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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

Foreword 
The publication of this commemorative book, which was compiled by a 
team of members of  our historical society (”Gesellschaft für Geschichte 

und Gedenken”, GGG) on a voluntary basis, although sadly coinciding with 
the 70th anniversary of the  Night of Broken Glass (Reichskristallnacht), is 

a fortunate event for local history: shortly before the passing away of the 
last contemporary witnesses it has been possible to portray all the fates of 

Jewish citizens and families in Laupheim of 1933,  leaving  an enduring 
memorial  as a warning for the future and an attempted contribution to 

compensate for the wrongs they suffered. 

It is also fortunate that, for the first time in our local history, not just an 

individual historian was involved, for professional or personal interests, 
but a group of people gathered together as a team, under the guidance of 

the two historians Dr. Antje Köhlerschmidt and Karl Neidlinger, 
persevering for six years to produce an extensive work of almost 600 

pages. This collective work presents itself as a lasting reference book as. 
 

With this doubly momentous book our GGG is able to emphasize what has 
been its primary purpose since its foundation and what its name is 

intended to express: it wants to make history understandable through the 

specific destinies of individuals and also aims to anchor them in our town 
by the example of the eventful relationship between Christians and Jews. 

In addition it strives to uphold and honor the memory of the exterminated 
Jewish population. 

The Historical Society would like to thank all those who enabled this 
project, the publishers, the authors, the town of Laupheim and the 
Oberschwäbische Elektrizitätswerke for their support and also those 

involved in the provision of material and the production of this work. 

May this work leave its mark in the public conscience of our town and in 

our hearts. Laupheim, September 2008 

Elisabeth Lincke 

Chairwoman of the Gesellschaft für Geschichte und Gedenken 
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Introductory by  

Ernest L. 
Bergmann 

At the age of fourteen I left Laupheim 
in 1936 and returned from the USA 
for the first time in 1958 on a visit. I 

still found the Jewish cemetery, but 

no Jewish person alive, and as I 
strolled around the town of my 

childhood, somewhat yearning for the 
past, I realised painfully how many of 

the enterprises had vanished and how 
many names had fallen into oblivion. 

Standing at the market square I 

looked down the Mittelstrasse and 
pictured the linen shop Hofheimer and opposite, the clothes 

manufacturer’s Heumann. Up the hill leading from the square the 

tobacconist’s Einstein/Pauson and further up the shoe shop Heumann and 
the Heumann Bank, and at the top of the hill the Castle of Grosslaupheim, 

owned by the Steiner family. 

Looking from the square along the Kapellenstrasse, an imposing start on 
the right: the department store Einstein. Opposite this the Steiner tannery 

with the tanning vats, then further on the inn “Zum Ochsen”, owned by 
the landlord Sänger and his family. Diagonally opposite the large 

Laupheimer house , in which the traditional butcher’s and the shoe shop 
Grab were to be found. Then the limited partnership Kurz and the clothes 

shop Bach and the grocer’s Adler with ware from overseas. On the other 

side the Steiner houses and the hop warehouse and its grounds, followed 
by the house and stables of the livestock dealer Nördlinger, the textile 

shop Wallach, further along and on the other side again, the little shop 
(Lädele) of the Kirschbaum sisters, the horse dealer Kahn and the inn 

“Zum Kronprinz”, and the hop warehouse Löwenthal on the opposite side. 

In the side streets also Jewish life was prevalent. At house number three 
in the Bronnerstrasse, where I grew up, the residence of the tanner 

Steiner, with its stables and its barn at the back, was still standing. The 
livestock dealer Nathan lived opposite. On the other side there was the 

former Jewish inn “Zur Sonne” with the forecourt to the synagogue and 

opposite, the Jewish community centre, further on the livestock dealer 
Adler, the Jewish cemetery and at the foot of the Bronner Berg the 

livestock dealer Stern. 
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On the slope of the Judenberg there lived on the right the soap 
manufacturer Heilbronner, opposite the poultry trader and matzo baker 

Weiler, then came the butcher’s Laupheimer, the Jewish mortuary, the 
entrance to the cemetery and behind the cemetery the Jewish Fields. 

In the Radstrasse there was the Volksbank Heumann, the Jewish primary 

school and opposite the Bergmann house, where also the tobacco dealer 

Obernauer lived, and behind it the extensive grounds of the hair factory. 
The neighbours were the livestock dealer Friedberger and the oil and fat 

trader Jonas Weil at the crossing with the Gartenstrasse. Further away on 
the little stream Rottum was situated the Steiner Laupheim Tool Factory. 

Since that first visit another 50 years have passed and even more has 

changed. Old buildings have been renovated or demolished and new ones 
have emerged. The entire Jewish Fields have been built upon, but the 

exceedingly beautiful old Jewish cemetery still exists, thanks to Ernst 
Schäll and his voluntary assistants, and the “Höhenanlage”, the park area 

on the Bronner Berg, is still thriving: It is the result of Max Bergmann’s 

great commitment in local politics. 

The former Jewish inhabitants of Laupheim are not forgotten, and the 
memory of them grows stronger and stronger. Today there is a 

Bergmannstrasse and a Steinerstrasse, a Carl-Laemmle-Weg and a 
Friedrich-Adler-Weg. The town’s large schools bear the names of these 

two men. Gretel Bergmann has been immortalized in the sports grounds 
in Herrenmahd and many commemorative plaques with Jewish names can 

be discovered in the town. Furthermore the well-conceived and instructive 
Museum of Christian and Jewish History in the old Castle of Grosslaupheim 

has been developed. It relates the story of the peaceful co-existence of all 

the inhabitants over several centuries and houses many personal 
documents of these families. 

The political community of Laupheim is intent on not forgetting the past. 

Both the very active “Gesellschaft für Geschichte und Gedenken”, as well 
as the newly-founded “Freundeskreis des Museums zur Geschichte von 

Christen und Juden“ have anchored the commemoration of Laupheim’s 
Jewish history in their statutes.  

Much has already been written about the Jewish inhabitants, their 
presence and their solidarity with the municipality of Laupheim. It is 

highly commendable that the authors of this work have embarked upon 
writing a unique new book about all the former Jewish families of 

Laupheim. It must certainly have been very difficult as there are only very 
few alive who have knowledge of these former citizens. It has appeared at 

the last minute! The key year 1933 is the starting point, when still about 
250 Jewish citizens lived here. In that year the German catastrophe 

began. In its wake some managed to emigrate and today the descendants 
are scattered all over the world, speak different languages and some have 

altered their names. But over a hundred former citizens suffered the fate 
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of deportation and they sadly never saw their home town again. All their 
destinies are described in this book. It aims to bring back the memory of 

them all. May it attract a large number of readers! 

  

9th January 2008 

Ernest L. Bergmann (Ernst Leopold Bergmann) 

Professor emeritus 

State College, Pennsylvania, USA 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

Publishers‘ Preface 
In February, 2003 we initially made public our project for a 
commemorative book at the annual meeting of the Historical Society. On 

this occasion a guest asked us to consider whether it was the appropriate 
time for such a book and whether it would not rather open up old wounds 

instead of aiding reconciliation. We did not share these apprehensions and 
argued that time was pressing and that it was in fact already too late. 

“The extinction of the generation which experienced the NS period”, as 
Silvester Lechner, from the Documentary Centre, Oberer Kuhberg in Ulm, 

had shortly before expressed it,  makes this project, in our eyes, all the 

more necessary  and especially so at this time. Right from the start our 
aim was not to point out guilt and name perpetrators, but to prevent the 

victims from being forgotten. 

“For every human being there is a name, 

every human being shall be commemorated.” 

Yad Vashem 

The concept of our commemorative book is to relate, in biographical 

outlines, the fates of the members of the Jewish community of Laupheim 
in the year 1933, and thus to be understood as a contribution to the 

documentation of the history of the Jews in the Holocaust in order to 

preserve the memory of those human beings.  

On account of their advanced age, only a few contemporary witnesses 
from Laupheim, but also from countries of emigration and host countries 

all over the world, above all the USA, were able to be interviewed. To cite 
them all by name would go beyond the bounds of possibility. Nevertheless 

it is thanks to their willingness to answer our questions and to place 
numerous documents and photographs from family archives at our 

disposal, that hundreds of these pieces of jigsaw puzzles have enriched 
the biographical outlines. We would like firstly to express our thanks to 

them! 

The energy with which the first generation actively tackled the problem of 

coming to terms with those twelve horrendous years and preserving the 
Jewish heritage in Laupheim, reached its bounds: Ernst Schäll, Honorary 

Citizen of the town and awarded repeatedly for his life-long work, 
promised his  active assistance in this project at the beginning of the year 

2002. However age and progressive illnesses were to prevent this. His 
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archives, though, which were always open to us, served as an important 
source of information for this book. Our thanks go out to him! 

It was clear to us that, without further contributors, a project of this 

dimension – on a voluntary basis and alongside employment – would 
never be achieved. From among the members of the Historical Society 

(GGG) and from others, a cooperative team quickly assembled and over 

the years has remained remarkably consistent. The mutual interest in the 
theme has kept them together, regular exchanges of information and 

distribution of work have also played a role. Except for two, the members 
are all pictured overleaf and briefly presented. We offer our next thanks to 

them! 

 

                   
      

    

Dr. Antje Köhlerschmidt and Karl Neidlinger 

Two people are missing in the photograph of the group. Yitzhak Heinrich 

Steiner, born in Ulm in 1931, lives in Re’ut in Israel and wrote there the 
paper dealing with his family and his father’s and grandfather’s business, 

“The Tanner Steiners” (“Gerber-Steiners”). He is the only direct 

descendant who has written about his roots in Laupheim for this book 
himself. 

The person responsible for the order and editing of the photographs, the 

complete type-setting, and jacket design, thus the attractive outward 
appearance of the book, is also missing in the photograph. For without the 

year-long work carried out by Bruno Magg from Hüttisheim, the richly 
illustrated book would not have been materialized. For his cooperation we 

would like to thank him greatly! 
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Professor Saul Friedländer, born in 1932 in Prague of German-speaking 
Jewish parents and winner of the German Book Trade Peace Prize in 2007, 

has occupied himself with the persecution and extermination of the 
European Jews for the whole of his scientific life. He understated 

somewhat, but certainly expressed the truth when he said, before being 
awarded the prize last year, that the happenings were still not translucent 

for him. The crime against humanity, the genocide involving the European 
Jews cannot be explained or understood, it can only be described from the 

perspective of the victims and related in the fates of individuals. If this 
has been successfully done in the individual outlines, then this book has 

achieved its aims. Its purpose is to lend an identity to the victims of the 

Shoah and to tell their stories. It seeks to describe exactly the destinies of 
the Jews of Laupheim, in which the incomprehensible happenings between 

1933 and 1945 can be tangibly experienced. One cannot comprehend it 
all, but perhaps one or the other of the stories can touch us. 

  

Munich, Hüttisheim, September 2008 

  

Dr. Antje Köhlerschmidt           Karl Neidlinger 
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The Contributors to this Book 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Rolf Emmerich, Annemarie Sommerfeld, Karl Neidlinger, Elisabeth Röhrich, 
Christoph Schmid, Dr. Antje Köhlerschmidt, Bruno Magg, Brigitte Schmitt, 

Hans-Georg Edelmann, Dr. Detlef von Kalckreuth, Robert Ess, Dr. Udo 
Bayer | 

 (From left in the photograph) 
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ROLF EMMERICH, born 1938, town councillor, active in the 

museum, the Jewish cemetery and in the “Shalomtage”. Publications, 
among others, on the choral music of the Laupheim synagogue, the 

Jewish school and various Jewish citizens of Laupheim. Year-long contact 

with former Laupheim families; among others, Steiner, Henle, Einstein, 
Sternschein, Adler and Bergmann. Co-founder of the GGG. 

DR. DETLEV v. KALCKREUTH, born 1934, founder 

member of the GGG, museum guide for many years. 

CHRISTOPH SCHMID, born 1950 in Biberach, teacher, since 

1980 in the Laupheim area. Active in the museum and member of the 

GGG. 

ELISABETH RÖHRICH, born 1951, since 1994 in Laupheim, 

teacher at the Friedrich Adler Secondary School in Laupheim. 

ROBERT ESS, born 1939, member of the GGG committee, 

museum guide. Publisher of “The Protestant Parish of Laupheim 1847 – 
1997”. 

HANS-GEORG EDELMANN, born 1938, former teacher at 

the college of Further Education, from 1989 to 2004 town councillor and 
member of the GGG committee. 

ANNEMARIE SOMMERFELD, born 1958, secretary, 

museum guide, member of the GGG since 2002, organised meetings, 
assured that nothing was forgotten: the “guiding spirit” of the team. 

DR. UDO BAYER, former vice principal, year-long occupation 

with the history of the Jewish community. Publications on important 
persons, among others, on Carl Laemmle. Active in the museum. Diverse 

personal contacts with former Laupheim citizens.  

BRIGITTE SCHMIDT, born 1944 in Ulm, since 1975 in 

Laupheim. SPD town-councillor. Founder member of the GGG and 

museum guide for many years. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

ADLER, Isidor,  
wholesale grocer, Kapellen Street 44 

 

Translated by: Aline Meiser, Florine Fourneau, Nicole Eigenmann, Jasmin 
Sauerland 

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen, Englischabteilung 

 

KARL  NEIDLINGER 

In the 19th and 20th century, there were two different ‘Adler’ families living 

in Laupheim who were not related in any way. People used their 

respective addresses to differentiate between them, even though the 
houses of the ‘Judenberg-Adlers’ and the ‘Kapellen Street-Adlers’ were not 

far apart. The members of the former family were less wealthy weavers 
and livestock dealers, whereas the latter started off as bakers and 

confectioners and later on achieved considerable prosperity as wholesale 
grocers. Helene Adler of the Anton-Bergmann family and grandmother of 

Gretel Bergmann was a member of the Judenberg family. The Art 
Nouveau artist Friedrich Adler was born on Kapellen Street. 

 
The first chapter of the book is dedicated to the Adlers from Kapellen 

Street, whose ancestor Simon Jakob moved from Ederheim/Ries to 
Laupheim in the mid-18th century. His great grandson Isidor Adler (1828-

1916) founded the flourishing wholesale business and built a prestigious 
residence on 44 Kapellen Street in 1876, with his shop on the first floor. 

Today, a café called ‘Hermes’ can be found there (see picture below). 

 
Isidor Adler married twice; first, he married Judith ‘Jette’ Engel from 

Wallerstein/Ries in 1859 and after her death in 1874, he wed Karolina 
Frieda Sommer from Buchen/Baden. Six of the nine children from both 

marriages reached adulthood. At the rise of the Nazi regime in 1933, 
three of them were still living in Laupheim: the eldest son, Eugen, born in 

1860, as well as two sons from his second marriage, Jakob (1875) and 
Edmund (1876). Isidor Adler’s daughter Betty Wolf (born in 1863) moved 

back to Laupheim from Buchen in 1939 after the death of her husband 
Abraham Wolf. 

 

http://www.ggg-laupheim.de/Gedenkbuch%20online/KAPITEL/03%20ADLER%20Isidor.htm
http://www.ggg-laupheim.de/Gedenkbuch%20online/KAPITEL/03%20ADLER%20Isidor.htm
http://www.ggg-laupheim.de/Gedenkbuch%20online/KAPITEL/95e%20WERTHEIMER%20Maier.htm
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Before the Adlers rose to prosperity, many relatives had already 
immigrated to the U.S. due to pauperism and mass poverty during the 

19th century. Only five of Isidor Adler’s eight siblings reached adulthood. 
Three of them immigrated to the U.S. in the middle of the 19th century as 

did his seven surviving cousins, who all emigrated between 1850 and 
1863.  

 

The company ‘Isidor Adler & Cie.’ 
 

Following the end of the war, not only the artistic works of Friedrich Adler, 

but also the company of Isidor Adler fell into oblivion, leaving only a few 
traces behind. Even the building on Kapellen Street, which can be seen in 

the picture, was threatened by demolition in the 1980’s. No documents 
linked to the company or written records of family members could be 

found, neither in the Chamber of Industry and Commerce of the city of 
Ulm, nor in the economic archives of the state of Baden-Wuerttemberg, 

where Laupheim is situated. After the Shoah, all traces of the forced and 
abrupt end of the company and the extermination of the entire elder 

generation of the family were obliterated. What followed was oblivion. This 
memorial book opens with this particular family, not only because of 

alphabetical order, but also because of their unfortunate fate as described 
above.  They also played an important role in the rise of Laupheim from a 

village to a city, a role in which education was of principal significance. 
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Isidor Adler and Frieda Adler at around 1912 

(Taken from the archive of Ernst Schäll) 
 

The Isidor Adler Company gave this pewter jug to the wholesale grocer 
and baker Anton Schniertshauer from Huettisheim as a gift in 1910. It 

bears the following inscription: 
 

‘From the house of Isidor Adler to Mr. Anton 
Schniertshauer to commemorate 50 years of business 

relations from 1860-1910’ 

 
Only the forced aryanization of Jewish businesses in 

1938/39 put a sudden end to the business relations 
between the Isidor Adler Company and the Schniertshauer 

grocery store (‘Fideles’). The following anecdote, which 
was handed down from generation to generation and is 

verified by a newspaper article, serves as proof of their 
excellent long lasting relations. 

 
In 1868, the not so prosperous family of Anton 

Schniertshauer came to sudden unexpected wealth when 
one of his sisters won the main prize in the Ulmer 

Muensterbaulotterie, a lottery to finance the restoration of 
the minster in the city of Ulm. But nobody in the family 

dared to carry such a large sum of money from Ulm to Huettisheim, not 

even Fidel. Thus, Isidor Adler had to come along all the way from 
Laupheim to Ulm to fetch the 10,000 guilders, the German currency at 

that time. 
 

The bakers’ and confectioners’ craft marked only the beginning of the 
company’s history, although today not many reliable records can be 

found. Even Isidor Adler was trained as a baker, but managed to rise to 
wholesale grocer very quickly. In 1859 he married his first wife in 

Augsburg and one can assume that he took over the family business in 
Laupheim at the same time.  At that time the business was located across 
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the street next to the Steiners’ family home. Since at least the 1860’s, 
Isidor Adler supplied the grocery shops in the smaller villages around 

Laupheim with sugar, salt, coffee, wine, vinegar and oil, even adding 
colonial goods to his inventory later on. Soon his business relations 

exceeded his district. During the arrival of a large delivery, for example a 
whole wagon full of special flour for calves, he would sell to the consumers 

directly at the station. 
 

The main office as well as the 
family’s residence was located in the 

same building on 44 Kapellen Street, 

together with a wholesale food store, 
which was quite spacious for that 

time. The other rooms on the ground 
floor were used as offices, where at 

times not only the owners of the 
company, but also up to three 

employees used to work. Behind the 
building, storerooms, stables, 

garages, a coffee roaster and a wine 
bottler could be found. Warehouse 

workers, coachmen and drivers 
worked there, so that in times of 

prosperity as many as ten people 
were employed by the company. This 

still did not include the maids 

working in the household, of which 
Isidor Adler’s family always had 

three. Even before World War I the 
company bought their first truck to 

serve their customers in a better and 
faster way. The family’s telephone 

number was ‘4’, which shows that 
they were not shy about investing in 

new technologies. 
 

For Purim, the Gesangsverein (choir)  
 

‘Frohsinn’ organized at least one ball per year, a social event with an 
extensive program, sometimes even including a printed pamphlet with all 

kinds of funny commentaries. An advert by the Isidor Adler Company can 

be found in one of those pamphlets from 1912 on page 20 on the left side, 
giving a good impression of the wide variety of products sold by the 

company: the days of the confectionery had long been left behind. 
Although the unknown authors of the adverts changed over time, it is 

remarkable to see that about half of the brands mentioned in these 
pamphlets can still be purchased a hundred years later. The other adverts 

(see below and on the following pages) were all taken from Laupheim’s 
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former local paper, ‘Laupheimer Verkuendiger’. Such adverts are nearly 
the only traces left today that provide information about the Isidor Adler 

Company. 
 

Hardly anything is known about the economic impact the Nazi era had on 
the Isidor Adler Company except that the former authorized signatory, 

Gebhard Schneider, took over in 1939 and ran the company under his 
name. The same can be said about the post-war situation, because, unlike 

as was the case with other families and companies, there are no 
documents concerning negotiations of restitution and compensation in the 

National Archive of the city of Sigmaringen. All the remaining information 

from the time of the Nazi era deals mainly with family matters and will be 
displayed in the following paragraphs. 

 

 
 
A scaled down advert taken from the local paper ‘Laupheimer 

Verkuendiger’ is supposed to tell the customers: Times are bad. Stock up 
now! The outbreak of World War I seven months earlier led to the ‘lack of 

raw materials’ mentioned in the advert and made further deliveries of 
special flour for calves impossible. The advert from March 13, 1915 shows 

clearly how quickly Germany was running out of raw materials and food 
due to the war. 

 

The oldest of the adverts down below dates back to January 31, 1874. In 
the ‘Laupheimer Verkuendiger’, Isidor Adler advertises his flour prices and 

recommends flour No. 2. At that time, guilders and kreutzer were still the 
common currency in Germany (fl = guilder, one guilder consisted of 60 

kreutzer). The changeover to the new national currency, the Reichsmark, 
took place a few years after the foundation of the German Reich in 1871. 

The Reichsmark was introduced in the state of Wuerttemberg on July 1, 
1875. One guilder was 1.75 Reichsmark. 
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The ‘high holidays’ in autumn start with the traditional Jewish new year 

festivities of Rosh Hashanah, which fall on a different date each year. 
Rosh Hashanah is then followed by the most important Jewish holiday, 

Yom Kippur; after that, Sukkoth is celebrated. The high holidays come to 
an end with the celebration of Simchat Torah. Should New Year and Yom 

Kippur fall on a workday, Jewish shops would remain closed, as was the 
case in 1903 and 1924.  
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Some of the companies who had put their adverts in the ‘Laupheimer 
Verkuendiger’ in 1903 did not exist anymore in 1924, such as a tailor’s 

shop called Hoechstetter, or Einstein, a turner’s workshop. Other 
companies chose not to close their shops on the special holidays 

mentioned above. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

ADLER, Edmund,  
44 Kapellenstrasse  

  

Translated by: Danil Vishniakov 

Supervisor: Renee Remy, M.A. Deutsche Linguistik 
Staatlich geprüfte Übersetzerin für Englisch und Technik 

Fremdspracheninstitut der Landeshauptstadt München 

 
Karl Neidlinger  

 

 
 Edmund Adler: born on July 10th, 1876 in Laupheim, (second son 

 from  the second marriage of Isidor Adler), murdered in 1942 in 
 Treblinka;  married to Mathilde Adler (Netter), born on September 

 22nd, 1877 in Goeppingen, died on September 17th, 1935 in 
 Laupheim. 

 
 - Charlotte Adler: born on March 3rd, 1911 in Laupheim, 

kindergarten teacher, emigrated to Manchester, England on April 
19th, 1939, died in 1942. 

 
 -  Elisabetha Adler: born on October 30th, 1913 in Laupheim, 

women’s dressmaker, emigrated to Keston, England on January 

27th, 1939, died on May 28th, 2014 in London. 
 

 - Irene Adler: born on March 26th, 1916 in Laupheim, housemaid, 
in 1935 moved to Goeppingen, emigrated to England in May of 1939 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.ggg-laupheim.de/Gedenkbuch%20online/KAPITEL/95e%20WERTHEIMER%20Maier.htm
http://www.ggg-laupheim.de/Gedenkbuch%20online/KAPITEL/95e%20WERTHEIMER%20Maier.htm
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Thanks to Liesel Adler’s regular visits to her hometown much of the 

sources about her as a person and her family were kept in decent 
condition. In the recent years, however, her age and health prevent her 

from further travel. As a result, only two of her interviews from the 1990s 

could be evaluated alongside her photographs, which she passed on to 
Ernst Schaell. 

 
The first photograph was taken in 1909 and shows the Adler parents 

Edmund and Mathilde at their wedding. Mathilde Netter descended from a 
wealthy Jewish family from Goeppingen. The early development of 

Edmund’s career is unknown. After the death of his father in 1916, 
Edmund and his older brother Jakob became the owners of their parents’ 

business. During the First World War he was drafted as a soldier. At the 
time, Edmund was 40 years old and did not have to depart for the front. 

Rather, he served in the procurement division in Muensingen. 
 

Edmund Adler’s family lived on the second floor of the house on Kapellen 
Street (Kapellenstrasse) 44. The youngest of the three children, Irene, 

was born in 1916. She was “not so healthy” and suffered from epilepsy. In 

order to relieve the strain on their mother, one of the two older daughters 
attended school in Goeppingen from the 1920s and onward. Their parents’ 

house in Goeppingen had more room. Mathilde’s sister, who was still 
single, was also living with her parents.  

 
So from 1920-1927, Liesel Adler went to school in Goeppingen. Over the 

summer break, Liesel would come home where other people constantly 

Mathilde and Edmund Adler in 1909 

(archive of Ernst Schaell) 
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made fun of her because she spoke “Goeppingen-Protestant and not 
Laupheim-Catholic”! After 1927, the oldest sister Charlotte successfully 

completed her professional training in Goeppingen and later in Berlin. The 
death of their mother in 1935 was the cause for the youngest sister Irene 

to move to Goeppingen permanently.  
 

In the 20s of the previous century, the Adler family had already given up 
the traditional Jewish life style and had no longer practiced the various 

Jewish customs. They were almost fully assimilated and had more contact 
to Christian families in their societal class, than to the poorer Jewish 

families. The family of Edmund Adler made no exceptions either. The only 

photograph from Liesel Adler’s childhood (on next page) shows her 
standing next to the kids of the Buehler family, a Christian family with 

whom the Adlers had friendly ties ,from house 47 on Mittel Street 
(Mittelstrasse).  

  
In the family, the Jewish meals were disregarded and the weekly day of 

rest became Sunday, not Saturday. Back then, Liesel Adler found the 
ironic self-depicting description “Three-Day-Jews” to be quite accurate 

because they would go to the synagogue a maximum of three times a 
year: Jewish New Year (Rosh Hashanah), Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 

and maybe sometimes Pesach (Passover). They had stopped learning 
Hebrew and, therefore, found the synagogue extremely boring. Liesel 

Adler felt that the Catholic holidays were much nicer and more 
celebratory. Flowers and frankincense accommodated festivals like St. 

Peter and St. Paul Feast Day. One of their Christian housemaids would 

occasionally take Liesel with her. “My entire family saw themselves as 
Germans and free-Jews. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Liesel Adler (on the right with a  bow in her hair) with the kids from the 

Buehler family, 1922. From the left: Trude, Walter, Fritz Buehler, Liesel 
Adler, Ulrich Buehler (archive of Ernst Schaell) 
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After Liesel Adler’s return to Laupheim, she attended the Latin and 
secondary school for two additional years. She graduated in 1929.. The 

school potential in Laupheim was exhausted and Liesel continued her 
studies at the higher secondary school in Ulm, where she eventually 

received her Diploma in 1932. Liesel Adler had, amongst many friends, 
two closest friends, who were all around the same age. The first was 

Klaerle Einstein from the store owner D. M. Einstein, and the second was 
Gretel Bergmann, with whom Liesel rode  to school in Ulm for two years.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
No fear of touch between Christians and Jews: 

March 1929: the middle section of the school year 1929 in Schlosspark. 

From the left: Hyneck, Sally Wallach/ Walser, Liesel Adler, Stetter, 
Steinle, S. Schmid  
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After receiving her high-school diploma Liesel Adler was unsure of her 
career path. The entrance examination for an interpreter and translator 

school was unsuccessful, which eventually led her to go to Berlin for a half 
year, where she enrolled in to a household management course for female 

students with a high-school diploma. Liesel Adler got used to the capital 
quite fast and actually enjoyed the rich culture the metropolis had to offer. 

Before she could make any decisions, however,  the 30th of January 1933 
changed everything. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Family Edmund Adler in 1933. This was the last photo, where the entire 

family was together. From the left: Bertha Netter, Lotte, Mathilde, Liesel, 
Edmund, Irene Adler. 

(archive of Ernst Schaell) 

Gretel Bergmann and Liesel Adler on the top of the high area in 1931. 
(archive of Ernst Schaell) 
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In the summer of 1933, she came back to Laupheim because it was no 
longer possible for Jews to enroll in  universities. In October of the same 

year her mother suffered from the first stroke. She was in need of  
temporary care, and was looked after  in Goeppingen by her sister, similar 

to the situation with her daughters earlier. Liesel Adler began her 
professional schooling to be a tailor, first in Laupheim with a catholic nun 

community and later in Ulm with a Jewish company “Bernheimer”. “I was 
never happy as a tailor, but when thinking about emigrating, I was told 

once, then you need to know a craft…” However, not until the year 1938 
did emigration become a topic for all of the three sisters. 

 

The year 1935 was, for the Adler family, especially catastrophic. Mother 
Mathilde suffered a second, deathly stroke back in Laupheim. The news 

about the enactment of the Nuremberg Laws in September led to this 
devastation. She came back from a funeral  and stated glumly, “I wished, 

I was also down there already”, and later that night she passed away. In 
December, uncle Jakob Adler committed suicide out of despair. The 

paragraph after  next will explain more about this tragedy. “He was my 
favorite uncle - a man of such brightness and humor. I didn’t want to say 

it… but sometimes I thought to myself: I wished you were my father.” 
How everything affected the company and who supported father Edmund 

with the management is unknown.  
 

Liesel Adler’s career also did not take off. In 1937 she passed the final 
exam for woman’s tailoring, yet she worked in this profession for a short 

period of time. “I hated the tailoring. I was always too slow.” In 1938 she 

went to a Jewish Orthodox home economics school in Frankfurt, where yet 
again everything went wrong. The reason was Liesel’s lack knowledge in 

Jewish cuisine. 
 

One time, she confused a milky dish for one with meat. The confusion 
would have had costly consequences. Luckily, she found a Rabbi who 

knew how to cure the main dish. With prayers and special treatments je 
reversed the kitchen to being kosher again. On the day before the night of 

the “Pogrom” the SS closed the Frankfurt school. The students and 
teachers were simply seated on the street. So, Liesel rode back to 

Goeppingen that  night, only to find out in the morning from her sister 
Irene that father Edmund was picked up by the SA in Laupheim and was 

dragged to the concentration camp in Dachau. A few days later they both 
went to Laupheim. 
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Their sister Lotte was the only one in the house next to Edmund Adler  the 
night of the “Pogrom”. She tried to hold back the SA people from pulling 

father Edmund out of bed and taking him with them. They broke in, 
nevertheless. “If you don’t keep your mouth shut we’ll take you too!”, 

they threatened, but Lotte stood by her father and voluntarily went along. 
In front of the burning synagogue they had to watch how the arrested 

men were humiliated by the SA soldiers: “They had to knee in front of the 
burned down synagogue and say: ‘We are scum’.” 

 
Up until then, no one in the family had ever thought about emigration. 

After the incident, there was only one thing that could be done: flee as 
fast as you can from Germany! Emigration proved to be a difficult task 

because the neighboring countries along with the U.S.A. did not want to 
lax their restrictive immigration policies. Though one day, a past 

classmate from Frankfurt suggested to Liesel to go to Britain. There, 

people were looking for cheap housemaids and nannies. Liesel also 
received a London address, where she immediately applied. She received, 

however, an acceptance letter from a different family, who was ready to 
hire her as a housemaid. Thus, she became the first out of the three 

sisters, who could emigrate from Germany. 
 

Jakob Adler with his nieces Irene (left) and Liesel, year 1932. 

In the background are the garages and the  the company storage 
warehouse. 

(archive of Ernst Schaell) 



 

 

30 
 

Edmund Adler did not make it as far as to emigrate from Germany. In 
1940 he had to leave his house and was quartered with many others in 

the former rabbinate. After the war began it became impossible to contact 
his daughters in England directly. Messages could only be  passed along 

via  relatives living in the neutral Basel. On August 19th, 1942, Edmund 
Adler, together with many other older women and men from Laupheim, 

was deported to Theresienstadt. For a while, he told his previous 
neighbor, Katharine Helder, that he had gotten poison in case they started 

deporting people, “because I’m not going to let them kill me.” On the day 
before the abduction he sent a post card to his daughters: “Thank God the 

Red Cross is taking us to Sweden tomorrow.” He arrived in Theresienstadt 

instead and lived there until September 26th, 1942 in an overfilled 
concentration camp. He was then put on a further train to Treblinka and 

would be murdered in a gas chamber there. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Liesel Adler stayed in Great Britain after the war and lives close to London 
to this day. (Postscript: she passed away in June of 2014) She restored 

her contact to Laupheim early on and came to visit almost every year on a 
regular basis. Unfortunately, her old age prevents her from continuing 

visits. The photo from 1966 captures her standing on Kapellen Street 
(Kapellenstraße) next to Katharina Halder, her neighbor back in the day. 

The Halder bakery was one of the first shelters in Laupheim for many 

incoming Jewish visitors after the war. The Adlers were not the only ones 
who received help and support from the Halder family all the way till the 

end. 
 

 
 

Lotte and Irene Adler in 1939 in England 

(archive of Ernst Schaell) 
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1966: Liesel Adler visits Katharina 

Halder 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1996: Liesel Adler and Ernst Schaell 
next to the tombstone of Hanriette, 

the first wife of Isidor Adler 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

ADLER Eugen 

and WOLF Betty, 
21 König-Wilhelm-Strasse  

  

Translated by: Danil Vishniakov 

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez, 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

  

KARL NEIDLINGER 

 
 Eugen Adler, born on February 3rd 1860 in Laupheim, single, died on 

 October 17th 1942 in the concentration camp Theresienstadt 
 

 Betty Wolf, born as Betty Adler on June 15th 1863 in Laupheim; widow 

 of Abraham Wolf, a beech wood businessman in Odenwald; died on 
 December 24th 1941 in Laupheim. 

 
 [parents: Isidor and Judith Adler, born as Judith Engel]  

 

 
  

http://www.ggg-laupheim.de/Gedenkbuch%20online/KAPITEL/95e%20WERTHEIMER%20Maier.htm
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Eugen Adler was the oldest of  Isidor Adler‘s six sons. From Isidor Adler’s first 
marriage to  Judith Engel, three out of the six children reached adulthood : 

Eugen, Betty and Simon (born in 1867). For his entire life Eugen remained 
single and worked for his parents’ business. His half-brother Jakob erected a 

house on  König-Wilhelm-Straße(King-William-Street) in the year 1905. It is 
assumed that Eugen participated in its construction because he lived on the 

upper floor of the house from the time it was built. He had a Christian 
housemaid, an elderly woman by the name of Luise Eichmann.  He was very 

economical, and he lived withdrawn from the public.  
 

 

 

    
 

Edmund (left) and Eugen Adler,  

year 1937 

Dr. Simon Adler, lieutenant 

to the German  

Emperor, in Berlin-Pankow, 
year 1915  

His three-year younger sister Betty was married to the salesman Abraham 

Wolf, and they lived in Buchen in Odenwald. They had many daughters, 
two of which emigrated to South Africa during the Nazi times.  

In March of 1939, after the death of Abraham Wolf, Betty Wolf moved 

back into house 21 on König-Wilhelm-Straße in Laupheim. At the same 
time, Eugen and his sister-in-law Berta (Herzfeld), Jakob Adler’s widow 

were living there. From 1934 to 1939 Maria Füssinger (Pretzel) worked as 
a maid for Berta Adler. Today, Maria lives in Friedrichshafen and is well 

into her years. She contributed some very important and useful 
information to this text. 
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Edmund and Eugen’s younger brother was Dr. Simon Adler, who lived in 
Berlin-Pankow during this time and served as an officer in the German 

Emperor’s army in the First World War. The photograph from 1915 shows 
him as a handsome lieutenant in his army uniform. Yet besides the 

photograph, nothing is actually known about him.  
  

In fall of 1941, Eugen Adler and Betty Wolf had to leave their house on 
König-Wilhelm-Straße and were forced to live in a former rabbinate. Betty 

Wolf died there on Christmas Eve of the same year.  
 

Her 82 year-old brother Eugen had to suffer the tragic fate of deportation. 

On the 19th of August 1942, Eugen was transported together with Edmund 
Adler to Theresienstadt. In October of the same year he died under 

inhumane conditions.  

  

   

Out for a family walk on a Sunday in 1930. From the left: Edmund and 

Mathilde Adler, Irene, Eugen, Liesel, Bertha Netter, Lotte, Betty Wolf 
(Adler). 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

ADLER, Jakob,  
21 König-Wilhelm-Strasse  

 

Translated by: Laura Beach 
Supervisor: Renee Remy, M.A. Deutsche Linguistik 

Staatlich geprüfte Übersetzerin für Englisch und Technik 
Fremdspracheninstitut der Landeshauptstadt München 

KARL NEIDLINGER 

 

 Jakob Adler, born 28 May 1875 in Laupheim, died 19 December 

 1935 in Laupheim. Married Berta Adler, née Herzfeld, born 13 

 October 1881 in Darmstadt, emigrated to the USA 15 August 1939, 

 died 1980. 

 – Herbert, born 25 January 1907 in Laupheim, died 13 January 

 1939 in the Schussenried sanatorium (mentally handicapped) 

 – Hedwig, born 26 August 1910 in Laupheim, emigration to 

 Sweden in the Fall of 1937 and to the USA in 1940 

 Also residing here in early 1933: Martha Baum, born Herzfeld, a 

 relative; moved to Wiesbaden on 18 March 1933 (Berta Alder’s older 

 sister). 
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Around the turn of the century, when 25-year old Jakob Adler gradually 
began thinking about building a house and marrying, the artistic career of 
his youngest brother Friedrich had already begun in Munich. One would 

certainly call Friedrich Adler a "star designer" today, because he had 
already made a name with the design and creation of different things. So 

it was an obvious decision to involve his brother in the planning and 

design of the new house that was being built on König Wilhelm Strasse. 
They seized the opportunity, designed door and window frames (which he 

otherwise never did), and also worked with the modern Munich architect 
Wilhelm Spannagel. The Laupheim citizens, thanks to this cooperation, 

were given a completely out-of-the-ordinary, still avant-garde monument 
that left the then-common school of Historicism completely behind and 

scarcely noticed Art Nouveau. 

  

Isidor Adler’s three sons from his second marriage to Frieda Sommer: 

Edmund, Friedrich, Jakob, (from left) 1880. (Friedrich Adler Catalogue pg. 
23) 

  

Because Friedrich Adler saw the house of Jakob Adler as his work too, the 
picture-postcard sent to Hamburg showed it as: "Haus Adler, Laupheim." 

It was certainly a family project, because the house (which was completed 
in 1905) was planned for several co-owners and more than one family. To 

this day a monogram of Friedrich Adler can be seen at the front door, and 
the door frame edging is regarded as his personal work. The card with the 
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photo of the house went in June 1911 to his half-sister Betty Wolf in 
Buchen and bears the following text: 

Dear Betty! In the middle of the night (it is almost 12 clock) I 

remembered your birthday, so I want to give you a quick congratulations! 
If my wife were here a letter certainly would have been written, but 

without a woman everything is half done. I received 2 cards from Artur; 

he wants photographs of arts and crafts schools, but I never got around to 
it, I’m such a good-for-nothing, but I’m coming to bed now, that’s for 

sure! How's Abe? Sincere greetings and congratulations from your Friedel. 

 
  

Postcard from Friedrich Adler. (Archive of Ernst Schäll) 
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Jakob Adler married Berta Herzfeld of Darmstadt in September of 1905. 
The family lived in the house to the left. A son named Herbert came into 

the world in 1907, and a daughter named Hedwig followed in 1910. 

Herbert was mentally handicapped and spent his later years in the 
Schussenried sanatorium; Hedy, however, developed splendidly. Jakob 

and Edmund Adler jointly operated the paternal company, where Jakob 

probably became the dominant figure. Before the First World War he 
already had a driver's license and could manage business trips without the 

services of a chauffeur. In 1911 the company added a truck and in 1913 a 
car of the brand "Adler," and they undoubtedly belonged to the pioneers 

of the automobile age in Laupheim. In 1916, aged 41, he was drafted into 
military service and served to the war’s end as a driver for the 

Wuerttembergischen Armeekraftwagen-Park 16, which was deployed to 
Müllheim/Baden.  

 

Jakob Adler with chauffeur in his new automobile in 1913 (archive of Ernst 

Schäll) 
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Up to now, the family is poorly documented photographically. They are 
missing in the family photos on the previous pages because they had little 

private contact with Edmund Adler and other relatives. Jakob Adler was 
friends with the Bergmanns and had many contacts within his Christian 

environment. In the 1907 photo of the Laupheimer shooting club, Jakob is 
particularly easy to recognize. 

Wilhelm Pressmar, a distant former neighbor from Kapellenstrasse, 
immortalized Jakob Adler’s place in the club in the "Laupheimer 

Schützenmarsch," anno 1910, as follows:" Jakob Adler gladly joins it, but 
his wife, she tolerates it." Other witnesses agree: Berta and Jakob Adler 

were not happily married. 

 
Jakob Adler as member of the Laupheimer shooting club, 1907. 

 (clipping from: Braun, Alt-Laupheimer photo sheet,  

picture 1, 1985, pg. 30) 

"He had no support; he did not have much help from his wife," recalled 
Liesel Adler. Marriage agreements in those days were primarily 
determined by economic and social considerations, and the resulting 

combinations were not always harmonious. Berta Adler also worked in the 
company. Her former maid Maria Füssinger, born Pretzel, remembers that 

she had to prepare a hot bath for her every morning at 8 o’clock: she 
would never go to work without it. Berta sold groceries to walk-in 
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customers from the retail store on Kapellenstrasse. Years later Hedy 
expressed irritation toward her math teacher, Dr. Schweitzer, who always 

combined a lesson with a purchase: "for a pound of sugar, he always told 
my mother in the store how bad I was in math and geometry. It was true, 

but it didn't change and there was always a row at home. " 

Soon after the First World War Jakob Adler became publicly engaged in 

many ways. When a sponsorship society was established for the 
Laupheimer Latin and Junior High School in 1923, he was on the 

committee. It is not entirely clear when he began serving as the chairman 
of the Laupheimer Trade Association. However, he led the club throughout 

the '20s and until 1933. In the Ulm chamber of commerce he served 
actively on the committee, and in 1924 he was appointed to the Ulm 

District Court as judge for commercial matters in the chamber of 
commerce. 

In December of 1928 Jakob Adler ran for Laupheim City Council on the 

"shared nomination" list, behind which stood the Center Party. The 

Catholic Center had set up a comprehensive, interfaith, multiple 
associations/social groups list, "to preserve and consolidate the peace and 

unity of the population." Jakob Adler won this election with the fourth 
highest number of votes in the council. Adler's great success was also 

noted by the Jewish community newspaper in its first edition in 1929: 

"In the local elections here on 9 Dec, Trade Judge and Provost Jakob Adler 
became the fourth to be elected among nine candidates to the council. He 

received a very high number of votes, two-thirds of which probably came 
from Christian circles. An encouraging sign of good religious harmony in 

our city, as well as a proof of universal respect for and appreciation of the 

person elected. " 
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(From the "Laupheimer Verkündiger," 12 July 1928) 

The Catholic Center (the only religiously oriented party) was increasingly 

preferred by strict religious Jews in the Weimar Republic for several 
reasons. The party was able to keep free from anti-Semitic tendencies, it 

was a pillar of the democratic republic, and it fought decidedly against the 
rise of the Nazis. Even in the last free elections on 5 March, 1933, fifty 

percent of Laupheimers still chose the Center. Liesel Adler told the 
following story about Rabbi Dr. Leopold Treitel: The very old rabbi, who 

died in 1931, voted in only one of the numerous elections in the '20s, but 
his thoughts were still completely in his study. "He sometimes floated 

around in another world." So he entered the polling station in the Jewish 
elementary school on Radstrasse with the following question: 'Where can 

you vote the Center around here?'" 
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Daughter Hedwig Adler (born 1910) attended the Laupheimer Latin and 
junior high school from 1920 to her intermediate certificate in mid-1926. 

The accompanying photo of her is an excerpt from the graduating class 
photo and confirmed the memory of eyewitnesses: she was a very 

attractive young lady. She then attended a high school in Geneva to 
improve her French, and completed her studies in 1929. After that she 

would have liked to become a sports and gymnastics teacher, but her 
father said: "That's no real profession." He insisted that she study music, 

and she proceeded to do so in Berlin. Only after a nervous breakdown a 
year later did she receive permission to switch to a sports school in 

Stuttgart. During this time she was in a relationship with the pharmacist 

Friedrich Rentschler, and the witnesses are unanimous: this couple had a 
real chance to become the first case of Christian-Jewish intermarriage in 

Laupheim! But the relationship ended even before 1933. 

Hedy Adler (left) as a 16-year-old 

pupil: Lotte Beck 

(K. Neidlinger: 100 J. Realschule, 

1996, pg. 28) 

In December 1932 Hedy Adler was 

able to successfully complete her 
studies as a physical education 

teacher and had great plans for 
the future. Together with a 

colleague and a former teacher, 
she wanted to open her own sports 

school in Stuttgart. But 30 
January, 1933 destroyed all hopes. 

She was dismissed from several 
places of employment during the 

year 1933, and she was forced to 
realize that she had no 

professional future in the Nazi 
state. Accordingly she went to 

London in late 1933 to study 

English and then emigrate to the 
USA. She had to leave behind a 

Catholic "near-fiancé" in Stuttgart 
at the Institute of Technology: "My 

conscience would not allow me to 
embroil him in my fate." 

But in London she suffered a 

second nervous breakdown and 
returned to Laupheim in the spring of 1934. "Now we all sat around 

uselessly, unable to work anywhere, and we withered." Finally Else 

Bergmann, Marco Bergmann's wife, gave her a job as a physical education 



 

 

43 
 

teacher in the Jewish boarding school in Herrlingen, where she got to 
know her future husband Ernst Wolf. His fate was similar to hers and he 

had lost his lectureship for French at the Pedagogical University of Bonn. 
In 1937 Ernst Wolf found work in a German-Jewish children's home in 

southern Sweden, and so both emigrated to Sweden in the fall of that 
year. In 1940 they were able to go overland from Sweden across the 

Soviet Union, then to Japan, and from there by ship to Los Angeles, where 
an uncle on her mother's side was already established. 

  

Hedy and Ernst Wolf, 1988, in La Mesa, California (Archive of Ernst Schäll) 

In California both eventually managed to get a second chance in their 
professions. Ernst Wolf was a Professor of European languages and culture 
in a San Diego college from 1947 to 1976. Hedy Wolf (after a "family 

intermission") worked as a gymnastics teacher at the La Mesa Community 
College from 1951 to 1982. The couple's only daughter was born in 1946, 

after Hedy lost a baby in Sweden due to the enormous psychological 

stress. 

Her father Jakob Adler was the first victim of Nazi racial fanaticism in 
Laupheim. He was unable to cope with the loss of his honored positions 

and with his exclusion from the society in which he and his family had 
been well integrated. The Nuremberg Laws legally cemented this shameful 

exclusion in 1935. The whole family was especially shaken and stricken by 
how the pre-Christmas gift-giving campaign went that year. The Adler 

company traditionally distributed a generous amount of their wares to 
hospitals, nursing homes, and other social institutions at Christmas time. 

This year, for the first time, the Christmas gifts were refused and 

returned...from 1935 on the bakery on Mittelstrasse dared not deliver the 
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bag of fresh rolls to the door every morning. A farmer's wife from 
Sterngasse announced tearfully that she was suspending the regular 

delivery of vegetable to the family: they no longer dared... 

His older half-brother, Eugene, prevented the head of the company from 
committing suicide several times in the fall of 1935, as Liesel Adler 

recalled: "He went after him a few times, he saw him with the knife, saw 

him with the rope to hang himself." On 19 December, 1935, Jakob Adler 
went to work like every other morning, but he asked his wife if she was 

coming too. She was surprised by the question, since she went every day, 
but paid it little notice. When she came to the store, however, her 

husband had already drunk a bottle of vinegar essence in the basement, 
and was still alive but in appalling pain. He was rushed to the hospital 

where he passed away on the evening of the same day. The Nazi press 
then maliciously commented: "The Jew Adler has committed suicide." 

Although the Nazis pressured Maria Pretzel to terminate her employment 

with Berta Adler, she retained her job as a domestic servant until the end 

of 1939. Berta took measures to leave Germany beginning in 1938, and in 
August of 1939 (two weeks before the outbreak of war) she just managed 

to escape to the United States. Mary Pretzel received her wages until the 
end of the year, though, because she had to fully strip the house on König 

Wilhelm Strasse. The interior of the house had also been designed by 
Friedrich Adler and completed by the cabinetmaker Philipp Steiner. None 

of it has been preserved. 

Because the assets of deported Jews fell to the state, the Laupheim City 
Council correspondingly sent the statement reproduced on the overleaf to 

the Finance Office. The building's share in the fire damage fund 

assessment in 1943 was due, and the Finance Office, as asset trustee, 
was to remit the amount. Three of the four owners referred to in the letter 

were no longer living at the time; two had died violent deaths. Something 
of this was probably guessed or known by the writer of the bill, but he still 

wrote it as if everything were quite normal; as if the house still belonged 
to the four and he just wanted to remind them to pay the 6.30 marks. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

ADLER, Julius,   

Livestock trader, 4 Synagogenweg  

  

Translated by: Laura Beach 

Supervisor: Renee Remy, M.A. Deutsche Linguistik 
Staatlich geprüfte Übersetzerin für Englisch und Technik 

Fremdspracheninstitut der Landeshauptstadt München 

  

KARL NEIDLINGER   DR. UDO BAYER 

 

 Julius Adler, farmer and rancher, born October 17, 1882 in 

 Laupheim, died 1958 in the USA. Married Paula née Obernauer,  born  

 February 8, 1890 in Laupheim, died 1987 in Louisville, USA. 

 Emigrated to the USA in August 1938. 

 – Erich, born February 24, 1913 in Laupheim, emigrated to the USA 

 January 25, 1937, died 1982, 

 – Lore, born June 15, 1920 in Laupheim, emigrated to the USA 

 October 18, 1937, married Jack Silverman in 1948. 
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Of the “Judenberg Adlers” (a large family that had been based in 

Laupheim since the middle of the 18th century) this was the only family to 

live in the city in 1933. 

 

 

The family of Julius Adler in the year 1936, shortly before their paths 

diverged and son Erich became the first to emigrate. (Photo: Lore 

Silverman, Louisville, USA) 

Julius Adler had sixteen siblings who were born between 1873 and 1894. 
Only seven of the children reached adulthood. Most of these later married 
abroad, as did Julius‘ niece Erna. She became the wife of Ulm’s well-

known Alfred “Friedl” Moos, who was one of the few Jews to return to Ulm 
after the war. 

Paula Oberauer – also of old Laupheimer lineage – and Julius Adler 

married in 1912. From 1916 to 1918 he served in the First World War as 

an artilleryman and driver in an artillery regiment. When he was drafted in 

1916, he was already 34 years old, and he listed his civilian occupation as 

“farmer and trader.” He had a cattle, horse and meat trading business and 

ran a small farm right next to the synagogue. He wasn’t the only one to 

have done this: In the 19th century a number of established Jewish 

families had taken advantage of the equal rights offered them and 
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acquired land for agricultural use, which the traditional cattle trade 

naturally complemented and facilitated. 

 

The 1928 advertisement in the Laupheimer Verkündiger is one of few 

written sources which could be found about the family. The text sounds 

unintentionally ironic to today’s readers; it certainly doesn’t  say that the 

Adlers were among the less affluent families. This wouldn’t have been 

correct. Beginning in 1931 his daughter Lore attended the Laupheimer 

junior high school, which poorer families could not afford at that time. 

 

 

[Since April 15, Seeking a diligent, honest maid, who has experience 

serving in better homes.  Mrs. Julius Adler, next to the Synagogue] 

 

Lore Silverman, née Adler, was among the former residents of Laupheim 

who returned in 1988 when the city first invited its former Jewish citizens 

to visit their birthplace. Later, she gave her memoirs to the Museum of 

the History of Christians and Jews. In it she says the following about her 

family and her own destiny: 

 

“I attended the Jewish elementary school in Laupheim for five years; then 

I went to the junior high school for three years. In the last year all Jewish 

students were excluded. I had to go to school in Herrlingen near Ulm. 

There was nobody left who would speak with one. Everyone turned away 

from us. The situation was getting worse, so I decided to leave Germany.” 

“While waiting for my visa I attended a cosmetology course in Berlin. In 

October 1937 I left Germany for the USA. My brother Erich had gone there 

in January. Carl Laemmle, a distant relative of my mother, furnished us all 

with affidavits so we could come to the US. My parents left Germany in 

August 1938.” 
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“I saw Laemmle for the last time in New York shortly before his death. Of 

course, we all have warm memories of him. He was a “crusader” for all 

Laupheimers. I settled in New York and took classes at a beauty school. 

After graduating I worked in a salon. I met my future husband in 1947; 

we were married in 1948. My brother Erich worked in a scrap metal 

company and gradually became self-employed. He was drafted into the 

Army, where he served until 1946. After his return to civilian life he 

resumed his business, married, and had two children. In 1982 he died. My 

father fell ill in 1941 and died in 1958. I went with my husband in 1951 to 

Louisville, Kentucky; after my father died, my mother moved in with us. 

She died at the age of 97 years.” 

 

“I had very mixed feelings in 1988 when I was invited to visit the city of 

Laupheim and its citizens again. The suffering that had been inflicted on 

us, the uprooting from our place of birth, was very difficult to overcome. I 

was among those favored by fortune, for whom life in the United States 

was very pleasant. We have two beautiful sons who are both very 

attached to us. They are married; one has twins.” 

 

 

Lore and Jack Silverman in 1989 during a reunion of the Bayer family in 

Chicago. Jack Silverman, who died in 2002, came from Tarnopol in Galicia. 

He worked in the furniture industry in the US, where he became 

prosperous. Lore, née Adler, now lives at an advanced age in Cleveland, 

Ohio. 

(Photo from the archive of Dr. Bayer) 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

BACH, Hugo,  
Clothier, 38 Kapellenstrasse 

  

Translated by: Laura Beach 
Supervisor: Renee Remy, M.A. Deutsche Linguistik 

Staatlich geprüfte Übersetzerin für Englisch und Technik 
Fremdspracheninstitut der Landeshauptstadt München 

  

KARL  NEIDLINGER  /  DR . UDO  BA YER  

 

 Hugo Bach, shopkeeper, born  February 18, 1888 in Laupheim, 

 married Selma Bach, (née Stiefel, born  January 2, 1889 in 

 Menzingen/Bruchsal), died in California. 

 – Max Bach, born  January 24, 1921 in Laupheim 

 – Heinz Bach, born  March 23, 1922 in Laupheim, died in the USA. 

 Brother: Ernst Bach, born 1894 

 Grandmother: Mathilde Bach, née Friedberger, born  February 28, 

 1866 in Laupheim, died  November 24, 1936 in Laupheim. Widow of 

 Max Bach, born 1852 in Muehringen/Oberamt Horb, died  April 6, 

 1916 in Laupheim. 

 Escaped to France with his family on  March 30, 1933; in 1938 

 emigrated to the USA (California). 

 

 



 

 

51 
 

 
Hugo Bach (middle) as a first grader in the  

Israelite Elementary School of Laupheim, 1894-5.  

(Collection of John Bergmann, donated to the Leo Baeck Institute, NY) 

 

The ancestors of the Bach family, who lived in Muehringen, Oberamt Horb, 
wrote their name “Bachmann” until 1828. The name was derived from the 

location of the family’s home in Muehringer Dorfbach. According to the 
results of John H. Bergmann’s genealogical research, the name was then 

simplified to “Bach.” Max Bach, who was born in Muehringen in 1852, 
married in November of 1877 in Laupheim; however his first wife Helene 

Neuburger died in 1885 at the age of 29. His second wife was Mathilde 
Friedberger, a sister of Markus Friedberger (see pg. 213), and she married 

in 1886. The trade in textiles and household goods, as well as articles for 

everyday life, constituted the family’s financial base after Max Bach’s 
arrival in Laupheim, as indicated by the 50-year anniversary sale 

advertisement from October, 1928 displayed above. 
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 50th anniversary sale, 1928 

Thus Max Bach must have entered the textile trade in 1878. 

(Laupheimer Verkuendiger, 11th October, 1928) 

 

All three of Max Bach’s sons, Fritz (born in 1878), Hugo, and Ernst (born 
in 1894) served in the First World War as soldiers and returned home 

unharmed after the end of the war in 1918. For most of his enlistment 
Hugo was assigned to the Ulm infantry regiment. He participated in the 

battle of Verdun through its entire duration and was made a non-
commissioned officer. 

 
On 30 December, 1918 

(immediately after his return from 
the war) he married Selma Stiefel of 

Menzingen bei Bruchsal. Their sons, 

Max and Heinz, were born in 1921 
and 1922. Until 1926, Hugo 

managed the family business on 
Kapellenstrasse 37 with his mother. 

Then Mathilde Bach sold the 
business to her son in exchange for 

a steady monthly pension, continued 
residence in the house, and a 

purchase price that by 1933 was still 
not paid in full. 
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Kapellenstrasse 40 and 38, two nearly identical houses with neo-baroque gables 

facing the street. The building on the right (Kapellenstrasse 38) housed both the 

Bach family and their shop, and was until recently home to the Dilger company.    

(photo: K. Neilinger) 

 

The advertisements for the company (a selection of which can be seen on 

the following pages) were unusual in their day for their unique ideas, large 

formats, and at times slogan-like wording. In some ways they seem truly 

modern! Hugo Bach had to deal with considerable competition in his 

location: the business of D. M. Einstein with his modern, spacious shop in 

the marketplace; and that of Hugo Hofheimer and Julius Heumann on 

Mittelstrasse, who carried a similar range of goods. 

 

Bach’s business relied on the wholesale of small wares and notions as a 

second source of income. He supplied a regular group of peddlers who 

operated primarily in the region of Bavaria. 

Consequently Hugo Bach already owned a car 

in the 1920s: first a Steiger and then a Benz. 

According to the recollections of his son Max 

(born in 1921) he was sometimes away up to 

three weeks at a time on business trips. This 

line of business became increasingly important, 

and after the onset of the Great Depression in 

the 1930s it became the most important one.  
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Quite mindful of the Christian clientele: Christmas, first communion, even 

Pentecost deals! (Hugo Bach probably also stocked rosaries) 
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This advertisement comes from the year 1914. The schwerer Zeit (difficult 

time) is believed to be the First World War, already four months 

underway. The hope of a speedy victory went unfulfilled. 

 

Emigration 

Hugo Bach’s family became the very first Jewish family to leave Laupheim 
after Hitler came to power. On 30 March, 1933, the parents travelled with 

their two children via Saarbruecken to France; first to Strasbourg and a 
few months later to Paris. Political, economic, and personal motives 

contributed equally to the decision. According to the account of Max’s son 

and the assessment of public authorities, the purpose was to escape. 
 

Max Bach recalled that his father Hugo was not happy in Laupheim. The 
family was almost completely alienated from Judaism and the Jewish 

community, and Hugo Bach took almost no part in social life. He was “a 
very private person who has no opportunity to hide in this place,” and 

would have greatly preferred living in an anonymous city. He formed his 
own thoughts with his attentive, critical mind, and then acted on them. 

“Better a wrong decision than none,” was one of his principles. 
 

The family had wanted to leave Germany since the onset of the Great 
Depression in 1931, but they were restrained by tax laws put in place by 

the Bruening government to prevent capital outflow. To avoid the so-
called “flight tax,” Hugo Bach gradually moved his assets abroad 

(especially to Swiss bank accounts), and safely managed to transfer his 

entire fortune before 1933.  He continued to grow his wholesale business, 
which clearly still had earning potential; operations in Laupheim, however, 

were reduced. 
 

Politically Hugo Bach was very conservative; he voted deutschnational 
(German National). His son said: “The party he chose would not allow 

someone of his parentage to join,” but he was not politically active. As a 
DNVP voter he thought little of the Weimar Republic, and he frankly hated 

the chancellery of Bruening. During the economic crisis he became 
convinced that Germany would become either Communist or Nazi (which 

one made little difference to him), and democracy would have no future. 
He therefore sought the right to establish himself in Switzerland and 

received permission from the canton of Chur. Then on 30 March, 1933, 
things happened quickly and caused him to change his mind on the spot. 

 
It was the last day before the Easter holidays, and Max Bach came home 

from his secondary school with a bad conscience. He expected a scolding 

because he had brought a soccer ball to school without permission, but 
things turned out differently. His mother greeted him anxiously and with 

no interest in the ball: “We have to get to Ulm,” she said.  Max ate 
quickly, and after a quarter of an hour the four of them drove away: the 
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chauffeur, Selma Bach, and the two boys – plus a couple of suitcases. Bit 
by bit Max learned the reason for the hasty trip. 

 
That morning two men, probably from the customs investigation unit, 

came into the store to talk to Hugo Bach. He was in the garden behind the 
house, but the employee who went to fetch him had to tell the “police-

looking men” that he wasn’t there but in Biberach. Immediately he 
borrowed a car and drove to Ulm. There he picked up all his cash (the 

chauffeur being quite helpful) and sent this message to his family, which 
was to follow after him: “we will go via Saarbruecken to France; not to 

Switzerland.” Max’s mother would rather have seen them move back to 

Laupheim, but she was accustomed to accepting her husband’s decisions. 
Since the customs officials thought he was going to Switzerland via 

Biberach, they sent his arrest warrant to the Swiss rather than the French 
border. Thus there was no difficulty crossing into France, and they settled 

in Strasbourg. 
 

Hugo Bach had taken his considerable financial assets with him, and so 
the family was able to get along comfortably. “It was both the luck and 

tragedy of his life that he never worked again,” his son recalled. The 
grandmother Matilde, however, remained in Laupheim. In Hugo Bach’s 

absence the business was managed at first by Josef Biber under the name 
Zum Schwanen, and from February, 1934 on by Mathilde Bach herself. 

She wanted to re-purchase the house and business in order to have a 
livelihood, but this failed due to astronomical back taxes: The tax office 

demanded 50,000 reichmarks (RM) in flight taxes, and the city claimed 

additional trade taxes of roughly 4,200 RM – all this with an average of 
437 RM monthly gross earnings from the store in 1933. Mathilde Bach also 

lost her monthly pension, and she had not yet received money from the 
sale of the house. The family’s attempt to be 

reunited in France failed in 1935. Due to 
“political reasons” and as security for the flight 

tax, German authorities refused to issue a 
passport for her. Seventy year-old Mathilde 

Bach died on 24 November, 1936 in Laupheim. 
In the cemetery she lies next to her deceased 

sister-in-law, Tirzah Ascher, who died in 1926 
and was born a Bach. Both of them received 

identical grave stones. 
 

“A once wealthy old woman:” Mathilde Bach 

Early ‘30s, on a Friedberger family photo. 

(Collection of J. Bergmann, donated to the Leo 

Baeck Institute, NY) 

In the fall of 1938 the Bach family left France 

as quickly as they had left Germany in 1933. 
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In late September, while the parents were on vacation in Switzerland, 

Hitler deluded the Western powers at the Munich Conference and was 

granted the Sudetenland. Hugo Bach broke off the holiday immediately 

and drove back to Paris to get visas for the United States. He was now 

certain that war was coming and would reach France. Because he was still 

able to demonstrate sufficient funds, he needed no affidavits for entry into 

the United States. By the year’s end the whole family was in New York.  

 

Max Bach 

Thanks to an early emigration at the age of twelve and the good fortune 

never to have met Nazis or Nazi oppression, Max Bach was able to retain 

an unstained memory of Laupheim and Germany: 

 

“My early teenage years were in Laupheim, and I have a warm feeling for 

the city and the people I knew at that time. I have never asked for 

reparations or anything from Germany. For me, emigration was a 

liberation. My years in Paris, my apprenticeship, and America gave me 

what is most valuable in life: choice, freedom. If my family had stayed in 

Laupheim, what would my future as the son of a Jewish merchant have 

been – even if there had never been a Hitler? My career choices would 

have been businessman, doctor, or lawyer, and I had not the slightest 

desire nor talent for any of them.” 

 

His younger brother Heinz, who died back in the ‘70s of last century, was 

a librarian. He taught himself languages, especially French, and later 

became a professor of Romance languages at the University of California, 

Davis. He met his wife in France as a US soldier in 1945, and she then 

became a mathematics professor at another university in California. 

That the family landed in California was due to a negative trait of Hugo 

Bach: he could hate some people deeply, and most of all he hated his 

stepmother. He found the Stiefel family already in New York when he 

arrived, and so he had no doubt about what to do: “California is farthest 

from New York, so he moved there. If my mother’s family had been in 

California, he might have moved to New York.” 
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“For me, California is paradise – paradise unfortunately does not exist – 

but it's hard for me to understand how you can live anywhere else.” Max 

Bach in front of his parents’ first home of in Berkeley, California. 

Nevertheless, according to information from Ernest Bergman, Max Bach 

now spends his retirement in Hawaii. (Photo: Archive of Dr. Bayer) 

  

In the early summer of 1945 Max Bach returned to Laupheim for the first 

time as a US soldier. He was stationed in Starnberg and was allowed a few 

extra days of leave to go to Laupheim. Many more visits would follow, and 

they only stopped when old age prevented him from travelling at will. 

“When I come back to Laupheim I mostly visit people I've known: the 

Halders, the Sillers, and now I also know the Bayers. And earlier there 

were a few other employees of my parents who are now deceased.” 

The first time Max Bach saw his friend and former neighbor Herbert Halder 

after the war, Halder was working in a bakery. To serve the friend who 

disappeared so suddenly twelve years before, Halder pushed an extra 

sheet of pretzels in the oven; “and the Halders baked the best pretzels in 

the whole city!” However he could offer his guest very little to drink. He 

complained to his childhood friend that it is hardly possible to buy a beer 

anymore, but this was no problem for someone in the uniform of the 

victors with a Jeep sitting in front of the house. Max Bach promptly drove 

to the Schlossbrauerei and “liberated” a keg of beer: “Officially the US 

Army has never seized, but only liberated!” It was a memorable reunion 

party, certainly the first Jewish-Christian one after the war in Laupheim; 
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and it was celebrated with the liberated beer from the Schlossbrauerei in 

the bakery. 

  Sources: 

1. From the museum files: 

a) Dr. Benigna Schoenhagen’s interview with Max Bach, held in Laupheim 

on 21 September, 1994 – 24 pages. 

b) Copy of an extract from the council minutes from April 1934, without 

number or exact date: “Section 186, tax arrears of Hugo Bach, local 

businessman.” 

2. From the collection of John Bergmann, Leo Baeck Institute, New York 

(on microfilm in the town archive of Laupheim): family tree of the Bach 

family. 

3. Advertisement from the Laupheimer Verkuendiger, town archive of 

Laupheim. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

BERGMANN,  
extended family,  

  

The following families lived in Laupheim in 1933: 

 

Family Max Bergmann,  13 
Schillerstrasse  

 

 

Family Edwin Bergmann, 9 

Sebastianstrasse  

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/17%20BERGMANN%20Edwin.htm
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Family Julie Bergmann,  

neé. Steiner, Bronner  2 Strasse  

 

 

Family Emma Gideon,  

neé. Bergmann, 21 Radstrasse  

Family Marco Bergmann,  

88 Ulmer Strasse  

 

 

Family Theodor Bergmann,  
47 Kapellenstrasse  

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/14%20BERGMANN%20Julie.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/38%20GIDEON%20Emma.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/16%20BERGMANN%20Marco.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/12%20BERGMANN%20Theodor.htm
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Family Clara Hofheimer,  

neé. Bergmann, 6 and 7 
Mittelstrasse  

 

Fotos: Karl Neidlinger / Michael Schick 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/50%20HOFHEIMER%20Clara.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/50%20HOFHEIMER%20Clara.htm
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

BERGMANN, J., & Co.,  
History of the Company 

 

Translated by: Janet Weiss 

KARL  NEIDLINGER  

 

 The Bergmann success story, at the end of the 19th century, is in 

 every way equal to the professional and social advancement of the 

 Steiner family in the first half of the century. Exactly like the rise of 
 the Steiner family -  from protected Jew to Lord of the Castle within 

 one generation - that of Josef and Anton Bergmann could be 
 summed up as the rise from travelling journeyman to worldwide op

 erating factory owner – also in one generation. This is the reason 
 why the history of each family follows the summary of the history of 

 the firm, as with the Adler families. 

  

 

Kapellenstrasse 25 and 26: In left half of the house, today the 

hairdresser’s Salon Scheffold, the Bergmann success story began in 
1873.The extension on the far left is the bakery which was transformed 

into a dye-works. (Photo: K. Neidlinger) 

Josef Bergmann, the founder of the business, was born in humble 

circumstances in 1850, in a village called Rowny with a population of 300, 



 

 

64 
 

in south-eastern Bohemia. His father Emanuel had been a pedlar and, in 
addition, had traded in human hair. After leaving school, his eldest son 

Josef was apprenticed to a dyer. Having finished his training, he set off on 
his travels as a journeyman, as was customary in those days. He spent 

quite a long period in Vienna, where he learnt how to dye and bleach 
human hair. 

About 1870 he stopped over in Krumbach, Swabia, where there was a 
large Jewish community and where he also met the landlord and landlady 

of the Jewish inn, “The Sun”. They had relatives, the baker Daniel M. 
Einstein, nicknamed “Beckadenile”, and his wife Fanny, née Haas, who 

lived on the Judenberg in Laupheim. Of all their eight children, only the 
second-youngest daughter, Friedericke, called “Rickele”, had reached 

adulthood. Both bakers, over sixty years of age, died in 1872/1873 within 
a short time. Their only daughter inherited very little besides the house, 

Judenberg 2, as the parents had been very poor. 

Five months after the death of Rickele’s father, after the community had 

temporarily supported the bereaved daughter, Josef Bergmann married 
Friedericke Einstein in 1874 and took over the house at Judenberg 2 (later 

changed to Kapellenstrasse 26). The relationship had presumably been 
brought about by the mediation of the relatives in Krumbach. For many 

years Josef Bergmann maintained friendly relations with Jewish and 
Christian families in Krumbach. 

Indeed Josef Bergmann had come to Laupheim before that, in 1872 or 

1873. In August 1873 he had officially registered his business in the town: 
he purchased untreated hair, bleached, dyed and refined it, in order then 

to sell it further to wig-makers and for hair-pieces. Untreated, cut human 

hair was at that time only to be obtained in Poland and Russia. Therefore 
Josef always had to undertake extensive journeys during the summer; in 

the cold season the refining and the resale of the ware took place. The 
little bakery on the Judenberg was transformed into a dye-works, 

obviously quite successfully. Probably in 1877, Josef Bergmann 
incorporated his younger brother Anton into his business as a shareholder. 

The latter had, up to then, worked as a waiter in Vienna. In March of the 
same year, Josef Bergmann also placed the printed advertisement in the 

“Laupheim Verkündiger”, which offered the first two vacant posts – for 
two grown-up girls – which the Bergmann company had created. 

 



 

 

65 
 

After his arrival in Laupheim, dated 1876/1877, Anton Bergmann lived in his 
brother’s house at Judenberg 2. In this house, later changed to Kapellenstrasse 

25 and 26, there were four different apartments. The neighboring house was 
occupied by the “Judenberg Adlers”, as Jakob Elias Adler’s family was called, to 

distinguish them from the “Kapellenstrasse Adlers”, who were not related to 
them. Jakob, nicknamed “Kobbel”, was married for the second time to Rosalia, 

called “Lala”. He earned his living as a weaver, and was even poorer than his 
neighbors. Between the neighbor’s new tenant and their daughter Helene 

Adler, born into his second marriage in 1861, there soon developed a 
relationship, the result of which Anton at first hoped to escape by emigration to 

America. However, his brother talked him out of this and helped him to accept 

the responsibility of a young father by paying for Anton Bergmann’s and 
Helene Adler’s wedding himself. This took place on the 29th July 1878 and it 

proved high time: their first son Marco saw the light of day on the 10th August 
1878 

 

(„Laupheimer Verkündiger“ of 27th July, 1878) 

The incorporation of a partner enabled the young business to expand its 
range of activities. Josef travelled to Bohemia, Galicia and other provinces 

belonging to the Danube monarchy. Anton’s destinations were Switzerland 
and Bavaria. Both families still lived in the house at Judenberg 2, and both 

were enriched almost every year by a new member. By 1890 Josef and 
Rickele had seven children, Anton and Lina five – almost all were born 

between September and January! The reason for this was that after 

Pessach at the latest, mostly earlier, the fathers started on their journeys 
and didn’t return until autumn. Only then were the mothers often able to 

pay their debts which had built up over the summer at the baker’s, the 
butcher’s or at the grocer’s, and it is at that time also that usually a child 

was born.  



 

 

66 
 

 
The first remaining photo of the Bergmann business in 1889 On either 

side of the staff are the proprietors: seated on the left, Josef, far right 

Anton Bergmann 

As the trade with processed hair was doing well, the chemical factory on 
the Judenberg with its intensive smells was moved far out of town. On the 

road to Risstissen in the “New World” a new chemical workshop was 
constructed, in which bleaching and dyeing was then carried out. Later on, 

this workshop was placed on the roof of the entrance building of the new 

factory in the König-Wilhelm-Strasse, in remembrance of the primitive 
beginnings. Josef Bergmann’s family temporarily left the cramped living 

conditions of the Judenberg and moved into the castle of Grosslaupheim, 
living as tenants of the Steiner family, but first without selling their former 

house. Three years later, a large plot of land was able to be purchased at 
the corner of the Radgasse and the Schwanengässle (today the site of the 

supermarket Feneberg), on which the construction of a new factory was 
immediately begun. As in 1897 Kilian von Steiner returned to Laupheim, 

he needed the apartment in the castle for himself, and so on the spot the 
decision was taken to erect a new imposing house for two families near 

the factory: the house Radstrasse 21 was built, which still exists today. 
However, until it was inhabitable, Josef and Rickele and their seven 

children had to move back again to Judenberg 2. After both Bergmann 
families moved to the Radstrasse, the apartments on the Judenberg were 

sold to the hairdresser Anton Hermann. 
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August Schenzinger’s description of the town of Laupheim, published in 
1897, mentions the Bergmann factory. The following extract reveals which 

further fields of activity had been added in the meantime and how many 
people had been enabled by the two employers to make a living: 

The latest comparatively large factory is the business owned by the 

Bergmann brothers which employs four sales representatives and 

manufactures hair products and hairdressing items. This new attractive 
property is situated in a garden in Radstrasse, next to which an 

appropriate residential building will be erected. Here, all the items which 
are somehow relevant to the hair-trade are produced, and not only will 

the male population with a shortage of hair find wigs of every variety, but 
also the ladies are provided with plaits according to their wishes and 

desires. There are plaits in both simple and intricate designs, and 
whatever is connected with hair or beards can be found in stock. Washing, 

splitting and dyeing of hair – all is carried out on a large scale here. 
Likewise this renowned business deals with just about all toiletries, 

particularly those which are used in the hairdressing businesses. As such 
manufacturers are rare, the products are in demand all over the world. 

Thirty to forty girls work specifically in the hair processing branch under 
the supervision of several foremen and hairdressing artists.  

 
The Bergmann factory as seen from the König-Wilhelm-Strasse 

 

There were two reasons why the enormous investment came at exactly 

the right time and paid off quickly. First of all, among women the fashion 

of wearing a hairnet caught on and the Bergmann business, with its new 

premises, was able to cope with the rapidly increasing demand for 

hairnets. The brand-name article from Laupheim, “The Net with a Spider”, 

dominated the market until after the First World War. The second, more 
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important reason, was that Bergmann & Co was able to profit from a 

completely unexpected advantage arising out of the imperial world politics 

at the turn of the century. China was being forced to yield to the struggle 

for supremacy of the European powers, and the German empire was also 

known to be attempting to gain a foothold there. European influence was 

increasing, and a decisive consequence for Bergmann was that more and 

more Chinese were having their plaits cut off, because they wanted to 

adapt to European trends of fashion. The result was virtually ideal for 

Bergman & Co: untreated human hair of best quality, the raw-material 

basis of the firm, thanks to the Europeanisation of “the Middle Kingdom” 

(China), and thanks to Chinese plaits cut off in great numbers and at 

increasingly cheaper prices! 

  

The two employers took a further step on their road to success. The 

Chinese hair refined in Laupheim, which was particularly suitable for the 

manufacture of hairnets, would soon no longer be meshed for nets in 

Laupheim, but for that purpose would be sent back to China, duty-free. 

For the Chinese women managed to mesh more nets than the German 

workers in the same amount of time, and they even did so for a fraction of 

the German wages. Globalisation arrived in Laupheim as early as 1900 

and at the beginning of the century, Josef and Anton Bergmann found 

themselves as early “global players”. 

 

There seemed to be almost nothing missing in the Bergmann range of 

products which, in the broadest sense, had to do with hair. Although wars 

can’t really be won with hair-pieces, Bergmann & Co even profited a little 

from the arms race preceding the First World War. For in Laupheim, the 

plumes for helmets were produced, which were an essential part of the 

dress uniform in many units of the Prussian-German army up to 1914. In 

the face of several enlargements of the army, the demand for colourful 

horse-hair plumes also increased enormously. 

 

Apart from the extension of the factory grounds in the Radstrasse during 

the pre-war period, two branches were set up, one in Chotebor/Bohemia, 

quite near the birthplace of the founder of the business, and another in 

Braunau, on the River Inn. The latter didn’t thrive and was soon 

abandoned. In contrast, the works in Chotebor became an important prop 

for the business in the Austrian-Hungarian Empire, as the Bohemian part 

of the Bergmann family was also active in the hair-trade there.   

 

Furthermore the question of a successor in the management of the firm 

was dealt with early enough. It was agreed that from each family only two 

sons or sons-in-law were to enter the firm as authorised partners - from 

Anton’s family, Marco and Edwin, and from Josef’s family, Theodor and 

Max. However, all of them only entered the management of the firm after 



 

 

69 
 

marriage between 1907 and 1910. This was certainly none too soon, as 

Anton Bergmann died at the early age of 58 in 1912. 

 

The outbreak of the First World War brought an abrupt end to the long 

upward trend of the past decades. The boom up to 1914 was followed by 

a long phase of recession, and it was never to be the same as before the 

war, which applied generally everywhere. 

  

World War I: Soldiers from the Bergmann family, 1915/1916. From left: Marco 
Bergmann, then serving as a driver, and his wife Elsa née Oppenheim. Leopold 

Wallersteiner (Ulm), trainer of recruits, and his wife Elsa née Bergmann. Paula and 

Edwin Bergmann, of the anti-balloon defence. 

Already on the third of August 1914 Willy Bergmann, Josef’s youngest son, reported 
for duty as a reservist, and Karl Bergmann, still too young for compulsory military 

service, reported voluntarily for military service. Both served the whole war period 
in the front line, they were wounded several times and were decorated. Karl later 

followed a career as an officer and became a lieutenant. In 1915 Marco, Max and 
Edwin were called up for service, so that only Theodor and his grandfather were still 

active in the company management. 
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Willy Bergmann, non-commissioned 

officer, 1918 in Macedonia 

 

 
Karl Bergmann, voluntary and  

reserve officer. 

 
  

Almost all the world-wide connections of the company collapsed; the 
company was not considered to be important for the wartime economy 
and could hardly be transformed for war purposes. So business continued 

on a reduced scale. The planners of the first total warfare in history came 
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up with the idea of a substitute product which the company was able to 
manufacture and by which the use of leather, necessary for war, could be 

reduced. Transmission belts were manufactured out of hair to substitute 
those made of leather.  

Certainly more significant was the voluntary commitment of the company 

and its partners for the national cause in order to contribute to a 

successful end to the war. Already in August 1914 a “Frauenausschuss für 
Liebesgaben” (Women’s Committee for charitable gifts) was set up in 

Laupheim, by which presents were collected and sent to the soldiers at 
the front. Warm underwear, tobacco, food, luxury foods and drink, simply 

everything that was thought necessary for the soldiers on the battlefield 
was collected by this committee. The collection point was the Bergmann 

factory in the König-Wilhelm-Strasse, as is stated in the announcement 
from the “Laupheim Verkündiger” on the 25th August, 1914. 

 

 

 

On the initiative of Mayor Schick and the town councillor Max Bergmann, 

lists of all the soldiers from Laupheim were published regularly in the 
newspaper from November 1914, so that later sometime a chronicle of the 

places of engagement of all war participants could be compiled. If a name 
was missing, or a reader noticed a different mistake, the corrections of the 

list were not handed in at the town hall, but at the doorman’s office in the 
Bergmann factory. 

The senior director, Josef Bergmann, invested a large amount of liquid 

assets in war loans and made many donations and set up foundations to 
contribute to a successful end of the war. Also, the Austrian-Hungarian 

army was borne in mind. For this he was awarded the Red Cross Silver 

Medal in 1916 by the Emperor Franz Josef, and in the same year, the 
Charlotte Cross by the King of Württemberg. 

Fortunately, after the end of the war, all of the soldiers of both Bergmann 

families returned home. Economically, things were progressing very slowly, for 
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it was a long time before supplies from Chinese sources became accessible 
again, and also a new trend in fashion caused a decrease in the sale of 

hairnets: ladies who wanted to be in fashion had their hair bobbed and no 
longer needed that old-fashioned item. Of course, all the women in the 

Bergmann family rejected this trend, except for the young generation.   

  

 

In November 1922, the founder of the firm, Josef Bergmann, died at the 
age of 73, and two years later his wife Friedericke followed him. Partly due 
to the tremendous inflation, there was a strong dispute about the 

inheritance among the children, in which the new senior director, Theodor, 
and his wife, Thekla, did not play a very pleasant part. On the death of 

the senior director, the surviving dependants set up a charitable 
foundation in his memory. This was devalued in an extremely short time 

due to the galloping inflation. Further strokes of fate followed: the 
daughter Flora, wedded name Stern, died in 1924 at the age of 46, the 

youngest son Willy was killed in a car accident in 1925, and Hugo 

Hofheimer, their daughter Klara’s husband, passed away in 1928. 
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The middle of the 1920s was accompanied by a slight upward trend, and 

the ground between the Schwanengasse and the König-Wilhelm-Strasse 
was purchased, the first truck was bought and the horse stable changed 

into a garage. Bergmann, in the meantime  transformed into a KG (limited 
company), still maintained its leading position in the hair products trade. 

The Württemberg Secretary of Economics, Reinhold Maier, certified the 

business as one of the most important export-oriented in the federal 
state. The greatest employer in Laupheim was at that time the Bergmann 

company. 

 

  

However, the beginning economic crisis of 1929 caused a decrease in 

sales for the company: in 1932 only half of the turnover of 1927, which 
had been the last good year, was reached. And still it was the only firm in 

Laupheim which suffered no dismissals during the Repression. 

To counterbalance the decreasing turnover in the factory’s business, 
experiments were increasingly carried out on hair cosmetics and colorings 

for hair. For this purpose, a chemical laboratory was established and a 
chemist was taken on. 
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One of the main reasons why Hitler came to power in 1933 was the 
desolate economic situation in Germany and his promise to alter this 

rapidly. That is why large companies, like Bergmann, which provided 
numerous jobs, could continue to work without problems during the first 

few years. For the unemployment would have become even more acute if 
measures had been taken against them. In 1933, Bergmann, with its 

roughly 150 employees, was the greatest employer in the administrative 
area of Laupheim as well as in the town itself, and paid the most taxes. 

There were no SA guards standing in front of the factory gates on the 1st 
of April 1933. The boycott was directed more towards the retail trade. The 

international network of the company was its protection at first against 

the great pressure of the ruling junta. This all led, at the beginning, to the 
four managers’ underestimation of the imminent danger of the Nazis. 

However, they weren’t the only ones in this respect. They were not the 
only ones to think  the nightmare would soon come to an end. “Give Hitler 

enough lead, then he’ll hang himself”, is one of Theodor Bergmann’s 
legendary misjudgements. Furthermore, the four were in disagreement 

and their cooperation was seriously affected. 

 The pressure became even more intense when the fanatical Nazi and 
anti-Semite, Marxer, became Mayor in 1935. Nazi sympathizers among 

the Bergmann staff spied on behalf of the Party and accused the 

proprietors of a made-up breach of exchange-control regulations, among 
other things. They sabotaged the business, for example, by passing on the 

names of business partners to the “Stürmer” (Nazi-controlled newspaper), 
which then denounced them as being friends with Jews. Year after year, 

the turnover decreased and in 1937, Marco and Theodor fled abroad – an 
uncoordinated step. Marco escaped to the USA with a visitor’s permit, 

Theodor left the country with incomplete documents for the Duchy of 
Liechtenstein. This made the observation of the two remaining partners all 

the more rigorous and worsened their situation. 

Since 1937, there had been deliberations and negotiations about the 

business being sold to the two executives, Beck and Würstle, although the 
compulsory Aryanization had not yet been put into force. In July 1937, the 

accountant, Fritz Beck, was incorporated into the management as a 
contact to the state authorities. Also interested was Otto Miller, likewise 

an executive who had worked in the firm for over thirty years. However, 
the proprietors’ trust in him had been ruined since he had become a 

member of the NSDAP Party and also deputy chief of the local NSDAP 
branch. They also suspected Miller of being the most significant Nazi 

“submarine” (mole) in the business, supplying the Party with internal 
information and therefore, they definitely didn’t want his participation. 

However, Beck and Würstle didn’t obtain the permission of the authorities. 
When the time came, they were compensated with a share of 18% each, 

Otto Miller received the same and an old pal of Mayor Marxer, a dairy-
owner from Biberach called Fischbach, who had no idea about the hair-

trade, received a share of 46%, the largest share of the Bergmann 
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company. But by the time the sale was finally approved and signed, the 
price had dropped from originally 249,000 Reichsmarks to 27,500 

Reichsmarks. After the “Pogromnacht” (Night of Broken Glass) in 1938, 
the three proprietors, Theodor, Max and Edwin were imprisoned in Dachau 

for weeks and returned home, sick and broken men. Shortly before the 
deportation to Dachau, Theodor had returned to Laupheim of his own free 

will, as the Nazis had promised him financial benefits if he emigrated later. 
Of course, nothing of the promise was kept, the return to Germany had 

brought him three weeks in a concentration camp and, as a result, his 
health was ruined. After the release of the three proprietors from Dachau 

– the last was Max on the 14th December, 1938 – a new name was 

already emblazoned on the factory gate, although the sale of the business 
had not yet been finalized: it was no longer called Bergmann KG, but 

“Württembergische Haarfabrik Fischbach & Co”. The three still rightful 
owners were forbidden to enter their premises.  

Edwin Bergmann and his family were able to flee to England on the 9th 

February, 1939, and emigrated later to the USA, followed by Theodor on 
the 8th March. Max, who signed the sales contract alone on the 20th March, 

was the last to receive an emigration permit four days later. Robbed of 
the last penny by the German authorities and their special taxes, the once 

wealthy businessmen arrived penniless in America – with the exception of 

Marco, who had fled earlier. 

Only two of the four partners lived to see the restitution proceedings 
carried out after the war. Theodor had died already in 1941 and his 

brother Edwin in 1947. The talks and negotiations with a view to 
restitution were only beginning at that time. It was under discussion 

whether the business should be returned completely to the family or if the 
new owners should remain involved. Marco and Max were very much 

weakened by poor health, and the cooperation with Theodor’s widow, 
Thekla, proved difficult. Most of the sons had, in the meantime, taken up 

other professions or were established in other lines of business. 

Nevertheless, they were at least able to come to an agreement that 
cooperation or even partnership with Miller was entirely out of the 

question. They were more prepared to plan the future of the business with 
Fischbach as a partner, since the relationship with him was not so 

disrupted. Yet Fischbach, on his part, was not prepared to separate from 
Miller as partner. And so a joint solution for the future was eliminated. The 

restitution department and the courts of justice had to act. Here also, as 
before the war, the fight carried on, with no holds barred and much 

conspiracy. The legal action occupied much time, but the former 
proprietors were able to achieve their goals completely.  

On the 31st December, 1948, the restitution authorities in Ravensburg 
decreed that the company and all rights should be returned to the former 

owners and the sales contract of 1939 was  declared null and void. In a 
further verdict of the 7th October, 1949, the objections of Fischbach and 

Miller were remanded. The court decision was then confirmed by the 
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courts of appeal of Tübingen, in January 1951, and of Rastatt in October 
1951.  

In December 1952, when the Ravensburg restitution authorities fixed 

Fischbach and Miller’s compensatory payment to Bergmann at 22,000 
Deutschmarks, none of the former four partners profited: Marco had been 

killed in a car crash in June 1952 between Ulm and Laupheim, and Max, 

suffering from homesickness for Laupheim, died on the 1st August in the 
same year in the USA. 

Already during the court procedures that appeared futile for them, 

Fischbach and Miller had set up another business in the Ulmer Strasse, 
which they named “Württembergische Haarveredelung”, and for which 

they went headhunting for staff, know-how etc. from Bergmann. The new 
Bergmann company passed into the possession of Marco Bergmann’s 

descendants. The other families no longer had a share. In 1954 they 
entered a partnership with the firm “Freund”, and moved later into the 

new industrial estate near the station. All the new proprietors, however, 

remained in the USA. In 1955, the old manufacturing plant at the corner 
of Radstrasse and König-Wilhelm-Strasse was demolished, except for the 

residential building which still exists today. A supermarket was built in its 
place.  
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

BERGMANN, Josef,  
Overview: The family  
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

BERGMANN, Theodor,  
47 Kapellenstrasse  

  

Translated: Wolfgang Reich 

  

KARL  NEIDLINGER  

 
 Theodor Bergmann, born on 17th December 1875 in Laupheim, 

 died on 16th August 1941 in NY, OO Thekla Bergmann, née Steiner, 
 born on 22th August 1881 in Laupheim, died on 27th February 1974 

 in Seattle/USA. 
  

 –  Hildegard „Hilde“,born on 24th January 1908, died on 24th April 
 1997 in Seattle/USA, 

  
 –  Ilse, born on 24th January 1911, died on 15th July 1953. 

  

 The whole family emigrated to the USA between 1933 und 1939. 
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With regard to Josef Bergmann’s eldest son and his family we have the 
least information or photos. There are  two reasons for this lack of 

information about him: firstly, even back then in Laupheim he appeared to 
be the member that least participated in the life of his extended family, 

and secondly, all contacts between the family and all their relatives were 
cut off entirely after their emigration to the US. That is why “John” Hans 

Bergmann’s family chronicle provides the least information about uncle 
Theodor, as the author seemed to have hardly any material about him. 

  
John Bergmann’s family chronicle is the 

most important basis for the company 

history on the preceding pages and also 
for the following six family histories. 

Theodor, who always read a great deal, 
was  “perhaps the most intelligent and 
intellectual” among the later four 

company owners, . After primary school 
he attended the Laupheimer Lateinschule 

(Laupheim grammar school) and 
graduated with the so-called 

„Einjaehrige“, as the respective 

secondary education certificate was called 
at that time. After graduation he began 

his professional life, meaning for the 
sons, as it once did for their father Josef 

Bergmann, to take to the road. Theodor 
worked for several years in Italy, also 

learning the language. In 1903 he spent some months in England. It was 
not only good connections, business experience and the Italian tongue he 

brought back to Laupheim, but also his passion for the Italian Opera. The 
“Bergmann whistle”, which he introduced, mastered to perfection by every 

family member except Grandfather, was a well-known tune from one of 
the operas. Whenever the whistle was heard, everybody knew: there was 

a Bergmann coming! 

In 1907 he married Thekla Steiner (born 1881) of the well-respected 

Steiner family. It was her parents’ house in the Kapellenstrasse 47 that 
she brought into the marriage as dowry. After restructuring and 

renovation it became their family residence. In 1908 their first daughter 
Hildegard, also called Hilde, was born,  followed by their second daughter 

Ilse in 1911. From 1904 Theodor and his cousin, Marco Bergmann, were 
managing directors and in 1907 he became joint partner with plenary 

authority. 

On the outbreak of  the First World War Theodor was already 40 years old, 

which saved him as the only one of the four partners from report for duty. 
During the war he ran the company together with his father. 



 

 

80 
 

The family lived a rather private and secluded life and had but few 
contacts either with their  relatives or with others. John Bergmann 

attributes this fact mainly to Theodor’s wife Thekla,  who tended to be 
seen in a negative light, and to her domineering influence on her husband. 

She could never get along with anybody except herself and had only her 
own benefit in mind. This became apparent after Josef Bergmann’s death 

in 1922, when Theodor was to share out his private inheritance. This was 
followed by severe arguments in the family, which did not help to improve 

the image of the  “Theodor side” 

 
Thekla Bergmann, née Steiner,  

with her daughter Hilde 
  

The elder daughter, Hilde, married Hermann Schmidt in Stuttgart in the 
late 20’s and from there she emigrated to the US with him later on. Ilse, 

the younger daughter, began her medical studies in Tuebingen in 1930, 
which she had to  abandon in 1933. She took up her studies in Vienna, 

but it  is unclear for how long. In 1937 she married Kurt Lebrecht from 

Ulm with whom she emigrated to the US early in 1937.From 1933 the 
three brothers, and especially Theodor, as senior director, were uncertain 

how to assess and cope with the increasing Nazi pressure and terror. Over 
a long period of time they appeared undecided and divided, which became 

obvious with Theodor’s poorly planned and ill-conceived first emigration to 
Liechtenstein in 1937. Being better off than the others with the 

inheritance from his parents-in-law he moved to the small principality of 
Liechtenstein without all the necessary documents and without 

Liechtenstein’s explicit permit. He came back one year later voluntarily, 
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though, after the Nazis had promised him financial benefits with regular 
emigration to the US later. Of course they did not keep their promise but 

deported Theodor and the others to Dachau in the Reichspogromnacht 
(Night of Broken Glass), but he managed to return after four weeks even 

though he was seriously ill. 
 

He went to the hospital in Laupheim for treatment where he was accepted 
and taken in but it was only the women’s section which could provide a 

bed for him. So he had to make use of the women’s toilets where he 
unfortunately met a leader of the BdM (Nazi association of German Girls). 

The woman felt offended by the presence of a Jew and reported Theodor 

to the party executive committee: still very sick he was forced to leave 
the hospital. 

After the night of the pogroms in 1938 almost all German Jews tried to 
flee their homeland as fast as they could. But the immigration countries, 
also the US, were still very reluctant to hand out entrance visas, raising 

anxiety and emotional pressure among would-be emigrants. Those 
tensions destroyed the relationship between Theodor’s family and the 

other Bergmanns. Due to the collapse of trust there were hardly any 
contacts between them. For more details see the Edwin family. 

Theodor died young in New York as early as 1941 but his wife Thekla, with 
whom all the others had to  come to an understanding during the 

restitution negotiations after the war, reached the ripe old age of 92 
years. She died in Seattle, Washington, in 1973, where also their 

daughter Hilde had settled with her husband Hermann Schmidt. Theodor’s 
second daughter Ilse was married twice, first to Kurt Lebrecht and, after 

her divorce, to Siegfried Einstein from Buchau. In her second marriage 
Ilse gave birth to Theodor Einstein, later physics professor at the 

University of Maryland. 

None of the children became involved with the Bergmann company so the 

shares were passed over to Marco Bergmann’s descendants in the 50s.  

All the children and grandchildren settled the differences long ago, as 
Ernest Bergman pointed out in an interview. And thus cordial and 

amicable relations have been established between the emeritus professor 
of biology Ernest Bergman and the physics professor Ted Einstein. Having 

grown up, Hilde married Hermann Schmidt in Stuttgart in the late 20’s 

and from there she emigrated to the US with him later on. 

Source:  

John Bergmann: The Bergmanns from Laupheim, 1983. 
Fotos: Staatsarchiv Sigmaringen, Wü 65/18 T4, Nr. 13-17, Archiv Ernst 

Schäll. 

 



 

 

82 
 

The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

BERGMANN, Max 
13 Schiller Street 

 

Translated by: Anja Jetter, Annika Müller, Dilara Akintürk, 
Annalena Schächinger, Camille Green-Philippe and Margret 

Bodmann  
Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez  

Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg  
Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen, Englischabteilung 

 
KARL NEIDLINGER 

 

 

 Max Bergmann (December 9, 1879 – August 1, 1952)  
 married Henriette (“Henny”) Stern (February 21, 1886 – January 8, 

 1974) their children 
 

 John Hans (October 28, 1908 – November 27, 1996) 
 

 Gertrud (“Trudl”) (November 5, 1911 – December 5, 2002) 
 

 The entire family immigrated to the USA between 1934 and 1939. 
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The early years 
 
Max Bergmann was Josef Bergmann’s fourth 

child and second eldest son. After having 
finished the public Jewish elementary school, 

he attended Laupheim’s Lateinschule 
(secondary school), but left after only four 

years. This early departure at the age of 14 
was common for those who wanted to learn a 

trade. Max trained to be a barber and his 

father taught him how to bleach and dye 
hair, which was the line of work of the family 

company Bergmann, J. & Co (for further 
information, see separate article: Neidlinger, 

“Bergmann, J., & Co.”). Like his brothers, he  
 

then went abroad. However, his stay in the USA was not very successful, 
so he came back to Laupheim in 1897 “a little richer in wisdom and 

experience, but otherwise as poor as he left” (Bergmann 34). Isaac David 
Einstein, a cousin on his mother’s side and a successful textile 

businessman in New York, had promised to help Max with his new start, 
but never did. Therefore, Max, son of a businessman, had to be content 

with odd jobs at the bowling alley or as a barber’s assistant. Once Max 
had saved enough money for his return, in steerage, he traveled back to 

Laupheim. His subsequent journeys through Germany proved more 

successful: he was able to establish contacts with different chemical 
companies such as Degussa or what would later become IG Farben 

(“Syndicate of Dyestuff-Industry Corporations”). Through the years, he 
kept in touch with these contacts, which ended up being very important 

for his business.  
 

In 1908 Max married Henriette (“Henny”) Stern from 
Hattingen, Westphalia, and entered the management 

of Bergmann, J. & Co as an equal shareholder. The 
Stern family was a long established Jewish family from 

Westphalia, where Henny’s parents owned a men’s 
clothing store in Hattingen. Max and Henny had met 

five years earlier at the wedding of Flora Bergmann 
(Max’s older sister) and Samuel (“Uhl”) Stern. Despite 

the physical distance, the relations with their 

Westphalian relatives were well maintained; and each 
summer between 1909 and 1914 Henny spent a few 

weeks with her children, Hans and Trudl, at her 
parents’ place in Hattingen.  

 
Henriette (“Henny”) Bergmann, née Stern 
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When the war broke out in 1914, Max was not 
immediately drafted, as he belonged to the 

“untrained reserves”, which means he had not 
served in the military yet.  

 
However, he was eventually drafted in 1915 and 

spent most of the next few years in the field 
artillery, on the Russian front. In 1918 he returned 

home unharmed and in 1919 the family could 
finally move into their own home on 13 Schiller 

Street. Since there was not much space around 

the house, which had been bought and renovated 
during the First World War, Max Bergmann also bought a garden lot on 

the opposite side of the street. He must have made a true masterpiece of 
the flower garden, for many sources, and eyewitnesses to history mention 

it particularly for its diverse and colorful dahlia splendor. 
 

 

Max Bergmann as a local politician 
 

What made Max Bergmann stand out from his brothers and cousins was 
his great social and political commitment to Laupheim. He devoted his life 

to the town for almost 30 years and would have never stopped had it not 
been for the Nazis, who forcefully and ultimately put an end to it all in 

March 1934. Maybe it was the negative experience in America that made 

him become particularly involved in his home town soon after his return; 
or maybe it was the fact that he had maintained equally good contact with 

both Christians and Jews since his early youth; or maybe even the fact 
that he had learned a skilled trade instead of a commercial profession, 

which had made him more down-to-earth. 
 

 
Another characteristic of Max 

Bergmann was his passion for 
nature, as his son Hans 

mentions in the Bergmann 
family chronicle, from which 

most of the information in this 
article has been taken. It is 

no surprise his first social 

involvement was in the 
Verschoenerungsverein 

Laupheim (association for the 
beautification of Laupheim, 

VVL), which he joined shortly 
after the turn of the century. 

Until then, the association had 
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worked rather insularly and with moderate success. Max Bergmann was 
elected secretary of the VVL in 1909 and three years later president, a 

position he held until November 1933. Starting in 1913, trees were 
planted along the streets of Laupheim and in the 1920s the Hoehenanlage 

was created, a city park at the city’s highest point (VVL, Verkehrs- und 
Verschönerungsverein e.V.); Laupheim’s citizens replaced the rather 

bureaucratic and abstract sounding term Hoehenanlage by the beautiful, 
but now forgotten name Max’a Gaarta, which means “Max’s garden” in 

Swabian dialect. All these projects were financed by various campaigns of 
the VVL and its president. During the war, when Max served on the 

Russian front, the then local administrator Schick wrote him a letter, 

explaining how much the city missed him and how he had to hurry, win 
the war and come back as soon as possible. 

 
Since he had not been drafted yet, Max Bergmann was still able to hold 

the annual meeting of the VVL on January 25, 1915, which took place in 
the Schluessel, a restaurant in Laupheim. The Laupheimer Verkuendiger, 

a local newspaper, published Max's speech verbatim from this event. The 
main extracts quoted here document the patriotic and nationalistic 

mindset of that year, which of course also infected the German Jews: 
 

“Seventy-five of our members are fighting a 
war instigated by a world of enemies against 

our beloved fatherland. They followed the 
call to arms with courage and patriotic fire in 

order to defend our homes against the 

enemy’s criminal rage. Thanks to God’s help 
and the heroic courage of our troops, the war 

is fought in hostile lands in the East and in 
the West and our fatherland is protected 

from any invasion. Although the work is not 
yet fully done, we believe we can already say 

that this, the biggest war of all, will have a 
fortunate outcome for us and our children 

and we will be spared such a misfortune 
during our lifetime. However, this terrible 

war has already left behind shocking gaps 
among our armies. …” (Neidlinger, 

“Bergmann, Max”) 
 

1928, inauguration of the town gym: On the 

left, Max Bergmann as a member of the 
construction committee and behind him, 

member of the Town Council Anton Ganser. 
On the right, bank director Richard Heumann 

and local administrator Konrad.  
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Max was not only the president of the Verschoenerungsverein, but also 
president of the local Red Cross unit, which he co-founded in 1911. In the 

same year, he was elected member of the Town Council for the first time. 
However, he never belonged to any political party.  

 
In May 1919 two members of the Bergmann family ran as candidates for 

the first election of the Town Council after the lost war: Max Bergmann 
received the most votes of all 26 candidates, whereas Elsa Bergmann, his 

cousin Marco’s wife, was only a few votes short of making the Town 
Council. She had compiled her own list of women including two 

candidates, but for all that, Laupheim was obviously not ready for a 

female member of the Town Council yet, since women’s suffrage had only 
recently been introduced.  

 
Max’s social involvement became particularly apparent during the crisis 

year of 1923, when he and a few citizens in a better financial position 
organized a soup kitchen for fellow citizens and schoolchildren in need. 

Every day until 1925, the soup kitchen provided a warm meal for up to 
150 pupils and 120 elderly people.  

 
After the flood catastrophe of 1926, he launched a fundraising campaign 

for the victims, collecting 20,000 Reichsmarks, and after this, he 
vehemently promoted the regulation of the Rottum River to prevent such 

incidents from happening again. 
 

His son Hans further illustrates Max Bergmann’s commitment in his 

chronicle: 
 

“Charity was also important in our home on a personal level. Never were 
non-Jewish, well-wishers before Rosh Hashanah Holy Days or on 

Christmas, nor even the most obnoxious of the many schnorrers sent 
away without an appropriate gift, a piece of clothing, and sometimes a 

meal. Each year, baskets filled with loaves of fruit bread (hutzelbrot), 
knackwurscht, and freshly baked rolls were prepared the week before 

Christmas and delivered a few days before Christmas to the residents of 
the Home for the Elderly, located behind the old town wall. So that the 

Max Bergmann family retained personal contact with the poorest of the 
town, the children, Hans and Trudl, had to accompany the maids and help 

deliver the presents by pushing the wheelbarrow or sled, to the house for 
the needy. The word tzedakah, or charity, was never used in our home, 

but it was always practiced.” (Bergmann 121, rephrased by the translation 

team) 
 

It must also be mentioned that Max Bergmann actively participated in the 
local festival commission, helped improve the provision of medical care in 

Laupheim’s County Hospital, organized a big agricultural exposition at the 
end of the 1920s and attempted to provide Laupheim with a swimming 

pool, since there were no lakes (however, when the pool was opened in 
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1933, a new sign indicated that Jews were prohibited). Those are just a 
few of the many examples of his social commitment. Many years later, his 

son recalled that they never talked about anything else but Laupheim at 
home. It is certainly not a coincidence that Max Bergmann’s son was to 

explore the history of his family and of Laupheim’s Jewish community. 
 

Every year, the Jewish Choir Society 
Frohsinn organized a ball for Purim. 

In the years before the First World 
War, a program booklet was issued 

in which the community’s 

happenings were humorously and 
ironically commented on and a few 

individuals were jokingly made fun 
of. The advertisement on the left, 

taken from the booklet of 1912 is 
about Max Bergmann, the local 

politician. 
On January 5, 1933, shortly before 

the beginning of the German 
catastrophe, Max and Henny 

celebrated their silver wedding 
anniversary with relatives in 

Chemnitz. They received over 150 
greeting cards from Laupheim. 

However, it was in that very year 

that Max’s charitable commitment to 
the city would be forcefully ended. 

 
 

 
 

During the Nazi Era 
 
The dismissal of the opposition and Jewish members of the Town Council 

(part of the Gleichschaltung carried out throughout Germany) proceeded a 
bit slower in Laupheim than in other parts of the country, but on May 22, 

1933, local administrator Konrad had to inform his good friend Max 
Bergmann that he was no longer a member of the Town Council, effective 

April 1. With great courage, Konrad mentioned Max Bergmann’s major 

contributions to Laupheim twice in a public report in April 1934 on the 
occasion of his 10th anniversary of service.  

 
Max had a particular preference for the Verschoenerungsverein (VVL). He 

was committed to it with heart and soul. On November 28, 1933, the local 
Nazi leader Abdon Lemmle wrote to Paul Schmidt, the VVL’s second 

president and his own father-in-law, that the Nazi state would no longer 
allow a Jew to lead the VVL. Consequently, Max resigned from presidency 
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and 24 other members (not all Jewish) left the association as well. Even 
the Nazi press had no choice but to acknowledge Max Bergmann’s merits 

after his withdrawal because anything to the contrary would have been an 
obvious lie. 

 
Between October 1933 and March 1934 Max Bergmann left the following 

clubs and associations: the Kneipp club (practice of water therapy 
invented by Sebastian Kneipp), the Navy League, the Schwaebischer 

Albverein (Swabian hiking club), the Laupheim poultry club, the shooting 
club, the Musikverein (music society), the gymnastics club, the soccer 

club, the Kriegerverein (veterans’ association) and the Choir Society 

Concordia. His son Hans describes the situation in his chronicle as follows:  
 

“It was difficult for Max to comprehend the change taking place. He 
continued for a while to frequent his favorite taverns to meet some of his 

old cronies, but by the end of 1934 it was evident that his presence was a 
liability to the innkeepers, who may still have been his friend[s], and an 

embarrassment to some of the patrons. He realized that the social 
isolation of the Jew[s] in Germany was now complete. 

 
During 1937 he was for a few days under Town Hall arrest [,] accused of 

‘Rassenschande’, a new word in the Nazi dictionary meaning ‘consorting 
with an [A]ryan woman’. He was falsely accused of having a relationship 

with one of the workers. The source of the defamation was never 
discovered, but after a few days he was vindicated of all charges and let 

go.” (Bergmann 123) 

 
 

The Bergmann children 
 
Max Bergmann’s daughter Gertrud (“Trudl”) was one of the first of the 

extended Bergmann family to leave Germany, having immigrated to Spain 
in May 1934. She had worked as a medical laboratory technician in a 

doctor’s office in Munich and pursued this profession in Valencia. In 1935 
in Madrid, she married Fred Faessler, a Catholic from Schwaebisch 

Gmuend, Germany. While they were on vacation in San Sebastian, 
Northern Spain, in 1936 the Spanish Civil War caught them by surprise 

and they were not able to return to their home, since the rebels had 
blockaded Madrid. Their entire belongings were lost. Eventually, they 

managed to escape to France on a British warship. 

 
In July 1936 the couple was back in Germany, either in Laupheim or in 

Schwaebisch Gmuend, waiting for their exit and permission to leave visa 
for the USA. Fortunately, they had married shortly before the Nuremberg 

Laws were enacted, and as such they were able to obtain all the necessary 
papers to immigrate to New York in May 1937.  
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Gertrud’s brother Hans immigrated to New York in November 1934. His 
school career in the 1920s was not very straightforward. He had to attend 

three high schools in Laupheim, Stuttgart and Frankfurt am Main before 
he, with much difficulty, was finally able to pass the high school leaving 

examination in 1929, two years later than scheduled. Afterwards, in order 
to follow in his father’s footsteps and to be able to take over the technical 

management of Bergmann J. & Co., he started studying chemistry at the 
University of Frankfurt am Main, yet with moderate success. But then, he 

had an identity crisis, as ironically described in his chronicle:  
 

“Somehow to spend the rest of his life in Laupheim never appealed to 

him, nor did he anticipate with pleasure working for many years for his 
rather impatient and excitable father, nor his uncles. Since he was 

afflicted with chronic thirst for beer, his intention to become a master-
brewer, against the violent opposition of his parents, was really not 

farfetched. The family had only one reaction, ‘Jetzt verkommt er vollends’ 
(‘[N]ow he will go […] to the dogs!’), and in the Ochsen in Laupheim one 

could hear ‘Wann laesst er sich schmadden?’ (‘When will he get 
baptized?’). Though there existed quite a few breweries in Germany 

owned by Jews, (some with marriageable daughters), he was 
contemplating emigration right from the beginning of his brewing studies.” 

(Bergmann 92) 
 

Hans gave up on his chemistry studies in 1931 and went to the Faculty for 
Brewing Science at the Technical University of Munich in order to pursue 

his dream job as a brewmaster. In 1933 he worked in a brewery in 

Freiberg/Saxony and stayed with relatives in a city close by, Chemnitz, 
where he witnessed intense anti-Semitic rioting. After other workers had 

seriously beaten up one of his Jewish colleagues, Hans decided to quit his 
job and to leave Germany for a short while upon the advice of his 

employer. He managed to cross the border to Czechoslovakia, where he 
hiked through the Sudetenland, from brewery to brewery, before 

returning to Germany without difficulty. During the semester break of 
1933-1934, he worked at the Lowenbrau brewery in Munich, and in the 

summer of 1934 he graduated as a brewmaster and immigrated to the 
USA shortly afterwards. Prohibition in the US had just been lifted a year 

earlier and there was a high demand for skilled personnel in this field. He 
had only been able to graduate due to a provision for the children of 

Jewish veterans of the First World War: As an exception they were allowed 
to complete studies or apprenticeships they had previously started.  

 

As far as the true intentions of the Nazi regime are concerned, Hans 
Bergmann already had a pessimistic opinion at the beginning of 1933 

when Hitler became Chancellor of the German Reich; later his opinion was 
validated when he and his cousin Fritz Hofheimer witnessed the big 

military parade, “Day of Potsdam”, in Ulm in March of the same year. 
Further confirmation of his apprehensions, which would subsequently 
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become reality, grew stronger after a noteworthy encounter at the train 
station in Ulm in the summer of 1934:  

 
“The highest ranking SS officer in Laupheim was Friedrich Rueckert Sturm 

Fuehrer (captain), a young bank official, personally known to and friendly 
with many Jews of his age group. Rueckert held an unjustified or possibly 

justified grudge against his former Jewish employer and became an early 
Nazi. One day during 1934 Hans saw him in his dreaded black uniform, 

skull and crossbones, swastika, shiny riding boots and all, at the Ulm 
Railway Station. Hans was extremely uneasy and embarrassed and tried 

to avoid him, but Rueckert approached him, shook hands, and asked him 

about his emigration plans. When he was told that [Hans] was presently 
finishing university[,] he suggested in all earnestness to leave Germany 

immediately and [to advise] all Laupheimer ‘friends’ to do the same, 
indicating that ‘these people’, namely the Nazis, meant business.” 

(Bergmann 148) 
 

Max and Henny’s emigration 
 
However, it was not until the middle of 1938 that Max and Henny faced 

the painful truth that there would be no future for them in Nazi Germany. 
Meanwhile, the Jewish citizen Max Bergmann was no longer allowed to sit 

on the park benches that he had once paid for in the park that he had 
built. Members of the Hitler Youth organization were allowed to abuse 

Laupheim’s once most-respected citizen and his employees in the firm 

were forbidden to get in touch with him directly. Contact was allowed only 
via middlemen. But before they could emigrate, Max and Henny had to 

experience the Kristallnacht on November 9, 1938. Like other Jewish men, 
Max was dragged out of his house by SA members and had to witness the 

destruction of the synagogue. All the while big stones were hurled from 
the neighboring carpenter’s workshop, through the windows of his 

bedroom, where Henny had been left totally unprotected and alone. The 
arrested Jewish men were brought to the Dachau concentration camp the 

day after. 
 

On the morning of 
November 10, 1938, as 

the news of the 
Kristallnacht appeared in 

New York newspapers, 

an indescribable panic 
broke out among the 

German-Jewish 
emigrants and was 

further escalated with 
the arrival of the first 

personal news from 
Germany. The 



 

 

91 
 

Bergmanns in New York heard about what had happened in Laupheim 
from Uncle Max Biedermann from Winterthur, Switzerland. He had 

expressly sent one of his employees who had a Swiss passport to 
Laupheim to investigate the situation. When it became known that people 

in concentration camps who could show exit visas or similar documents 
were more likely to be released, John Bergmann made intense efforts to 

get such papers faster for his father, but was not successful.  
 

“The time and income lost for visits to consulates, meetings and telegraph 
expense[s] (...) was considerable.” (Bergmann 128) The US consulate in 

Stuttgart always gave the same information: Max and Henny Bergmann’s 

emigration was set for February or March 1939 and a preferential 
treatment or a faster handling of the process was impossible.  

 
“When it was learned that somebody was arriving [in New York] from 

Laupheim, whoever had time welcomed the person at the pier. One of the 
first after the Dachau arrest was Dr. Josef (Seppl) Friedberger. He looked 

ghastly, his hair shorn; he had come straight from the concentration 
camp. His report was reassuring. The treatment was brutal and 

humiliating, but for those who could stand the strain there existed a good 
chance of survival. Sick people, however, were in danger.” (Bergmann 

129) 
 

Therefore, it was a great relief for the Bergmanns in New York when they 
learned that Max had finally been set free from Dachau on December 14, 

six weeks after his arrest. He was the last of the whole Bergmann family 

to be released. 
 

Afterwards, Max and Henny stayed a good four months in Laupheim until 
they could emigrate. At the time, the Jewish community consisted of more 

than a hundred unemployed members who needed support, along with the 
numerous non-local Jews who had roots in Laupheim and had returned 

penniless and were also in need of support. Max, as a member of the 
synagogue executive board and of the Chevra Talmud Thora (chevra: 

Hebrew for “brotherhood”), helped wherever he could.  
 

Before they could emigrate, Max and Henny were forced to liquidate the 
firm and their personal assets. It became increasingly clear that the Nazi 

state aimed for completely depriving the emigrants of their possessions. 
Many taxes were imposed, such as the Reich Flight Tax and the Jewish 

Property Levy (Judenvermögensabgabe), and the possibility to transfer 

capital was more and more limited. Furthermore, the family was only 
allowed to take some pieces of furniture with them, which were packed on 

March 9 supervised by a customs officer, who did not miss the opportunity 
to slit open all upholstered furniture to search for hidden valuables. The 

remaining belongings were packed under surveillance on March 21, and 
jewelry and precious metals were seized. On March 22 Max signed a 

declaration in the town hall to waive his claim on Bergmann, J. and Co. 
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and the day after, Max and Henny Bergmann left Germany from 
Friedrichshafen toward Switzerland, where they wanted to say goodbye to 

their relatives, “(…) with $4.00 each in their possession, broken in spirit, 
with their health impaired, never to see Germany again”. (Bergmann 131) 

 
The son of a distant neighbor, also an eyewitness to history, remembers 

that several days before emigration, Max Bergmann, a totally distraught 
and broken man, had tried to sell some garden furniture in the 

neighborhood to collect some cash for the journey. The father of this 
eyewitness to history, who prefers to remain anonymous, had then 

actually bought the furniture for an unknown price.  

 
 

A new beginning in the USA 
 
At first, Max had found a poorly paid and primitive job in a wig factory for 

12 dollars per week in Harlem, New York. Then, in 1944, at the age of 65, 
he borrowed some money and opened a small company in the field of 

bleaching and dyeing hair. Yet, if his cousin Marco, who had been more 
successful with his own business right across the street, had not bought 

most of Max’s products, the small company would have gone bankrupt in 
next to no time. Max was able to work and earn a modest income for five 

years until he eventually had to quit due to illness in 1949. His generous 
cousin Marco kept paying him a small personal pension, which was, 

however, barely enough to live on.  

 
What made Max Bergmann ill was most notably his homesickness for 

Laupheim, but also the anonymity of the big city of New York and the fact 
that he was a poor man, as can be taken from his letters to his old friends 

in Laupheim. His wish to return to his hometown for at least a few months 
became stronger and stronger. “Sadly he overlooked completely that so 

much had been changed in Laupheim and that many of his friends had 
died or were somehow implicated in the crimes against him and his 

people.” (Bergmann 143) Yet, this did not keep him from planning his 
return when the restitution negotiations of his house and beloved garden 

began in 1950.  
 

On May 29, 1951, Henny and Max Bergmann wanted to go to Europe by 
boat and stay there for three months. The journey was booked, the 

papers in order and his cousin Marco, who was already in Laupheim for 

business, wrote in a letter to Max and Henny on June 22 that their 
upcoming return was the talk of the town. He asked if the rumors were 

true: Did they really intend to spend their golden years in Laupheim? In 
this case, they would have been the only members of the town’s Jewish 

community, since none of the Holocaust survivors had returned 
permanently after the war.  
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Unfortunately, the two of them were not able to travel to Laupheim since 
Max’s doctor did not allow him to. Max Bergmann died one year later, on 

August 1, 1952, at the age of 72, near New York, only six weeks after his 
cousin Marco had been tragically killed in a car accident near Laupheim.  

 
For John H. Bergmann, the beginning in New York was easier than for his 

father and most of his cousins. Only three hours after his arrival in the 
USA in 1934, he already had a job in a brewery, but he had to do hard 

physical work to climb his way up to brewmaster. Besides, in the New 
York breweries, which were strongly German-dominated at the time, there 

were quite a lot of Nazi sympathizers and John had to suffer from their 

anti-Semitic insults and attacks. John married Elsie Guggenheim from 
Pittsburg, whose father Jonas came from Laupheim and was a friend of 

Max’s. The couple had two children, Barbara and Kenneth Joseph.  
 

 
1945, John Hans Bergmann and his 

parents. 
 

In June 1942 John H. Bergmann was 
drafted in to the US army. After being 

deployed to several different countries 
during the Second World War, he 

volunteered to take part in the invasion 
of Normandy in May 1944. In the fall of 

1944 he was severely injured in a 

battle against Hitler-Germany near 
Aachen. His full recovery took an entire 

year so that he would not return to civil 
life before November 1945, with marks 

of honor. Afterwards, he continued his 
career in breweries around the world. 

After his retirement in 1975, John 

began thoroughly researching 

and recording the family history. 
Without his book The Bergmanns 

from Laupheim, completed in 
1983, this article would not exist. 

John’s pessimistic closing 
statement, which expresses the 

fear of his father’s lifetime 
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achievements being soon forgotten, has not come true. The merits of Max 
Bergmann, the local politician and devoted citizen, and of the whole 

Bergmann family are still appreciated in Laupheim to this day. In fact, 
there is a memorial stone for Max in the Hoehenanlage park and an 

exhibition about Laupheim’s Jewish community in the Museum for the 
History of Jews and Christians in Laupheim.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
1989, Ernst Schaell and John Hans Bergmann at the Jewish cemetery in 

Laupheim. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

BERGMANN, Julie,  

née Steiner,  
2 Bronnerstrasse 

  

  

Translated by: Heinrich Steiner, Re´ut Israel  

KARL  NEIDLINGER  

 
 Julie „Julia“ Bergmann, née Steiner, born August 18, 1896 in 

 Laupheim, deceased April 7, 1972 in New York, buried in Laupheim. 
 OO   Willy Bergmann, born January 27, 1890 in Laupheim, died 

 October 21, 1925 in Munich. 
 -  Ernst Leopold Bergmann, “Ernest L. Bergman“, born July 12, 

 1922, in Munich, 
 -  Willy Josef Bergmann, born May 25,1925 in Laupheim, 

 deceased December 15, 2012, in Silver Spring MD. 
 Emigration of the family during 1936 – 1938 to St.Gallen 

 (Switzerland), and in 1946 to the USA. 
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Willy, the youngest son of Josef Bergmann, after leaving secondary 

school, successfully completed an apprenticeship with the wholesale grain 

merchant Nathan in Ulm. He, therefore, did not enter the hair processing 

business, because, according to the agreement, only two sons of the 

founders could join as successors, and Willy was the third son of Josef 

Bergmann. After his training the Nathan company sent him to London 

where he represented the firm at the grain stock exchange. Due to the 

outbreak of World War I he was forced to return prematurely, which he 

was not at all happy about. With the last possible ferryboat he returned to 

Germany and already on August 3, 1914 he had to go to the front as a 

reservist. During the whole war he was in action, on the western front and 

in Macedonia. He got wounded and was awarded several decorations for 

his distinguished military service 

After the war Willy started a second training at a college for textiles in 

Reutlingen. In 1921 he married Julie Steiner from the highly respected 

Steiner family in Laupheim. Thanks to this event we have the wedding 

photo on page 102 which shows the Bergmann family clan, nearly 

complete, in front of the “Ochsen”. The young couple moved to Munich 

where Willy opened an independent trading company for the products of 

his father’s hair processing firm. 

Julie Steiner was the first child of the tanner Simon Leopold Steiner and 

his wife Melanie, née Herz. Her childhood and youth were happy and 

harmonious, and a stark contrast to her later life which was characterized 

by tragic strokes of fate and awful events. 

As a student she was one of the first ones who was able to profit from the 

progress of the beginning equal-rights movement.  From 1905 the 

Laupheim girls, too, for the first time, acquired access to secondary 

education, and were able to attend high school. Julie Steiner belonged to 

the class of 1906, which was the second year with girls included. Judging 

from her performance she was at the top of her age group. She learned to 

play the piano and at a Purim concert at the “Kronprinz” hall she, together 

with her father, played the overture to “The Wedding of Figaro” for 4 

hands. After the first part of her graduation she moved to a  boarding 

school run by Englische Fräulein (a religious order founded by Mary Ward 

in the 17th century) in Wallerstein near Nördlingen. She stayed there 

probably until her graduation, unless the outbreak of the First World War 

made that impossible. Because of the war she could not begin any higher 

education. 
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1903: First day of school for Julie Steiner (white dress). On her left: Julius 

Regensteiner, on the right: Selma Bernheimer and Fritz Kaufmann. 

After the wedding in April 1921 the young couple moved to Munich where, 

in 1922, their first son Ernst Leopold and in May 1925 the second son 

Franz Josef were born. In October 1925 Willy Bergmann died tragically in 

a car accident: a drunken driver who missed a gateway squeezed the 

young father who was walking on the sidewalk against a house wall. He 

died shortly afterwards in the hospital due to thrombosis. He was buried 

at the Jewish cemetery in Laupheim. In memory of the victim of the fatal 

accident the name of the younger boy was changed to Willy. 
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1922 Bronner Street 22 with Castle of Gross-Laupheim, entrance to the 
stables and barn, and the house of H. Rupf and the butcher`s “Wyse”. 

Together with her two small children the widow Julie Bergmann returned 
now to Laupheim where they were accommodated at the home of her 

parents in the Bronner Strasse. The Bergmann family clan did not 
somehow feel obliged to support the three – a slight and offence still felt 

today by the older son Ernest Bergman. He himself who, in those following 
years, found a home with, and was formed by, the tanner-Steiner family, 

and felt himself therefore a Steiner rather than a Bergmann, thinks it is 
more than an  historic irony if during his visits in Laupheim he is 

welcomed as a representative and descendant of the great Bergmann 
family. 
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Wedding of Willy Bergmann and Julie Steiner in the “Ochsen” 
restaurant in Laupheim, 1921. 

Upper row: Gretel Gideon. Karl Bergmann, Lotte Stern, Benno Nördlinger, 
Hilde Bergmann, „Henny“ and  Max Bergmann. 

Second  row: Friedel and Max Bergmann, Helmut Steiner, Flora and Uhl 

Stern, the bride and groom , Hugo and Clara Hofheimer, nurse with 
Martha Hofheimer, Theodor Bergmann. 

Third row: Uncle Rosengart, Emma Gideon, Lina Bergmann, Simon and 
Melanie Steiner, Friederike and Josef Bergmann, Thekla Bergmann. 

Children (from the left): Helene Hofheimer, Hans Bergmann, Ilse 

Bergmann, Liesel Hofheimer, Fritz Hofheimer, Trudel Bergmann. 
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The memories of Ernest L. Bergman 
Some years ago Ernest L. Bergman wrote down his childhood memories. 
The most important passages of them deserve to be copied here in full 

text. 

 

 
The landau belonging to tanner Steiner in the “Bastelwald” forest, 

September 1927. 

The coexistence of Christians and Jews in 
the 1920s: 

 
“At that time Laupheim was a district town of about 5,000 inhabitants and 

two castles. Christians and Jews lived together, in close vicinity, and 
everyone knew where the others lived. They worked, celebrated and 

mourned together, and each one participated, at the appropriate time, in 
the religious services of his faith. At the most important festivals of each 

religion, the higher authorities paid visits to the different houses of 
worship, e.g. at Christmas or at the Jewish New Year. On Corpus Christi 

everyone loved to see the wonderful arrangements of flowers, and on 
days when a recently ordained Catholic priest celebrated his first mass 

(Primiz), my grandfather’s horses and the coach were present. On Sunday 
morning he used to climb to the top of the tower of the Synagogue to 

wind up the clock, since all the church clocks in the town went by the 

exact time of the half-hourly stroke of the synagogue clock.” 
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The 70th birthday of Grandpa (Simon Steiner) on June 18, 1934. All the 

cattle were shown on the photo.  

 

Hay harvest near the bark barn 1929. On the horse Ernst Bergmann. On 

the right: Simon Steiner, Willy Bergmann, 2 helpers 
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It was not a provisionary solution or even by chance that after his 
emigration to Switzerland the young Ernst Bergmann started an 

agricultural apprenticeship. His grandfather Simon Steiner was not the 
only Jew in Laupheim who kept a considerable-sized farm besides his 

manufacturing business, in this case the tannery. This state of affairs 
significantly shaped his youth and personality, so that his teacher Mr Zepf 

in the secondary school made fun of him as the “little Jewish farmer from 
the fields in the Grund”: 

 
“My grandfather always had two horses for use at the tannery. Then we 

had also six cows and about 25 acres of land. By that time I already took 

great interest in agriculture, and ran around the courtyard with the young 
cattle. Later on I even was called “the young Jewish farmer from the 

Grund (area near the Schlosspark)”. I often helped with all the work in the 
fields. Once they let me drive two hay wagons , but - alas!  - at the great 

Jahn oak tree at the end of the Kapellenstrasse  the two oxen, which we 
had at that time, wanted to turn into the Ulmer Strasse  because there we 

used to get the grass for the cows in the mornings. A nice man helped me 
then to redirect my team of oxen, and I arrived safely, with some delay, 

in the Vorholz meadows. But this was the end of my driving. The nicest 
thing with the hay and wheat harvest were the picnics during the breaks, 

and I loved to go to the several butchers in town to buy the necessary 
products. 

In summer we used to ride to the “Bastel” forest to check the state of the 
bark needed for the tannery. This I really enjoyed, in particular the “visits” 

to the pubs. I also admired the blossoming of the wonderful wild lupins. 

Frequently we cycled to go swimming at some of the nearby mills or even 
at Stetten or Mönchhöfe. But there I was afraid of the water rats.” 

Grandfather Simon Leopold Steiner, called “the little tanner”, became a 
sort of substitute father for the fatherless Ernst Leopold. Therefore he 

received a very religious education. This was quite an exception in the 
Bergmann family clan, because the other families were becoming very 

secular and no longer observed  the Jewish laws and holidays. And 
naturally the Steiner family cared as well for the religious needs of their 

Christian employees: so at the tanner Steiners’ house there was no meat 
for lunch on Fridays. 
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Simon Steiner at his desk, 1935. 

 

"Grandfather Simon Leopold Steiner, called “the little tanner”, became a 

sort of substitute father for the fatherless Ernst Leopold. Therefore he 

received a very religious education. This was quite an exception in the 

Bergmann family clan, because the other families were becoming very 

secular and no longer observed  the Jewish laws and holidays. And 

naturally the Steiner family cared as well for the religious needs of their 

Christian employees: so at the tanner Steiners’ house there was no meat 

for lunch on Fridays." 

 

Like all Laupheim Jews the tanner Steiners felt themselves to be good 
Germans and therefore were especially shocked, after Hitler’s seizure of 

power, by their gradual expulsion from the German nation. Ernest 
Bergman recalls a scene in the synagogue which was repeated every year 

on the Pessach holiday, when he went to the service with his grandfather: 
"We were more and more like Germans. For instance at Easter, the Jewish 

Passah holiday, there is a prayer which says: ‘Next year in Jerusalem !’ – 
but my grandfather whispered every year: ‘We don’t say that, we are 

Germans!’ This, in spite of his presiding over the Jewish congregation and 
all the family life observing Jewish customs. But this changed quickly in 

1933 when Hitler grasped power and the political climate in Germany 
turned entirely. On April 1, 1933 people of the SA appeared in front of the 

Jewish shops with signs requesting the population to boycott them. There 

was one as well in front of the tannery.” 
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In April 1933 Ernst Bergmann was able to move to a secondary school 
which offered Latin as a foreign language. At this time this was still 

possible with special permission: children of First World War participants 
were still granted the possibility of attending higher schools. He cannot 

remember teachers or students with anti-Semitic attitudes. Out of the 13 
pupils of his class who came from all the Laupheim elementary schools – 

the Catholic, the Protestant and the Jewish all together, there were 3 
Jews: Ruth Friedland, Heinz Bach, and he himself: 

“That was the first time we met together. And we had difficulties in 
understanding one another. But with regard to my class, they all were 

very decent. But that somebody in the class should beat someone up – 
that never happened to me.” 

 

 

Four generations in one 
picture (1924). Seated: 

great-grandmother 
Fanny Steiner, née 

Rosengart. After her 
passing away the family 

founded the Fanny-

Steiner-Trust to support 
youth during their 

vocational training. On 
the left grandmother 

Melanie Steiner, née 
Herz. On the right Julie 

and Ernst Bergmann. 
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But from the outside the pressure became stronger and stronger, and the 
situation for the Jews in the town and in school more and more 

intolerable: 

 

"At the first Reich Sports Festival we were permitted to take part, and I 

even got a certificate signed by the minister Baldur von Schirach. But the 

next year Jews were excluded from participating. I also had to resign from 

the Laupheim Sports Club, and on my way home from gymnastics was the 

victim of verbal abuse. I joined the sports group of the Reich Association 

of Jewish Soldiers who did sports and played handball on the public “Luss” 

green every Sunday morning. Then the Nuremberg laws came into effect 

and all women employees had to leave, which hurt us very much. The 

actions against the Jewish shops were supported also actively by Austrian 

“legionaries” who were in a camp in Burgrieden. They damaged the shops 

by throwing stones into the windows, and even tried to set fire to the 

(Jewish) Restaurant “Ochsen”. As well during the Feast of Tabernacles in 

1935 we were bombarded by stones in the garden of the Jewish 

community center, but no one got hurt.”   

 

 
 

 

 
 

Ernst Bergmann in Zwingli 
Street in St.Gallen 

(Switzerland) 1938. 



 

 

106 
 

Emigration to Switzerland 
 
In May 1936 Ernst Bergmann was the first of his family to emigrate to his 

uncle Helmut Steiner in St. Gallen (Switzerland). One year later he was 

followed by his brother Willy, and in 1938 by the mother Julie Bergmann. 
Melanie Steiner`s mother, Lina Herz, had moved from her home town of 

Ludwigshafen to Laupheim in 1935, since her apartment there was 
wrecked by gangs of the SS. Both of them were able to flee to Switzerland 

in 1939, where Lina Herz deceased in 1941 in St.Gallen at an advanced 
age. 

 
At least Ernst and Willy could complete their schooling in Switzerland and 

afterwards start their vocational training. For Ernst this was, according to 
his inclination, an agricultural apprenticeship; and Willy was, from 1942, 

able to do a training as chef; both were able to work subsequently as 
interns in their respective professions. But Ernst Bergmann’s profession 

from 1941 through 1946 should, more correctly, be called a “farmhand” 
rather than an intern. However he was not discontented, and when, in 

1944, he as a stateless person was intended to be interned in a labour 

camp, his employer protested vehemently. The competent authorities 
complied and revoked the order with the statement that “Bergmann is in 

Switzerland more useful in agriculture than in the labour camp for road 
construction”. But the mother Julie Bergmann, as a foreigner, did not get 

a work permit and was only allowed to do voluntary work involving 
refugee aid; so the family was always dependent on the support by her 

brother Helmut Steiner. 
 

During her activity as a voluntary refugee helper Julie Bergmann had a 
very moving encounter in St. Gallen in February 1945. A Swiss politician 

and Nazi supporter, the former member of the federal council Jean-Marie 
Musy, succeeded at the beginning of 1945, in paying for the release of 

1,200 Jews from the concentration camp in Theresienstadt (Terezin). 
Musy knew Himmler personally and it was rather more a private action, 

not clearly founded or explained, without the collaboration of official Swiss 

administration. Therefore hardly any preparations were made for the 
arrival of these 1,200 holocaust survivors. When these starving and 

apathetic human beings who did not yet grasp  their lucky fate, arrived in 
St.Gallen on Feb.7, 1945, Julie Bergmann, too, was summoned  to help. 

One of the first persons she met there was her former Laupheim 
classmate Recha Schmal who had worked in Terezin as a nurse for 3 

years. 
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In the USA 
 
In September 1946 Julie Bergmann and her two sons left Europe and 

emigrated to the United States where they settled in New York City. Willy 

got a job as a chef in the Waldorf Astoria within three days only after their 
arrival, thanks to a recommendation of his previous boss in Zermatt. The 

mother worked in another hotel as chamber maid. One year later they 
were joined by grandmother Melanie who lived with her daughter in New 

York till her death in 1956. Julie passed away in 1972, and, in accordance 
with both of their last wills, their remains were transferred to Germany 

and buried in the Jewish cemetery in Laupheim.  

  

 

Julie`s elder son, Ernst Leopold, married  Alice Adler of St. Gallen in 1948. 

When the family acquired the American citizenship in 1952, he also 
Americanized his name to Ernest L (without a full stop) Bergman (with 

one ‘n’) – while keeping his Swabian dialect unchanged until the present 
day. Based on his solid agricultural knowledge he made a remarkable 

academic career in the USA. After the Bachelor’s degree of 1955 in 

horticulture and fruit growing he acquired his Master’s Degree in Science 
in the same subjects in 1956 and in 1958 a doctorate. Until 1977 he 

instructed and researched as a professor of plant nutrition at the 
Pennsylvania State University, and afterwards he was charged with 

research and lecturing posts in South America and in China. The list of 
awards and honorary memberships since his retirement is too long to be 

recalled at this place. In spite of all that he has kept his friendly and 
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winning character and Swabian mentality – talking, as he puts it himself, 
“Swabian in all languages”, while his mother tongue shines through all 

foreign languages. 
 

In 1958 Ernest Bergman returned for the first time again to a short visit of 
Laupheim, following an invitation of his school friend Sixt Brecht. During 

the first night in his former home town he could not sleep, as the terrible 
events of the past all came flooding back to him and he was afraid “that 

somebody enters the room”. But after this first visit many more were to 
come, and today he is able to recognize Laupheim as his original home 

town. As the nicest visit he remembers till today the one in 1988, when all 

the still living Laupheim Jews had been invited by the town and “all of us 
were there again”. He was elected to be the speaker of the group, and 

since then he has done much for the German-Jewish reconciliation in 
order to come to terms the gloomy past.  

 

September 2004: Ernest L. Bergman on a visit to Laupheim.  

The initiators of the “Gedenkbuch” – project, Dr. Antje Köhlerschmidt and 
Karl Neidlinger, took advantage of this occasion for extensive talks. 

Quellen: 

Ernest L Bergman, unveröffentlichte Aufsätze: Erinnerungen an meine 

Laupheimer Kindheit, 9 S.; Julie Bergmann-Steiner, 3 S. ; Curriculum vitae, 

7 S.; John Bergmann, The Bergmanns from Laupheim. Ernst Ziegler: 
Jüdische Flüchtlinge in St. Gallen, Löpfe-Benz, Rorschach 1998. 

Hist. Fotos von Ernest L Bergman und Archiv Ernst Schäll, Aktuelles: B. Mock. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

BERGMANN, Anton,  
Overview: The family    
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

BERGMANN, Marco,  

69 Ulmer Strasse  

  

Translated by: Janet Weis 

KARL  NEIDLINGER    

 
 Marco Bergmann, born in Laupheim on August 10, 1878, died on July 
 7, 1952 in Ulm, OO Elsa Jenny Bergmann née  Oppenheim, born on 

 March 3, 1886, deceased on February 2,  1956, in Frankfurt/Main. 
 

 – Eleonore “Lore” Bergmann, born in Laupheim on May 13, 1907. 
 

 – Paul Bergmann, born in Laupheim on June 6, 1910, deceased in 
 December, 1982.  

 

 – Ruth Friga Bergmann, born in Munich on September 23, 1917, 
 deceased on February 31, 2003. 

 The family emigrated to England between 1933 and 1937, later to either 
 the USA or Canada. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

111 
 

“Villa Bergmann” is the original and actually the correct term for this striking 
building in the Ulmer Strasse, today called the “Gregorianum” or simply 

known as the School of Music. Marco, Anton Bergmann’s eldest son, had this 
prestigious building constructed, in the centre of an extensive park, in 1912 as 

a home for his family. This was a clear sign of prosperity before the First 
World War. His younger brothers and cousins didn’t build or live in such lavish 

homes, which certainly points out that, in the years preceding the First World 
War, the zenith had been reached in the history of the Bergmann business. 

During Marco’s schooldays the business was still in its infancy. There was not 
enough money to provide for a lengthy education for the children and so, after 

four years at grammar school he already began his professional training. For 
him that meant the same as for all members of the Bergmann family: 

travelling, learning foreign languages and discovering the world. Marco’s years 
of training took him to France, to Geneva and also to the former Austro-

Hungarian monarchy. 

In 1904, together with his cousin Theodor, he joined the company’s 

management and in 1907 both were promoted to shareholders with equal 
rights. A precondition for this was his wedding a year before. The marriage 

ceremony took place in Franfurt/Main, as his wife Elsa Oppenheim originated 
from a long-standing Jewish upper class family in Frankfurt. 

 

A detail from a group 
photograph from 

around 1900:  

Marco (to the right) 
drinking a toast with 

Ludwig Stern,  

in front sits his cousin 

Theodor Bergmann 
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As the first member of the family, and for a long time the only one, Marco 
possessed a driving licence and when, in 1908, he purchased a dark blue 

Opel, this was one of the first cars in Laupheim. The maiden journey from Ulm 
to Laupheim however didn’t run as smoothly as expected. The petrol tank 

hadn’t been filled with the correct mixture and in Dellmensingen the new car 
packed up. No-one knew what to do. Fortunately a horse-drawn artillery unit 

was passing by and Marco happened to know their officer. He lent him two 
horses which were harnessed to the front of the car and so arrived home 

pulled by 2hp.  

John Bergmann characterizes Marco as a generous, musically gifted, artistic 

and a culturally versatile personality. Marco played the violin and in the 1920s 
attempted successfully to assemble an orchestra in Laupheim, which then 

once gave a concert with the local brass band. In addition he tried to engage 
non-local orchestras and theatrical groups for performances in Laupheim: that 

his house now accommodates the municipal music school is probably just as 
he would have wished. 

The eldest daughter Eleonore, called Lore, was born in 1907. After leaving 
school she studied medicine. Paul, born in 1910, joined his parents’ company 

and, as the only member of the next generation, remained permanently loyal 
to the hair business. The youngest daughter, Ruth Friga, born in 1917, was 

still a schoolchild in 1933 and therefore was not able to begin any training in 
Germany. 

In the First World War Marco was also conscripted for military service, first in 

the infantry, and afterwards, thanks to his driving licence, served as a driver 
in a military unit with motor vehicles. He survived the war unwounded.  

After the war, with the founding of the Weimar Republic, women, too, in 
Germany were granted active and passive electoral rights, and Elsa Bergmann 

stood for the Laupheim town council as a candidate on the Women’s List which 
she herself had helped to initiate. She 

achieved the best result on her list 
with 809 votes, however failed by a 

narrow margin to win a seat as the 
first woman in the town parliament. In 

this first municipal election after the 
war it was Max Bergmann who won 

the handsome number of 2,867 votes.            

 

Ex libris for Else Bergmann from 

Friedrich Adler. 
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A small but convincing experience in connection with the Weimar period is 
worth mentioning here. In 1929 the Laupheim Football Club, FV Olympia, 

celebrated an anniversary: 25 years of football in the town were celebrated for 
three days. As is customary on such events, awards were granted generously, 

in this case silver club pins. Among those honoured were Marco and Max 
Bergmann, also executive committee members Mut Steiner and Sam Steiner. 

They were in the same club, received the same awards and possibly got on 
quite well with people like Abdon Lemmle, the first leader of the NS local 

branch, or Josef Spleis, Otto Miller, Willy Troescher or Hugo Raff, who later 
also held NS functional posts, such as Block- or Cell Warden. All were 

honoured together and all probably gathered together for a photograph. Just 

three years later this common ground was radically destroyed. 

Also Elsa Bergmann was involved in a variety of cultural activities in the 
community, although in her younger years she was distinctly antireligious. For 

many years she was at the head of the Israelite Women’s Association which 
considered one of its main duties “to organize impressive religious festivals for 

the schoolchildren”. Her successor in this office was Lina Kaufmann. From 
1928 to 1934 Elsa Bergmann was also at the head of the Jewish Women’s 

Association in Württemberg. Since the foundation of “the National 
Representative Agency of German Jews” she was one of three women in this 

organization. In 1934 this Agency had to be established as umbrella 

organization for German Jews and contact 
with the Nazi government. Elsa Bergmann 

attended the first assembly of this 
organization on February 11, 1934 in Berlin, 

among such eminent persons as Rabbi Leo 
Baeck, Martin Buber and other Jewish 

intellectuals, altogether 52 people. Up to her 
emigration she worked in this organization. 

  

 

Marco Bergmann (to the right), 

Standing in front, town councillor Adolf 

Scheffold 

  

 

 

 

The eldest daughter Lore was probably the 
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first woman in Laupheim to leave Germany in 1933 for political reasons. 
She had passed her intermediate exams for medical students at the 

University of Freiburg and finished her medical studies in 1933 in Munich 
qualifying as a Doctor of Medicine. And now she went to London to be able 

to practise her profession there. 

In 1933 her younger sister 

Ruth was still doing her 
secondary school leaving 

certificate at the 
secondary school in 

Laupheim. On the 
photograph of her class 

she is sitting at the very 
right, appearing more 

mature and older than her 
schoolfriends. The names 

of her fellow pupils from 
the left, standing: Anton 

Schick, Eugen Sonntag, 
Ludwig Dobler, Bruno 

Denser, Hermann Zepf, Schneider (Schwendi), Fritz Staub, Karl Baum. 

Sitting: Irene Traub, Liesl Hofheimer, Karl Mueller, Irene Adler, Ruth 
Bergmann. 

In 1936 Ruth followed her elder sister to London. Later Lore went to 
Canada, Ruth to New York. 
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The political overview and the experiences which Elsa had been able to 
collect in the conversations and negotiations at the Agency with Nazi 

representatives certainly played a significant part in the family’s decision 
to flee from Germany instead of planning a normal emigration. They left 

almost all their belongings behind, as Marco, Elsa and Paul Bergmann 
managed to reach London, alternatively the USA via Havana, without 

entry documents, and with only a few suitcases and with a valuable 
Stradivari violin in the luggage. The possessions left behind were later 

confiscated by the German authorities. 

Marco, who already in Laupheim had partly gone his own way in business, 

now founded his own hair processing business, into which also his son 
Paul entered, after returning from the war as a US soldier. This business 

was running well and there, after their arrival in New York, his cousins and 
former partners Max and Edwin temporally found work and support. As 

none of the children entered the hair business it was practically 
predetermined how the restitution proceedings in Laupheim would 

continue. Marco Bergmann’s family with the shareholders Marco, Elsa, 
Paul and Eleonore took over sole management, the heirs of the former 

shareholders were given a pay-off in 1950. In 1954 a further partner, 
Heinz Freund, joined them. 

The whole complicated and burdensome restitution negotiations after the 
war lay mainly in the hands of the over seventy-year-old Marco 

Bergmann, as well as the resumption of production and the conduct of 
business. Therefore, already after the end of the war, he was much more 

often in Laupheim than in New York, where his son Paul gradually took 
over the management. However, up to 1953, the Laupheim company bore 

the name “Württemberg Hair Factory”. Marco never lived to see it receive 
the name “Bergmann” once more: 

The 73 year-old Marco Bergmann was involved in a tragic traffic accident 
during the journey from Ulm to Laupheim, near Dellmensingen, on June 

22, 1952 and was taken to hospital with severe injuries. Here he died a 
day later. His cousin Max, who put the obituary, pictured below, in the 

“Schwäbische Zeitung”, survived him by six weeks  
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Obituary 

On June 23, 1952, as a result of tragic 

accident, my cousin and former partner for 

decades 

HERR MARCO BERGMANN 

was suddenly called away from a busy life. 
As the only surviving partner of the former 

business J. Bergmann & Co, I mourn the 

death of a dear deceased, who through his 
great commercial abilities and never tiring 

pleasure in work contributed generously to 
the advancement of the business. His 

powerful personality allowed the 70 year-old 
to take on the business once more and to 

continue energetically. I shall always honour 
his memory. 

Kew Gardens, New York 118 – 14 83rd 

Ave.        

                                                                                         

Max Bergmann 
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Marco’s son Paul died at the age of 72 in December 1982 in New York. 
Since then his sons Peter and Ronald are joint owners of the New York as 

well as the Laupheim company. 

  

  

Sources 

John Bergmann, The Bergmanns from Laupheim, 1983, museum 
inventory, unnumbered. 

Archives Theo Miller 

John Bergmann estate in the Leo-Baeck Institute, New York, on micro film 

in the town archives of Laupheim 

17 microfiches, photograph from 2/27  
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

BERGMANN, Edwin,  

9 Sebastianstreet 

  

Translation by: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez 

KARL NEIDLINGER   

 
 Edwin Bergmann, born June 8, 1881, died June 6, 1947,   OO 

 Paula Bergmann, née Stern, born October 10, 1886, died April 20, 
 1979 

 
 – Rudolf Julius, born November 14, 1911, died June 13, 1971 

 
 – Margarethe Minnie, born April 12, 1914 

 
 – Walter Anton, born August 17, 1926, died December 25, 2000 

 1937-1939 - Escape to England or the United States 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

119 
 

Gretel Lambert, née Bergmann, probably the best-known member of the 
Bergmann family, grew up near the city train station, in Sebastian Street, 

a small street with only five houses. Gretel Bergmann was a talented high 
jumper and a shoo-in medal contender for the 1936 Olympic Games, 

though she was not allowed to start. Her father, one of four co-owners of 
the family company, had purchased the family house on Sebastian Street 

shortly before the First World War. As Gretel wrote many years later, they 
loved living in this house, as much as they had loved and enjoyed life in 

the small town of Laupheim.  This house was their home.  

  

 

Ex libris from Friedrich Adler. 

As Gretel Bergmann’s memoirs are printed and easily accessible, the 

chapter about her family will provide only the most essential 

information.1) 

The Bergmann Family 

Edwin Bergmann is remembered fondly by his daughter. She describes 
him as a man who despite his wealth remained modest and stayed true to 

himself. She recalls him as a reserved man with much dignity, yet a 
mischievous sense of humor. He had many hobbies that he cultivated in 

his free time, such as his love of photography. Not only did he derive 

great pleasure from taking pictures, but in his new home he also had a 
completely equipped darkroom where he could develop them. In the back 

garden he had his workbench. On one side of this bench he repaired 
everything that broke down in the house; and on the other side among 

other things, the puppet theater and figures of his eldest son, Rudolf, 
came into being. Last but not least, stretching out from where Edwin grew 

roses there was a huge fruit and vegetable garden that provided almost 
everything needed to nourish a family of five. „All kinds of berries and 

espalier fruit made this garden a haven for hungry children.“  
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In 1910 Edwin Bergmann married Paula Stern from Frankfurt, a friend of 
his brother’s wife, Else Oppenheim. Paula is not as fondly remembered by 

her daughter as her husband was. Gretel’s father was a constant, 
stabilizing element in her life, whereas for a long time the relationship 

between Gretel Bergmann and her mother was rather strained. She 
explains that her mother was the youngest of five children in an upper-

class family where she was very spoiled, which throughout her mother’s 
life resulted in an exaggerated disposition to sickliness. Paula Bergmann 

only reluctantly made the move from the big city of Frankfurt to the 
provincial town of Laupheim, which to her equated a loss of status in 

Frankfurt’s upper-class society. To the best of his ability her husband 

pampered her to compensate for her loss and thanks to the many 
domestic servants he employed in the home, Paula Bergmann did not 

have much to do, apart from her 
daily grocery shopping. Yet, she 

still hired a governess to raise her 
two rebellious children, which 

ultimately did not go very well. 

As Gretel recalls in her memoirs, 
the numerous antics of the two 

eldest children, who got along 

famously with each other, speaks 
volumes to just how poorly this went. For instance, there were conflicts 

quite frequently between the children and their mother due to very 
different views on fashion. When Paula went to Frankfurt to visit her 

mother, the children’s grandmother, she always brought back clothes for 
her children. Unfortunately for the children these visits took place several 

times a year, and the clothes „though they may have been highly 
contemporary in the world of fashion, in Laupheim they were completely 

unknown”. This is why a stylish hat for Gretel, a gift from Frankfurt never 
to be worn, ended up being thrown out the window onto the dusty street. 

Rudolph’s new knickerbockers met this same fortune after he successfully 
refused to wear them to school, despite coercion. As is true for most 

children, the Bergmann children did not wish to set themselves apart from 
other kids by being fashionable, but preferred to dress like their peers. 

When Paula Bergmann was 39 years old she gave birth to her last child, 
Walter. Toward the end of the pregnancy, Paula proceeded to Frankfurt 

for delivery, as she did not trust the doctors in Laupheim. Conflicts 
between Paula and Gretel were fewer after the birth of the little 

latecomer, Walter, who exhausted all of Paula’s attention. 
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  Paula and Edwin Bergmann. 

Edwin Bergmann served in the First World War as a soldier on the Western 
Front. After he returned home unharmed in 1918 the first thing he did was 

have central heating installed in his house. He never wanted to be as 
painfully cold as during his service in the trench warfare. In his family-life, 

as well as in the family business, he took on an unassuming and non-
dominant role by virtue of his relaxed and easy nature. 

1)    Gretel Bergmann: “I was the great Jewish hope.” Memoir of an 
Extraordinary Athlete. (Erinnerungen einer außergewöhnlichen Sportlerin). 

Published by: House of History, Baden-Württemberg. G. Braun, Karlsruhe 

2003. (Haus der Geschichte Baden-Württemberg). All quotes have been 
taken from this source. 
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Gretel Bergmann 

Gretel Bergmann’s athletic talent 
showed itself at an early age. 

Already when she was ten she had 
won her first competitions. At that 

time, she was by no means 
committed to high jumping but 

tried out virtually every type of 
sport, including gymnastics. 

However, as she says herself, “My 
long arms and legs were always in 

the way”.  

There are presumably very few 

photos from the 20s of the family 
skiing, although all three kids, 

even Walter, tried their luck at this 
sport.   

Gretel Bergmann’s educational 

career was not quite as successful 

as her athletic career. At the age 
of seven, she entered the Jewish 

elementary school in Laupheim, 
followed by the Laupheim Latin 

Junior High School in 1924, and 
lastly she was compelled to attend 

the Ulm school for girls in 1930. 
Not one positive experience is 

articulated in her memoirs from 
any of these schools. In fact, her 

success at sports was the main 
source of her self-confidence and as such remained more relevant to her 

than success in other school subjects. In 1933 she wrote and handed in 
an essay, necessary for graduation, with satirical emphasis on the 

uselessness of school-acquired knowledge for real life, which she 

obviously failed. Yet, Gretel Bergmann’s last year of school in Ulm in 
1932, ended up being, as she remembers “the most beautiful year of my 

life”: Not only because she graduated from high school and was allowed to 
move to Ulm rather than commute, but most of all because she met Rudi 

and fell in love. Rudi was six years older and already working as a graphic 
artist.  

 “I had never known such intense feelings and never experienced so much 

happiness, love and affection…We were so deeply connected that we soon 
entertained thoughts of marriage for our distant future. The fact that I 

was Jewish and he wasn’t, was irrelevant.  The fact that we were both 
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members of the Ulm Soccer Club strengthened our relationship, and made 
it even better. The drives home after practice were incredibly romantic...” 

At the beginning of 1930 Gretel’s uncle who lived in Ulm, Karl Bergmann, 
had arranged for her membership in the Ulm Soccer Club. This meant she 
had to forego the Laupheim Gymnastics Club, which was very difficult for 

her. However, her uncle’s promises to get her the best coach and 

conditions for practice convinced her and she never regretted the transfer. 
At the end of the track and field season of 1931, Gretel Bergmann took 

fourth place among the 30 best athletes in Germany; in high jumping she 
was only 2 centimeters away from first place. In 1932 when she fell to 5th 

place, it didn’t matter so much due to Rudi’s love and support and the 
prospect of finally being finished with school. For the summer semester of 

1933 she anticipated beginning her studies at the Berlin Academy for 
Physical Education.  

“How could one year be so wonderful and 
the next so catastrophic?”  

In April 1933, a few days before her 19th birthday, Gretel was dismissed 
from the Ulm Soccer Club and the Berlin Academy advised her to wait to 

begin with her studies “until this is all over”, clearly misjudging the 
political reality. Her world fell apart. She continued to see Rudi until it 

simply became too risky and dangerous for both of them. After one last 
night together at the summerhouse of a friend, they broke off their 

relationship: 

 “We were deeply connected to each other but the insanity of the time 

separated us…We held each other for what seemed like eternity. We cried. 
We kissed. We parted. We walked in opposite directions and dared not 

look back. We never saw each other again. Years later, I heard that Rudi 
had lost his life as a soldier in Hitler’s war.”  

With no other choice Gretel Bergmann returned to Laupheim in 1933, as 
did her brother Rudolph who had been in Berlin learning the art of 

filmmaking at Universal Pictures. This was the worst time in Gretel’s life. 
She was tortured by lovesickness, she saw no prospects for her future, 

and she was increasingly isolated from the non-Jewish society. In autumn 
1933, the decision to emigrate to England, with the goal to resume her 

athletic career, took shape. Already one year later in England, she was the 
British champion in high jumping, reaching 1,55 meters (5ft 1 1/32 

inches). She had hopes of qualifying for the British Olympic team in 1936, 
so she could properly give it to the Nazis.  

Instead she would be unexpectedly forced to return to Germany. Her 

father personally delivered the news that the Nazis would punish her 

family and the Jewish sports clubs, should she fail to return. Once again 
Gretel’s life was turned completely upside down. Within fifteen months all 
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of her hopes and dreams had been shattered, twice. With fearful 
apprehension, but without knowing what was coming, she returned to 

Germany. As it turns out, Hitler was in need of this talented Jewish athlete 
as a pawn in his political ploy to circumvent a boycott of his Olympic 

games.  

On June 1, 1934, the “Community Newspaper for the Israelite 

Communities of Württemberg” read:  

 

Participation of Jewish Athletes at the Olympics. 

At the Olympic Congress being held in Athens, the English delegate Lord 

Aberdair and the American delegate Garland raised the question of 
intended participation of Jewish athletes at the Olympics in Berlin in 1936. 

The representatives of Germany, Dr. Lewald and Ritter von Halt, stated 
that Jewish athletes would be well received at the Berlin games just like 

everyone else. Even for the German Olympic team, Jewish athletes would 
be lined up to participate if they meet the necessary requirements.  

Now that Gretel Bergmann was an official candidate for the Olympics she 

was invited to various training camps, allowed to take part in competitions 

and was admitted to a private sports academy in Stuttgart. She was 
always the only Jewish participant. In 1935 during a visit to the training 

camp in Ettlingen, she met her future husband, Bruno Lambert. Three 
months before the Olympics in Berlin in 1936, she exceeded the German 

high jumping record with 1,60 meters (5ft 2 63/64 inches). Only three 
women worldwide had achieved this record, so qualification for the 

Olympics seemed certain – but a day after the US Olympic team started 
their journey to Germany by ship, and the threat of a boycott was thereby 

unlikely, she received a disqualification letter dated July 16, 1936. In this 
letter it was stated that because of her inconsistent and inadequate 

performance she would not be allowed to compete with the German 
Olympic team.  
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Emigration and Escape 

Having been so disgracefully cheated out of the chance of a lifetime 
became the source of profound hatred in the young, ambitious athlete. It 

was completely clear to Gretel, after spending a recuperative two weeks in 
absolute solitude, that she would have to get out of Germany as quickly 

as possible. She urgently pursued her emigration to the USA and on May 
10th, 1937 she was able to leave Germany forever. Even so, she did not 

leave without once more meeting with Bruno Lambert, who wanted to join 
her in the US after completing his medical studies in Switzerland. On May 

9th at the train station in Ulm, where Gretel bid farewell to her family, and 
where her little brother, Walter, was beside himself, she swore never to 

return to Germany again.  

Gretel’s older brother, Rudolph, had been the first to emigrate to the USA 

in February 1937, three months prior to her own departure. In 1935, 
preceding his emigration Rudolph had been pressured by Nazi authorities, 

due to his artistic and creative skills, to become involved in the newly 
formed “Culture Association of German Jews”, in which virtually all of the 

Jewish people from Laupheim were members. Although he had actually 
found work in the family business upon his return to Laupheim in 1933, he 

ended up being active in the “Jewish Youth Association” up until he 
emigrated. Only associations that had been authorized by the Nazis were 

allowed. Once authorized, these organizations were required to submit 
quarterly membership lists with exact accounts of any new sign-ups or 

withdrawals of membership. These lists made the collection of data and 
monitoring of the Jewish organizations and their members possible. The 

signature pictured here from Rudolph Bergmann was taken from such a 

registration form. On January 1, 1937, shortly before his emigration to the 
USA, Rudolph formally reported the dissolution of the Jewish Youth 

Association for lack of members.  
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Even Edwin and Paula Bergmann got involved in the official, yet shrinking 
associations of the Jewish community. This is how Edwin became Deputy 

Director of the “Reichs Union of Jewish Veterans – Laupheim” from 1935 
on, and his wife Paula became Secretary of the Jewish Cultural 

Association.  

In 1938, during the Kristallnacht Edwin Bergmann was arrested and 

mercilessly humiliated with other Jewish people. On the next day he was 
brought to a concentration camp in Dachau. Four weeks later when he 

was released, he was ill and weighed a mere 40 kilos (88 pounds). Just 
like the others, he and his family wanted nothing more than to get out of 

Germany but their “exit and permission to leave” papers were still not 
complete. Additionally, people working with internationally active 

companies, such as the Bergmanns’, had their passports confiscated to 
prevent escape. Then in February 1939 Edwin Bergmann’s passport was 

returned to him so that he could renew his expiring British work permit. 
He used this opportunity to flee Germany.  

As they set out on February 9th, and so as not to attract attention, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bergmann only traveled with a small suitcase. First they drove to 

Herrlingen, where their youngest son, Walter, had been at boarding school 
since 1934. Although he was running a fever, they collected him for the 

journey to Cologne. From the train station in Cologne they immediately 
proceeded to the airport. All three of them were given seats on the flight 

to London, irrespective of their incomplete documents – Edwin Bergmann 
never revealed to his children how he managed to make this possible. 

Back in Laupheim when Edwin’s sister-in-law, Thekla Bergmann, noticed 

that the Bergmanns were away, she committed a fatal error. She grabbed 

the telephone and demanded from the Gestapo to know why the 
Bergmanns had already been given their “exit and permission to leave” 

papers although she too had been desperately waiting for hers. She had 
not grasped that the Bergmanns had fled and not been granted official 

permission to leave. Luckily for the Bergmanns, they were already safely 
seated on the airplane, or maybe they had already landed in London, so 

that the immediately initiated manhunt was unsuccessful. It was much 
easier to get a visa for the USA once they were in England and in April 

1940, the whole family was happily reunited. 
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In the U.S.A. 

With the help of his brother, Marco, Edwin was able to find employment 
(in Haarveredelung). Unfortunately, Edwin Bergmann died in 1947. 

Rudolph, his eldest son had a successful career in radio and television. He 
started out as a playwright for comedy and entertainment programming, 

and eventually advanced to Program Director of CBS. Pretty soon after his 
arrival in New York, he met Ruth Valfer from Kippenheim who would later 

become his wife. They had two children who both inherited their father’s 
writing talent. Rudolph died unexpectedly during a vacation in Italy in 

1971. 

Gretel Bergmann 

initially tried her hand 
at diverse jobs in the 

US to make ends meet, 
which indeed proved 

difficult because she 
had not yet been 

trained for any 
particular vocation and 

had not studied. At the 
same time, she was 

trying to get funds 
together for the 

necessary affidavit (the 

Consulate fee was 
$2000.00) for her friend 

Bruno Lambert and earn 
money so she could 

pursue her sports 
career.  

 

 

Gretel Bergmann and 
Bruno Lambert in New 

York, 1938. 
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In autumn 1937, she participated in the American track and field 
championships although she had not been able to properly train for the 

event. She soon noticed, however, that the American women’s track and 
field skill-level was below that of the European. As such she was able to 

clinch a one-two victory with, by her standards, a mediocre performance. 

She was the US champion of high jumping and shot putting in 1937 and 
1938. Gretel began to dream of making the US team for the 1940 

Olympics, until the outbreak of the Second World War, at which point 
these dreams were shattered. 

Bruno Lambert arrived in the USA after having graduated from medical 

school in August 1938. Before being allowed to practice medicine in the 
US, he had had to re-take the medical exams in English. 

 

 

 

Walter Bergmann - US-Soldier. 
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Gretel and Bruno married in autumn 1938. They had two sons, Glenn and 
Gary. On December 11, 1941, immediately after Germany declared war 

on the US, Bruno Lambert registered with the Army to help fight against 
Nazi Germany. As a medical officer for the US Army, he returned to 

Germany with the liberators. He even returned to his hometown of 
Andernach. His parents, who had not been able to emigrate, had 

disappeared. Only one Jewish person, in a mixed marriage, was left in the 
city. Bruno resolved, as adamantly as Gretel, to never return to Germany 

again. 

The Bergmann brothers, Walter and Rudolph, also served with Americans 

in the Second World War. They too returned to Germany as US soldiers in 
1945. The picture on page 123 is from 1945 and shows Walter at 

deployment in his “Army Intelligence Corps” uniform.  

In 1999 Gretel broke her resolution and visited Germany and her 
hometown again after 62 years. Cause for her change of mind were the 

efforts of the then town councilor, Burkhard Volkholz, and an invitation 

from the National Olympic Committee for the Olympic Games in Atlanta in 
1996. Gretel was very glad to have risked returning, as it helped her “heal 

and gain some inner peace”, and then she was able to recognize, “that 
Germany today no longer deserves my hatred”.   

  

This picture shows Gretel Bergmann with her son Gary and Mayor Otmar 
Schick at a press conference held on the occasion of commemorating this 

nationally recognized event, at the City hall of Laupheim.  

Fotos: Bilderkammer Museum Laupheim 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

BERLINER, Lina,  
36/2 Kapellenstrasse  

  

Translated by: Jonas Sappelt and Daniela Schrauth 

Supervisor: Renee Remy, M.A. Deutsche Linguistik 
Staatlich geprüfte Übersetzerin für Englisch und Technik 

Fremdspracheninstitut der Landeshauptstadt München 

  

KARL NEIDLINGER 

 
 Lina Berliner, née Laupheimer, born 17th August 1879 in 

 Laupheim, died 6th March 1937 in Ulm (widow of Isidor Berliner, 
 butcher, born 16th February 1877 in Laupheim, died 14th August 

 1912 in Stuttgart) 
 

 -    Julius, born 26th April 1907 in Laupheim, later in the USA. 

  
 -    Alexander, born 10th February 1909 in Laupheim, moved to the 

 USA in 1937. Lina Berliner’s single sister-in-law: Bluma Berliner, 
 born 22th December 1880, died 14th September 1935. 
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The roots of this family lie in the neighbouring Jewish villages 
Buttenhausen and Buchau.  Julius Berliner, merchant from Buttenhausen, 

married Mina “Marie” Schmal from Laupheim, butcher Hirsch Schmal’s 
daughter, in the year 1874. They had 14 children, 9 of them reached adult 

age.  Isidor was the oldest boy and presumably learned butchery from his 
grandfather. His wife Lina, who he married in the year 1902, also came 

from the old butcher family Laupheimer. Both of them attended the Jewish 
primary school together and for that reason are in the picture with their 

teacher Ascher.  The picture was taken around the year 1885. These are 
the only pictures of the family to have been found. 

  

 

 

Around 1885: Isidor Berliner as a 
pupil in third grade (upper row, on 

the very left) (Photo: photo 
chamber museum Laupheim) 

Lina Laupheimer in the 
school picture as a first-

grader (middle) 
(Photo: photo chamber 

museum Laupheim) 
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The house at 
Kapellenstr. 36/2, 

a bit away from the 
street, situated in 

the back of the 
courtyard. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Lina’s two sons, born in 1907 and 1909 respectively were named after 

their grandfathers: Alexander Laupheimer was the name of their maternal 
grandfather.  In total there are hardly any known facts about the family.  

Why did Isidor Berliner die at the young age of 35, what happened with 
the butcher shop that he had run, what did his family live on after he 

died? Most questions will remain unanswered.  Contemporary witnesses 
can’t remember and written sources could not be found.  In 1937, when 

Lina Berliner died at the age of 58 in Ulm, her younger son Julius had 
already immigrated to New York. Alexander lived in Klippenheim and later 

settled in the United States. During the restitution after the war the two 
got back the house in Kapellenstreet 35a in 1949 as joint property and 

sold it afterwards. 
  

Bluma Berliner, an unmarried sister of Isidor, lived with the family.  In 

1933 she fell seriously ill with edema, but was still compelled to vote in an 
election in the same year.  In 1935, she died at the age of 55 and is 

buried (as is her sister-in-law) in the Jewish Cemetery in Laupheim – 
gracious fates compared to those of many peers. 

   

Source: 
State archive Sigmaringen, Wü 126/2, Nr. 24: restitution files. 

John-Bergmann-Nachlass, Leo-Baeck-Institute, NY (on microfilm in the 
state archive Laupheim), Reel 17: Berliner Family Tree. 



 

 

133 
 

The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

BERNHEIM, Leopold,  

49 Kapellenstrasse, 2 Bronner Strasse,  

21 Radstrasse  

   

Translation by: Markus Ganser 

KARL NEIDLINGER  / DR . UDO  BAYER 

 

 Leopold Bernheim, born September 27, 1897 in Laupheim, 
 merchant, died in 1971 in the USA, OO Julie Bernheim, née 

 Nördlinger, born July 12, 1898 in Laupheim, died in 1977 in the 

 USA,  wedding on June 26, 1927 – domicile: 49 Kapellen Street. 

 

 –  Fritz, born August 5, 1929 in Laupheim, 

 

 –  Luise, born December 20,  1932 in Laupheim. 

 

 Grandfather: Joseph „Jossele“ Bernheim, Bronner Street 21, 
 born  September 22, 1861 in Laupheim, cattle trader, died August 

 31, 1942 in Theresienstadt concentration camp. 

 

 Unmarried cousin of Leopold: Theodor Bernheim, born March 23,  

 1884 in Laupheim, Kaufmann, domicile Rad Street 2; moved to 
 Stuttgart on June 14, 1940; declared dead in 1951. 

 Family emigrated to Chicago, Illinois, USA, on October 25, 1939. 
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In the mid-18th century, a man named Abraham Bernheim moved to 
Laupheim from the nearby town of Buchau. He was the founder of the 

widespread Bernheim family. The registry of the Jewish cemetery in 
Laupheim counts 24 people named Bernheim. In 1933, the three family 

members listed above still lived in Laupheim, yet in different places. 

Joseph Bernheim, nicknamed „Jossele“, and listed above as the 

grandfather, married Fanny Herbst from Schopfloch in 1891 in Nördlingen. 
He built or bought the property at 14 Bronner Street (today known as 

“House Theresia, 21 Bronner Street) which then was the last house near 
the town exit towards Bronnen. 

From there he ran a prosperous business as a livestock trader and it was 

also the place he lived with his family. In 1927, his son Leopold married 
Julie Nördlinger from 49 Kapellen Street, where the couple then moved. 

  

Announcement in the „Laupheimer Verkündiger“ 
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Selma Bernheim (in the middle, photo showing her school class), among 

the first girls who were allowed to attend the Laupheim Latin and Junior 
High School. 

Photo dated 1909 (source: Braun, Alt-Laupheimer Bilderbogen, page 191) 

His daughter Selma had married even before and moved to Offenburg. 
Presumably, Leopold continued his father’s business at Bronner Street. 

Jossele Bernstein instead moved to Stuttgart after his wife’s death in 1928 
and returned to Laupheim only in 1940, presumably not on a voluntary 

basis. It is unclear whether he was domiciled in the Rabbinate, which had 
meanwhile been turned into a Jewish retirement home, in the 

Wendelinsgrube, or elsewhere.  

Although very little is known about them, both Leopold and his cousin 

Theodor were soldiers in the First World War for which they were 
decorated for their service. Theodor served from 1916 to 1918 on the 

Balkan Front, among other things as a Bulgarian interpreter and was 
awarded the Silver Medal of Honor. Leopold was awarded the 

Frontkämpferkreuz (Combatant Cross) in 1935 for his service on the 
Western Front from 1916 to 1918. His descendants donated this 

grotesque Nazi award to the Laupheim Museum where it is part of the 
exhibition. Four years later, the awardee managed to escape at the last 

minute from the state that once gave him the honor, thus avoiding being 

killed by that same state.
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Fritz Bernheim and Paul 

Obernauer, 1937. 

(source: Photograph collection 

of the museum) 

 

In 1988, Fred (Fritz) Bernheim 
put down in words his 

experiences as a nine year old 

kid during the Pogrom Night in 
1938 for a team project with 

students from the Carl Lämmle 
High School: 

"It is impossible to describe the feeling I had when I witnessed my father 

being driven out of his house, forced to walk to the synagogue and watch 
it being burned down to the ground. Nor can I express with words what I 

felt when my father, my uncle Benno Nördlinger and two other fellows had 
to walk to the train station, where they were loaded onto cattle trucks that 

took them to the concentration camp in Dachau… I can also remember the 

lack of support from the non-Jewish townspeople. Can you imagine 
looking out from a house window and watching how another human being 

is being slapped in the face, thrown to the floor, hit in the rips, and spat 
upon, and how you simply close the window shutters and later say: I have 

never seen this! 

I have no desire to remember. The only task for you is to influence and 
educate those people, their children and grandchildren with this horror 

and to make sure that such things never happen again. Laupheim has no 
significance to me in the sense of being my home. I still have some 

friends there, I have emotional links to the house where I was born, which 

is still there, and of course to the cemetery. . . . Everthing that was good 
in my life happened in Chicago, everything bad happened in Laupheim . .” 

Leopold Bernheim and his family managed to emigrate to New York still in 

1939. As Fred Bernheim recalls, it was because his father and Laupheim’s 
Nazi mayor Marxer were comrades in the First World War, that the family 

could even take some of their belongings with them and that formal 
formalities were completed rather quickly. In the USA, they originally 

planned to move on to San Francisco from New York, but money only 
lasted until Chicago. So they decided to settle down there. Fred 

Bernheim’s architectural firm still exists in Chicago. 
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Joseph and Theodor Bernheim, however, did not manage to emigrate. 
Theodor, who lived on Rad Street 3, most likely worked for the livestock 

trader Bernhard Ullmann. Theodor moved to Stuttgart in 1940, probably 
not voluntarily, after which his whereabouts were unknown. He was 

declared dead by the district court in Hechingen on September 11, 1951. 
The determined date of death was December 31, 1945. The 80 year old 

Joseph Bernheim was deported to Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942 and 
died there soon after his arrival. 

Fred Bernheim’s professional work in the United States as an architect 
also brought about a symbolic and emblematic monument that allegorizes 

the history of the Jewish community in Laupheim. Analogous to the fact 
that most of the members of the community who survived the Shoah 

found a new home in the United States, the Laupheim synagogue that was 
destroyed lives on today in a modern form. The two towers had been a 

specific characteristic of the Jewish house of worship in Laupheim, 
stemming from the close relationship with the Christian environment with 

its baroque churches. The synagogue of Northbrook near Chicago, 
designed by Fred Bernheim, also has two modern-shaped towers, a clear 

reminiscence of the synagogue from his childhood days. On the occasion 
of his visit in Laupheim on October 2000, the Laupheim edition of the 

Südwestpresse printed an article about this. The following passage shows 

a copy of the original article, including the picture of the synagogue. 
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(Picture: This synagogue in the US state of Illinois contains design 
elements from the Laupheim synagogue) 

 
 

HISTORY/Architectural model for new building in US state of Illinnois 
• LAUPHEIM SYNAGOGUE LIVES ON 
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Architect Fred Bernheim witnessed the 
“Night of Broken Glass” as a child in 
Laupheim 

 
The synagogue in Laupheim was destroyed during the “Night of Broken 
Glass” on November 9, 1938. But it lives on despite this: in memory, and 

as an architectural model for a new synagogue in the US state of Illinois, 
planned by Fred Bernheim. 

 

 
------------------------------------------------------ 

UDO BAYER 
------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Laupheim – At the end of October, architect Fred Bernheim from Chicago 

visited Laupheim. He is the nephew of Sophie Nördlinger who was the last 
Jewish owner of the "Rothen Ochsen" restaurant. She passed away in 

1993. Bernheim brought the Jewish-Christian museum valuable 
documents from her heritage (we reported about this). Among these 

documents is a portrait drawing of Ferdinand Reitze, an autograph book 
from Sophie Nördlinger’s mother in which twenty-year-old Carl Lämmle 

left a note written in Chicago, and also a letter from Carl Lämmle that was 
written two weeks before his death and which marks his last written 

testimony.  By the way, Sophie Nördlinger’s nephew can also be seen as a 

little boy, together with the family in front of the “Rothen Ochsen” on a 
photograph that is exhibited in the last room of the museum. 

Fred Bernheim, 72 years old and still active as a joint partner in a 
renowned architectural office in Northbrook near Chicago, mentioned 

during his last visit in Laupheim that he had built a synagogue for a 
community in Northbrook in the past year. This building contains design 

elements from the Laupheim synagogue in varying forms, in memory of 
the sacred building which had been destroyed in 1938 and of his own 

childhood. 
 

On the occasion of the hand-over of the synagogue during the High 
Holidays in September 1999, Bernheim stated: “It is a rare occasion 

indeed, that an adult is given the opportunity to physically shape a 
childhood memory.” 

 

The rabbi of the community, Mr. Weissberg, alluded to the motivation of 
Bernheim’s conception during the inauguration, stating that the entire 

community of Northbrook was very happy about the concept and even 
more so, because in this way, the Laupheim “Shul” can continue to serve 

the Northbrook community even today. 
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 Taken from Ernst Schäll‘s photo album:  Fred Bernheim visiting Laupheim 
in October 2000.  

 

Fred and Nelida Bernheim in Ernst Schäll‘s restoration laboratory. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

BERNHEIMER, Moritz 

and Emilie, 
17 Kapellenstrasse  

 

Translated by: Richard D. Oppenheimer 

KARL NEIDLINGER 

 
 Moritz Bernheimer, born January 16, 1865 in Buttenhausen, died  

 April 15, 1934 in Laupheim,  
  

  OO Emilie Bernheimer, née Einstein, born March 1, 1864 in 

 Laupheim, died January 19, 1937 in Laupheim. 
 

  

Apart from the common grave stone in the cemetery, the childless couple 
Bernheimer left no traces in Laupheim, in Buttenhausen, Lautertal where 
Moritz Bernheimer came from, it's different.  In 1904, the Bernheimer 

Secondary School was opened. It is a municipal historical monument 
located in the middle of the town of Buttenhausen. In an arrangement 

very much atypical for the area, the school was built from an endowment 

established by the family business of Lehman Bernheimer (1841-1918)  

  
With this endowment to his home town, he wanted to create a memorial 

to his family. This certainly warrants the inclusion of photograph of the 
school below. Today, the school contains  a permanent exhibition on the 

history of the Jewish community. Unfortunately, there are no photographs 
or further information about Emilie or Moritz Bernheimer. 
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(From: Jews in Buttenhausen Series, Stadtarchiv Münsingen, Volume 3, 

page 67.) 

  

Moritz Bernheimer operated a business, selling livestock and meat, 

textiles, and oil and fat products and lived in a rented house at 30 Konig-
Wilhelm-Strasse located on the corner of Schillerstraße, starting insince 

1925.  Two older brothers of his, Josef and Heinrich Bernheimer, both 
single, came to Laupheim toward the end of the 19th century. They died 

between 1919 and 1920 and are buried in Laupheim. 
  

In 1933 Moritz and Emilie Bernheimer moved to Kapellenstrasse 17. The 
Bernheimers were probably very ordinary people who never made any 

lasting impressions. As Nazism began to change their lives, their working 
careers ended, and both lived into their seventies. A merciful fate 

protected them from losing their home at an old age, to be dragged out of 
their house and deported by an inhuman system to be murdered. In the 

mid 1930’s, at the ages of 69 and 73, they died of natural causes, and 

were buried in Laupheim.  
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 
 

BLUMENTHAL, Ludwig, 
 

67 Kapellenstrasse 
 

 
Translated by: Valentina Antoniadou, Lorena Barth, Milena Gruen, 

Elena Martens, Denitsa Serafimova, Anja Tremmel 
Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez, 

Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  
Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

 
KARL NEIDLINGER 

 

 
 Ludwig Blumenthal, born July 30, 1881 in Laupheim, died in the 

 USA,  
 

 OO Rosa Blumenthal, née Klein, born September 14, 1881 in 
 Roth/Bayern, died August 14, 1936 in Laupheim. 

  

 –  Gertrud, born March 24, 1912 in Laupheim, marriage to Karl 
 Lauchheimer from Jebenhausen, Goeppingen, October 11, 1933, 

 second marriage in the USA to Friedlaender, she died in 1991. 
 The family immigrated to New York, USA in July 1938. 

 

The Blumenthal family was from Buttenhausen, Lautertal, just like the 
previously introduced Bernheimer family. The grandfather Nathan 

Blumenthal moved to Laupheim around 1870 and initially started trading 
cattle and horses. His ten legitimate children were born between 1868 and 

1884. Since the oldest sons all moved to the USA, the second youngest 
son Ludwig took over his father’s business in 1909. In the center of the 

1884 primary school photograph with teacher Ascher depicted below, the 
two Blumenthal daughters Mathilde (*1876, on the left) and Jenny 

(*1877, on the right) can be seen. At that time, Ludwig was not yet 
attending school. 
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(Photo: Leo Baeck Institute, NY) 

John H. Bergmann, the chronicler and 
genealogist of the Jewish community 

Laupheim, considered it worth mentioning 
in the genealogical table of the Blumenthal 

family that Nathan Blumenthal had „many 

[illegitimate] children in the villages around 
Laupheim” in addition to his ten legitimate 

children. Nevertheless, John Bergmann did 
not go into further detail. 

 

The successful 2004 exhibition Biberach im 
Nazionalsozialismus addressed the fate of 

Klothilde Nusser from Biberach and her 
seven illegitimate children, among other 

things. These children, who were born 
between 1889 and 1903, later fell victim to 

the Nazi regime, as the civil registry of 
Biberach noted that it was “known all over town that the Jew Nathan 

Blumenthal from Laupheim frequently visited Klothilde Nusser  and also 
took care of her illegitimate children.” Apparently, Nathan Blumenthal 

sustained a second family in Biberach. 

     

  

Gertrud Blumenthal around 1932. 

(Photos: Archive of Dr. Bayer) 

Gertrud and Karl Lauchheimer in 1938, 

immediately before the emigration. 
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A contemporary witness recalls that Nathan’s son Ludwig maintained 
successful trade relations especially in the Illertal/Holzstoecke region and 
with the farmers from Schnuerpflingen in particular. In 1909, he married 

Rosa Klein from Roth, Nuremberg. The couple had two children: their son 
Fritz was born in 1910, but died soon after birth, and their daughter 

Gertrud was born in 1912. 

Ludwig Blumenthal was actively involved in the 

First World War from the fifth day of 
mobilization on August 5, 1914 until the defeat 

in November 1918. Due to his experience with 
cattle, he was assigned most of the time as a 

butcher to provide the troops with meat. 
Although there were not that many chances to 

earn military decorations, he returned with the 
Iron Cross and other awards, according to the 

memories of his daughter. The whole family 

was very proud of these honors. 

One of the few documents regarding the family 
is a small advert from the Laupheimer Verkuendiger issued July 6, 1930, 

in which several cartloads of dung are offered for sale. Apparently Ludwig 
Blumenthal had no use for the manure accumulating in his stable. This 

indicates that the family did not own any land of their own unlike other, 
long established cattle trading families who were often landowners and 

operated a farm as a supplementary source of income. 

In 1993 Gertrud Blumenthal married tradesman Karl Lauchheimer from 

Jebenhausen near Goeppingen, and moved with him to his hometown. 
They remained childless. Karl Lauchheimer required an annual travel 

permit so he could practice his profession. He was first denied this 
document in 1938, and thus the couple agreed to emigrate. Gertrud’s 

father Ludwig, a widower since 1936, decided to join them as cattle 
traders, too, were faced with growing restrictions on job opportunities. 

Their relatives in the USA filed affidavits allowing them to emigrate just in 
time in July, 1938. In order to be able to take their furniture, the family 

had to pay a Jewish property tax of 10,000 Mark. Ludwig Blumenthal 
appears to have sold the estate at 68 Kapellenstrasse at a still more or 

less fair price as no postwar restitution claims or other papers regarding 

the house exist. 

In 1988, for a study group of the Carl Laemmle Gymnasium, Trude 
Friedlaender wrote down her memoirs of her beginnings in the USA and 

her first visit to her old hometown after the war: 

“The first few years were very difficult for us as we did not speak the 

language. It was easy for women to find work, but not for men. We 
returned home for the first time in 1967. When I saw Laupheim, I said to 
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my husband: ‘It still feels like home.’ It broke my heart to leave 
Laupheim. I now know that the young generation cannot be held 

responsible for the sins of the old. We have been living in the USA for over 
50 years now, and you cannot shift an old tree without it dying.” 

Trude Friedlaender and her second husband were also present in 1988 at 
the city’s first official invitation extended to its former Jewish citizens. She 

visited the family of the maid who worked for the Blumenthals, since 
relationships with the Christian domestic workers were, as in most other 

Jewish households, close and based on mutual trust. The salary is also 
said to have often been above average. During her visit in 1988, Trude 

Friedlaender was already in poor health. She died three years later. 

Sources: 

Exhibition catalogue “Nationalsozialismus in Biberach”, Ed. Frank 

Brunecker, Biberach Museum, 2006, p. 85 ff. 

John-Bergmann-Nachlass, city archive Laupheim. 

Photos and memories of Trude Friedlaender, Archive of Dr. Bayer. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

DWORZAN, Emil, 
6 Biberacher Strasse  

  

Translated by: Susann Beckenbach 

ROBERT  Eß 

 

 Emil (Elias) Dworzan, born January 1, 1856, died September 28, 

 1931, OO Rosa, née Schloß, born March 19, 1860, died July 24, 

 1932  

 -    Else, born September 27, 1886 in Posen 

 -    Dorothea, born April 9, 1888 in Posen  

 -    Hermann Julius, born April 14, 1890 in Posen, died March 8 
 1929 in Stuttgart  

 -    Max Jesaias, born January 25, 1892 in Laupheim 

 -    Alwine, born May 26, 1896 in Laupheim, died 1961 in America 
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Emil Dworzan relocated at the age of 34 from Posen (West Prussia) to 

Laupheim with his wife Rosa and three children. He was the son of Jesaias 

and Rachel Dworzan. He served the Laupheim community for 41 years as 

cantor and precentor and founded the mixed synagogue choir “Frohsinn” 

(“Gladness”). He died in 1931 in his 74th year about six months after 

Rabbi Dr. Leopold Treitel. On his gravestone are the words “He did what 

was righy and acted out of love.” 1) 

 

Conductor Emil Dworzan (front row, center) in the circle of his “Concordia” 

singers 

(photo: Bilderkammer Museum) 

Emil Dworzan was married to Rosa née Schloß. She was the daughter of 

Heinemann and Nacha (?) Schloß. In her obituary it says: “In her a truly 

Jewish, pious woman died, whose trust in God could never be shaken, 

even by great suffering” 2)  

The family lived as tenants at No. 6 Biberacher Straße above the guest 

house “Zur Germania”. Emil Dworzan was also the choir leader of the 

men's singing club “Concordia”, Laupheim.  

Among other things he organised a concert in the Catholic social center in 

aid of free meals for children. His Highness Fürst (Prince) Wilhelm von 

Urach und Graf (Count) von Württemberg also participated in this as a 
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baritone. The concert was accompanied by the town orchestra under the 

direction of music director Laub.  

According to Mr Rolf Emmerich there still exist 35 historical recordings 

from the service at the Laupheim synagogue from the year 1920.  

“Hollywood pioneer Carl Laemmle travelled for this purpose together with 

the Laupheim master tanner and community superinterdant Simon 
L.Steiner and the cantor Emil Dworzan to a recording studio in Berlin. With 

Simon L.Steiner at the organ and with the cantor Emil Dworzan 35 vocal 

pieces  from the Laupheim Synagogue were recorded, each piece on a 
separate record."3)  

 From the newspaper “Laupheimer Verkündiger” 

Emil Dworzan also supported young talents. Thus through him as an 

intermediary and with the support of the castle estate owner a stipend to 

study music was granted by King Wilhelm II of Württemberg to the young 

Joseph Gut, a resident of the Judenberg hill. 4) In August 1923 Emil 

Dworzan retired from his office as precentor. His successor was Wilhelm 

Kahn, who was the precentor in Lehrensteinsfeld-Affaltrach.  

From the newspaper “Laupheimer Verkündiger” 
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Dorchen and Else Dworzan (each in center of picture) as pupils at the 

elementary school 

„Israelitische Volksschule“ Laupheim 1895 (Photo Leo-Baeck Institute, 

N.Y.) 

         

 

Alwine Dworzan as a pupil at the “Latein und Realschule” (equivalent to a 

High School) in 1910; as members of the Sunday “Frauenarbeitsschule” 

(school for women's occupations) in 1913. 

(center of picture). (Photos: J.Braun, Alt-Laupheimer Bilderbogen, K. 

Neidlinger, 100 Jahre Realschule). 
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The children:  

Else: born September 27, 1886 in Posen. She married Kuno Kocherthalter 

from Madrid in early July 1928, where the family presumably lived at that 

time.  

Dorothea, born in Posen on April 9 1888. Dorothea was single and later 

lived at 24 Koenig-Wilhelm-Strasse, today the office of the architect Mann. 

On February 1, 1933 she emigrated to Madrid, probably because her elder 

sister was already there.  

Hermann Julius, born April 14, 1890 in Posen. He was a doctor and 

joined the Ersatzbataillon J.R. 125 in Stuttgart on August 20, 1914. Until 

his demobilization on November 30, 1918 he was active as a junior doctor 

and later as an assistant doctor at the battles of Flanders in 1914/15, in 

Champagne and at Verdun. He received the medal for bravery 

“Württembergische Tapferkeitsmedaille” and the Iron Cross II. 5)  

Max Jesaias, born January 25, 1892 in Laupheim, studied in Tübingen 

and gained his doctorship as Dr. med. in 1921. On December 8, 1924 he 

married Else Henle in Stuttgart. The wedding ceremony took place at the 

“Bahnhofsturm” (Station tower).  

Max also volunteered for military service on November 1, 1914 and took 

part in the battle of the Vosges as an assistant military doctor and later on 

the Russian and Ukraine battlefields. He was still at the battlefield on 

December 24, 1918 during his illness with typhoid fever. He, too, received 

the medal “Württembergische Tapferkeitsmedaille” for bravery and the 

Iron Cross EK II. 6 )  

On June 11, 1923 Max Dworzan announced in the newspaper “Laupheimer 

Verkündiger”:  

“Following professional training of several years with Dr. E. Krauss 

(Department for inner diseases at the military hospital 
“Versorgungskrankenhaus” in Stuttgart) and with Geheimrat Prof. Dr. H. 

Strauss, Berlin, and with Dr. Elsner and Dr. Urg, head of the earlier 

Boas'schen Klinik in Berlin, I have taken up a practice in Stuttgart as a 
specialist for gastroenterology (X-ray laboratory). !" 

  

His practice was located at 27 Kriegbergstrasse. Max Dworzan was, 

however, only able to pursue his career as a specialist for 

gastroenterology for only a few years. Following a short, serious illness he 

died on March 7, 1929 in his 36th years. His gravestone (No. 2817) is now 

illegible, due to the effects of the weather. 7)  
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Alwine, born May 26, 1896 in Laupheim, attended the elementary school, 

then the Laupheim “Latein- und Realschule” (equivalent to a High School) 

as the first female pupil. This was possible only from the year 1906. She 

emigrated on March 1, 1933, first to England and then to the USA, to 

Orson, and died there in 1961. She is mentioned by name on the 

gravestone of her parents in the Laupheim cemetery. It is not possible to 

ascertain from the inscription on the gravestone whether she is buried in 

her parents' grave or whether she is only remembered here. 8)  

 

 
  

The grave of the Dworzan family with the dedication for the daughter  

Alwine.Sources  

1) Nathanja Hüttenmeister: Der Jüdische Friedhof Laupheim S. 506. 

2) GIGW 20/1933, S. 223. 

3) Laupheimer Verkündiger. 

4) Braun: Altlaupheimer Bilderbogen Bd. II S. 177. 

5) HdG A-2003/0084/49. 

6) HdG A-2003/0084/48. 

7) Nathania Hüttenmeister: Der Jüdische Friedhof Laupheim S. 506. 

8) ebenda S. 506 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

EINSTEIN, Arthur Emil, 
Tobaccos, 4 Marktplatz  

  

Translated by: Alina Blankenstein, Bopha Duong, Stella Kirst, 

Franziska Lenth, Christina Roth, Vanessa Soldan 
Supervised by: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez 

Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg 
Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen, Englischabteilung 

 

DR. UDO BAYER / DR. ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT 

 

 
 Arthur Emil Einstein, born April 19, 1865 in Laupheim, died June 
 23, 1940 in Laupheim, married Mathilde, née Einstein, div. 

 Wallersteiner, born November 30, 1865 in Laupheim, died March 

 27, 1940 in Laupheim 
 

 Hertha, born June 5, 1895 in Laupheim, died in 1993 in New York, 
 married Dr. Erich Nathorff, born in 1885, died in 1954 in New York, 

 USA 
 

 Heinz Nathorff, born January 10, 1925 in Berlin, died in 1988 in 
 New York, USA 

 
 Sophie Einstein, born February 2, 1902 in Laupheim, immigrated 

 to New York, USA in 1938, married Martin Pauson, born January 7, 
 1897 in Göttingen, Germany, immigrated to New York, USA in 1938 

 
 Elsbeth Einstein, born June 8, 1906 in Laupheim, immigrated to 

 the USA in 1939, married Dr. Otto Treitel, born May 16, 1887 in 

 Karlsruhe, Germany, died October 8, 1949 in Philadelphia, USA 
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Arthur and Mathilde Einstein, 1934. 

 
The married couple Arthur and Mathilde Einstein belonged to a group of 

Jews who stayed in Laupheim but did not have to face deportation, as 
they both died just before the forced relocation to the Wendelinsgrube. 

Their eldest daughter, Hertha Nathorff, who occasionally visited Laupheim, 
recorded their living conditions after 1933 in her diary. There she 

describes the increasing discrimination and deprivation of rights as well as 
the end of a well-established civic life. The diary was published by Fischer 

Taschenbuch in Frankfurt/Main, Germany, in 1988 as “Das Tagebuch der 
Hertha Nathorff, Berlin - New York, Aufzeichnungen 1933 bis 1945“ (The 

diary of Hertha Nathorff, Berlin - New York, notes 1933 – 1945). 

Nowadays, it is an important source of information for us to understand 
from the perspective of the people affected. 

 

 
Residential and commercial property, 4 Marktplatz. 
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The Family business 
 
It is very likely that Emil Einstein, father of Arthur Einstein, started the 

Einstein family business with a shop selling smoking tobacco, cigars and 

cigarettes. When Emil Einstein passed away in 1879, at the young age of 
46, he was survived by his wife and six children. Back then Arthur was 14 

years old. According to an official announcement made by the regional 
court of Laupheim on January 18, 1879, it was Sophie Einstein who 

initially continued to run the business. Afterwards, Arthur took over and 
later managed it together with his son-in-law Martin Pauson. The three 

owners kept the founder’s name “Emil Einstein” and amended it by “& 
Co”.  

 
The business was situated in a very representative building at 4 

Marktplatz, this can be seen, in the picture taken in the 1920s or 1930s 
despite it being out of focus. The owners regularly advertised their choice 

of goods in the local newspaper Laupheimer Verkündiger, and thereby 
ensured a good turnover. This is documented by the advertisements 

extracted from the Laupheimer Verkündiger. Christian holidays were used 

as an occasion to specifically advertise holiday gifts, as shown in the 
announcement: Wir empfehlen als willkommene Festgeschenke (We 

recommend as welcome holiday gifts). Since this advertisement was 
published on December 5, 1925, 

the recommendation applied to 
Christmas. Moreover, the owners 

offered cigars, cigarettes and 
smoking tobaccos for resellers. 

According to eyewitness reports, 
this was used especially in 

surrounding villages during the 
difficult times of the Weimar 

Republic to supplement income. It 
became known that Arthur Einstein 

granted his clients enough time to 

pay until they had sold all of the 
tobacco and so even the destitute 

resellers could conclude their 
transactions.  For decades, the 

owners were very successful in 
Laupheim and well known as 

important taxpayers in the 
community.  

 
After Hitler was appointed Reich 

Chancellor on January 31, 1933, 
massive anti-Semitic campaigns 

soon followed. Simultaneously, the 
process of Gleichschaltung was 
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swiftly and consistently enforced, so it was quickly noticeable in 
Laupheim. Just like everywhere else in Germany where Jewish people 

lived and worked, SA-members in uniform turned up in front of Jewish 
businesses on April 1, 1933. In Laupheim, for instance, they appeared 

outside of the business "Emil Einstein & Co.", as the following picture of 
the Nazi boycott of Jewish businesses shows. 

 
The aim of the first measures included discouraging customers from 

frequenting Jewish shops; which was intended to deprive shop owner’s of 
their income and therefore their means of existence.     

 

 
(“Laupheimer Verkündiger”, December 5, 1925) 
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Over the course of the following years, the repressive measures became 
much more extensive, so that Arthur Einstein came to the following 

conclusion, which was noted by his daughter Hertha Nathorff-Einstein in 
her diary entry from April 24, 1938: 

 
“We were in Southern Germany, in my small hometown. Many Jewish 

businesses were sold, the owners emigrated, the houses of the Catholics 
were defaced with offensive words, the streets besmirched, and people 

didn’t dare to greet each other anymore. My dad says he doesn’t want to 
sell his company. Its name shall go down with us. The old man is right; 

the Nazis have no right to take in their dirty hands what existed in 

reputation and good name through generations.” 
 

 

 
Boycott of the Einstein tobacco shop on April 1, 1933. 

 
The “Decree of the Systematic Exclusion of Jews from Business and 

Society of November 12, 1938“, (Reichsgesetzblatt 1938, part I, p. 1580) 
prohibited any business-related activity from January 1, 1939, on. This 

was completely contrary to the will of Arthur Einstein, a well-established 
Jewish citizen of Laupheim. The records of a local council meeting in 

Laupheim not only reflect the rapid implementation of the law enacted by 

the Nazis, but they also show the fraudulent efforts of Hitler’s local 
profiteers to obtain the commercial property with its backyard garden for 

below its value. 
 

Record of a local meeting in Laupheim: 
“Another current case of aryanization is the Einstein tobacco shop. At first, 

Einstein had leased the business including the apartment to Fritz 
Nothelfer. The responsible committee had decided to close down the 

tobacco shop. Due to this, the aryanization did not take place. However, 
Nothelfer or rather his father-in-law A.B. still wanted to buy the house. 

Another prospective buyer for the shop was Hans Reinhalter who wanted 
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to move his cigar shop from Radstrasse to the Einstein house, as it was 
more conveniently located. The responsible committee would very likely 

not place any obstacles in his way, as this would just mean a simple 
business transfer of the same sector. Moreover, Otto Schlichthärle, owner 

of a footwear business, had also shown his interest. The local Reich party 
departments and the mayor had already assured their support for their 

endeavor some time ago. As there were still more prospective buyers he 
had explained to the owner, Einstein, that the town would buy the house. 

The town would then be free to resell it. The mayor still thought that it 
would be Schlichthärle’s turn then…“  

 

On January 6, 1939, the district administrator of Biberach instructed Josef 
Hänle to immediately carry out the sale of the long-established business in 

Laupheim. Thus, on March 3, 1939, Arthur Einstein was eventually forced 
to sell his residential and business property to Theresia Schlichthärle, 

mother of Otto Schlichthärle, mentioned above. After 1945, the sale was 
subject to the restitution, which was carried out in the French occupation 

zone at the time. The information regarding this restitution was not 
provided. 

 

About the family  
 
Arthur Einstein and his wife Mathilde belonged to the extensive fourth 

generation of the Einstein descendants in Laupheim, who all could be 
traced back to Leopold und Esther Einstein. 

 
The similarities of the couple were not only limited to their belonging to 

the Einstein family, they were also cousins, both born in 1861, raised in 
Laupheim and of course of the same religion.  

 
They got married in Ulm on June 7, 1892, which nowadays seems a little 

unusual, especially as they were both from Laupheim.  
 

The couple had five children. The first girl was stillborn in 1893 and a boy 

called Ernst Emil, born in 1898, died only ten days after his birth. The 
other three girls, Hertha, born on June 5, 1895, Sophie, born on February 

2, 1902, and Elsbeth, born on June 8, 1906, grew up in Laupheim where 
they attended the Jewish Volksschule (former German compulsory 

elementary school). They spent their childhood in their parental home at 4 
Marktplatz. Their social environment was typical of the willingly 

assimilated, wealthy, Jewish middle class. It was characterized by a focus 
on education and the cultivation of culture. 

 

Sophie 
 
There is even a photo showing Sophie in 1909, when she was about seven 

years old. The clipping has been taken from a class photo with her teacher 
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Bernhard Sichel of the Israelite Volksschule in Laupheim. Not much more 
could be found out about her life. An engagement announcement in the 

Laupheimer Verkündiger on September 10, 1925, made public her 
intention to marry. Martin Pauson and Sophie Einstein fulfilled these 

intentions in Laupheim on May 28, 1926. Martin moved to Laupheim and 
took his place in the family business, where he became a partner. Sophie 

Einstein and Martin Pauson remained childless. They both managed to 
immigrate to the USA in 1938, just as the family of her sister Hertha did. 

The photo on the following page shows them shortly before their 
departure. 

 
 

Israelite Volksschule 1909. LTR: Hermine Wertheimer, 

Sophie Einstein, Poldile Friedberger. 
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Elsbeth 
 
Even less is known about the youngest of the three daughters. Her 

marriage on July 29, 1934, was the last one of the Jewish community in 

Laupheim. Of course her life after she married was closely connected to 
her husband’s, Dr. Otto Treitel, who is portrayed in the article “The Rabbi 

Family Treitel” in the commemorative book. 

 
Hertha Nathorff-Einstein, her son Heinz, her sister 

Sophie with her husband Martin Pauson. 
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Hertha Nathorff-Einstein 
 

The sheer volume of material about 

her life is enormous in contrast to 
her two sisters. Not only the diary 

mentioned above but also several 
letters and one television film from 

the year of her death in 1993 are 
important documents reflecting the 

life of Hertha Nathorff-Einstein. 

Moreover, she is one of the best-
known survivors of the Laupheim 

Jewish community, due to her 
journalistic activities after she 

immigrated to New York. Her 
eventful life may in many ways be 

seen as an example of the fate of 
Jewish society in Germany. The fate 

of her family shows the prevailing 
circumstances of most German Jews 

who managed to escape 
annihilation, as well as the trauma 

of a reluctant decision to leave 
Germany and the difficulties the 

exiled faced in their new home. 

 
But first one should look a bit further back in time. Hertha told stories 

about her childhood, when the Christian and Jewish communities co-
existed peacefully. Her family maintained friendly relations to people 

belonging to other religions and they celebrated Christian holidays with 
them. In a small remembrance book that she wrote for her husband in 

America, she expressed her relationship to other people’s religions as 
follows: She did not think she could ever not deny being Jewish, nor that 

there are different Gods for each religion. No, she could not believe that. 
The strong identification of the German-Jewish educated classes with 

German culture and especially the literary tradition of the classical period 
is reflected in her retrospective memory and loving description of the 

bookcase as a Hausaltar with its “multivolume and precious Weimar 
edition of Goethe and all the literature that we have both compiled with 

much love over the years and with the careful selection of a collector”.  

 
Education played an important role in the Einstein family. Hertha’s father, 

Arthur, had already attended the Realschule (German secondary school) 
with a Latin department, in Laupheim. His oldest daughter was supposed 

to follow his example as suggested by Professor Flaig. 
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Hertha Nathorff-Einstein in a letter dated January 21, 1986: 
 

“… Enjoying the silence and beauty of the summer evening, Professor 
Flaig and my parents were sitting in the garden while I was helping 

Elsbeth Flaig with her homework. Suddenly Professor Flaig said to my 
father, ‘If Elsbeth was such a good student I would send her to our 

Lateinschule (Latin school).’ ‘Our Herthel to the Lateinschule?’ ‘Yes, if it 
were possible,’ my father responded, a lifetime enthusiast for Latin. ‘Latin 

facilitates rational thinking,’ he used to say. And Professor Flaig answered, 
‘Just try, I would like her to be my student.’ My mother, who hardly ever 

interfered in conversations among men, quickly said, ‘Do not talk my 

husband into such nonsense. Our tomboy has to go to boarding school in 
Switzerland, where she will have to learn French and good manners, 

which I cannot teach our wild little bee.’ Everybody laughed and the 
subject was dropped. Therefore, I was completely surprised when my 

father told me at the end of the summer break that I would have to go to 
the Lateinschule. He had thus organized the change of schools without 

saying a word. All this seemed more exhilarating to me and without 
hesitation I made my way, together with students I already knew, to the 

Rabenstrasse, the Lateinschule. The professors, probably prepared by 
Professor Flaig, gave as warm a welcome to me as to the boys. But when 

it became known that a girl was attending a boy’s school, a big furor was 
caused among the citizens of Laupheim. Many people were enthusiastic 

about this progress; more were outraged that a girl was sent to the boy’s 
school. Even the Councilor of the highest administrative body of the 

Catholic Church, a long-time chess partner of my father, told him that he 

would no longer play chess with him because he was sending his daughter 
to a boy’s school and thereby supporting immorality. I overheard my 

father talking to my mother. My mother certainly triumphed internally and 
I heard her reply to my father, ‘It had to come to this point!’” 

 
The fact that Hertha was the first girl to attend the Realschule with a Latin 

department in Laupheim did not remain hidden from the authorities in 
Stuttgart. In the same year they forbade coeducation and Hertha was 

instructed to leave the school. The rest of this school year, Hertha 
attended the Volksschule and learned the content of the Latin class 

ambitiously, which her fellow students brought her and studied with her. 
In the following school year, Arthur Einstein enrolled his daughter for the 

Latin class again. There, Hertha spent the following four school years, and 
after she graduated she went to the Gymnasium (school for advanced 

secondary education) in Ulm where she passed her A-levels. In her final 

year of school the First World War started. Many of her classmates then 
volunteered for the military service. When one of them said to Hertha, 

“Now you see that you’re just a girl,” she decided to study medicine 
instead of music and literature, as she had planned before.  
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Hertha Einstein with her Ulm school class in front of Goethe’s Summer 
House in Weimar. 

 
She spent her years of study in Heidelberg and Freiburg. In 1923, she 

became senior physician at the maternity hospital and nursery of the Red 
Cross in Berlin. In the same year, she married Dr. Erich Nathorff in Berlin-

Charlottenburg, with whom she ran a private medical practice in Berlin. 
Their only child, Heinz Nathorff, was born on January 10, 1925. 
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(“Laupheimer Verkündiger”, 1923) 
 

The couple experienced the same discriminations as Hertha’s parents in 

Laupheim, when Jewish businesses, law offices and medical practices were 
boycotted across the German Reich in April 1933, as she described in her 

diary. 
 

The Nuremberg Laws of 1935 were complemented by the Fourth Decree 
to the Reich Citizenship Law in September 1938. These more and more 

perfidiously elaborated amendments revoked the Jewish doctors’ licenses. 
From then on they were only allowed to treat Jews. In August 1938, the 

Nathorffs provided their affidavit of support to the Consulate General of 
the United States to speed up their immigration. Carl Laemmle, a paternal 

relative, had vouched for their support. However, before they were able to 
leave Germany, the Nazis gave the command for a pogrom in the night 

from November 9 to November 10, 1938. This happened directly after the 
assassination of the German legation secretary vom Rath by the 17-year-

old Jew Herschel Grünspan in Paris. During the pogrom, Erich Nathorff 

was arrested in Berlin and taken to the concentration camp in Dachau 
along with seventeen Jewish men from Laupheim. After five weeks under 

arrest, when his wife and son feared for his life, he was released. 
  

Hertha Nathorff-Einstein, diary entry of December 16, 1938: 
“My husband has returned: Suddenly and surprising, but in what 

condition? They shaved off his beard, his newly emerging hair sparse and 
gray. It doesn’t matter. I too have my first silver strands. It was not age 

that whitened them. My husband has returned. The most important thing 
is, he is alive, he is here! He has said, ‘I am ok and I was doing well. And 

for now, don’t ask further questions.’  
 

I know before they were released they had to sign an agreement not to 
talk about anything, so I will not ask anything. But I need only to look at 

the blue frostbite on his battered and wounded hands. [. . .]“ 

 
The Nathorffs visited their closest relatives in Laupheim for the last time in 

mid-April 1939 to bid farewell to their loved ones as well as to the place of 
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their childhood and youth. The life-saving emigration started on April 27, 
1939, when they traveled from Berlin to Bremerhaven, Germany.  

 
But how was their new beginning in New York in 1940? Carl Laemmle, 

who had given them their affidavit, had passed away. Dr. Erich Nathorff 
had to thoroughly prepare himself for the New York medical exam, as his 

German medical license was not valid in the USA. Hertha spent this time 
in low-paying jobs to earn a living and save money for setting up a 

practice. It was a heavy blow for her when her parents Arthur and 
Mathilde Einstein, who stayed in Laupheim, both passed away shortly after 

each other in 1940. 

 
Her husband passed the medical exam successfully and opened his own 

medical practice in early 1941, where Hertha became his receptionist. She 
also tried to pass the necessary medical exam several times, but she 

failed mainly due to her husband’s lack of support. The relatively early 
death of Erich Nathorff in 1954 was therefore particularly tragic. 

 
Hertha Nathorff-

Einstein, her father 
Arthur Einstein, her 

sister Sophie Pauson 
née Einstein, her son 

Heinz Nathorff, the 
husband of her sister, 

Martin Pauson, her 

mother Mathilde 
Einstein née Einstein, 

her husband Erich 
Nathorff. 
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Hertha found other fields of activitiy, but she could never cope with not 
having worked as a doctor in the USA. To a certain extent, her new home 

always remained a little foreign to her. Nevertheless, she was socially 
committed. In the context of the New World Club, which took care of 

immigrants, she worked in the area responsible for psychological care. 
She was a member of the “Alfred Mental Hygiene Clinic”, the “Virchow 

Medical Society” and the “Association for Advancement of Psychotherapy”. 
Moreover, she worked as a publicist for newspapers and gave radio 

lectures in German. 

In honor of her 60th birthday in 1955, an article published in Aufbau, the 

newspaper of Jewish immigrants in New York, described her double life 

concisely but fittingly as follows: "Charwoman during day, chairwoman at 
night". Her diverse voluntary work and cultural commitments were 

honored by the Federal Republic of Germany with the award of the Federal 
Cross of Merit in 1967. Though she never visited Germany again she still 

maintained contact that for example, came about due to the publication of 
her diary by Wolfgang Benz. 

 
In 1986, even at the advanced age of 91, Hertha Nathorff-Einstein took 

the initiative and wrote a letter to Mayor Otmar Schick in which she 
announced that she wanted to finance an annual scholarship to honor the 

best graduating student. This scholarship has now been awarded in a 
ceremony at the Carl-Laemmle-Gymnasium every year since 1987. 

From 1942 until she passed away in 1993, she lived in her apartment 
close to Central Park, where her husband had also had his medical 

practice. As her son Heinz died in 1988, Hertha had to spend her last 

years of life alone. She was confined to her apartment and bound to her 
wheelchair due to illness. Only through extensive correspondence was she 

able to stay in contact with the outside world. After her death, a metal 
plate in memory of her husband and son was 

added to her father’s 
tombstone at the 

Jewish cemetery in 
Laupheim.  

                               
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

168 
 

Sources: 
Das Tagebuch der Hertha Nathorff. Berlin – New York 1933 bis 1945. 

Frankfurt a.M. 1988. 
 

Hecht, Cornelia; Köhlerschmidt Antje: Die Deportation der Juden aus 
Laupheim. Laupheim 2004. Museum zur Geschichte von Christen und 

Juden im Schloss Großlaupheim. 
 

Laupheimer Verkündiger 1920–1933. Stadtarchiv Laupheim FL 9811 – 
9899. 

 

Standesamt Laupheim, Familienregisterband V. S. 234. 
Von der Laupheimer Lateinschule zum Carl-Laemmle-Gymnasium. 

Festschrift zum 125jährigen Jubiläum des Laupheimer Gymnasiums. 
Laupheim 1994. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

EINSTEIN, Emanuel,  
livestock trader, 21/1 Kapellenstrasse  

 

Translated by: David Runda, Vanessa Franz, Victor Nölke and Sina Kirwel  

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez, 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

  

DR . ANTJE  KÖHLERSCHMIDT 

 
 Emanuel Leopold Einstein, born August 17, 1865, in Laupheim, 

 married to Mathilde, née Levy, born March 25, 1868, in 
 Buttenhausen, died July 22, 1937, in Laupheim, Germany. 

  
 -  Louise Einstein, married name Heumann, born February 18, 

 1894 in Laupheim, died November 21, 1982, in Cincinnati, USA, 
 married to Richard Hugo Heumann, born September 30, 1885, in 

 Laupheim, died in Auschwitz on September 5, 1942.  
 

 -  Marianne Heumann, born August 13, 1920, in Laupheim, died 

 October 18, 1991, in Bonnieux, France, 
 

 -  Franz Benno Heumann, born March 5, 1927, in Ulm, Germany 
 

 – Hugo Einstein, born October 8, 1895, in Laupheim, moved to  
 Tübingen May 4, 1920. 
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The photo shows proud grandparents Emanuel and his wife Mathilde 
Einstein, probably with their granddaughter Marianne Heumann, who at 

the time was five years old. The picture was taken in Laupheim around 
1925, during the Weimar Republic, in the Roaring Twenties. 

  
Several years after the turmoil of its beginnings, with the Treaty of 

Versailles in 1919, the Kapp Putsch in 1920, the Beer Hall Putsch in 1923, 
and high inflation until the same year, the Weimar Republic finally brought 

about a calmer, more stable life for the German people. 

  
At that time there were numerous Einstein families in Laupheim, of which 

several members can be found in the memorial book. They are all 
somehow related to one another, since they can be traced back to Leopold 

Einstein (1720-1796) and his wife Esther, née Öttinger (died in 1811). 
The couple belonged to a group of Jews who had moved to Laupheim 

during the 18th century as a result of the three Treaties for Jewish 
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Protection, which were signed under the aristocratic family von Welden. 
Their graves are some of the oldest in the Jewish cemetery in Laupheim.  

  
Emanuel Leopold Einstein, born on August 17, 1865, in Laupheim, was the 

son of Leopold Emanuel Einstein (1824-1900) and his wife Louise, née 
Laupheimer (1831-1892). He thus belonged to the fifth generation of 

Einsteins in Laupheim. Some of his cousins who resided in the same town 
were Amalie Höchstetter (née Einstein), Emilie Bernheimer (née Einstein), 

Helene Hofheimer (née Einstein, Pauline Nördlinger (née Einstein) and hop 
trader Max Einstein. Their lives have also been documented in the 

memorial book. Just like his cousins, Emanuel Leopold Einstein grew up in 

Laupheim and lived his entire life in his home town on 21 Kapellen Street.  
  

From there he also ran his livestock trade, which played a significant role 
in the relationship between Christians and Jews. Traditionally, Jews were 

strongly represented in the livestock trade, especially horses and cattle. 
They were intermediaries between farmers and the local cattle markets. 

Emanuel Einstein’s occupation probably led him to the Upper Swabian 
region, among other cities, to Buttenhausen, with its Jewish rural 

community and local cattle markets. That is probably also where he met 
his future wife. On December 22, 1892, he married Mathilde Levy in her 

home town of Buttenhausen. She was born on March 25, 1868, the 
daughter of salesman Mayer Levy and his wife Sara, née Lindauer. 

Nevertheless, Laupheim was the couple’s main place of residence, where 
they lived in his parents’ home on 21 Kapellen Street. 

  

They had two children. On February 18, 1894, their daughter Louise 
Einstein was born. She was apparently named after her paternal 

grandmother, who had died two years prior to her birth. Their son, Hugo, 
was born the following year on October 8, 1895. Both children spent their 

childhood in Laupheim and went to the Jewish Volksschule (1). Then they 
most likely attended the Realschule (2) where Latin was taught. Hugo 

Einstein probably took Latin and completed his Abitur (3), since he 
subsequently studied medicine. His studies were interrupted by World War 

I and in Januar 1915 Hugo was drafted in Ulm. In the same year he 
participated in the German advance on Poland. He was later relocated to 

France, where he fought in the Battle of Verdun and the Battle of 
Champagne. Due to a heart defect, he stopped fighting on the front line in 

1916. The last rank he held was that of an orderly medical sergeant. He 
carried out his duties in the military hospital in the communications zone 

behind the front lines. He was finally discharged on December 16, 1918, 

at the end of World War I. Once home, he most likely took up his medical 
studies. The last information available about his life is the documentation 

of his move to Tübingen on May 4, 1920. 

  

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/23e%20EINSTEIN%20Emanuel.htm#_ftn3
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“Young Hugo Einstein as a pupil  

at Laupheim’s Real- und Lateinschule1 1910/11 
(Archive: Ernst Schäll) 

 
Unlike Hugo, his sister Louise Einstein, pictured in the middle, remained in 

Laupheim and had a sheltered upbringing in her family and within the 
Jewish community. At the same time, she took part in Laupheim’s social 

life, as can be seen by the group picture at a dance social in 1911 on the 
following page. It was taken at the conclusion of a dance class under the 

direction of ballet teacher, Geiger, from Ravensburg/Ulm at the Kronprinz 
inn on Kapellen St., nowadays 

Alexis Sorbas. Girls of all 
confessions, especially from 

Laupheim, participated in the 

dance class, a sign that Catholics, 
Protestants and Jews peacefully 

coexisted at the beginning of the 
20th century.  

  

From left to right: Emmie 
Bammert, Gustav Bach, Louise 

Einstein, Anna Stuber. 

                                    
1
 a commercial bank 

1 Approximately €50.000, or $57.000 
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From left to right: 

1st row, seated: Rieser (Isr.), Hilda Löffler, Resle Ott (from Bronnen), 
Gustav Bosch, Cläre Friedberger (Isr.), Louise Hermann (née Spleis); 

2nd row standing: Betty Obernauer (Isr.), Josefine Arnold (née Speth), 
Emilie Bammert, Anna Knoll (née Stuber), Lina Raff (née Stumpp), Pauline 

Egge;  
3rd and upper row: Adolf Scheffold (qualified engineer, temporary mayor 

of Laupheim from 1945), Martha Moosmayer (née Gerhard), Louise 
Heumann (née Einstein) (Isr.), Hans Sauter (died during the First World 

War). 
   

It is unknown what kind of education Louise received in the next few years 
or whether or not she had a job. On October 26, 1919, she married 

Richard Heumann who was from Laupheim as well. As director of the 
Gewerbebank (5), he was one of the most renowned members of the 

Jewish community at that time. They lived on 15 Kapellen St. until their 

immigration to Paris in 1935. The remainder of their life is documented in 
the memorial book under the name Bertha Heumann, within the context 

of her husband’s family. Even though the couple’s life during the Weimar 
Republic was rather peaceful, it all changed with the Nazis’ systematic and 

rapid rise to power in 1933. The suspension of Jewish bank director 
Richard Heumann was used as an example to intimidate not only 
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Laupheim’s entire Jewish community, but also the Christian population. 
Please refer to the article of Bertha Heumann’s family for further reading.  

  
Louise’s parents remained in Laupheim, even after the emigration of their 

daughter’s family, and were subjected to ever-increasing social exclusion 
and deprivation of their rights. The alarming events of 1933 undoubtedly 

led to their decision to emigrate as soon as possible. On behalf of his son-
in-law, Richard Heumann, Emanuel Einstein tried to obtain proof of his 

time spent in protective custody. His request, however, was denied 
because it was impossible to issue such a document for Jews who had 

already emigrated. 

 
  
The fragment below shows the original signature of the petitioner:  

  
Translation:  

 
Laupheim, January 2, 1935 

To the honourable District Authority 
      Laupheim. 

  
My son-in-law, Richard Heumann, is in need of certification that he was 

taken into protective custody on April 1 until 13, 1933. I would be ever so 

grateful if you issued the certificate as quickly as possible.  
Thank you very much for your efforts.  

Yours respectfully, 
  

(signature) 
Emanuel Einstein  
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In contrast to the younger generations, it became increasingly difficult for 
the older Jews of Laupheim, including Emanuel and Mathilde Einstein, to 

leave their ancestral home town with their children. Only after Mathilde’s 
death on July 22, 1937, did Emanuel Einstein, alone and widowed at the 

age of seventy-two, consider emigration.  After presenting a health 
certificate, which he had obtained from a medical officer due to his 

asthma, he visited his children Richard and Louise Heumann and 
grandchildren Marianne and Franz Benno in Paris in 1937. The following 

year, he decided to permanently immigrate to Paris to live with his 
daughter’s family. 

 

On May 30, 1938, under the pretext of spending yet another three to four 
weeks recuperating in Paris, he informed the county commissioner of 

Laupheim of his intended departure, who then passed this information on 
to the Gestapo field office in Ulm. Emanuel fortunately never returned to 

Laupheim. 
  

The Einstein family’s home and barn on 21 Kapellen St. were sold to Elise 
Häussler, an unmarried milkmaid from Ulm, for 10.500 Reichsmark (6). 

They were sold at a very low price, and Emanuel Einstein probably did not 
receive any of the proceeds from the sale, as he had not paid two 

mortgage inscriptions from the Gewerbebank amounting to 3000 and 
6000 Reichsmark. The reason for the sale was to secure the creditors 

against loss, which would nowadays be regarded as a forced foreclosure. 
It is unknown whether or not he had received any form of restitution after 

World War II. In 1949, with the aid of Stuttgart based solicitor and notary 

Ostertag, Emanuel Einstein sought to recover the belongings he had had 
to leave behind in Laupheim. According to the tax office in Biberach there 

were several files missing, such as inventory lists and public sales records, 
which indicates that he did not receive any compensation. 

  
In 1938, Emanuel Einstein joined his family in Paris, but they were not 

safe there. Germany’s invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939, which 
marked the beginning of World War II, also had consequences for German 

emigrants in France. Richard Heumann, his son-in-law, suffered a great 
tragedy and the rest of the family made a very bold and dangerous 

escape, which ended in Switzerland. In 1945, once the war was over, the 
family immigrated to the United States.  
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

EINSTEIN, Hedwig and 

Irma, SAEBEL, Heinz 

Teacher, 54 Ulmer Strasse 

  

  

Translated by: Markus Ganser 

KARL NEIDLINGER 

 

 Hedwig Einstein, born 13, April 1879 in Laupheim, single,  

 murdered December 5, 1941 in Riga.  

 Irma Einstein, born March 11, 1888 in Laupheim, single, murdered 

 December 5, 1941 in Riga. 
 

 - Parents: Moritz (died 1890) and Pauline Einstein (died 1916). 

 – Siblings: Theodor, born 1873, emigrated to the USA, 

 Mathilde, born 1875, since 1906 married with Sigmund 

 Hohenemser, Haigerloch, emigrated to the USA. 
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„I went home … during my absence the 
Gestapo had performed a house search. 

A camera, several films, and the 
minutes from various local council 

meetings were missing, but the key 
with the capital “S” was still there. It 

was the key to the synagogue. I held it 
in my hand as my friendly landladies, 

the Einstein sisters, olev ha-sholom 
(translator’s note: Hebrew expression, 

meaning “May they rest in peace”) told 

me that not a single brick was left from 
the synagogue. The Jewish community 

had to pay for the transport of the 
building rubble to the neighboring town 

of Biberach.   

 

These lines originate from Heinz Saebel (1912–1986), the last teacher of 

the Israelite primary school in Laupheim, who managed to emigrate to 
Sweden in 1939. After almost four weeks of detention in the Dachau 

concentration camp he returned home in December 1938. His home was 
54 Ulmer Strasse and the two “friendly landladies” were 

Hedwig and Irma Einstein. This excerpt from Saebel’s speech titled „A key 
that talks“, in which he describes his 

return from Dachau is the only written 
testimony referring to the Einstein sisters, 

who obviously led a reclusive life. Nor is 
there any story delivered by word-of-

mouth about them, and also the grocery 
shop once located there has long since 

given way to a discount 

supermarket. Therefore, this memory 
book is the last opportunity to give a face 

to these forgotten victims of the Shoa. 

 

 

 
There is at least one picture of 

Irma Einstein: she was in second grade 
when teacher Adolf Gideon was 

photographed with his pupils in 
1895.  

She is standing in the second row, second 
from the right (as shown on picture below)  
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Their father Moritz Einstein already passed away in 1890, two years after 
his daughter Irma was born. He presumably was a cattle trader, because 

his two-floor house on 54 Ulmer Strasse included a barn and stables. The 
oldest son Theodor, born in 1873 soon migrated to the USA and the oldest 

daughter Mathilde got married in Haigerloch in 1906. She managed to 
emigrate with her family to the USA during the Nazi regime. The younger 

daughters Hedwig and Irma remained single and it is unclear how they 
made their living. Probably they kept on the cattle trade business after 

their father’s untimely death. A list dated 1938 puts the sisters as 
“privateers”. Also in 1938 they rented rooms in their house to the teacher 

Heinz Saebel and the postman Georg Habrik. 

Israelite Primary School Laupheim with 

teacher Adolf Gideon, approx. 1895. 

(Photo: Leo-Baeck-Institute, NY) 

In 1940 or 1941 the two sisters, like most Jewish residents who still 
remained in Laupheim, were confined in collective housing: The sisters 

were forced to leave their large house and move to the barracks at 

Wendelinsgrube, a shabby place without running water nor electricity. It is 
unclear if Hedwig and Irma Einstein attempted to emigrate after this 

forced relocation. There was at least a theoretical chance to obtain 
affidavits as their older brother and several nephews and nieces already 

lived in the USA. 



 

 

180 
 

Starting Nov. 1, 1941, even before the two sisters were allocated to the 
first deportation on Nov. 28, 1941, Laupheim officials had already rented 

their home on Ulmer Strasse to new tenants. 

According to the secret state police Gestapo the first deportation to 
Riga/Lettland included relatively young people who were still fit for work. 

23 citizens from Laupheim aged between 20 and 62 years were among 

them. The 62 year old Hedwig Einstein was not on the list, but her 
younger sister Irma was subject to this „evacuation to the East“. However, 

Hedwig was allocated subsequently instead of Rosa Wallach who had 
fallen seriously ill. The two sisters who stayed their whole life together 

were also forced to face death together: shortly after their arrival at the 
extinction camp Jungfernhof near Riga they were murdered in a mass 

execution. 

After the war an initial restitution law suit was filed in 1948 by nieces from 
the USA (not known by name) in which they claimed the house on 54 

Ulmer Stasse “and six paintings to be returned by the carpenter Kugler”. 

Obviously there were several individuals who had taken over belongings 
from Hedwig and Irma Einstein. This first request failed, but in 1950 two 

nephews from Provicence/USA successfully requested the restitution of 
the property, and they subsequently sold the house to the Hopfen-Steiner 

property administration who also owned the neighboring buildings.  

In 1980 Manfred Hohenemser managed that the names of 
Hedwig and Irma Einstein were included in the list of victims of the 

genocide at Yad Vashem memorial. 

Sources: 

1.  Heinz Saebel: Ein Schlüssel erzählt. Zwölfseitiger Vortrag anlässlich d

er 30sten Wiederkehr der Kristallnacht 1968. (A key that talks. A 12-
page speech from 1968 on the occasion of 30 years of commemoration 

of the Kristallnacht. Archive Ernst Schaell. 

2.  Restitution files State archive Sigmaringen, Wü 126/2, No. 31. 

3.  Copies from Yad Vashem memorial sheets: John-

Bergmann heritage, Town archive Laupheim. 

4.  L auphe im  a ddress book of 1938. 

5.  Cornelia Hecht/Antje Koehlerschmidt: Die Deportation der Juden aus L

aupheim. (The deportation of the Jews from Laupheim). Commented 
collection of documents 2003. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

EINSTEIN, Helene and 

Mathilde,  
8 Radstrasse 

 

Translated by: Peter Ritz 

KARL NEIDLINGER 

 
 Mother: Mathilde Einstein, née Nathan, born May 13, 1856 in 

 Laupheim, died March 7, 1937 in Laupheim. Widow of Heinrich 
 Einstein, died 1909. 

 
 Daughter: Helene Einstein, born August 19, 1888 in Laupheim, 

 single, murdered 1942 in Riga. 

 

 

“While the Einstein family, at least in their first hundred years, 
were not exceedingly successful economically, they excelled in any 

case in their fertility. Leopold (the Laupheim Einstein Ancestor, 
K.N.) and Esther Einstein had three sons and at least three 

daughters who, between 1786 and 1825, provably had 39 
grandchildren , of which ten were male and all of them founded 

families in Laupheim.” 

 (from: John H. Bergmann: Die Bergmanns in Laupheim, page 22) 

 
The Bergmann Clan had like all other Jewish families in Laupheim one 

common ancestor, Leopold Einstein. Therefore John Bergmann dedicated  
a whole chapter in his family chronicle to the Einsteins. The fertility of the 

Einstein Clan, which he drew attention to, continued in the generations 
that followed: Heinrich Einstein, a greatgrandson of Leopold had eleven 

brothers and sisters, his daughter Helene was the youngest of his six 
children. 
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 In lieu of individual advertisement 

 Mathilde Nathan 
Heinrich Einstein 

  
announce their engagement 

  
Laupheim February 1878 

 
Advertisement in “Laupheimer Verkündiger” February 9, 1878 

 

There is very little know about the family. Mathilde Nathan and Heinrich 
Einstein married in the year of their engagement for their oldest daughter 

Flora was born already in March 1879. Heinrich Einstein probably made a 
living in the cattle trade and he built the estate Radstrasse 8 with a barn 

and a stable. Why he died at the age of 53 and how the economic 
situation developed remains unanswered. Except for his daughter Helene 

all his children left Laupheim: They went to Switzerland, to the USA or 
married and moved to bigger towns like Ulm or Göppingen. That was also 

– from the middle of the 19th century  not just an individual case but 
rather the rule, not only with the Einsteins. 

  
Thus only parts or relics of families can be found in Laupheim in 1933, 

which is especially true of the Einstein family, despite their numerous 
offspring. Mathilde Einstein, née Nathan, survived her husband by many 

years and died at the age of 87 in 1937. She was buried in her own grave 

in the Laupheim cemetery, something that her youngest daughter Helene  
who had spent her whole life with her mother was not granted. 

  
In November 1941 Helene Einstein was deported to Riga where she was 

murdderet. At least her life is well documented with photos: As an 
elementary school pupil with her teacher Gideon in 1895 and as a 

graduate from the “Frauenarbeitsschule” (Women’s Housekeeping School) 
in 1913. This photo is fine evidence for the harmonious working and living 

together of Christians and Jews in town as  was common at that time and 
which was brutally destroyed twenty years later.  The 
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“Frauenarbeitsschule” was a possiblity of further education for young 
women school- leavers, who were still single. It was held on Sundays and 

on a voluntary basis. Here Franciscan nuns conveyed practical knowledge 
and skills for future housewives. Women of all three denominations 

attended the school and – on their final photo in 1913 taken in front of the  

                                  

 

 

Helene Einstein as 
firstgarder in 1895 

Helene Detail from 
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 Frauenarbeitsschule Laupheim 1913, Central row, second from left: 

Helene Einstein 

The photo of the Frauenarbeitsschule is from Josef Brauns „Alt-
Laupheimer Bilderbogen“, Volume 1. Helene Einstein cannot be found on 

page 61 where all the names are published: The assignment of names to 
the photo done by Braun was later corrected by John H, Bergmann 

probably with the help of his cousin Gretel Gideon. Thus Helene Einstein is 

most surely the lady in the center of the´picture detail surrounded by 
Friedele Bernheim (above left, with a hand on her shoulder), Alwine 

Dworzan (left), Salie Rosenberger (front left) Mina Friedberger (in front of 
her), C.Levigard (to the right) and H. Löffler (right behind her).  

Helene Einstein remained single,like at least three more of the women of 

the dame age group. This  is surely not due to her appearance as can be 
clearly seen. Portrayed are young Laupheim women of the age 1888 to 

1897: Their male counterparts had to enter World War I and many did not 
return. The death toll of the German-Jewish community probably was 

slightly higher than the average – despite that fact even during the war in 

a slandering campaign the opposite was maintained. In the Jewish 
community  too, the same amount of potential marriage partners were 

lacking as with the Christians: To be the “Haustochter” (daughter in the 
household) was the fate not only for Helene Einstein. 
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On the morning after the pogrom night, on November 10th, 1938,thirteen-
year-old Rochus Koenig, acted in the parochial church of St Peter and 

Paul. He lived at that time with his family in Radstrasse. Their house 
entrance was slightly to the side of the street in the back. That the 

synagoge burned that night even his parents had noticed but hadd not 
dared to go out and to switch on a light. When he left the house in the 

early morning for his server  duty it was dawning and he heard a low 
sobbing and weaping below the stairs. Two women were hiding there and 

sat closely hugging each other and trembling. He identified one of them: 
his distant neighbour Helene Einstein. She had escaped from her house 

and sought shelter below the  stairs because she feared also to he 

dragged out of  her house by the ravaging SA and to be arrested. The boy 
of thirteen was full of fear, too, and did not dare to help the two women 

but went to church to serve there.  The priest also did not dare to say 
anything after the dreadful happenings of that night and celebrated the 

service as if nothing had happened. 
  

After the death of her mother in 1937 Helene Einstein became sole 
proprietor of the estate Radstrasse 8. One year later she drew up a last 

will and named her youngest brother Leonard – who lived in Zürich – the 
sole inheritor. The continually aggravating measures of the NS-state 

against the Jews did not stop and in September 1941 Helen was forcefully 
transferred to Wendelinsgrube. Both apartments in her house were rented 

out by the town from November 11, 1941, the barn was used from 1942 
by farmer Karl Held. On November 28, 1941 Helene Einstein was deported 

to the extermination camp Riga where she was murdered in 1942. 

  
Leonard Einstein, born August 19, 1887, 

the second youngest of the six brothers 
and sisters married in 1935 Edith Beer in 

Frankfurt/Main and shortly afterwards 
emigrated into Switzerland. He was able 

to make a living with his family in Zürich. 
He became the director of the Nathan 

Institute. In 1948 he filed a restitution 
claim for the estate Radstrasse 8. But as 

he died in 1950, it was his wife and his 
children who were granted restitutory 

rights to the house and property of 
Helene Einstein which they likely sold. 

Nothing is known of the whereabouts of 

the personal property in the house and 
nothing is left. 

  

Leonard Einstein (1887–1950), Zürich. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

EINSTEIN, D.M., 
"The clothing store" 

6 Kapellenstrasse  

 
Translated by: Markus Ganser  

ROLF EMMERICH 

  

The D. M. Einstein clothing store, in 1925 approximately.  
In the Purim journal 1912 it was called "Kaufhaus zur Gelle" (Gelle’s 

store). 
(Photography: Archive K. Neidlinger) 
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The department store was founded by David Moses Einstein and his wife 
Klara (nicknamed Gelle), née Nathan, in Kapellenstrasse on October 30th, 

1832. In 1904 the Einsteins moved to the imposing house on the market 
square. Siegfried Einstein called it the biggest clothing store between Ulm 

and Lake Constance. In any case, it was a remarkable project to construct 
this outstanding building in the center of Laupheim. 

  Typical advertisement, dated 1923, announcing a variety of goods on 
offer for Pentecost 

After World War I, Max and Ludwig Einstein assumed leadership of the 
department store. One headed the purchasing department, and the other 

was responsible for sales. 
 

As early as April 1st, 1933, the Nazis attacked the Einstein store and 
smashed the shop windows.  The Einsteins were forced to eliminate the 

damage themselves while SA forces hindered customers from entering the 
store. 

 
As a consequence, turnover dropped dramatically. A key indicator for this 

downturn is that overall trade taxes from the store continuously declined 

in the period from 1933 to 1935: these totaled 31000 Reichsmarks in 
1933, 17030 Reichsmarks  in 1934, and only 6000 Reichsmarks in 1935. 

Against this background, Ludwig Einstein decided to emigrate in 1936. His 
daughter Nannette added to this as follows: „After our departure, my 
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uncle Max Einstein supervised the D. M. Einstein department store until it 
was sold to Mr. Schurr”. The clothing store including its complete stock 

was “aryanized” by the Nazi authorities. 

Boycott against the D. M. Einstein department store initiated by SA forces, 
April 1933  

 

 
Max and Fanny Einstein could not but emigrate to Switzerland with barely 

a few belongings. They were not even allowed to keep the sparse 
proceeds from the “aryanization” of their department store. 
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Announcement in the  „Laupheimer  Verkündiger“, dated March 1939, 
informing about the beginning of winter sales and new "Aryan" ownership 

of the D. M. clothing store. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

EINSTEIN, Ludwig,  
50 Kapellenstrasse 

  

Translated by: Markus Ganser 

ROLF EMMERICH  

 

 Ludwig Einstein, born October 14th, 1881 in Laupheim, died 

 August 1945 in Jamaica, New York, USA, OO Sofie Einstein née 
 Erlebacher, born October 22nd, 1894 in Laupheim, died in 1974 in 

 New York. 

 – Nannette Hadley (Nanny Einstein), born June 16th, 1921 in 
 Laupheim, lives in Johnsonville NY/USA, 

 – Paul D. Eland (Paul Einstein), born September 12th, 1925 in 
 Ulm, lives near Princeton NJ/USA. 
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  Ludwig and Sofie Einstein with their children Paul and Nanny, approx. in 
1935. 

Nanny Einstein, now Nannette Hadley, spent her childhood in Laupheim. 

She went to the Jewish elementary school and subsequently to the Latin 
and Junior High School until 1934. Her class mates characterized her as 

being a very talented and gifted student. 

„My family and I were members of the Jewish community. On Saturday 

afternoon, we kids used to have a social gathering in the “Ochsen” 
restaurant. And I always liked to go for a walk near the fields surrounding 

the town. “ 

„I was also tasked with bringing my parents coffee to the D.M. Einstein 
department store every afternoon. I really liked visiting the store. It was 

also my daily job to bring the milk from the dairy of the castle estate. “ 

„From 1934 to 1936 I attended school in St. Gallen, Switzerland. I no 
longer wanted to go to a German school under the Nazi regime. So I lived 

with a Swiss family and attended the local school. 

In September 1936 the whole family (Ludwig, Sofie, Nanny, and Paul) 
emigrated to the United States. At late as August 1928 Ludwig Einstein 

had been elected to replace one of the elders of the Jewish community of 
Laupheim, but now the family was compelled to emigrate. Nannette 

Hadley described this situation as followns:  

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/26e%20EINSTEIN%20D%20M%20Kaufhaus.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/26e%20EINSTEIN%20D%20M%20Kaufhaus.htm
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„Furniture and household items were loaded into lift vans. For me, it was 
like an adventure to travel via Bremen to New York. The vessel was 

packed with Americans returning from the Olympics 1936 in Berlin. I’ll 
never forget these Olympic Games, because Gretel Bergmann, my friend, 

had been excluded from the German team of high jumpers.  

  

 

Nanny and Paul Einstein, approx. in 1932. 
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Nanny Einstein with her parents, approx. in 1935. 

Nannette Hadley about her family’s life and their difficulties in the 

United States: 

„Slowly but surely we all got used to living in New York City, especially 

after we felt at home with the English language. To be free from 
persecution made the difference. In the city, we met lots of other 

emigrants who shared our fate. All descendants from Laupheim came 
together once a month to have a cozy afternoon. “ 

“My father had to face substantial financial losses due to the emigration. 

Relatives from the United States helped him in starting a little store, which 
didn’t prove to be very successful because of the Great Depression. So my 

mother also had a small job to support the family. My father passed away 
the day the Second World War came to an end.” 

„I had good school education free of charge including secondary school 

and evening college. During the day I worked as a secretary. During the 
Second World War I was a secretary in Washington DC. After our marriage 

we purchased a dairy farm, and I learned to milk cows! I also had a 
voluntary job at the local school library. “ 
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Nannette Hadley on August 17th, 2002 in the Laupheim museum with her 
sons Evan and Julian, Dr. A. R. Löwenbrück, daughter-in-law Margret, 

granddaughter Eve Hadley and Rolf Emmerich (from left). 

  

„My two sons are successful in their professional careers. Evan is in 

medical research and Julian is doing ecological studies focusing on global 
warming and dendrology. In summer 2002 my two sons, my daughter-in-

law, my granddaughter and I visited Laupheim. It was my first visit since 
1936. We received a warm welcome, and visiting the Jewish cemetery was 

particularly interesting for me, as I had often been there as a child, even 
more so after the death of my cousin Clärle Einstein”    

She had a fond memory of the castle park with its fish. And when she and 

her relatives visited  the Museum of the History of Christians and Jews at 

Grosslaupheim Castle they showed great interest. 

 

 

Paul Einstein, since 1947 Paul Eland, is a retired electrical engineer 

and lives in New Jersey. In 2011, we received the following note from 
him: 
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As is stated in the “Book”, we left Germany in September 1936 as a 
family. Ijust turned 11 years old. We lived in Brooklyn, NY and I was sent 

to Public School 3 days after we arrived. I spoke almost no English and 
was the only foreign child in the class. Considered a novelty at that time. 

My teachers and classmates were very tolerant, considerate and helpful 
that I was able to catch up and be among my peers in no time. They even 

helped me get rid of my German accent. I was becoming an American 
very rapidly. We moved to Queens, NY where my father operated a 

haberdashery store with a partner from Germany. I helped run errands 
and did other chores for them while going to local schools. 

 

My next big step was getting accepted to go to Stuyvesant High School in 
New York City. This was at the recommendation and urging of my Jr. High 

School teacher, Mrs. Sergeant. I got a wonderful technical and science 
education there and made many friends. Looking back, this was the most 

rewarding andmemorable time of my entire education. I still belong to the 
Alumni Association there and attend events periodically. The high school is 

now only a few blocks from the World Trade Center and was in the path of 
the 9/11 disaster. It survived, thank God. 

 
After high school graduation, I attended City College of New York and 

studied electrical engineering. My studies were interrupted in 1945, when 
I was drafted to join the US Army. I served in Bavaria, Germany for the 

US Signal Corps. I was unable to visit Laupheim at that time because it 
was in the French occupation zone. Returning from the army, I completed 

my studies for electrical engineering degrees BSEE and MSEE at City 

College of New York 
 

Since 1949, my career as an engineer was extremely rewarding, 
challenging and interesting. I really enjoyed my work. It was in the 

forefront of science at that time, like going to the moon. 
 

In 1954 I married Lillian, my wife for 53 years. I miss her dearly. Our son 
Richard is standing by me at this time. He is an attorney, working in Real 

Estate Title Insurance. He is married to a wonderful wife Holly and has 
two children, Ariel and Jeremy. They are my pride and joy. Ariel is a 

freshman in college at Franklin and Marshall College in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. 

 
In 1992 I retired from my successful career as electrical engineer. I 

worked for the same company for 36 years. We lived in Dumont, NJ 

roughly over that same period of time. Wanting to be closer to my 
grandchildren and watch them grow up, we moved to Princeton Junction, 

NJ. 
 

I took my family, Lillian and Richard in 1972, on a "ROOTS" trip to visit 
Laupheim. The Jewish Cemetery was the goal to pay our respect to all the 

family graves of the Einstein's, Erlebacher’s, Heilbronner’s, Steiner’s, etc. 
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All was in perfect order. I could not believe it. We had lunch at the Wyse 
and enjoyed the beer and wurst. Visited Mrs. Halder the bakery lady on 

Kapellenstrasse. who used to bake the berches for us. She treated us to 
ice cream. The "Kaufhaus DM EINSTEN” and Kapellenstrasse 50 was also 

a landmark I showed my family. We also visited Ulm, my birthplace. 
Richard and I climbed the Ulmer Muenster to the very top, something I 

was not allowed to do when I lived in Germany. On the way to Munich we 
also had the opportunity to visit Dachau. 

  

    

Kapellen Street: Einstein houses side by side! The house in the 

foreground, number 48, belonged to „Minnele“ Einstein, the  next house, 
number 50, was the home of the  Ludwig Einstein family. (Photo: Karl 

Neidlinger / Michael Schick) 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

EINSTEIN, Max,  

Kapellenstrasse 6 

  

Translation by: Markus Ganser  

ROLF EMMERICH  

 

 Max Einstein, born July 24th, 1878 in Laupheim, died April 21st, 

 1944 in St. Gallen/Switzerland,  
 OO Fanny Einstein née Marx, born May 6th, 1892 in Altenstadt, died 

 February 5th, 1964 in St. Gallen/ Switzerland. 

  

 – Klara Einstein, born October 13th, 1913 in Laupheim, died 

 August 12th, 1933 at Nebelhorn (Allgäu Alps), 

 

 – Siegfried Einstein, born November 30th, 1919 in Laupheim, died 
 April 25th, 1983 in Mannheim, 

 

 – Rudolf Einstein, born September 3rd, 1921 in Laupheim, died 
 June 6th, 2002 in St. Gallen/Switzerland.  
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Before 1933, Max and Fanny Einstein lived the life of an upper-class 
family who had personnel for housekeeping and child care and a 
chauffeur. Accordingly, the department store at the market place included 

a well-appointed apartment for the family on the upper floor.  

Fanny Einstein came from a banking family from Altenstadt at Illertal and 

was raised in Munich. Her husband Max grew up in Laupheim. In 1917, he 
was still called to war, at the age of 39 years. His son Siegfried 

characterized him as follows:  

 “His four favorites were people, truth, freedom and Mozart.” 

 

Max and Fanny Einstein, 1930. 
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The decline of their civil existence was brutally brought about by the Nazis 
(see also chapter D.M. Einstein, department store).   On November 10th, 

1938 Max Einstein was deported to KZ Dachau along with 15 other 
citizens of Laupheim.  

 
More than a month they were jailed in the wintery cold on nothing but a 

concrete floor, severely maltreated and left without any protection against 
the frost. Max Einstein, who suffered from diabetes, returned from the 

concentration camp as a broken man. Fanny Einstein had to push forward 
their emigration plans. Due to denunciations by their former chauffeur, 

the Einstein family had to hold on for another year until they could 

emigrate to distant relatives in Switzerland. On leaving  they were not 
allowed to keep the sparse proceeds from the “sale” of the department 

store, which had been forced in the context of the “aryanization”. They 
arrived, destitute, in Switzerland  and received financial assistance from 

relatives, particularly from the Steiner family, with Hedwig Steiner from 
New York being explicitly stated as a strong supporter in this context.The 

decline of their civic existence was brutally brought about by the Nazis 
(see also chapter D.M. Einstein, department store).    

Children’s carnival „Kinderfasnet“: Rudolf, Klärle and Siegfried.        Klärle 

Einstein, summer 1932. 

 

 

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/26e%20EINSTEIN%20D%20M%20Kaufhaus.htm
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Klara, „Klärle“ Einstein 

The artistically talented young woman took a course in design in Munich. 
As the elder sister of her two younger brothers she was considered to be 

the “heart of the family”. She was already engaged when, in August 1933, 
she spent a holiday in Klein Walsertal with her parents and brothers. The 

nineteen-year-old went on a hike with her brother Siegfried on the 
Nebelhorn Mountain. They were caught in a thunderstorm with thick 

clouds and rain. The young woman was struck by lightning and died on 
the spot. Her walking stick proved to be a fatal lightning conductor. 

  

Rudolf Einstein 

His father took him to St. Gallen/Switzerland in September 1936. The 
reason was that Jewish pupils had been “removed”” from the Laupheim 

Lateinschule (grammar school).First of all  Rudolph obtained a diploma in 
commerce at a private school. But as he was denied a work permit, he 

attended a fashion school and 
became a qualified designer 

for embroidery. He worked in 
the fashion business until his 

retirement in 1986. Since 

1956 he was a citizen of St. 
Gallen and accordingly, a 

Swiss national 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rudolf Einstein 1999. 

Until his death he was in regular contact with old fellows from Laupheim. 

In long telephone calls he proved to be a man with a distinctive sense of 
humor and great interest in what was happening there. However, he 

refused to take a trip back to his old home town. 
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 Siegfried Einstein 

“I have no wish to come back home, 
where they chased me away saying I don't fit." 

 This is the start of a late poem by writer Siegfried Einstein.  Surprisingly, 
it ends with the verse: 

This piece of land that my forefathers loved and found, 

Let it serve me to rest in peace at last. 
  

 The poem clearly illustrates Siegfried Einstein’s inner conflict and the 
ambivalence of his relationship to his home town.  

The sensitive boy grew up in Laupheim. At the age of nine he already 

started  writing poetry. His artistic work was particularly encouraged by 
his mother’s sister, Caroline Marx, who was his favorite aunt. After his Bar 

Mizwa, the thirteen year old was faced with the beginnings of the 
barbarian Nazi regime in Laupheim. On April 1st, 1933 all four shop 

windows of the parents’ department store were smashed. SA forces 
occupied the store and tried to force their way into the familiy’s 

apartment. 

Siegfried was shocked. For days, he was not able to go to school. And 

once he was back attending classes, one of Siegfried’s teachers started 
with racial mobbing against him. In an interview dated from January 30th, 

1983 Einstein described: 

„The teacher said that this is what the Jew looked like. He said that he’d 

make a chalk drawing of the shape of my skull, and that’s exactly what he 

did. When I stepped back from the board, I was horrified by my portrait.  
I had an extremely long nose and oversized ears, while in reality I have a 

rather small nose and little ears. The whole class, except for a friend of 
mine, started screaming and yelling. The teacher gloatingly said that I 

could go now, and I went home”.  
 

Eight months later, Siegfried was pelted with stones in the school yard of 

the Lateinschule during a break and severely injured. Covered in blood, he 
dragged himself off. “I owe my life to this hail of stones”, is how he 

summarized this incident later. On September 26th, 1934 Siegfried 

Einstein was sent to friends in Switzerland. He attended the renowned 
boarding school situated on the Rosenberg Mountain and studied English, 

French, and Spanish. In the following years, he achieved a diploma in 
commerce. But, being a foreigner, he was not granted a work permit. 

Throughout his life, he suffered from the feeling of being displaced. This is 
illustrated by the following poem: 
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       Abendlicher Monolog 

 

Der Heimatlose bin ich hier und dort, 

in allen Städten und auf allen Gassen.  

Da ist soweit ich denken kann, kein Ort, 

den nicht der Fremdling, der ich bin, verlassen. 

  

Die andern haben einen Herd, ein Haus, 

und manches Glück ist ihrem Tag bereitet:  

Da ziehen Kinder ihre Schuhe aus 

in Räumen, die mein Fuß nur scheu durchschreitet. 

  

Und wie ein ungebetner später Gast. 

Und abends, wenn ich meine Hände hebe,  

als hätte ich mein Anderssein umfasst, 

so weiß ich manchmal nicht, ob ich noch lebe.  

  

Und staunend sehe ich die andern gehen 

Mit Sicherheiten, die mich fast erschrecken; 

Und Flammenzeichen, die sie nicht verstehn, 

sind Todespein, wenn sie zur Nacht mich wecken. 

  

Der Heimatlose bin ich hier und dort,  

in allen Städten und auf allen Gassen. 

Da ist soweit ich denken kann, kein Ort, 

den nicht der Fremdling, der ich bin, verlassen. 
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Evening monologue *) 

 

A stranger am I here and there, 

wherever roads and streets unwind, 

I cannot think of any place – nowhere 

a single spot I had not left behind. 

  

The others call a house their home, 

and luck will get them through the day: 

Little shoes lined up where children roam, 

in rooms I’m hushing through while on my way. 

 

Just like a late and uninvited guest. 

In the evening, I hold my hands trying to size 

my different kind that has no rest. 

It makes me wonder quite some times if I am still alive. 

  

Amazed I see the others go, 

their securities almost giving me fright, 

and the flame signs that they don’t know, 

bring deadly pain to me and wake me up at night. 

  

A stranger am I here and there, 

wherever roads and streets unwind, 

I cannot think of any place – nowhere 

a single spot I had not left behind. 
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From February 1941 until June 1945 he was detained in nine different 
Swiss detention camps. Some years ago, one of his fellow internees made 

me aware of the severe, unhealthy conditions in these camps:  

  

 

List of the Swiss detention camps where Siegfried Einstein was detained. 

Despite the bad conditions Einstein started with professionally writing 

poetry already during the war years. These poems, partly mixed with new 
texts, were published in 1946 titled “Melodies in Major and Minor Keys”. In 

the early post-war years, he was a journalist for several Swiss newspapers 
and an editor for the small Pflug publishing house.  

 
In 1947, Einstein’s son Daniel was born. Einstein wrote one of his most 

impressing poems during that time:  
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Schlaflied für Daniel 

 

 

Wir fahren durch Deutschland, mein Kind 

Und es ist Nacht. 

Die Scheiben klirren im Wind,  

Da sind die Toten erwacht, 

die Toten von Auschwitz, mein Sohn.  

Du weißt es nicht 

und träumst von Sternschnupp und Mohn  

und Sonn und Mondgesicht. 

 

Wir fahren durch Deutschland, mein Kind.  

Und es ist Nacht. 

Die Toten stöhnen im Wind: 

Viel Menschen sind umgebracht. 

 

Du darfst nicht schlafen, mein Sohn,  

und träumen von seliger Pracht. 

Sieh doch! Es leuchtet der Mohn  

wie Blut so rot in der Nacht. 

 

Wir fahren durch Deutschland, mein Kind.  

Und es ist Nacht. 

Die Toten klagen im Wind – 

und niemand ist aufgewacht . .  
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Lullaby for Daniel*) 

   

We’re travelling through Germany, my child 

heading through the night. 

Windows creaking in the wind so wild 

to wake the dead to claim their right, 

 

the dead from Auschwitz, my son. 

You don’t know the story of gloom, 

instead you dream of shooting stars and the sun, 

of poppy fields and the man on the moon. 

 

 

We’re travelling through Germany, my child 

heading through the night. 

The dead are groaning in the wind so wild: 

so many people who have died.  

 

You must not sleep, my son, 

and dream of splendor so bright. 

Look out! Poppy fields so long 

are glowing red as blood in the night. 

 

We’re travelling through Germany, my child 

heading through the night. 

The dead are moaning in the wind so wild - 

nobody has woken up, all still sleep tight. . . 
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In the first edition of the poem, Siegfried Einstein had added the subtitle:  

„Ulm, departure 6:32 pm.” This gives reason to believe that shortly before 

he had  visited Laupheim. Einstein’s book about Eichmann dedicates the 
poem “to all the dead who are forgotten, because they were “only Jews”!”  

 
This poem has been recorded and reprinted several times. But Einstein, a 

foreigner, single, with an illegitimate son, got into trouble with the 
Cantonal authorities. Einstein’s quick-tempered nature may have also 

played a certain role here. In 1953 he returned to Germany, and settled in 
the Hessian town of Lampertheim near Mannheim.   

 
After several short novels, Einstein ‘s most outstanding volume of poetry,  

“Das Wolkenschiff” (The Cloud Ship), was published in 1950 and printed in 
two editions. The Laupheim Museum zur Geschichte von Christen und 

Juden (Museum of the History of Christians and Jews) features the 
complete collection of Einstein’s printed books. 

 

The collection also includes the two posthumously published books „Meine 
Liebe ist erblindet“ (My Love has Turned Blind) and „Wer wird in diesem 

Jahr den Schofar blasen?“ (Who is going to  Blow the Shofar this Year?). 
Einstein received several awards for his literary work, including the 

Thomas-Mann-Förderpreis and, in 1961, the Tucholsky Prize. The latter 
prize was awarded for his book „Eichmann – Chefbuchhalter des Todes“ 

(Eichmann - Death's Head Accountant). The lyricist and essayist Siegfried 
Einstein considered this book as his most painful piece of work. He 

documented revisionist and anti-Semitic tendencies within the Federal 
Republic of Germany, and exposed the names of die-hard politicians. The 

book was translated into several languages. A second edition was turned 
down because he refused to delete any parts of the text. 

 
However, he wasn’t able to earn enough from his literary work to make a 

living. Therefore, he also wrote for different newspapers. He was furious 

about the die-hards among his contemporaries that were still stuck in the 
past. For several years, he was an author for the socialist newspaper 

“Andere Zeitung” which was directed against the rearmament of Germany. 
He also gave readings and lectures, throughout the Federal Republic, on 

poets who had suffered persecution. Notably, he also held the speech 
during the commemorations of the centenary of Heinrich Heine's death at 

Montmartre Cemetery, to whom he felt very close, both as an author and 
human being. 

 
His visits to Laupheim were always kept short. However, he regularly 

returned to his home town. He visited the grave of his sister Klärle, and 
also met with friends who had stood firm during the times of the Nazi 

regime. However, in his conversations he used to get himself into a rage 
quite quickly. “Siegfried, you had better go now, was what I usually said 

to him in such situations”, is how a former female class mate described 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hesse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heinrich_Heine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montmartre_Cemetery
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these incidents. “His wife Ilona then had to find the fastest way to drive 
the car out of Laupheim.” “He lived like a man without skin, so sensitive, 

so vulnerable”, is how Einstein’s wife confirms this characterization. 
In one of his last poems, Siegfried Einstein takes stock of his life with 

unabashed openness. 

 

In one of his last poems, Siegfried Einstein strikes a pitiless balance with 
his life: 

Mein Leben 

 
 

 
Ich habe mein Leben lang  

 
gekämpft, gefürchtet, geweint, gelacht, gestritten,  

 
geschlichtet, gewusst, gehofft, gebeichtet, gelogen, 

 
gesucht, gefunden, gelobt, geleugnet, geschwiegen,  

 
gesprochen, gewacht, geschlafen, gelesen, geträumt,  

 
geglaubt, gelästert, gebangt, gedroht, gelitten, 

 

gequält, gegeben, genommen, gejagt, gezittert,  
 

gehungert, geprasst, getrunken, gedürstet, 
 

gezeugt, getötet, gewusst, gespielt, gemahnt, gehetzt,  
 

gepflanzt, gejätet, geflucht, gesegnet, geheilt,  
 

gepeinigt, geheiligt, getreten, gedacht, geblödelt,  
 

geschwitzt, gefroren, 
 

geächtet, geachtet, geworben, geschlackert,  
 

gerufen, gehorcht, geliebt, gelebt – gelebt, gelebt.  

 
Gelebt? – geträumt vom LEBEN! 
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My life *)  

 
 

 

All my life I have 
 

fought, feared, cried, laughed, quarreled,  
 

reconciled, known, hoped, confessed, lied,  
 

searched, found, appraised, denied, hushed, 
 

spoken, watched out, slept, read, dreamed,  
 

believed, backbitten, worried, threatened, suffered,  
 

bothered, given, taken, haunted, trembled,  
 

hungered, splurged, drunken, thirsted, 

 
fathered, killed, known, played,warned, defamed,  

 
planted, weeded, cursed, blessed, healed,  

 
aggrieved, hallowed, trampled, memorized, joked, 

 
sweat, frozen, 

 
proscribed, esteemed, pled, shivered,  

 
called, obeyed, loved, lived – lived,  

 
lived. Lived? - dreamt of LIVING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Siegfried Einstein had only just recovered from several heart attacks. 

However his death came suddenly, on 25th April, 1983. He died on the 
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way to see the doctor. Almost 50 years after the tragedy of “Klärle” 
Einstein’s fatal accident on the Nebelhorn he was buried next to his sister 

in the Jewish Cemetery in Laupheim 

 

Siegfried Einstein, around 1960 
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„Klärle“ Einstein, in 1933. 

 

 

 

*)not official  

translation from German original.  
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

EINSTEIN, Max,  

Hop trader, Kapellenstrasse 21/1 

 

Translated by: Markus Ganser   

BRIGITTE SCHMIDT  

 

 Max Einstein, born May 15,1858 in Laupheim, died June 17, 1933 

 in Laupheim. [Father: Hirsch Emanuel Einstein, born June 30, 1827, 

 died October 17, 1866. Mother: Fanny Einstein, née Löwenthal, born 

 June 27, 1835, died May 6, 1892.] 
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There is only little evidence of Max Einstein, the second son of Hirsch and 
Fanny Einstein from Laupheim: he was a hop trader and unmarried, which 
can also be seen in the obituary that was posted by his bereaved 

relatives. 

A look at the tax reports from 1922 to 1933 reveals that he worked in the 

hop business into old age. In 1922, he still made considerable tax 
payments, and he also began trading goods made of jute. However, on 

September 18, 1923, the business was closed for reasons unknown to us, 
and there are no additional payments listed for that year. At that time, 

Max Einstein was already 65. 

In 1924, he resumed work, and as stated in the official documents, in 

1925 and 1926 he also worked for the oil and fat wholesaler Jonas Weil. 

It seems that throughout his life, he lived in his parents’ house in 
Kapellenstrasse 21. He is buried at the Jewish cemetery, together with his 

parents, in grave number N 27/10. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

EINSTEIN, Mina 
("Minnele"), 

40 Kapellenstrasse 
 

KARL NEIDLINGER 

 

 Mina Einstein, born September 6, 1872, in Laupheim, unmarried, 
 "Haustochter". 

 Deported to Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942, where she died on 

 November 8, 1942. 
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"I can remember Minnele Einstein well because whenever we had a fire on 
the Judenäcker on the day of Passover, we collected wood for the fire, so 

the Chametz-fire would burn great and big. Once we took a few of her 
shutters off their hinges and threw them on the fire!" 

(Tale by Ernest Bergmann, January 2007) 

   
Two images of Minnele Einstein, after she was forcibly relocated to the 
Jewish retirement home in the former Rabbinate, in 1940/41. In the 

picture on the left, Rosa Einstein is in the background. (Museum’s picture 
archive) 

 
Let’s leave aside the question whether the "feat" during the wood 

collection did actually happen as described above or whether Ernest 
Bergmann made his memory sound a little more dramatic. Nowadays, it is 

hard to find contemporary memories of single, elderly women who were 
never in the focus of the public eye, which is why this quote has been put 

at the beginning of this article. 
 

Mina Einstein was the oldest daughter of livestock trader Moses Einstein 

(1842-1926) and his wife Hännchen ("Hannele") May (1843-1903) from 
Ichenhausen. She had three younger sisters: Berta, (born in 1847), Fanny 

(born in 1875) and Anna (born in 1877). Bertha and Fanny married two 
brothers from Traunstein and took the name Holzer; Anna got married in 

Munich and took the name Neuburger. The youngest child and only boy, 
Ludwig (born in 1880), had already died by 1916.    

 
After their mother "Hannele" had passed away in early 1903, Mina, as the 

oldest daughter, took over her role and ran the household. She was 
therefore entered in official employment lists as a Haustochter. As she 

was indispensable at home, and also because her father Moses reached a 
blessed old age of 84 years, marriage was out of the question for her. As 

all livestock traders had employees, it is possible that one of these 
employees independently took care of the economic well-being of the 

family during the 20s, after the father had died in 1926. Additionally, Mina 
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Einstein will have rented a part of the big house she had lived in alone 
since 1926. In 1938, for example, a widow called Sofie Braunger stayed 

with her as a tenant.  
 

Bit by bit, Jews were socially excluded and deprived of their rights by the 
NS-regime, whose inhuman brutality grew constantly. Already at the end 

of 1938, the government took houses and apartments especially from 
wealthy Jews and forcibly relocated the residents to collective homes. 

Minnele Einstein’s home in Kapellenstrasse was one of these early 
collective homes. In his family chronicle, John Bergmann wrote about the 

destiny of his aunts and uncles during the Reichskristallnacht in 1938: 

"When Edwin Bergmann returned from the concentration camp, he found 
that he could no longer live in his house at Querstrasse but was forced to 

live with his wife and son Walter at 49 Kapellenstrasse, in the home of 
Minelle Einstein. Aunt Emma Gideon and Clara Hofheimer joined them in 

their crowded quarters. (...) Waiting for her American visa, she spent the 
High Holy Days in September, 1939, with her sisters in Winterthur, but 

returned to Laupheim, only to find herself evicted from her house and sent 
to the ancient Rabbinate, 2 Judenberg, now converted to a home for the 

aged, which she had to share with more than forty old Jewish men and 
women." 

 
(From: "The Bergmanns from Laupheim", page 99, f.) 

Since October 4, 1939, Mina Einstein was also one of the 40 people who 
were confined in the former rabbinate. The pictures of her were both 

taken in this place. It remains unknown if there were any attempts to 

leave Germany. She was carted off from the retirement home during the 
last deportation on August 19, 1942, to the concentration camp 

Theresienstadt, where she succumbed to the inhuman conditions on 
November 8, 1942.  

 
Her home on Kapellenstrasse immediately became property of the 

government after she had been deported and was rented to several other 
people.  

 
None of Minnelle's sisters had survived the war: Berta and Fanny Holzer 

had died of natural causes, and Anna Neuburger, too, was a victim of the 
holocaust. Their children, however, were all able to immigrate to the US in 

time in 1937/1938, except Berta's daughter Ilse: In 1946, she lived in 
Munich as Ilse Schuster and presumably survived the war and the 

genocide in Germany.  

 
Ilse Schuster, Munich; Klara Holzer, Oregon; Johanna Strauss and Fred 

Neuburger, both New York, filed a restitution application in 1946 to the 
French military government in Biberach to reclaim the house on 40 

Kapellenstrasse as rightful heirs. Even though the state of affairs was 
absolutely clear, it was not until December 1951 that the house was finally 
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returned to the four legal heirs, due to the political developments after the 
war. They presumably sold the house on the free market afterwards.  

 
 

 
 

________ 
Sources: 

Restitutionsakten Staatsarchiv Sigmaringen Wue 126/2, Nr. 21. 

(eng: restitutionfiles state archive Sigmaringen Wuerzburg 126/2, No. 
21.)  

John H. Bergmann, The Bergmanns from Laupheim,1983 . 

John-Bergmann-Nachlass, Leo-Baeck-Inst. NY, auf Mikrofilm im 
Stadtarchiv Laupheim. Zeitzeugenberichte Ernest Bergman (e-mails, 

muendl.). 

(eng: John-Bergmann-estate, Leo-Beack-Institute. NY, mircofilm in the 

city archive of Laupheim. Witness accounts by Ernest Bergman (e-mails, 
verbal) 

Adressbuch der Stadt Laupheim, 1938. 

(eng: Address book of Laupheim, 1938.) 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

EINSTEIN, 

Rosa and Julius  

  

Translated by: Markus Ganser  

KARL NEIDLINGER 

 

 Mother: 

 Rosa Einstein, née Regensteiner, born July 21, 1861 in Laupheim, 

 died on December 26, 1942 in the concentration camp 
 Theresienstadt, widow of Sigmund B. Einstein, wine merchant, died 

 December 21, 1913 in Laupheim. 

 Son:  

 Julius Einstein, born July 5, 1887 in Laupheim, single, travel 

 agent, deported to Riga on November 28, 1941 and murdered 
 there. 
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Unfortunately, there is only little evidence of this family, which is all the 
more unfortunate as it was not only Rosa Einstein (née Regensteiner) and 

her youngest son Julius who fell victim to the genocide, but also her 
daughter Bertha Neumayer who was married in Munich. Nor do we have 

100% clarity about the origins and history of the prestigious three-story 
building at 40 Kapellenstrasse with its neo-baroque pitched roof and the 

identical neighboring house (see chapter about the Bach family) where the 
family lived until 1939. It was probably built by Rosa’s father, Maier 

Regensteiner (1824–1887), who was a sales man and municipal 
commissioner. Rosa was born here in 1861. 

  

Today, the building, left, at 40 Kapellenstrasse is a Chinese restaurant. 

Rosa and Sigmund Einstein had four children, who were born between 

1882 (Edmund) and 1887 (Julius). The oldest, Edmund, emigrated to the 
United States very early, their daughter Recha died in early infancy, 

Bertha got married and moved to Munich, and the youngest, nicknamed 
“Juliusle” (Swabian diminutive for little Julius) remained single and lived 

with his mother who was widowed since 1913. Julius was a sales man, 
who obviously had no intention to uphold the wine trading business, which 

used to be his father Sigmund’s until his untimely death in 1913. 

Julius Einstein was travelling a lot and his mother lead a withdrawn life. 
Obviously this is the reason why there is no evidence of contemporaries 

remembering these two fellow citizens. Written sources are scarce as well. 
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Julius Einstein (front 
row, in the middle) as a 

first grader with his 
class in 1894/95. 

(Photo: Leo Baeck 

Institute, NY) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1925 Rosa Einstein still owned the building at 40 Kapellenstrasse. At 

the beginning of 1938, the mechanic Karl Landthaler is listed as owner 
and resident, but Rosa and Julius Einstein still lived in the house. The 

building was probably legally sold beforehand, because there is nothing 
known about a post-war restitution law suit. 

Already in early 1939 the Nazi regime started to remove Jews from their 
homes and neighborhood forcibly relocating them in shared 

accommodation facilities. The rationale behind it was to facilitate 
subsequent deportation. As early as Jan. 1, 1939, Julius Einstein was 

forced out of his parents’ house and moved into collective housing in the 
former rabbinate. In September of the same year his mother also moved 

to the so-called retirement home at 2 Judenberg (today 1 
Synagogenweg). Being out of town during “Crystal Night” in November 

1938 Julius was fortunate not to be subject to detention and subsequent 
imprisonment in the Dachau concentration camp, unlike 17 Jewish citizens 

from Laupheim, but one year later, on November 9, 1939, again 13 Jewish 

males were arrested for no reason and put into jail in Laupheim. Julius 
Einstein was among these “prisoners in protective custody”, being 

released only with the second wave on November 25. 

  

http://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/old+people%27s+home.html
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Jewish Retirement Home: Collective housing 
in the former rabbinate 

A look at the faces in the pictures below may give our readers a feeling of 
the prevailing conditions in the Jewish retirement home: there was a 

permanent fear of ongoing harassment, insecurity, desolation, and 

material deprivation while being reduced to idleness. The pictures taken in 
1940 by an unknown photographer and handed over to Gretel Gideon and 

Ernst Schäll clearly illustrate how people were crammed into a small 
space. Rosa and Julius Einstein are one several pictures, and Rosa in 

particular, looks very depressed and distracted. Although having almost 
reached the age of 80, she was not fortunate to face the end in her home 

town Laupheim. In old age she was forcibly relocated from her spacious 
birth house at 40 Kapellenstraße to share a room with three or four 

roommates. Her son Julius, aged 53, was among the younger occupants 
of the collective housing. He was assigned to the first deportation wave 

which started on November 28, 1941, with destination Riga. He did not 
come back. “There are no signs of our loved ones who went away”, is 

what Selma Wertheimer wrote in the retirement home in 1942 to Emma 
and Gretel Gideon about the unknown fate of the deportees. On August 

1942 Rosa Einstein was deported to Theresienstadt together with the 

remaining residents of the retirement home. There she succumbed to the 
inhumane conditions and died at the end of 1942. 

 

Mina Einstein, Rosa 

Einstein, Maier 

Wertheimer, Julius 
Einstein (standing), 

Max Rieser. 
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Forced into collective housing: Max Rieser, Karl Guggenheimer and Julius 

Einstein.  

    

 Babette Rieser and Rosa Einstein. Rosa Einstein and Pauline Nördlinger. 

(Alle Fotos Archiv Ernst Schäll) 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

EINSTEIN, Sigmund, 
Livestock Trade, 27 Radstrasse  

 

 
Translated by: Lea Sophie Schweizer, Julien Appler and Aylin Evin 

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez, 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

  

DR . UDO BAYER , KARL NEIDLINGER 

 
 Sigmund Hirsch Einstein, born November 26, 1870 in Laupheim, 

 livestock and horse trader, died January 13, 1939 in Stuttgart, OO  
 Selma Einstein, née Laupheimer, born March 22, 1878 in 

 Laupheim, deported on April 24, 1942 to Izbica (General 

 Government-occupied Polish territories). 
 -      [Gisela Einstein, born July 3, 1903 in Laupheim, 1923 married 

 in Stuttgart, 1939 emigrated to Shanghai], 
 -      Lilly Einstein, born July 3, 1909 in Laupheim, 1933 emigrated 

 to France, died 2000 in the USA. 
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There are few things more tragic and dramatic than the fate of this family, 
who left no trace at all. The racist fanaticism of the NS dispersed this four-

member family all over the world. No one was buried in the graveyard in 
Laupheim and their former home on Radstrasse became a company’s 

parking lot after the war.  
Sigmund was the sixth of fourteen children of Hirsch Einstein and his wife 

Bertha. Mina Einstein is one of his ten cousins that lived in Laupheim, as 
described on the previous pages. In June 1900 Sigmund married Selma 

Laupheimer; they had two daughters: Gisela, born in 1903, and Lilly, born 
in 1909. Sigmund Einstein traded in livestock as well as horses and was 

therefore considered one of the better livestock traders. The text on the 

next page from the Laupheimer Kurier of February 6, 1937 could only be 
referring to him. It is a good example of the methods of distortion 

routinely used by the NS-press to poison relations between Christians and 
Jews and to cut Jewish entrepreneurs out of the economy.  

  

Nazi propaganda: How to turn livestock 
trade into a crime 
 
The “non-Arian trader Einstein” made a pretty good deal with a farmer 

from Rot, and both sides were apparently satisfied. It could have only 
been his inferior competitor who complained to the newspaper that he had 

not received the cow. The author of an article in a Nazi-newssheet then 

turned the most normal trading routine – farmers initially setting prices 
high for their livestock, leaving room to barter in the hopes of gaining as 

much as possible, and the smartest and most trustworthy trader winning 
– into a “dishonest trade ”. At 

the end of the article, 
Volksgenossen (fellow Germans) 

are cautioned not to “consider 
business relations with Jewish 

traders more valuable than with 
German traders”.  

   

  

(„Laupheimer Kurier“,  

6. 2. 1937) 
 

 
 

 



 

 

225 
 

Between the World Wars 
Gisela Einstein, born in 1903, married Friedrich Levy from Buttenhausen 
in 1923. They moved to Stuttgart together. The following announcements 

taken from the Laupheimer Verkündiger unfortunately do not reveal any 

further information. Presumably, Friedrich Levy had an academic 
profession in Stuttgart, but due to time constraints no further research in 

Stuttgart was possible. 

  

  

 

 (two announcements from the Laupheimer Verkündiger from March 30, 

1923 and from June 3, 1923) 
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The younger Einstein daughter, Lilly, immigrated to France in 1933. She 
had been working as a nanny for a Jewish family in Cologne and moved 

with them to Paris. Once a year she visited her parents who still lived in 
Laupheim. During her last visit in 1937 someone, from a window, poured 

a bucket of water over her head and yelled profanities at her while she 
was on a neighborhood sidewalk. As a consequence, she no longer felt 

safe in Laupheim and this would be the last time she would visit or ever 
see her parents again.  

 
Sigmund und Selma Einstein gave their notification of a change-of-

address to the town hall of Laupheim in February 1938 and moved to their 

older daughter Gisela Levy in Stuttgart. Sigmund, 68 years old, had been 
so badly beaten and injured by two citizens of Laupheim in the winter of 

1937/38 that from then on he was in need of constant care and he never 
completely recovered. After this unrectified mistreatment, he died in 

Stuttgart on January 13, 1939 as one of Laupheims first victims of NS 
racial fanaticism. It is plausible that this assault was a direct response to 

the previously described hate campaign that had been launched against 
him by the NS-press. 

  

Escape to Shanghai 
 
The Levy family were so shocked by their father’s fate and the horrible 

events of the pogrom of 1938 that they had only one goal: Leave 
Germany as fast as possible! However, as other countries misjudged and 

underestimated the danger for German Jews, they did not loosen their 
strict immigration policies despite the November Pogrom. Shanghai in 

China was the only place in the entire world in 1939 where Jews were 
allowed to enter without a visa. Gisela Levy’s family of four took their only 

chance and escaped with their two children to Shanghai. They were not 
the only German Jews who made that desperate decision, but it saved 

their lives. Thanks to relatives, Gisela Levy and her two children were 
allowed to enter North America and went to San Francisco, whereas her 

husband Friedrich was not allowed to enter and had to stay in Shanghai 

until 1947. His son visited him in 1945 when he was a soldier of the US 
army and had fought against the Japanese. In 1947 Gisela wrote a letter 

to her sister Lilly in France urging her to come to San Francisco, too. 
  

Selma Einstein 
 

From October 2, 1939, the widow Selma Einstein was re-registered in 
Laupheim, probably because she did not want to go to Shanghai. 

However, she was not allowed to live in her former apartment in the 
Radstrasse, but was forced to relocate to the rabbinate. The picture shows 

Gretel Gideon, together with her former neighbor Babette Reiser, in an 
overcrowded, narrow room. 
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(Selma Einstein (on the left) and Thekla Nördlinger in the 
Jewishretirement house, the former rabbinate, presumably in 1940. Both 

women were deported to Izbica Ghetto in May 1942.)  

In March 1942 the Gestapo of Stuttgart informed the county commissioner 

and the directors of the police about another imminent deportation of 
Jews to the East. Rather blatantly in the first sentence of the letter it is 

stated:  
 

“The resettlement of Jews to the East is the beginning of the Final 
Solution.” 

In April, the Gestapo announced another deportation from Stuttgart. 
Three women from Laupheim: Hedwig Rosenberger, Thekla Nördlinger 

and Selma Einstein (all around sixty years old) were deported to Izbica in 
Poland on April 24, 1942 with approximately one thousand other victims. 

They were the youngest of those left after the first deportation in 
November 1941.  
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In the village of Izbica at Lublin the SS built new transition and transit 
camps for the Jews. There, the newly arrived people were detained for 

some time under dire circumstances. When “necessary”, they were 
brought to the extermination camps nearby, Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinka or 

Majdanek, and there they were murdered.  

  

A Page of Testimony Yad Vashem 

“We don’t hear anything about 

our classmate Selma Einstein,” 
wrote Lina Wertheimer from 

the Jewish home for senior 
citizens to Emma Gideon in a 

letter dated July 15, 1942. 
Probably, Selma Einstein was 

already dead, killed in one of 
the aforementioned 

extermination camps. At the 
memorial for the victims of the 

Nazi concentration camps in 

Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, her 
Page of Testimony mentions 

Theresienstadt, with a justified 
question mark, as her place of 

death. Her daughter Lilly Koron 
who filled in the document did 

not have any more information. 
At the time, she was fighting 

for survival in France where on 
several occasions she was in 

harm’s way.   
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Lilly Koron, née Einstein 
 
On May 10, 1940, the Wehrmacht attacked their western neighbors: 

Netherlands, Belgium and France. Within six weeks they had defeated 
their Western enemy in a Blitzkrieg. Hitler was at the height of his power 

and relished in being hailed as the “greatest general of all time”. On June 
14, 1940 the Nazis occupied Paris and Lilly Einstein was again within the 

German’s area of control. Shortly afterwards she was deported along with 
other German Jews to the much feared camp Gurs at the edge of the 

Pyrenees. However, she managed to escape and found shelter in a small 

village named Morlaas, located by Pau near Lourdes, which was an 
unoccupied part of France. She worked as a maid at the village hotel, 

where she also lived; she barely had any clothes and earned seven dollars 
a month.  

 
Alex Koron, a dentist’s son from Munich who immigrated to Paris in 1935, 

had registered for the Foreign Legion in Morocco in 1940 in order to avoid 
internment due to missing papers. Shortly after the capitulation, however, 

he had to go back to France where he got a work permit as a farmhand in 
the non-occupied part of Morlaas. He met his later wife Lilly Einstein at the 

village’s tavern; they became a couple and married in December 1941.  
In August 1942 Alex and Lilly Koron, who lived in an Ausgedinghäuschen 

(a small house next to the farm), received a secret warning from the 
police: A raid was planned for the next morning and all of the village’s 

young people would be brought to German labor camps.  

The two of them were in grave danger. They decided to hide in a 
neighbor’s barn, where they held out during the raid without being 

detected. Their friends, Gentiles who had not hidden, were seized and 
brought to German labor camps. With fake documents in hand, Alex and 

Lilly decided to flee. They wanted to reach the Swiss border, which was 
1000 km away, on foot and by train. 

 
They sold their few belongings and a bicycle, and actually managed to 

reach the shore of Lake Geneva without being apprehended. Now they 
had to find a reliable fisherman who was not cooperating with the police 

and was not offering bogus deals to refugees. Again, they were lucky. 
One night, a helpful fisherman took them to Lausanne at the opposite 

shore, together with two other people. 
 

In Switzerland, they were not treated with excessive kindness and 

although they were married, they were held for two years in separate 
labor camps. 

 
At the end of the war in 1945, they went back to Paris on foot and stayed 

there for nearly three years. It was in Paris that Alex Koron found out that 
his father had been arrested in 1943 and deported to Auschwitz on the 

last transport in 1944. 
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Lilly´s sister Gisela Levy helped them to immigrate to the U.S.A. in 1947. 
Initially they lived in San Francisco.  

In 2000, Lilly Koron died in Desert Hot Springs near Los Angeles. Before 
her death, she was able to visit Laupheim several times, together with her 

husband. 
  

 

Lilly and Alex Koron before the home in Desert Hot Springs, 1995. 

(Foto: Archiv Dr. Bayer) 

  

  

Quellen: 

Interview Dr. Udo Bayer mit Alex und Lilly Koron, Aug. 1995, 

Museumsarchiv. Köhlerschmidt/Hecht: Die Deportation der Juden aus 
Laupheim, Laupheim 2004. 

„Laupheimer Verkündiger“. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

EPPSTEIN, Resl, 

56 Kapellenstrasse  

 
 

Translated by: Katja Sonnen 
Supervisor: Dr. Robynne, Flynn-Diez, 

Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 
 

DR. UDO BAYER / BRIGITTE SCHMIDT  

 
 [Karl Gustav Eppstein, born June 14, 1873, in Muehringen, died May 

 16, 1926 in Rottweil] OO Therese (Resl, later called Razel or 
 Resa), maiden name Obernauer, born September 28, 1887, in 

 Laupheim, died 1985 in New York.   
 - Ilse, born November 3, 1913, in Rottweil, 

 - Gertrud (Trudl, later called Trudy) Henriette, born November 11, 
 1920, in Rottweil, lives in New York 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

232 
 

Therese Eppstein, the only sister to four brothers, Hugo, Max, Willhelm 
and Hermann Obernauer, married Karl Gustav Eppstein and moved to 

Rottweil. The couple had two daughters, Ilse and Gertrud (who was called 
Trudl). Karl Gustav died when he was just 39 years old and his young 

widow moved back to her childhood home in Laupheim with her two 
daughters. There she lived on the ground floor, while her brother 

Hermann Obernauer lived on the first floor with his family. Together with 
her sister-in-law Olga, Resl took care of the extremely big garden, where 

they grew all the produce they needed to be self-sufficient.  
 

Already in the 1920s, Ilse Eppstein went to France to live with a family, so 

she could learn French; she apparently also went to stay in a household in 
England and, as a result, spoke English as well. Early on she had made an 

effort to immigrate to the US, and in 1937, she received an Affidavit from 
Carl Laemmle and was able to leave Germany in the same year.  

 
Penniless, Ilse first moved to Washington Heights in northern New York, 

where there were already many Jewish immigrants and which had 
therefore been nicknamed "Frankfurt on Hudson". She succeeded in 

finding work as a maid at the family of the secretary of New York's 
governor. This family did, most kindly, lend her the money needed to 

facilitate her sister Trudl´s immigration to America.  
 

At first, Trudl (now called Trudy) also worked as a maid for this family's 
household. Both sisters saved every penny they earned so their mother, 

too, could leave Nazi-Germany.  

 
With heavy hearts, it was then time to say 

goodbye. Two pictures of Trudl from these 
days of departure in 1938 can be found on the 

next page.  
 

Resl, however, still had to witness the so-
called Reichskristallnacht in Laupheim. In the 

middle of the night of November 9, someone 
knocked on their door on 56 Kapellenstrasse. 

Resl wakes up and was shocked. Her brother 
Hermann is told to get dressed and come with 

them. After Resl has composed herself, she 
does muster up the courage to take one of the 

SA-men (SA = abbreviation of Sturmabteilung, 

German for "Assault Division") by the arm and 
ask him: "What are you doing?"   
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Eighteen-year-old Trudl Eppstein just before her immigration to the US in 

1938. A rare snapshot on the right: Trudl Eppstein saying goodbye to two 
acquaintances from Steinerstrasse, Lina Dilger (on the right) and Pauline 

Frank. 
(Pictures: Picture archive museum Laupheim) 

 

When Resl arrives in the New World, she is over 50 years old. She and her 
daughters move in together with a distant relative, mostly to keep 

everyday costs at a minimum. Resl (now called Razel or Resa) finds a job 
as an assembly-line worker in a lighter factory, where both her daughters 

will also work later on. Resl herself has trouble with the new language, but 
scolds Trudy for speaking English too often and for even using it in 

conversations with German relatives and friends. Trudy does that on 
purpose, so that many people assume she has already forgotten the 

German language, which, of course, was not true. Even in her old days, 
she regrets to "have never really learned English properly" and that by 

now, she does "not speak German well anymore, either". In contrast to 
her sister, Trudy learns the language along the way, for example by 

reading the newspaper and from whatever she overhears.  
 

As America enters the war, all three of the women make their living in 

companies important to the war; Trudl, for example, works for IBM at a 
card punch machine.  

 
Ilse marries in the early 40s. Her husband Irving produces handkerchiefs. 

Later on they move to Queens, where they open a handkerchief-shop. The 
couple has two children, Peter and Elaine.  
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Trudl marries, too. Her husband Kurt Fraenkel is from Germany, just like 
she is. The couple remains childless. Kurt sells fabrics, and later also 

greeting cards. 
 

Trudy Fraenkl, 
maiden name 

Eppstein, with 
her late husband 

Kurt, who was 
from Biblis. New 

York, 1995. 

(Picture: Archive 
Dr. Bayer) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

For three years they move to Omaha, an area Trudl hated. She works in a 
retirement home and - as a member of a Jewish charity - volunteers in a 

correction facility. From Omaha they return to New York City.  
 

Trudl and her husband have no financial problems. They travel to Europe, 

but never visit Germany. Kurt's family had fallen victim to the Shoah. 
Trudl, however, is always interested in Laupheim and happy about news 

from home, for example as the family of Udo Bayer visits the Fraenkls. 
She tells them that she has had her father’s headstone in Rottweil 

restored.  
 

Today, Trudl still lives in New York City, she is 88 years old, ill and has 
little good feelings when asked about the happenings before her 

emigration. She still thinks that the citizens of Laupheim were cowards 
who merely watched as their neighbors were abused and their lives 

threatened. She does not want there to be a lot of fuss about her person 
and would have preferred not to be memorialized in this book.  
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

ERLEBACHER, Alfred,  

soap manufacturer, 2 Judenberg  

  

Translated by: Markus Ganser 

DR. ANTJE  KÖHLERSCHMIDT 

 
 Alfred Samuel Erlebacher, born August 10, 1897 in Diedelsheim, 

 Germany; merchant, OO Rosa Erlebacher, née Wertheimer, born 
 October 30, 1897 in Kippenheim, Germany. 

 
 –      Albert Erlebacher, born September 28, 1932 in Ulm. Family 

 emigrated to Milwaukee in Wisconsin, USA, on October 31, 1937. 
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(„Laupheimer Verkündiger“ vom 5. 5. 1928) 

 

 

Abraham Erlebacher’s surviving dependents announced the obituary for 
him in the “Laupheimer Verkündiger” on May 4, 1928. These included 

Abraham’s son Alfred Erlebacher and his two elder sisters Bella Levy and 
Sophie Einstein, both née Erlebacher. The book provides a separate 

chapter outlining the biography of Bella Levy, whose husband Lucien Levy 
was killed in action in the First World War. Biographical information about 

her younger sister Sophie is provided in the chapter about her husband, 
Ludwig Einstein. 

 

Their mother, Pauline Erlebacher, née Heilbronner, was born on November 
5, 1862 and died August 22, 1922. See also the chapter about the 

Heilbronner family 
 

Alfred Samuel Erlebacher was born on August 10, 1897 in Diedelsheim 
near Bretten in Baden, the only son and the youngest of the four children 

of Abraham und Pauline Erlebacher, née Heilbronner. The family moved to 
Laupheim at the beginning of the 20th century. Possibly it was the death 

of Pauline’s father, Emanuel Heilbronner, on July 29, 1903 that made the 
family move to Laupheim: Emanuel had run a soap factory at his home at 

Judenberg 26, and after his death, his son-in-law, Abraham Erlebacher 
took the business over and turned the house into their new family 

residence.A photograph dated 1904 showing Sophie and Alfred Erlebacher 
and other pupils of the Jewish elementary school with teacher Haymann 

underpins this assumption. Unfortunately, there’s no picture of the other 

sisters Bella and Hermine Erlebacher. Hermine, who was six year older 
than Alfred passed away in 1907 only at the age of 16 years. She was 

buried at the Jewish cemetery in Laupheim. 

  

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/27e%20EINSTEIN%20Ludwig.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/43e%20HEILBRONNER%20Bertha.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/43e%20HEILBRONNER%20Bertha.htm
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Sophie Erlebacher, Jul. Levigard,  

Jul. Regensteiner 
 

Alfred Erlebacher as a student at 

secondary school 
 

  

There are no further facts about the education and schooling of the 
Erlebacher brother and sisters. Obviously, after leaving school, Alfred 

joined his father’s business and became a soap producer and trader.When 
he was twenty years old, he was called to war, being enlisted to the 

German army in Geislingen near Stuttgart on November 15, 1917, 
becoming a private bound to fight on the Western front in the last year of 

the war.  
 

When he returned from war, he joined the Reich Federation of Jewish 
Front Soldiers like many of his Israelite comrades, and continued to work 

at his parents’ soap manufacturing company called „Emanuel Heilbronner 

Seifensiederei Inhaber Abraham Erlebacher“. In these times, the family 
had a Fiat car and employed Mr. Alois Ruf as a chauffeur from November 

8 1926 until October 1, 1927. After that, Ruf transitioned to another 
Jewish employer, Mr. Karl Wallach. Erlebacher issued the work certificate 

shown below, which is a common practice until today. It clearly illustrates 
that Jewish-Christian employment relations were commonplace and 

played an important role in Laupheim’s society. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/90e%20WALLACH%20Karl.htm
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Alfred Erlebacher. 
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The advertisement below from the „Laupheimer Verkündiger“, dated 
August 9, 1930 puts the statement that „Every housewife has to count 

with every penny. Saving money has top priority in today’s hard times“. 
This statement alludes to the impact of the Great Depression in 1929. 
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Judenberg 26.  

In this time the unemployment rate in Germany was steadily rising, 
reaching 15.7% in 1930. What is also interesting about the advertisement 

is the wide range of goods provided by the soap factory, covering articles 
for washing and ironing plus a great variety of grease and oil products. 

 
According to the picture of the house, which must have been taken after 

1928 as it already puts Alfred Erlebacher as the owner, which he officially 
became in November 1929 by decision of the district court, the shop must 

have been quite small despite the broad range of goods they had in stock. 
As taking photographs was still something special in those times, we can 

assume that both individuals in front of the house belonged to the 
business; it is very likely, but not 100% sure that the picture shows Alfred 

and Rosa Erlebacher. 
 

On April 4, 1932 Alfred Erlebacher married Rosa Wertheimer in Laupheim. 

She was born on October 30, 1897 in Kippenheim daughter of Maier and 
Lina Wertheimer, née Weil. Alfred and Rosa’s son Albert was born 5 

months after their marriage in September 1932 in Ulm. 
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There is hardly documentation about the following years. Like the other 

Jewish citizens in Laupheim, the Erlebacher family experienced the rapid 
rise of the Nazi regime which brought social exclusion and continued 

deprivation of rights to the German Jews. The Erlebacher family could 
already feel the danger. In October 1937 Alfred and Rosa Erlebacher 

emigrated to the USA with their five year old son Albert. In November the 
house was formally sold to the wagoner Theobald Lemmermeyer. It has 

not been documented what happened to the soap factory and the trade 
with chemical-technical products, oil and grease and washing articles. No 

post-war report on Aryanized property puts the name of Erlebacher’s 

company. This leads to the assumption that the business was subject to 
liquidation. 

 
When the Erlebacher family emigrated in 1937, they were still able to 

keep most of their furniture and household items by organizing a ship 
carrier via Rotterdam to New York with the Barr, Moering & Co. GmbH 

shipping agency in Stuttgart. A list signed by town councilor Dilger by 
order of the mayor Marxer details out the individual property items of the 

Erlebacher family, which clearly reveals how big the control of the Nazi 
authorities was. 

 
Due to the technical possibilities of the Internet and the great support 

from Dr. Yitzhak Heinrich Steiner, we have access to the extensive 
correspondence between Rosa‘s parents, Lina and Maier Wertheimer, her 

sisters Selma and Hermine, and between her brothers Ernst and Heinrich 

Wertheimer. The original documents from 1937 to 1954 are stored at the 
Milwaukee Area Research Center and provide insight into the family 

relations and living conditions.A main characteristic of these personal 
letters is that the family members really cared for one another under 

these adverse circumstances. The main interest was to find a way and 
help the relatives who still remained in Germany in their emigration 

efforts. In this context, Ernst Wertheimer was trying to get his parents 
Lina and Maier and his brother Heinrich to Tel Aviv. Hermine Wertheimer 

succeeded in emigrating to Johannesburg in 1937, where she started a 
new life under very simple conditions, being subject to help from abroad 

in the beginning. 
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Life in the USA  

During the first two years Alfred Erlebacher was a temporary worker at 

different companies. In 1939 he got a permanent contract including 
standard wage. In a letter dated June 3, 1939 he stated:   

 
„Once I received the contract, I sent an affidavit to my parents-in-law, so 

that they could make an immigration request for South Africa. 
Unfortunately this takes too long. In the past, it would have gone along 

smoothly. Now, it is not sure if things are going to turn out well, just a 
hope. Things aren’t going well here at all. Here, there are many Jews and 

half of the non-Jewish white people are to a lesser, or to be more 
precisely, to a greater extent anti-Semitic, even National Socialist. How 

this is going to turn out politically is not really predictable. For the time 
being, new emigrants are only allowed in exceptional cases, and I hope 

that we don’t have to migrate again one day.”  
 

The report on their new living conditions not only outlines the work-

related and financial difficulties that newcomers were faced with in the 
new world, but also the imminent social conflicts. Nonetheless, they did 

not get discouraged and in 1939 they opened their „Fish & Chip Shop“, 
with opening hours from 7.00 am to 11 pm. To run the shop, Alfred 

Erlebacher had borrowed the required money. 
 

In a letter to his sister-in-law, dated November 28, 1939, Alfred wrote: 
  

„If things work out the way we have right to believe, the future will be 
brighter for us and we will be able to save some money for the family. In 

this regard, we are thinking particularly about Selma. Heaven knows what 

will happen to her if she stays in Germany. As you know, she has the 
affidavit for the US, and please don’t stop to convince her to come over as 

soon as possible. You are the only ones that can do something for the 
‘Laupheimer’, because neither Ernst nor I live in a neutral country. We 

can’t even write to Laupheim. We don’t intend to send you letters to be 
forwarded, but we will address the Red Cross for this as soon we find 

some time. Please send them our regards and keep an eye on what’s 
going on with Selma.    

 
(Erlebacher family Papers, 1937–1954. Milwaukee Small Collection 59.1 

cubic ft., The Milwaukee Urban Archives) In a letter dated January 11, 

1939 Selma described her perspective on emigration as follows: 

 

“In the American Consulate in Stuttgart alone, between 45000 and 50000 
individuals and families are registered. I have a number between 18 and 

19000 and according to current calculations I have to wait about two 
years. But we don’t lose hope that it’s getting better. And meanwhile I am 

also looking to make it to another country (England), but this is equally 
difficult. In this case too, thousands of young girls and families are 
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waiting. You don’t happen to have friends in England who could help to 
find a job there?” 

 
(Erlebacher family Papers, 1937–1954. Milwaukee Small Collection 59.1 

cubic ft., The Milwaukee Urban Archives) Erlebacher’s big and many efforts 

for the parents-in-law, Lina and Maier Wertheimer, and for the beloved 

sister-in-law and aunt Selma were not successful in the end despite the 

existing and new affidavits. Bureaucratic hurdles turned out to be 
insurmountable. On August 19, 1942 Lina and Maier Wertheimer were 

deported from Laupheim to Theresienstadt. On the very same day they 
managed to send Alfred Erlebacher a telegram via the Red Cross with 

congratulations for his 45th birthday on August 10, 1942. It was their last 
sign of life. (In this context, see also the chapter on Maier Wertheimer). A 

few months after their deportation, Maier Wertheimer died in 
Theresienstadt on February 13, 1943.   

 
Their daughter Selma had been deported from the central collecting point 

in Stuttgart, Killesberg to Theresienstadt in August 1942. In the spring of 
1944 she was brought from Theresienstadt to the Auschwitz concentration 

camp, where she was murdered. 

  

  

Albert Erlebacher, Professor em. 

  

Throughout their life, Alfred and Rosa Erlebacher kept up close relations 

with their relatives who were spread across the whole world. Their son 
Albert successfully passed his school exams and followed an academic 

career. It is owing to him that the mail correspondence of his parents was 

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/95e%20WERTHEIMER%20Maier.htm
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archived and filed. Albert Erlebacher is professor emeritus at the 
University of Wisconsin holding a Ph.D. in research about Civil War and 

Reconstruction. He married Dolores Adler on June 28, 1961. The couple 
has a son named Seth Allen Samuel Erlebacher. Dr. Albert Erlebacher and 

his son visited Laupheim in 1988, following the invitation by the Laupheim 
mayor Ottmar Schick. Unfortunately, a follow-up contact could not be 

established in the course of writing the memory book. 

 

  

Sources: 
 

Adreß- und Geschäfts-Handbuch für die Oberamtsstadt und die 
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cubic ft.,  

 
The Milwaukee Urban Archives. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

FRIEDBERGER, 

Berthold,  

25 Radstrasse 

  

Translated by: Natalie Robinson 

ROBERT Eß / KARL NEIDLINGER  

 
 Berthold Friedberger, born May 15th ,1866 in Laupheim, 
 Tradesman, death January 17th, 1941, married to Elise so-called 

 Liesel nèe Löwenthal, born May 2nd, 1876 in Laupheim, murdered 
 May 16th, 1944 in Auschwitz 

 -[Leopold, born January 10th, 1903 in Laupheim, Tradesman, 
 emigrated to Great Britain] 
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Berthold Friedberger. 
(Leo-Baeck-Institution, NY) 

Elise Friedberger, nèe 

Löwenthal. 
    (Archive: Ernst Schäll) 

 

     

The source situation concerning Berthold and Elise Friedberger is rather 
poor. Still there was an unusual lucky chance to discover some facts. In 

their circle of friends, around 1895, to a time where they weren’t married 
yet, both of them betook themselves to a photographer for a group 

picture. One of the two existing pictures was found in the “John Bergmann 
Inheritance”, the other one in the “Ernst Schell Archive”. A few years later 

Berthold Friedberger and the ten years younger Elise Löwenthal got 
married and built a stately house in Radstreet.  

 
Berthold Friedberger was a member of City Council and also of the 

Railroad Committee, which had been recently established in 1895. This 
institution campaigned for the construction of the light railway from 

Laupheim to Schwendi. The Royal Government didn’t accept the Railroad 
Committees intention until the sixth request had been handed in on July 

1st ,1899. In January 1902 the first financial resources were approved. 

The official opening was on May 16th ,1904. 
 

There is not much known about Leopold, Berthold’s and Elise’s son, who 
was born on January, 10th, 1903. In the year 1933 he didn’t live in 

Laupheim anymore. According to records from John H. Bergmann, Leopold 
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immigrated to Great Britain during the NS period and after that to 
Canada, where his tracks get lost.  

 
The rather general job title “tradesman” normally stands for a cattle 

tradesman. Therefore it is quite likely that Berthold Friedberger earned his 
money by trading cattle. His passport photograph is taken out of his 

business license issued by the district office.  
 

In February 1939 Berthold Friedberger had to sell his house to the 
unskilled worker Georg Leibling for 13 000 Reichsmark. In the so-called 

“dejewisching contract” comparable to a sales contract, the reason for the 

sale was quoted as a leak of financial resources. Besides it had been 
recorded that the couple didn’t plan an emigration to another country in 

the near future. The contract also frankly quoted, that the average 
estimated value of the Friedberger residence was 15200 Reichsmark. 

Where the couple lived after the sale is not clear. It may be possible that 
the Friedberger’s were still able to live in the sold house for a while.  

  

 
Passport photograph of Berthold Friedberger 

(District Archive Biberach) 
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 Southern Radsteet, odd-numbered house numbers 17-25 

In the foreground you can see the house of Berthold and Liesel 
Friedberger, according to today’s numbering it is Radstreet 25. The next 

four houses all belong to the Bergmann family. Some of them were 
employee apartments for the business. In house number 23 

Gugenheimers lived, next to that in the Bergmann main residence 
(number 21) Emma und Gretel Gideon lives and in number 17 Lina and 

Maier Wertheimer (Photograph: K. Neidlinger / Michael Schick)  

 

On January 18th, 1941 Berthold Friedberger died at the age of 74. He got 
a grave at the Jewish graveyard in Laupheim. After that his wife Elise, 

who was always called Liesel, had to move to another apartment. In the 
letters of Lina Wertheimer, out of the Jewish senior residence, addressed 

to Emma and Gretel Gideon in Wintherthur, Liesel Friedberger, who was 
their former neighbor, is named a number of times. For example Lina 

writes on August 26th, 1941: 
 

“Liesel Friedberger, who is doing well again, (….) got used to her new 
apartment well. I see her and the other friends at least once or twice a 

week when they come to the prayer room, located downstairs in the 

house. But otherwise I don’t meet her.” 
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In another letter dated October 29th, 1941 it gets clear that Liesel 
meanwhile had to move to a barrack in the “Wendelinsgrube” and that her 

mother Lina Löwenthal had died in a nursing home in Heggbach: 
 

“I suppose that you, dear Emma, meanwhile got the message from Liesel 
Fr. herself and that you know that her highly talented mother died shortly 

before her 90th birthday completely unexpected. She went to sleep in 
peace and quiet. The day before Liesel had visited her and they had been 

happy together and her mother had had good conversations with her. 
When Liesel left in the evening, she was tired and wanted to go to sleep. 

She slept till the next morning and passed away without a cramp - an 

enviable ending! I have to say that Liesel is a brave and upright person. 
She had proven that in recent times. You probably heard from her sister-

in-law that she moved again. She lives together with the“Meinsteins” in 
the Old Bahnhofstreet, with all the others who weren’t accepted in home.” 

 

In a letter from February 3rd, 1942 it is written: 
 

“We don’t meet our local friends a lot because the winter is very rough. A 
whole lot of snow and I don’t want to take such long ways. My gall is 

getting worse. But the old friends come and visit us here in the home 

often, especially Liesel, she is very clingy.” 

 

Out of a letter from August 10th, 1942 it arises that Liesel herself is in 
letter contact with the Gideons, here you can read: 

“I don’t know if Liesel answered herself already; recently she had a little 
accident. She fell, but she recovered well and goes out again.” 

 

Unfortunately Liesel Friedberger’s letters were not preserved.  
The last letter is dated to July, 15th 1942. In it Lina Wertheimer writes: 

  

“Liesel comes to our house frequently. She also directed me your 
greetings and we are happy together when we talk about the old times. 

She works in the kitchen. We help her peeling potato skins, arranging 
vegetables and so on. This way the work gets done quite easily. Even 

more I like to visit her in her nice and cozy little home. And she knows 
just how to make it  quite comfortable for guests so that the visit mostly 

takes longer than  planned. (…) It’s so good that Liesel is close friends 
with Bertha Heilbonner and also with the few other neighbors. They keep 

together very well.” 

  

Elise Friedberger was deported to Theresienstadt on August 19th, 1942 
with the fourth and final deportation. Here she was able to make it about 

two more years. On May 16th, 1944 she was taken to Auschwitz with the 
liquidation transportation where she was murdered.  

Literature:  
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

FRIEDBERGER, Markus, 
Cattle trade, 58 and 60 Ulmer Strasse 

 

Translated by: Maja Mrakovčić, Nadine Höfer, Dominic Häusler, Helena 

Fischer 
Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez 

Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  
Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

ROBERT Eß 

 
 Markus Friedberger, born September 21, 1863 in Laupheim, died 
 September 14, 1942 in Theresienstadt (today’s Czech Republic), OO 

 Theres, née Landauer, born October 5, 1864 in Binswangen, died 
 August 28, 1942 in Theresienstadt. 

 
 -[Emanuel Emil, born 1891, died 1909 in Binswangen] 

 

 -[Recha Reutlinger, née Friedberger, born 1892, murdered 1942 in 
 Auschwitz], 

 -[Emma, born 1893, died 1893 in Laupheim], 
 

 -Klara (Klärle) Adler, née Friedberger, born 1894, murdered 1941 
 in Riga, 

 
 -Cilly Obernauer, née Friedberger, born 1895, immigrated to 

 Argentina in 1940, 
  

 -Mina, born 1897, murdered 1941 in Riga. 
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Markus Friedberger with his sisters, around 1920. 

(Photograph: Leo Baeck Institute NY, John-Bergmann Estate) 

This photograph was probably taken when the youngest sister Emma Kurz 

(born in 1876, married in Gailingen), visited her family in Laupheim. In 
the front row, from left to right: Pauline Obernauer, Emma Kurz (with the 

white fur collar) and Mathilde Bach. In the back row, from left to right: 
Luise Bach (married in Augsburg), Markus Friedberger and Cilly Einstein. 

Pauline Obernauer, née Friedberger, (1861-1925), was the mother of all 
Obernauer children mentioned in this book.  

The sisters Mathilde (1866-1936) and Luise Friedberger (1867-?) 

celebrated their marriage to brothers Max and Heinrich Bach from 
Mühringen with a double wedding. 

Cilly Einstein, née Friedberger (1871-?) is pictured at the very right, 
carrying a little white handbag. It is uncertain to which Einstein family she 

belonged. 
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The Parents 

Markus Friedberger was the third child out of ten and the only son of 
Leopold Emanuel Friedberger (1832-1912) and his wife Rosalie, née Stern 

(1840-1902). She was the granddaughter of Rabbi Jakob Kaufmann. On 
June 2, 1890 Markus married Theres Landauer from Binswangen. Five of 

his eight sisters who reached adulthood can be seen in the picture. Markus 
was a horse trader and lived with his family at 52 Ulmer Strasse. 

After the expropriation of their house in 1941, the couple was relocated to 

the Jewish home for the elderly at 2 Judenberg. On August 22, 1942 they 

were deported to Theresienstadt. Unfortunately, it was only a week later, 
on August 28, 1942, that Theres Friedberger died. Her husband Markus 

died on September 14, 1942. They were probably both weakened due to 
the long transport and lack of food. 

The Children 

Emanuel Emil was the only son of Markus and Theres Friedberger.  

He was born on March 2, 1891 in Laupheim and died on March 6, 1909. 
Emanuel was named after his grandfather Emanuel Emil who was born in 

1833 in Laupheim and died in 1912 at the age of 80 (N 21/7). Three years 
prior to his death, in 1909, his grandson committed suicide in Munich. 

Nathanja Hüttenmeister wrote the following: “Commis Emil, unmarried, 

died in Munich and was buried three days later in Laupheim. Suicidum was 
documented as the cause of death.” On his headstone (N 20/3) (a broken 

pillar made by stonemason Müller) in Hebrew it is written: “Here lies dear 
Menachem, son of Mordechai. He entered eternity on Adar 13, 669 

according to the Jewish calendar. May his soul be embedded in the bundle 
of life.”1 

Recha Reutlinger, née Friedberger, born on February 7, 1892 in 

Laupheim, murdered in Auschwitz in 1942. She married Jakob Reutlinger 
from Königsbach before the outbreak of the First World War, on March 26, 

1914. Both were abruptly deported from their place of residence in 

Pforzheim to the internment camp Gurs in Southern France on November 
22, 1940, together with another 7000 Jewish people from Baden and the 

Palatinate.  

Camp de Gurs internment camp was formerly a big barrack camp, which 
in 1939 was set up by the French government for Spanish refugees of the 

Spanish Civil War.2 Around 1,300 Jewish people were housed there under 
inconceivably bad hygienic conditions. 

The cold winter of 1940/41 and a dysentery epidemic led to widespread 
deaths. By the middle of March 1941, there were 1050 new graves at the 

cemetery of the camp.3 Transports from Gurs going directly to the 
assembly and transit camp Drancy near Paris were set up. 
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For Recha Reutlinger, née Friedberger, as well as for her husband, Drancy 
was the last station on the way to the gas chambers of Auschwitz, where 

they were murdered in 1942. 

Klara (Klärle) Adler, née Friedberger, born on May 30, 1894 in 
Laupheim. On July 18, 1921, she married the merchant Josef Adler who 

lived in Munich. Josef Adler was also born in Laupheim, on April 23, 1893. 

The marriage was already annulled two years later in 1923 and Klara 

moved back to Laupheim where she lived at 24 Radstrasse. After her 
house had been seized and sold to someone else by the Nazis, Klara was 

resettled to 8 Wendelinsgrube in 1941. 

 

Klärle Friedberger (in the 

middle of the first row) in 
1911 at the final dance 

of the dance classes, 
named “Tanzkränzchen”, 

in the hall of the 
guesthouse “Zum 

Kronprinzen” (today’s 
Alexis Sorbas). Anna 

Knoll, née Stuber, and 

Lina Raff, née Stumpp, 
are standing behind her. 

(From: J. Braun, Alt-

Laupheimer Bilderbogen, 
p. 120) 

 

 

 

 

 

From 1927 onwards, a barrack camp including improvised accommodation 
was constructed by the town of Laupheim. It was located on the outskirts 

of the city, at the so-called Wendelinsgrube (between the two train 
stations Laupheim West and Laupheim Stadt). The first assigned deputy 

mayor of Laupheim announced on October 28, 1941 that 31 Jews were 
currently living in those barrack camps. The non-Jewish families who had 
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lived there before were mostly resettled into the houses of the Jewish 
community after the expropriation.  

On November 22, 1940 Klara Adler was also deported to Gurs in Southern 

France (like her sister Recha) and further to Riga on November 24, 1941 
in an unheated wagon at -30 to -40°C (-22 to -40°F). The same happened 

to her ex husband Josef Adler. Both died in the extermination camp Riga 

and were declared dead on December 31, 1945. 

Cilly Obernauer, née Friedberger, born on September 21, 1895 in 
Laupheim immigrated with her husband Max Obernauer to Argentina on 

September 30, 1940. Pauline Obernauer, née Friedberger, is shown on 
page 412 in the German version of this book. She is the mother of Max 

Obernauer, which means that Max and Cilly were cousins. 

After her husband’s death, Cilly Obernauer declared her parents and her 

three murdered sisters dead on January 11, 1954. The date of death was 
determined to be December 31, 1945. 

Mina Friedberger, unmarried, was born on September 20, 1897. She 

was deported to Riga on the first transport on November 28, 1941, 
together with her sister Klara Adler and 17 other Jewish people from 

Laupheim. She was murdered in Riga. 

     

Mina Friedberger as pupil of the Israeli elementary school in 1909 and as 
a student of the Frauenarbeitsschule in 1913. 
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Pauline-Friedberger-Foundation 1934 

Simon Friedberger, who was the great-uncle of Markus Friedberger, and 
his wife Babette had eleven children, of whom nine reached adulthood. 

Seven of them immigrated to the United States between 1855 and 1870. 
The second youngest daughter, born in 1851, was Pauline Friedberger. 

After her death in 1934 she left a foundation to the Jewish community of 
Laupheim. She deposited 2000 dollars for the following purpose:  

“The interest rates of the 2000 dollars deposited shall be annually given to 

the Israeli community of the city of Laupheim (…) and shall, on October 

14, which is my birthday, be used to entertain Jewish and Christian pupils 
in a hotel or a place in the named city as the churchwardens consider 

appropriate.” 

The Israeli local newspaper wrote an article about Pauline Friedberger in 
the issue of June 1, 1934. According to this article, she immigrated to 

America as a poor girl and has repeatedly shown, through her actions, her 
love and devotion to her hometown, Laupheim. At that time, she 

apparently was not aware that her hometown was segregating Jewish 
inhabitants and punishing them horribly for their attachment to Germany. 

The interest rate of the 2000 dollars deposited by the Pauline Friedberger 

Foundation was surely not paid out very often. It was only eight years 
after the creation of the Foundation that its recipient, the Jewish 

community of Laupheim, did not exist anymore. 

Family history 

The name Friedberger derives from the village Friedberg, situated in 
Hesse, where the existence of Jewish people can be traced back to the 

second half of the 13th century.4 

The lineage of all Friedberger families from Laupheim probably derives 

from Josef Simon (Friedle) and Mathilde from Randegg near 
Gammertingen. The year of death on the widely weathered tombstone (G-

4/7) is incomplete. The date of death is considered to be either 5560 or 
5569 according to the Jewish calendar, which means 1799 or 1809.5 

Four of their children stayed in Laupheim: 

● Leopold Josef (1768-1829), married to Bertha, née Wohlgemut 
(1765-1849) 

 
● Simon (1783-1865), married to Lea, née Levigard  

(1788-1870) 
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● Lazarus (1780-1854), married to Hannelore, neé Heilbronner 
(1788-1834) 

 
● Leopoldine (1790-1864), married to Baruch Mayer  

(1791-1882). 
 

The grandchildren married into the following families: Lämmle, Einstein, 
Rosenthal, Dreifuß, Löwenthal, Laupheimer, Hochstädter, Neuburger, 

Bernheim, Rödelheimer and Kirschbaum. 

With the fourth generation, other family names such as Nussbaum, 

Obernauer, Bach, Kurz and Sternschein were added. Several names were 
mentioned multiple times. This shows that almost all of the families living 

in Laupheim were related to each other, either by blood or by marriage. 

In the Jewish cemetery of Laupheim, 77 tombs related to the Friedberger 
family remain to this day. Amongst those, 43 were direct descendants and 

34 married into the family.  

Both of the bells installed within the right tower of the synagogue were 

presumably sponsored by this family (statement of the deceased Deputy 
Head Josef Braun).  

Since it is unusual to install bells in a synagogue, this was something 

extraordinary. It is likely that it was a rather symbolic act to align with the 

Christian community. 

After the synagogue fire during the Kristallnacht on November 9, 1938 a 
citizen of Laupheim saved the bells from the burned rubble and they were 

handed over to the local museum, together with the promise not to make 
the donor’s name public. Nowadays they are displayed as a remembrance 

at the Laupheim Museum for Christians and Jews.  

Leopold Josef Friedberger (1768-1829), mentioned above, belonged to the 

second Friedberger generation. He was one of the first Jewish people in 
Laupheim running an agricultural business. In a report to the 

administrative unit of Wiblingen (Oberamt) written in 1828, Rabbi 
Salomon Wassermann mentioned by name exclusively two Jewish people 

under the rubric of Feldbautreibende (an old German term corresponding 
to present day fieldworker) namely Hirsch Heumann and Leopold 

Friedberger.  
 

During the mid 19th century agriculture seems to have become more 
popular amongst the Jewish people, as four additional farmers were listed 

in the files. Nevertheless, after 1850 this trend was on the decline again 
as until then only one Jewish fieldworker was recorded in the files. 

However, trading with agricultural products was more important. In their 

trades with cereal, hop, cattle and property and as creditors and bankers 
of farmers they almost had a monopoly.6 Working as a horse trader was 
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also a prestigious profession and more renowned than being a cattle 
trader. It would have been beneath the dignity of a horse trader to trade 

with cattle as well.7 

In contrast to other Jewish families from Laupheim, only a few documents 
exist about the Friedberger family. When asking farmer families living in 

Laupheim over generations about Markus Friedberger, the horse trader, 

they would answer at best that he lived on outer Ulmer Strasse.  

The Friedberger family had lived in Laupheim for over six generations and 

for more than 150 years.  

Aerial picture of the outer Ulmer Strasse from the 1950s.  

Markus Friedberger’s estate consisting of the residential building and a big 

stable can be seen in the right bottom corner. A big horse head was a 
reminder of the Jewish horse trader who once lived in this substantial 

estate until the farm building was torn down in the 1960s. According to 
the restitution document (state archive of Sigmaringen, Wü 126/2, Nr. 20) 

Markus Friedberger bought the property in 1894. The estate, which was 

built in 1824, was returned to the rightful heirs Cilly Obernauer 
(Argentina) and Leo Leiter (Pittsburgh, USA) in July 1951. (Picture: 

archive Robert Eß) 
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Annotation to the Jewish cemetery of Laupheim: 
When the cemetery was founded, men and women were buried side by 

side. This changed later on so that the tombs of men are located on the 

left side of the cemetery, marked with L and women were buried on the 
right, marked with R. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

FRIEDLAND, Max, 

Radstrasse 9 

 

Translated by: Markus Ganser  

DR . UDO BAYER / KARL NEIDLINGER 

 
 Max Friedland, merchant, born Sept. 14, 1892 in Offenbach/Main, 

 died 1978 in New York, OO Irma Friedland, née Bernheim, born 
 June 4, 1888 in Laupheim, died November 16, 1966 in New York. 

 
 – Gertrud, born Sept. 7, 1912 in Frankfurt/Main, died approx. in 

 1970 in California, 
 

 – Ruth, married Regis, born June 25, 1921 in Biberach, died 
 January 2000 in New York. 

 
 Emigration to France in July 1933, then via London to the United 

 States in 1940. 
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It was the film pioneer Carl Laemmle, originating from Laupheim, who 
made the Friedland family move here at the beginning of the 1920s. The 

three main reasons were: 

Firstly, Max Friedland was in the film business. He was the head of the 
“Deutsche Universal” film company which was founded in 1928, and from 

1932, he was also responsible for the entire European market.  

Secondly, his Laupheim-born wife Irma Bernheim was a niece of Carl 

Laemmle.  

Thirdly, Friedland had already purchased Laemmle’s birth home at 9 
Radstrasse from Laemmle in 1924/25. The Friedland family lived there 

until 1933, with the purchase contract allowing Laemmle and his close 

relatives a free stay in the house whenever visiting their home town. 

  

The house at 9 Radstrasse – birth home of Carl Laemmle – purchased by 

the Friedland family in 1924/25. They kept it after their emigration, but in 
1941, the Nazi regime confiscated the real estate on the basis of the 11th 

decree on the Reich Citizens Act of 25 November 1941 which regulated 
the property of exiled Jews. Therefore, Irma Friedland was able to file a 

restitution lawsuit after the war, and the property was given back to her in 
1950. There were two clocks left from the home inventory, both “assigned 

for official purposes” by the tax office in Biberach, which could then ”be  
picked up at any time by the owner” according to the verdict.  
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The announcement from the “Laupheimer 
Verkündiger”, dated Nov. 4, 1927, 

confirms that Max Friedland was in the 
film business. Nevertheless, there is only 

little information about the track record of 
the ”Lichtspielbetriebsgesellschaft 

Laupheim” (cinema operating company), 
whose founder and CEO he was. For 

example, the cinema in Schramberg 
(translator's note: town situated in the 

eastern Black Forest), which can be seen 

on a painting in the Laupheim Museum of 
the History of Christians and Jews, also belonged to Friedland's company. 

The older daughter, Gertrud, was born in Frankfurt and attended the 

Catholic Intermediate School for Girls in Laupheim. She can be seen as a 
fifteen-year-old in the commemorative group photo of the 1927 

graduates. This school was founded in 1905, and also included Jewish 
pupils, which demonstrates the good relationship between the Christian 

and Jewish communities at that time.  

The Catholic Intermediate School did not 

offer full secondary school examinations. It 
was rather an extended lower secondary 

school with additional classes in French and 
stenography, and final exams after 4 

years.   

 

Gertrud Friedland (middle row, left) 

graduating from the Catholic Intermediate 
Girls’ School in 1927. The names of her 

classmates:  

Maria Schönle and Anna Romer (standing 

behind her), Lina Konrad (next to her on 
the right), and Mathilde Fischbach (sitting in 

the first row). 

(From: 100 Jahre Realschule (100 Years of 
Secondary School), 1996, page 40) 

 

 

Gertrud Friedland apparently remained 
unmarried, and upon immigrating to the 
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United States she settled in California unlike the rest of the family who 
stayed in New York. She died there in the 1970s. 

The younger daughter, Ruth, was among the survivors who followed the 

first invitation to her home town in 1988. For her, it was the first time to 
return to Laupheim after 50 years. On this occasion, she stated:  

July 1933 marked a break in my life and the life of my family. I was 
twelve years old then. 

Thank God my parents were smart enough to imagine what would happen 

if we stayed in Laupheim under the new regime. 

So we packed a few belongings and went on to Paris where we could live 

in peace, safe from the terrible tragedy that so many of our people had to 
face. 

Laupheim was a little town which we loved, and we always fondly 

remembered the countryside life we had been able to live until this 
miserable outbreak which can be never forgotten nor redeemed. 

I am proud to say that the good old United States have been my home 
ever since. 

I am thankful that this country has given me and many others who faced 

the same situation the opportunity to start a new life.  

Of course I often thought of Laupheim and the things I was forced to 

leave behind. 

The good memories have remained, and I was dreaming of visiting 
Laupheim for many years.  

I have to admit that when it became true, I was doubtful and had mixed 
feelings...  

The wonderful invitation was a great opportunity to come back and find 

out that the new generation is set to make things better … 

Ruth Friedland married Eddie Regis, a talented artist of Puerto Rican 

origin, who worked as a taxi driver to make a living. Ruth worked in a 
barber shop into old age and regularly met with former residents from 

Laupheim who also lived in New York. In January 2000, both Ruth and 
Eddie Regis passed away shortly after one another. 
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Ruth and Eddie Regis in 1989. (Photo: U. Bayer) 

In the USA, Max Friedland shifted from film to the leather business, where 

he, originating from Offenbach, had gained business experience. He was 
very successful and became quite wealthy. 

The picture showing the Friedland couple was taken on Irma Friedland's 

75th birthday in 1963. She passed away three years after that, and her 
husband, four years her junior, got married again. Max Friedland died at 

the age of 86 in 1978. 

 

   Irma and Max Friedland in 1963 celebrating Irma’s 75th birthday. 

(Photo: U. Bayer) 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

GIDEON, Emma,  

21 Radstrasse  

 

Translated by: Markus Ganser 

 

KARL  NEIDLINGER  

  

 Adolf Gideon, born February 17, 1869 in Rexingen, died September 

 12, 1909 in Frankfurt/Main (buried in Laupheim), OO Emma 
 Gideon, née Bergmann, born September 17, 1877, died March 23, 

 1963.  

 – Margarete, called Gretel, born May 26, 1900 in Tübingen, died 

 January 20, 1997 in Winterthur/Switzerland. 

 

 The family emigrated to Winterthur/ Switzerland in 1938. They 
 found accommodation in the house of Emma’s sister Frieda 

 Biedermann, née Bergmann, and her husband Max. 
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John Bergmann may not have used many words in his family chronicle to 
describe his “Aunt Emma”, the oldest daughter of Josef Bergmann, but 

they were all the more heartfelt. When Emma was born in 1877, her 
father’s business was still in an early stage and whether it would become 

a success was yet to be seen at that time. After finishing at the Jewish 
elementary school, Emma did not continue with secondary school as there 

was no such possibility for girls in these times in Laupheim. There are no 
facts available from her seven or eight years of elementary school other 

than that she really enjoyed the way to school in the early morning “down 
the hill passing the dewy meadows”; and “hill” does not relate to the 

Judenberg (Jews’ hill), but to the castle hill. In 1891, the family had 

moved to Großlaupheim castle where they rented an apartment from 
Kilian von Steiner. This happened around the time Emma’s school days 

were coming to an end.  

In these times, girls were still brought up very traditionally and after 
finishing school they were bound to prepare themselves for their role as 

housewife and mother. Accordingly, Emma stayed at home after finishing 
elementary school, being trained in housekeeping and the upbringing of 

children. With her many younger brothers and sisters, there was enough 
opportunity to practice on a continual basis. She got married already at 

the age of 22, being the first of the seven children to do so. Her husband 

was the elementary teacher Adolf Gideon, born in 1869 in Rexingen near 
Horb. He was a teacher at the Jewish elementary school in Laupheim in 

the 1890s. After their marriage in 1899 the couple moved to Tübingen 
where Adolf Gideon became a teacher of Religion and an administrator of 

the rabbinate of the Jewish communities in Tübingen, Reutlingen, and 
Nürtingen. In 1900, their only daughter Margarete was born in Tübingen. 

After the untimely death of Adolf Gideon in 1909, Emma Gideon and her 

daughter returned to Laupheim, where they lived with her parents in the 
newly-built house at 21 Radstrasse. Due to their inherent affection and 

confident appearance, Emma and her parents became the center of the 

extended family, and after her parents’ death Emma remained the 
primary contact when it came to settling family affairs: whenever there 

was any conflict between parents and children, or any other kind of 
dispute, she or her sister Klara Hofheimer, both accepted as mediators, 

were called to get things straight again.  
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All female members of the extended Bergmann family in front of the 
building at 21 Radstrasse in ca. 1909. 

From left: Elsa Wallersteiner née Bergmann, Selma Wallersteiner, Paula 
Bergmann, Klara Hofheimer née Bergmann, “Henny“ Bergmann, Friedel 

Biedermann née Bergmann, Flora Stern née Bergmann, Emma Gideon née 
Bergmann, Gretel Gideon. 

Here is a short excerpt from the manifold memories of Emma’s nephew 
John. H. Bergmann that refers to the house at 21 Radstrasse and his aunt 

Emma who lived there: 

 “After the death of the Bergmann grandparents in 1924, my aunt Emma, 
who continued to live in the house of her grandparents, became the 

central point for the family and kept this role until her death many years 
later. She was by far the friendliest family member of her generation. She 

was on good terms with both family branches, and she equally shared her 

time between both lines. She was artistically inclined, a good 
photographer who developed the photos herself, and she was musically 

talented and had a very good voice. She taught us many of the songs that 
we still know how to sing. She was also very literate and thus had the role 

of the family poet. There were many family events that she put in verse or 
performed in little plays. And of course, she was an excellent cook. In 

many circumstances, she was the one to be addressed for advice. As she 
los her husband very early and widowhood became her fate in the little 

town of Laupheim, she dedicated all her love and affection to her daughter 
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Gretel and the many nephews and nieces, which turned out to be a 
mutual loving relationship throughout her entire life.”     

John H. Bergmann was also rather brief about his cousin Gretel Gideon in 

his chronicle. This is all the more surprising given that he had a close 
relationship with her all his life. He just reports that after graduating from 

high school, the only daughter of Emma Gideon studied German language 

and literature and could not finish her dissertation at the Frankfurt 
University. In 1937/38 Gretel tried in vain to find work in Florence, Italy. 

In July 1938 she finally managed to emigrate to Switzerland, only after 
having obtained a work contract as a housemaid. Finally in September 

1938, Emma Gideon also managed to escape Winterthur to Frieda and 
Max Biedermann’s house and department store called “Rothaus”, a place 

where other family members had already found a hiding place before. In 
the end, mother and daughter managed to find a new home in 

Switzerland. In Winterthur, 
Gretel soon started a training to 

become a seamstress. 

 

 

 

Gretel Gideon 1931. 
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From their Swiss exile, Emma and Gretel ideon kept up regular and 
intense mail contact with their former neighbors, the Wertheimer family 
from 17 Radstrasse, who remained in Laupheim and was forced to move 

to the ex-rabbinate in 1939/40. Some of these letters have been 
preserved, and were handed over to the museum collection by Ernst 

Schäll, who had received them from Gretel Gideon: they comprise twelve 

letters and postcards to the Gideons written between May 1940 and July 
1942 by Lina and Selma Wertheimer from the Jewish old people’s home, 

plus three postcards to Gretel Gideon by Selma Wertheimer from 
Theresienstadt, dated 1943/44. Although formulated very carefully – all 

documents carry a censorship stamp from the German authorities -  they 
are an impressive source of information, as they are the last signs of life 

in the Jewish community in Laupheim that was annihilated for good soon 
after.  An excerpt from one of the last letters:  

Letter from Lina Wertheimer to Emma and Gretel Gideon, July 15, 1942:  

Dear Emma and Gretel, 

This time it took me a bit longer to write than planned. […] The two of us 

are fairly content if things are going to stay more or less the way they are, 
in general. My gall bladder hasn’t hurt now for quite some time, and I’m 

quite happy about that. […]Karl is quite far away since November and we 
haven’t heard back from him, nor have we from our former school mate 

Selma E. (editor’s note: refers to Karl Guggenheim and Selma Einstein. 
Both were deported to Riga in November 1941 and were murdered there).  

Liesel visits us quite often […], she is working in the kitchen and we help 
her peel the potatoes, prepare the vegetables, etc. […] What I like even 

more is visiting her at her small, but lovely home, and she is such an 

excellent host, so that our visits always take longer than planned. 
(Editor’s note: refers to Elise Friedberger, who lived in the barracks at 

Wendelinsgrube, where she was forced to move after having to abandon 
her house at 25 Radstrasse.)  Farewell greetings also from Mr and Mrs 

Grab and the Wallach family. […] Now, Mr Stern is in charge of holding the 
divine ceremony at the old peoples’ home, but only on Saturdays of 

course. (Editor’s note: the Grab and Wallach family had been deported to 
Auschwitz shortly before). We celebrate the seasons this day, and we 

don’t forget anybody, in particular we remember and pray for the ones 
who died in the world war. There are always many things going on in the 

home, just recently an 80 year old lady passed away and old Mrs Weglein 
from Ulm, who you should also know, has moved in. […] Mundel Adler has 

taken on the administrative tasks in the community, and he also sends 
you his regards. There are no signs from our loved ones who went away, 

we could not get any news from the Red Cross. […]   
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Emma and Gretel Gideon, 1937. 

Emma and Gretel Gideon started to feel at home in Switzerland and 
remained there after World War Two. Gretel found employment as a 

librarian in Winterthur and continued her profession until 1980. She 
always had a great affection for literature and books. When Ernst Schäll 

started his research work about Friedrich Adler at the end of the seventies 
last century, he also contacted Gretel Gideon who was very literate and 

interested in the history of arts. This evolved into a close friendship that 
lasted until her death in 1996. We obtained much information and 

numerous pictures shown in this book, including many letters thanks to 
this relationship. These excellent sources of information were a perfect 

basis for documenting the fate of the Gideon family. 
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From letters by Gretel 
Gideon to Ernst Schäll 

The following excerpts from Gretel 
Gideon’s letters to Ernst Schäll tell a 

lot about her strong ties to nature and 

her home town, and her deep 
knowledge of the arts and culture in 

Upper Swabia, and make us feel a bit 
of the pain experienced by the 

Laupheim citizens who were faced with 
social exclusion, deprivation of rights 

and flight. These letters reveal a lot 
more about Gretel Gideon than any 

complete biographical information 
could have done, and to a certain 

extent, her statements reflect 
generally the feelings and perception 

of her generation.   

 

  

Home:  

Where is one’s favorite place? 

“I have now been almost 50 years in 

Switzerland, of which 30 years have 
been as a naturalized citizen, and I 

believe that I am a good Swiss citizen. 
However, in my reflections I can still 

see the landscape and scenery around 
Laupheim, which was where I had the 

finest experiences of nature and art.”  

(Feb 3, 1987) 

Youth experiences of nature: 
precise memories 

 “Of course I think a lot about Laupheim 
and its surroundings in the past. Does 

the “Schneckengrub” (snail hole) still 
exist at Achstetter Straße, which 

belonged to merchant Stumpp, where 
there were so many violets in early 

spring? Or the small birch forest at 
Buehler Straße which was the only 

place where you could find real 

cowslips. When passing the village of 
Bronnen in direction to Schnürpflingen 

there was the only beech forest around 
where you could smell daphne flowers 

already from far. Similarly, there was a 
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place at Bastel wood (translator’s note: 

small forest on the eastern edge of 
Laupheim) where lupines grew, a flower 

that was largely unknown at that time, 
and later they grew it as forage crop. 

And are there still harriers to be seen in 
the air? I remember these pretty birds 

of prey silently flying over the equally 
silent woods. I could write a book about 

all these things. Today, nobody can 
imagine how Laupheim was like before 

World War One.” (April 12, 1982) 

It was on a day like February 15th, 

which is the date you were writing me, 
an extremely warm and windy day in 

1921 when we went for a walk to the 
Stoffelberg (translator’s note: hill near 

the town of Ehingen on the edge of the 
Swabian Alb mountains) crossing 

Ehingen and then back. The big pine 
wood on the hill could be seen from 

afar, and when we arrived on the top of 

the hill the meadows were covered with 
pasque flowers and we could see 

Laupheim stretched out in the sun and 
all the mountains on the horizon. The 

next morning, everything was covered 
with snow. These, dear Mr Schäll, are 

the things you'll never forget." (Feb 25, 
1981) 

A thankful reader of texts 

from Laupheim: 

 

“You can hardly imagine how happy I 

am about the Watzenried guide 

(translator’s note: natural reserve near 
Laupheim). I’ve not only used it once, 

but read it repeatedly, and learned 
many things I did not know in the past, 

although we went there every year, 
always around the longest day, in the 

early morning at 2 or 3 am for watching 
the birds.  I can also remember the 

many crab claws that were lying along 
the banks of the Dürnach stream. Back 

then, people said that it was the cats.” 
(June 7, 1981) 

 
Memories of Mai 1st 

 

 “In my youth, we used to go on a May 
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excursion every year, most of the times 

heading towards Brandenburg at the 
river of Iller, crossing Weihungszell, 

and of course, all by foot. We started at 
4 am, in the Bastel wood we could hear 

the birds waking up, then on crossing 
the Rot valley and along the Holzstöcke 

(translator’s note: densely forested 
mountain range North-east of 

Laupheim). I still have a little oil 
painting by Klara Kolb from Ulm that 

shows the little valley near the village 

of Weihungszell, and probably the river 
of Weihung where people fished a lot.” 

(May 8, 1988) 

 “Another question: Is there still the 
habit of making trails of bark mulch on 

the eve of May 1st for the young men 
and women who’d become a couple if 

only they could? It happened to me 
once, and it was in 1920 and I strongly 

suspected the Volz family behind this 

(Oct. 28, 1980). 

  
Gretel Gideon’s letters to Ernst Schäll also reveal that she also was a great 

lover of art with a special affection for the Upper Swabian Baroque style: 
being Jewish, she knew most of the famous Baroque churches, as well as 

the artists and builders from that period, some of these from her earliest 
days. The last of the following excepts refers to a painting by Ivo Schaible, 

and it shows that she did not regard things from a purely artistic point of 
view, but also included the theological concepts conveyed by Christian art 

in Upper Swabia: for her, the Christian and Jewish religions were close. 
 

 
 

 
Upper Swabian Baroque Road– 

without a car 

“As I now have plenty of time, as I 
have not been used to for at least 45 

years, I can easily afford to spend 
one week in Upper Swabia. There is 

still so much left to be seen there, 
things that I just know from the past 

when things weren’t renovated yet, 
or places that I haven’t seen at all, 

such as the churches in Baindt and 
Wurzach. By the way, at the end of 

January I was in Tannheim, Rot an 

der Rot and Gutenzell with my friends 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holzst%C3%B6cke
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from Ulm – it was a truly 

unforgettable day. The fact that I 
don’t have a car bothers me more 

and more. It would be quite useful 

and would save me a lot of time and 
effort. But what can I do, it’s too late 

for that now.” (April 15, 1980) 

 

Affection for Baroque arts  

 

 “So I have to decide what you could 
show me in early June: the towns of 

Roggenburg, Witzighausen, 
Tannheim,  Buxheim and Rot an der 

Rot I already know from recent trips 
with the Kneer family. In Ottobeuren, 

I was approximately six times before 
and after my emigration. But what I 

do not know yet is Siessen, which is a 
famous monastery, nor do I know 

Wurzach or Wolfegg, and east of the 

Iller, I don’t know nothing, except the 
places I have mentioned.” (May 13, 

1987) 

Art unites religions  

 “Now let’s touch a different topic: 
Father Ivo. I have your book about 

him still open in my room, so that I 
can look anytime at the illustration 

that shows the Madonna made of 
lime wood that originates from the 

Maximilian Kolbe church. The more 
and the longer I look at it, the more 

it makes me feel happy. When I look 
at this wonderful infant Jesus, how he 

offers himself to the world, being full 

of affection, and at the same time 
embracing it with the same love, I 

can feel comfort and am taken away 
by this kind of art that managed to 

express this so subtly. There’s no 
earlier period in arts that could reveal 

the essence of the nature of Jesus.” 
(October 21, 1989) 

Sources:  

John Bergmann, The Bergmanns from Laupheim, 1983. Archive Ernst 
Schäll (Texts and photos). 
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 Arthur Grab, born July 8, 1884 in Vienna, deported July 10, 1942 

 from Laupheim to Auschwitz, married Luise Grab, née 
 Laupheimer, born March 17, 1882 in Laupheim, deported July 10, 

 1942 from Laupheim to Auschwitz. 

 -    Elsa Frieda Grab, born March 16, 1911 in Laupheim, later 
 immigrated to the USA. 
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Arthur Grab and Luise Grab, née. Laupheimer. 

Luise Grab was born as Luise Laupheimer on March 17, 1882 in Laupheim. 
She was the youngest of eleven siblings, of which three died already at a 

very young age. 

Their father, Michael Laupheimer, was a Jewish butcher. Throughout five 

generations, many of his family members had traditionally worked in this 
profession, which was particularly important for the community, 

considering its special dietary restrictions. 

Ancestors on the paternal side can be traced back to the beginnings of the 
local Jewish community. It is likely that they had always lived in the 

house, which is now 30 Kapellenstrasse. According to a former counting 
method, the house used to be numbered 28. 

  

 

House on 30 Kapellenstrasse  in 2016 (Photograph: M. Schick) 
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As stated by Brigel and Schenzinger, the first prayer hall of the newly 
established Jewish community around 1730 was situated on the upper 

floor of the house. Later, a synagogue was built nearby as a separate 
place of worship. 

Like her older siblings, Luise probably attended the Jewish Volksschule 

(grammar and lower secondary school), although she is not mentioned in 

any register and does not appear in any pictures. Only her older sister 
Mina is pictured in one of the class photos still preserved. 

The children of the Laupheimer family did not have a long way to school, 

which was situated on Radstraße, so they were able to reach it within a 
few minutes. Back then they could certainly still walk in the middle of the 

road. At that time, however, the roads and paths were not paved yet, so 
especially in wet weather, they could expect their shoes to get very dirty. 

Many schools had therefore required children upon arrival to change out of 
their dirty footwear and in to clean shoes. This was most likely no 

different for schools in Laupheim in those days. There is no further 

information on the childhood of any of the siblings, including Luise. 

The next event in her life that is known for sure is her marriage to Arthur 
Grab on June 7, 1910. Her husband was born on July 8, 1884 in Vienna, 

the Austrian capital, and thus originated from the former Austro-
Hungarian Dual Monarchy, the so-called K.u.K.-Monarchie (Imperial and 

Royal Monarchy) that lasted until the end of World War I. 

The reasons why he came to Laupheim still remain unknown. One possible 

reason could be the fact that by then, some very successful companies of 
mainly Jewish origin had established an extensive international network of 

trade relations and local branches. Arthur Grab’s profession indicates such 
relations, since he always described himself as a salesman. 

Merely one year later, on March 16, 1911, Luise gave birth to her only 

child, her daughter Elsa, just one day before her 29th birthday. Therefore, 
once again, three generations lived together in this old house for a short 

period of time. The mother and father of the many siblings died in 1913 

and 1921 respectively and are buried at the nearby cemetery.  

Later a note revealed that Elsa Laupheimer had contributed to a 
celebration in the newly built gymnasium on Bühler Straße. Due to World 

War I, Arthur Grab returned to Austria once more. On July 15, 1915, he 
was called up to serve in the Austrian army in St. Pölten near Vienna 

where he was allocated to the K.u.K. reserves telegraph battalion. During 
his military service, he was promoted several times, first, to the position 

of private, then to the rank of corporal and finally to platoon leader. He 
participated in battle in the Carpathian Mountains and near Montello in 

Italy. For his contribution, he received numerous military decorations, 

such as the Medal for Bravery, the Iron Cross and the Karl Troop Cross. In 
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November 1918, Arthur Grab was discharged from military service and 
returned to his family in Laupheim. 

In the following period, he pursued a speedy acquisition of German 

citizenship. His membership in several associations indicates that he had 
long been deeply rooted in the town’s social life. The fact that he belonged 

to an old-established family probably helped him to become part of the 

local society. The most important of his numerous memberships and 
offices was most likely his role as treasurer of the committee of local fairs. 

During World War I, he had become a member of the Reich Federation of 
Jewish Front Soldiers. For the latter, he actively helped organize the 

annual commemorative ceremonies in Laupheim in cooperation with the 
participants of World War I who were mostly Christian. 

  

 

 

 

Arthur Grab at a State 

Celebration Parade in 
1928, second from right, 

with a bouquet 

 

 

 

 

The 1920s, which was the time of the Weimar Republic, seem to have 
been once again a normal and relatively secure period for the family. 

According to the childhood memories of a former neighbor, every 
Saturday morning, which is the religiously significant Jewish Shabbat 

(fam. Shabbes), Jewish men dressed in festive clothes, and gathered in 
front of the house to talk and exchange the latest news.  

During the time of Passover in spring, Luise Grab generously distributed 

the widely loved Mazzah out of her kitchen window. These baked pieces 
made of unleavened dough were also appreciated by non-Jewish children. 

The children in the neighborhood knew only too well how easily they could 
reach the kitchen window, using the steep stairs on the side of the house. 
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Even the newspaper advertisement in the Laupheimer Verkündiger in 
1925, which was supposed to assist in the search for the missing little dog 

Flock, can be considered an everyday occurrence, compared to the 
afflictions and horrors of times to come. 

In the basement of the tall four-story building, next to the butcher’s shop 

of her brother Sigmund, a shoe shop was established where Luise largely 

managed the selling. That is why, according to former neighbors, she was 
commonly known as Schuhluise in town. 

The shop primarily sold a range of well-known shoe brands like Wörishofer 

and above all the quality brand Salamander, as can be seen from several 
advertisements of that time, which were partially written in rhyme. 

Arthur Grab worked as an accountant for the company Gebrüder 
Obernauer (Obernauer brothers). Power of attorney was conferred upon 

him on May 9, 1924, and a few days later it was announced in the local 
newspaper Laupheimer Verkündiger. In addition, he ran a textiles trade 

for which he had applied for a trade license that is still well preserved to 
this day. This indicates that the family was not in a solid financial position, 

especially during the difficult years right after World War I. They and 
several others apparently did not experience as rapid a financial recovery 

as many other Jewish families.  

In January 1933, the National Socialist German Worker’s Party (NSDAP), 

led by Hitler, took over power. It can be assumed that soon after, the 
family’s modest livelihood was put in jeopardy. Already on April 1, they 

had to endure uniformed men lingering in front of their small shop on 
Kapellenstrasse, as well as in front of other Jewish shops. This was part of 

the boycotts taking place throughout the Reich in order to hinder 
customers from entering Jewish shops. At the same time, they wanted to 

intimidate the shop owners. 
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Advertisements by the Laupheimer shoe shop in the 1920s 

In a letter written shortly afterwards, on June 12, 1933, Arthur Grab 

announced his resignation from two committees. The still preserved letter 

is first and foremost addressed to a friend in order to avoid a forced 
exclusion from the committees. He writes: 

“My dear friend Alfons! 

In the enclosed documents you will find that I am resigning from my 

position in the Kneipp Verein [Club practicing water therapy invented by 

Sebastian Kneipp] and at the same time I withdraw my membership from 
the club. The reasons for my decision are not directed against you 

personally, rather are linked to political circumstances.  

On this occasion, I would like to kindly ask you where I should take the 
files and the remaining cash of the children’s festival committee as 

Gleichschaltung will also take place in this committee. Consequently, I do 
not wish to be asked to leave and prefer to have this matter settled. 

I hope that we can still talk things over some time. I do remain your 
sincere friend, Arthur Grab.” 

At that time, he at least received a polite answer with words of gratitude 

and appreciation. Yet, how heartfelt the feelings behind the words were 
cannot be taken from the words themselves. The subject of the letter was 

the “voluntary resignation from the Executive Planning Committee for the 
State Celebration to strengthen regional identity.” 

Further on it says:  

“…the committee took notice hereof with great regret and asked me as 
well to express our gratitude for and recognition of all your years of 

voluntary work for the general good and especially for the benefit of our 
youth. We wish you a quick recovery from your severe illness (…) We will 

certainly regret the absence of your active, tried and true, hands-on 

work.” 

The conspicuous aspects of this letter are the special emphasis that it puts 
on a voluntary resignation and the remark about a severe illness that is 
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not mentioned elsewhere. Wording of this type was quite readily employed 
to hide the underlying reasons for exclusion and discrimination. 

Arthur Grab must have experienced those proceedings as brutally and 

painfully being crowded out and expulsed from the societies and 
committees that he had contributed to for many years with great passion 

and which had surely brought him joy and given him a sense of belonging. 

Thus, all that was left were his memberships in purely Jewish associations 
for which he showed loyalty until the most difficult of times. 

It seems as if the shoe shop on the first floor served as the most 

important, perhaps the only source of livelihood, although the threat of 
losing it was growing constantly. On Sundays, in particular, they had to 

witness the rowdy marches of publically known Nazis of the so-called 
Österreichische Legion (Austrian legion), who were housed on a factory 

site in the neighboring village Burgrieden. During those days, they were 
marching and rioting along Kapellenstraße where most of the residents 

were Jewish.  

Windows were broken and blatant intimidating messages defaced the 

fronts of houses of Christian families’ who showed themselves still willing 
to live together with neighbors of other religions. 

On August 6, 1935, Luise’s daughter Elsa married Philipp Bock, a 

merchant from Göppingen. In the following years, her name no longer 

appears in the municipal register of Laupheim. Therefore, it can be 
assumed that Elsa had moved to Göppingen to live with her husband. 

Soon after, the couple immigrated to the US and thus managed to escape 
persecution and murder at the hands of the Nazi regime. From the USA, 

Elsa participated in the negotiations for reparations after World War II, to 
claim compensation for the property loss of her family. It seems as if 

many attempts had been made to rescue her parents, who were supposed 
to join them in the US. However, none of these attempts were successful. 

In May 1937, Arthur Grab tried to return to his hometown Vienna in order 

to support his sister in a family emergency. At first the Oberamt (an 

administrative institution that existed until 1934) ignored his oral as well 
as written requests and then denied them without providing any reason, 

although he had emphasized that he had never been active in politics, and 
pointed to the fact that, as a front soldier, he was fully aware of his 

obligations towards his home country. 

At the same time, the pressure to hand over the shop to a non-Jewish 
owner constantly increased. Yet, Arthur and Luise Grab apparently 

withstood the pressure, at least for a while. 

However, with the increase of public violence that had its temporary peak 

with the destruction of the synagogues not far from their home during the 
night of November 9 to 10, 1938, their resistance eventually weakened. 
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Luise found out that her brother Sigmund Laupheimer, who had been 
deported to Dachau for so-called protective custody, was beaten to death 

in the concentration camp. 

In December, they received a letter from the Nazi Bürgermeister Marxer, 
which could only be interpreted as an immediate threat. 

The reason that was given for the order to close the shop revealed that it 
had to happen in order to prevent destruction at the hands of the sender 

and his fellow party members.  

 

 Letter from Arthur Grab to the Oberamt of Laupheim, dated May 28, 1937. 



 

 

284 
 

  

Letter from Bürgermeister Marxer to Arthur Grab, dated December 16, 1938 

Consequently, the shop’s closure was inevitable. Only a few days later, 
the order was given to stop the traffic of goods. 

The stories of former neighbors make clear that Luise Grab gave shoes to 

several people she knew, among them also non-Jewish families, so that 
those shoes would not fall into the hands of those who would unjustly take 

over the shop.  

On November 9, 1939, the anniversary of the destruction of the 

synagogues (Night of Broken Glass), Arthur Grab and twelve other Jewish 
men were taken into protective custody by the police of Laupheim. They 

were released on November 25. However, Luise was made to live through 
her brother’s cruel fate of the previous year once again. 

During the difficult times of persecution, Arthur Grab grew into the 

position of spokesperson and head of the now small and heavily 
beleaguered Jewish community. He was considered a trusted 

representative by the Nazi authorities. The term “trust”, however, could 

not be applied to the Nazis. They were never concerned with cooperation 
based on trust, but merely sought an easy implementation of arbitrary 

measures with the help of a contact person. 

A photo from that time shows Arthur Grab standing in front of the 
rabbinate building. It was taken after the synagogue had been destroyed, 

which can be seen from the timber and beams put down on the other side 
of the road where the synagogue had once stood. Quite peculiar about the 

picture is the fact that the shutters on the first floor of the building were 
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already closed during daytime, probably even permanently. In all 
likelihood, the reason for that was the growing danger. 

  

 

Order from the district administrator of Biberach, dated December 22, 

1938 
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Arthur Grab in front of the former rabbinate building 

On this special picture (on the right) Arthur Grab is depicted inside the 

house in which a prayer hall had been set up for some time already. After 
the destruction of the synagogues in the night of November 9, 1938, it 

served as a replacement for the destroyed place of worship. 

The picture shows him reading out or reciting 
from an open book while wearing a prayer 

scarf and a kippah. Thus, it is probably the 
only picture in the long history of the Jewish 

community in Laupheim that captures 
someone praying or performing an act of 

worship. Given that the picture was taken in 

times of great hardship and persecution, it is 
even more meaningful. Since Arthur Grab can 

be considered the last head of the house in 
which the first prayer hall was situated around 

1739 when the community began to develop, 
the picture once more links the very beginning 

of Jewish life in Laupheim with its end. 
Therefore it is safe to say that the picture has 

a highly symbolic meaning. 

In October 1941 Arthur and Luise Grab had to 
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leave their house on Kapellenstraße. Just like all Jewish men and women, 
they already had to adopt the additional surnames Israel or Sara and to 

wear the yellow Jew’s Star clearly visible on the outside of their clothing. 

They had been assigned one of the wooden huts in the camp of shacks 
located in the Wendelinsgrube (Wendelin sand and gravel pit). They had 

been built long ago and had originally served as free accommodation for 

families in need. 

It is said that shortly before their expulsion, Luise Grab had walked along 
the wall of the Jewish cemetery trying to look over the top. The Nazi 

authorities had long since refused entry to the Jewish cemetery. The 
height of the wall made it impossible for Luise to see the cemetery. 

According to Luise’s daughter, a compassionate non-Jewish neighbor, 
however, brought large bricks from his nearby garden and placed them in 

front of the wall so that she could stand on them. Therefore, Luise was at 
least able to look at the graves of her parents for one last time and bid 

farewell. 

Outside of town, halfway to the Westbahnhof, the train station that was 

about to become the last stop in their homeland, Arthur and Luise Grab 
had to move into shack No. 10. 

As the representative of the Jewish community, Arthur Grab approached 

the local authorities with the urgent request to set up access to electricity 

and water before winter would come. 

This request was denied, despite the fact that most of the officials 
involved must have known Arthur Grab rather well from his previous 

function in the municipality. 

By the end of November, he was assigned a tragic duty. He had to help 

with the first deportation, which was at the time still being covered up (by 
allowing people to carry household items in their railway carriage) as a 

resettlement measure. 

In midwinter of 1941/42, the last Jews of Laupheim were forced to hand 
over all their woolen and fur garments. At the time, all of them lived in 

either the poorly equipped camp of shacks in the Wendelinsgrube or the 
convalescent home which had been set up by force in the former 

rabbinate building. The list of all collected items, dated January 16, 1942, 
bears Arthur Grab’s signature. It is the last preserved document 

confirming his function as nominal representative 
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Protocol of the meeting, dated October 17, 1941 

A former customer of the shop still remembers a letter written by Luise 

Grab from the Wendelinsgrube. According to her, Luise wrote about the 
inhumane conditions in the camp, about a lack of food, and despair. She 

asked for food, which was then brought by friends. Moreover, Luise Grab 
expressed the suspicion that other people considered undesirable by the 

Nazis would soon also be included in the persecutions. She said about 
herself and the people in the camp: “We will be moved and we don’t know 

where they are taking us”. 

In the next and penultimate deportation, Arthur and Luise Grab also 

appeared on the list. It was initially planned for June 1942, but was 
delayed for unknown reasons. The few lines from the Gestapo in Stuttgart, 

to the district administrator of Biberach, decided between life and death. 
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On July 10, two days after Arthur Grab’s 58th birthday, they both had to 
get on the train at Laupheim Westbahnhof. With them, their friend Kalman 

Wallach and ten people, most of whom were elderly people housed in the 
nearby nursing home in Heggbach, were also on the train. 

At first, they were transported to the collection and transit camp in 

Stuttgart and three days later they were brought Auschwitz with other 

Jews from Württemberg. 

According to an annotation, Arthur and Luise Grab perished already on the 
way to the large concentration and extermination camp. This information 

is indeed uncertain because no one will have verified it more precisely at 
that time. Nevertheless it could also be true considering that both of them 

were already weakened and broken by the preceding long period of 
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suffering in the camp of shacks in the Wendelinsgrube and the inhumane 
conditions in the collection camps and deportation trains, especially during 

winter. 

Along with all the other Jews, who were victims of Nazi persecution, that 
is why the names of Arthur and Luise Grab neé Laupheimer are listed on 

the big commemorative plaque at the entrance of the Jewish cemetery, 

only a few steps away from the house where they had once lived.  
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

GUGGENHEIM, Fanny,  
11 Synagogenweg  

  

Translated by: Judith Daschner, Martin Stadler and Christop Huber 
Supervisor: Renee Remy, M.A. Deutsche Linguistik 

Staatlich geprüfte Übersetzerin für Englisch und Technik 
Fremdspracheninstitut der Landeshauptstadt München 

  

KARL NEIDLINGER  

 
 Fanny Guggenheim, née - Obernauer, born on June 21, 1848 in 

 Laupheim; died July 8, 1934 in Laupheim; widow of the carpenter 
 Abraham Guggenheim (1844-1904). 
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Fanny Guggenheim in front of her house - built in 1844 at Synagogenweg.  
The address used to be Judenberg 6. On the right: the house today. It has 

been remarkably renovated and is in its original state. 

  

In 1933, the development of the Jewish community of Laupheim had long 
passed its zenith.  Ever since the end of the 19th century, the number of 

inhabitants had been decreasing, as the younger generation either 
immigrated to America or moved to the big cities.  There were numerous 

single older men and even more such women; one of them whose life, in 
contrast to others, is well-documented, was Fanny Guggenheim (maiden 

name: Obernauer). 
Around 1874/75, Fanny Obernauer was married to Abraham Guggenheim, 

a carpenter from Tiengen in the High Rhine area.  Between 1876 and 
1879 the couple had three children: Heinrich (1876), Frieda (1877) and 

Jonas (1879).  In 1892, the family bought the above-depicted house, 
which supposedly also incorporated the carpenter's workshop.  In 1904, 

Abraham Guggenheim died at age 60; one year later his daughter Frieda, 

who had taken on the name of Kahn, died during the birth of her first 
child.  Nothing is known about their eldest son Heinrich; Jonas immigrated 

to America when he was young. 
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(„Laupheimer Verkündiger“, 21. 6. 1928) 
 

However, Fanny Guggenheim did not allow those cruel strokes of fate to 
bring her down, but rather she devoted her energy and spirit to the 

benefit of the community. This becomes quite clear in the brief article 
published in the local newspaper “Laupheimer Verkündiger” on June 21, 

1928, to honour her on her 80th birthday.  
 

The text also nicely illustrates how peacefully Jews and Christians lived 

together in the town before 1933. After the Nazis seized power, the only 
articles the newspapers published were mendacious, mind-poisoning 

torrents of hatred against the Jews, destroying the peace that once 
prevailed in the community. Fanny Guggenheim presumably never held an 

office or had a special function: taking care of those around her was her 
passion and she tended to the sick without being paid or ordered to do so. 

  

(„Laupheimer 
Verkündiger“, 30. 

6. 1828) 

 

 

 

From an 

announcement in 

the local 
newspaper: 

I would like to 
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offer my sincerest thanks to all my friends and acquaintances for their 
kind words on my 80th birthday.  Mrs. Fanny Guggenheim 

 

The fact that there is much to be written about Fanny Guggenheim also 
has to do with John H. Bergmann: He married Fanny’s granddaughter, 

Elsie Guggenheim, in New York in 1945! 
 

There is something about her in his legacy, and she is also mentioned in 
the Bergmann family chronicle.The following passage is worth quoting 

verbatim. Here, John Bergmann describes the annual preparation for the 
Bi’ur ceremony which takes place the day before Passover (chametz is 

burnt in a bonfire): 
 

“The preparation began soon after Hanukkah, when we went from 
door to door collecting discarded wood and other flammable 

materials. Our fathers told us that at times they even ‘acquired’ 

part of a fence or part of a wooden gate. We had to do the same so 
that their achievements would not exceed ours. We all gathered in 

Fanny Guggenheim’s small shed. Her house was in a strategic 
position at the end of the Judenberg and next to the cemetery on a 

street which led directly to the Bronner Berg where we would light 
the fire. Fanny was not known for her patience, and every year 

there was much bickering about the broken furniture we were said 
to have stolen from her. Max Bergmann had a special relationship 

to Fanny - All his life, he was a good friend of her son Jonas who 
lived in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He helped her during wartime 

when she was isolated from her son’s support. 
 

One day, as we collected wood for the chometz fire she called for 
Hans, the writer of these lines, to come into her house. There she 

showed him two new photographs of her granddaughters in 

Pittsburgh. Fanny predicted that Hans would immigrate to America 
someday and marry one of her granddaughters. Back then he was 

only twelve years old and getting married was definitely not on his 
priority list. Two World Wars later, however, he met her 

granddaughter Elsie and married her!” (John H. Bergmann, p. 65 
ff.) 

When she celebrated her 80th birthday, the local newspaper ‘Laupheimer 
Verkündiger’ wished Fanny “many more years full of joie de vivre”.  Fanny 
lived six more years after all: She died at the ripe old age of 86, shortly 

after her birthday in July 1934. 
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 The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

GUGGENHEIMER, 

Lina and Karl,  
23 Radstrasse 

  

Translated by: Lil iana Löwenstein 

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

 
 [Josef Guggenheimer, born February 10, 1857, died November 19, 
 1920 in Munich] Helene, called Lina, née Guggenheimer, born 

 on February 24, 1860 in Altenstadt, died on January 11, 1941 in 
 Laupheim. 

  
 -    Karl Guggenheimer, born on May 7, 1882 in Laupheim, 

 Deportation on November 28, 1941, to Riga 
 

 -    [Leopold Guggenheimer, born on June 13, 1883 in Laupheim, 

 deportation from Munich on November 20, 1941, to Kaunas, 
 murdered there on November 25, 1941.] 
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Once again we can thank the photo album from the Jewish Senior Citizen 

home, for the portraits of the two last Guggenheimers from Laupheim 
taken in 1940 by an unknown photographer, and that came to the hands 

of Ernst Schäll through Gretel Gideon. The 80 years old mother Lina 
Guggenheimer is easy to recognize on both pictures, she wears glasses 

with marked round lenses and has totally white hair. In comparison with 
the other persons she probably was quite small, her seated size lets us 

think so. She looks quite friendly, in spite of the general situation, the 
small size of the rooming, the miserable conditions to find food and the 
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reprisals against them. It is noteworthy that all the persons on these 
images look very well looked after and are wearing their good clothing. 

Evidently the inhabitants of the Jewish Senior Citizen home made great 
effort to maintain their posture in those difficult times, and to create 

opportunities that created a positive atmosphere which gave them the 
possibility for distraction and holding together for support and consolation. 

  
Lina Guggenheimer has lived in Radstrasse 23 until she moved to the 

Jewish Senior Citizen home on September 28, 1939. Just a few months 
after these photos have been taken, she died on January 11, 1941 and 

was buried in the Jewish Cemetery in Laupheim, in the same tomb as her 

husband Josef Guggenheimer, who had already died in 1920. The name 
written on the tombstone is Lina. Probably it was a nickname derived from 

Helene, which was very strongly connected to her person, replacing the 
name registered in the Civil Registry. Her death did not only preserve her 

from her own deportation, but also from the knowledge of what happened 
to her eldest son. 

  
The 58-year-old Karl, who may be seen on the right side beside the 

mother at the coffee table on the first photo, and in the back row on the 
second photo, holding his head slightly tilted, looks quite skeptic, very 

reserved and worried. Karl Guggenheimer was not completely healthy, in 
terms of today’s language it would mean that he was mentally impaired. 

As from June 6, 1940 he was taken to the institution “Heil- und 
Pflegeanstalt Heggbach. 

  

The Jewish section of the Heil- und Pflegeanstalt 

Heggbach 
  
There is an estimate that in 1939 100 Jewish patients lived at the Heil- 

und Pflege Institutions in Württemberg. In the German Reich the count 
probably was between 2000 and 2500. Their destiny showed the same as 

for all other German Jews, the development of segregation, loss of rights, 
and discrimination as the Holocaust drew closer. In the circular letter Nr. 

IX, dated October 5, 1939, of the Minister of the Interior of Württemberg 
he grants the asylum of the Jewish mental patients of Württemberg in the 

institutions of Zwiefalten and Heggbach. The Heggbach institution, in a 
document dated October 21, 1939 declared to be ready to install “a small 

special section for Jewish patients”. In the period between 1938 and 1942, 
38 Jews lived in the section separated from other patients. Karl 

Guggenheimer was the only Jewish patient that came from Laupheim who 

lived there from June 1940 until November 1940. 13 of them died in 
Heggbach and were among the last persons to be buried in the Jewish 

cemetery in Laupheim. The others were victims of euthanasia and 
deportations. 

  

Deportation 
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The Jewish fosterling Karl 

Guggenheimer, together with Martha 
Aronsohn, who came from Stuttgart 

to the Heil- und Pflegeanstalt 
Heggbach was assigned to the first 

deportation that left Laupheim. On 
November 28, 1941 they were 

brought to the West Station and 
from there, together with the 19 

Jews from Laupheim, they were sent 

to Stuttgart to the camp at 
Killesberg, where the Jews from 

Württemberg were concentrated for 
deportation to the West, that is, to 

the so called General government. The National Socialists used this 
opportunity shamelessly for the violation of the assets of the Jews, in 

order to loot everything. This was performed in a really wicked and 
shameless manner, that is, in Killesberg the Jews had to accept and pay a 

Certificate of Service, which declared that their assets passed to the 
German Reich. Karl Guggenheimer received it at the Internment Camp 

Killesberg on November 29, 1941 and had to pay 1,15 RM for it. In the 
Heil- und Pflegeanstalt Heggbach he already had presented an eight-page 

long asset declaration for the Financial Authority Biberach, and on 
November 22, 1941 he had to sign it. Apart from the objects he carried 

with him, it covered all assets in the form of savings deposits, among 

others. This meticulousness of the Nazis “allowed” that we could state in 
detail the listed assets of Karl Guggenheimer. His luggage consisted of a 

travel suitcase and a backpack. His tableware consisted of two coffee 
spoons, one soup spoon, an aluminum bowl and an aluminum-drinking 

cup. His bed linens were one cover, two sheets, three pillowcases, two 
blankets and 12 handkerchiefs. His clothes consisted of five suits, two 

winter coats, repair patches and a men’s hat. He also had a cap, a walking 
stick, four nightgowns, a dressing gown, 15 shirts, collar buttons, four 

ties, three pairs of shoes, two pairs of slippers, eight collars, eight pairs of 
socks, one pair of gloves, one scarf, three pairs of suspenders, 12 long 

pants and five pieces of underwear. Listed as special items were seven 
clothes hangers, three prayer books, one comb, one washcloth and one 

hairbrush. At the savings account Laupheim there was a deposit of 481,79 
RM, administered by his guardian Ludwig Stern. Besides he had mortgage 

bonds for a value of 3500 RM. 

  
These assets were confiscated in favor of the German Reich. The listed 

details make the complicated operations and instrumentation of the 
management of the services of the Nazis very clear. 
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Both pictures from Killesberg show, without the need of many words, the 
degrading situation for the affected persons and hint the physical and 

psychical efforts the internees have suffered. On December 1, 1941 the 
deportation train left Stuttgart with 1013 Jews from Württemberg, 

towards Riga. After travelling three days and nights, without sufficient 
food or stops, on December 4, 1941 they arrived in Skirotowa, where the 

SS-people “received” the Jews from Württemberg. Immediately part of the 

luggage was stolen. Most of them were placed in the Jungfernhof camp, at 
a distance of two to three kilometers; the others were taken to the Riga 

Ghetto. If Karl Guggenheimer really was among the deported persons, is 
not really sure, as there is no list of the names of the 1013 deported 

persons, and the archives of Yad Vashem in Israel “A Page of Testimony” 
include one page with the declaration of witnesses that confirm this. It 

reads as follows: “shot to death 1.XII.1941”. This shooting at said date, 
that is, on the day of departure of the train, might have still been in 

Stuttgart. Possibly due to his mental impairment he was not able to 
comply quickly with the indications of the SS, and therefore he might have 

been murdered. Reports by witnesses unfortunately describe many 
examples of destinies of this type. A letter from Lina Wertheimer from the 

Jewish Senior Citizen home in Laupheim to Emma and Margaret Gideon in 
Winterthur, dated July 15, 1942 reads as follows: “Karl (Guggenheimer) is 

miles away since November and we have heard nothing from him, and we 

have also had no news from our former schoolmate Selma E, (Einstein, 
née Laupheimer, who was deported on April 24, 1942 to the camp in 

Izbica, close to Lublin.” 
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Guggenheimer in Laupheim 
  
In contrast with most Jewish families the Guggenheimer family was not 

among the families living in Laupheim for generations. They came from 
Altenstadt, near Illertissen / Bavaria. Lina née Guggenheimer, and Josef 

Guggenheimer were both born there and married on August 8, 1881 in 
Ulm. Their eight children, Karl (1882), Leopold (1883), Julius (1884), 

Bertha (1886), Hermann (1887), Max (1889), Heinrich (1893) and Jette 
(1897), were all born in Laupheim, that lets us conclude that they settled 

there at the beginning of the eighties of the 19th. Century. In the year 

1888 all the members of the family were officially admitted as 
Württemberg citizens. Two generations of the family are buried in the 

Jewish cemetery in Laupheim. At the side of Josef and Lina Guggenheimer 
is the father of the husband, Jacob Guggenheimer, and his second wife 

Babette, née Schlesinger. It is possible that the older generation in this 
case has followed the younger generation. The date of arrival is not 

documented. 
  

In general the researches obtained interesting findings on the members of 
the family, but without offering a complete picture. Lina and Josef 

Guggenheimer had eight children, and the youngest, Jette, died just a few 
months later. It has not been possible to determine the profession or craft 

of Josef Guggenheimer. The family lived at Radstrasse 23. There is only 
one mention of Lina Guggenheimer in a press release in the “Laupheimer 

Verkündiger” in the May 1930 issue under Laupheim, Heimatsmuseum 

(Homeland Museum). There she was mentioned, together with seven 
other donors, with reference to a donation for the museum from the 

Biedermeier time. During the years of this journal several times donations 
for the museum by Christian and Jewish donors were mentioned, as well 

as for other charities, reflecting the feeling of responsibility of all citizens 
towards the welfare of their community. A few years later, 1936, the 

conditions under the Nazis had reversed, and Lina herself was in need, 
and asked the Jewish Winter Assistance for the supply of a pair of warm 

slippers, size 39. 
  

The seven children of the Guggenheimer family grew up in Laupheim, and 
attended the Jewish elementary school, two of them could be found in old 

school photos. The daughter Bertha Guggenheimer is on the school photo 
of the year 1895. Later, in 1912, she married Heinrich Löwenstein from 

Rexingen in Laupheim, and left Laupheim. Therewith all track of her was 

lost. 
  

The youngest son, Heinrich Guggenheimer, may be found on the school 
photo from 1904. We know nothing else about the rest of his life, as well 

as with reference to his six year older brother Max Guggenheimer, about 
whom it was impossible to find any information. 
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Jewish Elementary School 1895. Top row:  
Obernauer, Dudle, Blumenthal.  

Middle row: Bertha Guggenheimer;  

lower row: Wassermann, Hugo Hofstetter. 

Jewish Elementary School 1904/05: Max 
Einstein, Heinrich Guggenheimer, Julius 

Weil 

 

 “Julius Guggenheimer  

Grete Guggenheimer,  
née Levy 

Married 
Stuttgart               Hohenlimburg 

Laupheim             Westphalia 
Wedding ceremony on December 22, 1927  

in Hohenlimburg” 
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Julius was the only one of the six sons of the Guggenheimer family to 
register in the list created by Jonas Weil “Directory of the members of the 

Jewish Community in Laupheim to participate in the war”. He was 
admitted on November 5, 1914 in the Infantry Regiment of the National 

Army 123 Ravensburg and as he himself has declared, he participated in 
the Oberelsass positioning battles, and was discharged on December 24, 

1918, after the ending of the war. 
  

Almost ten years later he published an ad on December 20, 1927 in the 
“Laupheimer Verkündiger” announcing his wedding to Grete Levy. The 

residence indication on the ad stated the places of origin of the couple, 

that is, Laupheim and Hohenlimburg in Westphalia, as well as Julius 
Guggenheimer’s possible new residence, that is the city of Stuttgart, 

where the last information about his life was found. 
  

The results of the researches for Leopold Guggenheimer go much further. 
He lived longer in Laupheim than all the other brothers. He lived at his 

parent’s home until the year 1930, at Radstrasse 23, in Laupheim, and 
moved to Munich. A confirmation hereof was found in the “Biographical 

Commemorative Book of the Jews from Munich 1933 – 1945”, where his 
name is recorded. According to these 

records, he moved to Munich on April 
18, 1932. His photo belongs to the 

identity document. 
  

Leopold Guggenheimer was a door-

to-door salesman, married to Hanna 
née Ansbacher and had three 

children: Salomon, Simon and 
Joseph. Surprisingly they do not 

appear again in the documents of the 
Civil Registry or in commemorative 

book, therefore we cannot determine 
any further information about their 

lives. Leopold Guggenheimer issued a 
declaration for the Finance Authority, 

which clearly states the huge 
reprisals by the Nazis against the 

Jewish salesmen in the times after 
1933: at the right is the passport 

photo of Leopold Guggenheimer. 

  
 

 
 

 
“Munich, October 15, 1937 
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I hereby inform that from August 1935 – February 13, 1937 I was in 
Rebdorf in the workhouse and could not file a declaration in the year 

1936. In April I have requested a salesman certificate, which was not 
awarded. Therefore, I have no earnings and cannot pay any taxes. 

Yours very truly 
Leopold Guggenheimer 

  
The following document states how he has earned his living lately: 

  

 
  

   

Declaration 
The undersigning, Leopold Guggenheimer, Oberanger 52/2 have no 

occupation since 1.I.37 until 30.XI.37, and receive support from the 
Welfare Office from the Jewish Culture Community with food stamps and 

clothing. 
Since December 1, 37 I accept orders for the delivery of lemonades for 

the company Richard Kreiler. I receive a commission of 1 Pfennig for each 

bottle. The company itself makes the delivery. 
Munich, February 15, 1938. 

Signed: Leopold Guggenheimer 

  

Unfortunately the circle closes with the destiny of Leopold Guggenheimer, 
connected at the beginning with his older brother. He was deported as 

well. The destination of his deportation was Kaunas, where he was 
murdered on November 25, 1941. 
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305 
 

The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

HANAUER, Babette, 

Pauline and 

NÖRDLINGER, Hermann  
49 Kapellenstrasse  

 

Translated by: Peter Ritz 

KARL NEIDLINGER  

 

 

 Pauline Nördlinger, née Einstein, born on May 25, 1868 in 

 Laupheim,  died on December 12, 1940 in Laupheim. Widow of 
 Ludwig Nördlinger, Farmer, born on May 23,1863, died on 

 October 30, 1932 in Laupheim]. 

 – Benno, born on November 8, 1895,  

 – Julia, married name Berrnheim, born on July 12,1898,  

 - Hermann, born on November 6, 1901, married on August 25, 
 1938 to Irmgard Bodländer, afterwards move to Gross Breesen 

 (Brandenburg). 

 Widdow Sister from Ludwig Nördlinger: Babette Hanauer, née 
 Nördlinger, born on December 3, 1864, died on July 10,1936 in 

 Laupheim. Daughter: Julia Hanauer, born on August 1, 1891 in 
 Esslingen. 

  

  

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/68%20NOERDLINGER%20Pauline%20und%20Hermann.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/65%20NOERDLINGER%20Benno.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/65%20NOERDLINGER%20Benno.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/66%20NOERDLINGER%20Juliua.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/66%20NOERDLINGER%20Juliua.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/66%20NOERDLINGER%20Juliua.htm
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This photo from the archives of Ernst Schäll –both original and telling, 
poses some questions. Gretel Gideon has noted some names on the 

reverse but she was not sure – despite her good memory - whether the 
adult was Julius or Ludwig Nördlinger. That seems comprehensible as both 

were cousins, both were farmers and cattle traders and their properties 
were both in Kapellenstrasse. 

This photo must have been taken in the courtyard of Kapellenstrasse 49 

around 1903/1904, the portrayed owner of the goats and carriage is 
“economist” Ludwig Nördlinger. For according to the painted writing on the 

sturdy-looking children’s carriage, and only to be discerned by using a 
magnifying glass, is “Benno” the name of his eldest son. Benno is most 

likely standing next to his father and dressed in similar clothes.  

He looks very important, is well aware of his importance as owner of the 

carriage and eldest son and looks with his adult clothes much older than 
eight or nine years. The most definite name can be attributed to the 

youngest on the coachman's seat: There is Hermann Nördlinger, three 
years old, with the reins and a stick in his hands. He looks the same on 

the school  
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In the center: Julia and 
Hermann Nördlinger pupils 

of the Israelite Volksschule,  

On the left: Fredel (Frida) 

Nathan, on the right: 
Gretel Gideon, in 1909 

(photo: Leo-Baeck-Inst. 
NY) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His elder sister Julia, born in 1898, three years older than him, is almost 

certainly sitting behind him facing the photographer. The girl in the middle 
of the three girls, with glasses and fair curls, is, according to Gretel 

Gideon, Julie Hanauer, a cousin of the Nördlinger children. Julia's mother, 
Babette Hanauer, née Nördlinger, was married to Samuel Hanauer in 

Esslingen and after his death in 1893 moved back to Laupheim where she 

found accommodation in her brother's house. Julie Hanauer would have 
been twelve years old in 1903, which sounds likely. 

 

The third girl, ten years old, is correctly named as Johanna Heimann. 

Johanna Heimann had moved to Laupheim only one or two years 
beforehand. Her mother Jeanette, called Jenny, was, by birth, a Steiner, a 

former neighbor of the Nördlinger family and married to Julius Heimann in 
Kaiserslautern. After the death of her husband in 1901 she moved with 

her daughter to Laupheim again and lived in rent in Ulmer Strasse 28/1 

(today No 29). Jenny Heimann died on July 21, 1934 at the age of 64 and 
is buried in Laupheim. After that her daughter, who had lived with her 

mother, moved to Freiburg on November 1, 1934. 

  

The two older boys on the cart are, according to Gretel Gideon, Hugo 
Höchstetter and Julius Einstein, which can be proved by comparing several 

photos in this book. Both lived in Kapellenstrasse, a bit further down. 
However: In 1903 both, born in 1887, would have been 16 years old. 
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According to present-day opinion, sixteen-year-olds do not look like that 
and they would also not join little children in a cart to go for a ride. 

That photo is proof of how far and fast puberty has moved to an earlier 

age. Then it shows how strongly Jewish families stuck together and with 
what natural solidarity single widows and their children were supported 

and integrated into entire families. 

 

But above all one can see what attention and care was given to the 

children. Ludwig Nördlinger certainly was not a particularly rich farmer. 
But he allowed himself the “luxury“ of a children's toy that gave them, 

especially his oldest son, a visible feeling of self-confidence and pride. 
Benno was so grateful for this that he became the image of his father as a 

child, ready to follow in his footsteps.  

 

Benno's and Julia's further development has been described in other 

essays before. It was rather the youngest, Hermann, who was to follow in 
his father's footsteps. He seems to have taken up a training in agriculture 

after school and later worked as a farmer and cattle trader. His name can 
be found in the “Results of a Price Competition” of carried out at the 

„Landwirtschaftliches Bezirksfest“ (Agricultural District Festival) which was 
to be found on many pages in the local newspaper. In the showjumping 

event in class A he came in seventh. The district agricultural festivals were 
major events with parades, different competitions, awarding of 

agricultural products and such, where the whole district met every few 
years. 

  

Ludwig Nördlinger died in October 1932 at the age of 67. In the 
“Gemeindezeitung für das jüdische Württemberg” (The communal 

newspaper for Jewish Württemberg) of December 1, 1932 there was an 
obituary that said among other things: 

„Laupheim. On November 2 a commendable member of our community, 

farmer Ludwig Nördlinger was buried. The extraordinarily numerous 
participation at his burial showed how much the deceased enjoyed a 

general esteem. The coffin lay out in state at the synagogue. There was 
not enough room for all those who wanted to honor the deceased. The 

synagogue choir sang a last song for their trustworthy fellow member and 

religious instruction teacher Kahn honored the outstanding qualities of the 
deceased in a funeral speech. For the synagogue choir Jacob Adler then 

uttered cordial words of thanks and appreciation for the loyal singer who, 
for decades, had contributed his energy to the glorification of the services. 

For the “Verein Talmud Thora” Fritz Hofheimer spoke in a moving fashion 
and thanked him for his exemplary long-lasting activity as first chairman.“ 
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The National Socialist period 
Why Hermann Nördinger, from 1936 to the summer of 1938, was in 
Sorgau (Niederlausitz), where he worked as an “agricultural foreman”, is 

not clear. But probably he got to know his later wife Irmgard Bodländer 
there, for she came from Breslau. From July 1938 both lived again in 

Laupheim and there they married on August 8, 1938. A few days later the 
couple moved to Gross Breesen (Brandenburg). And if the J. Bergmann 

Estate had not included the printed obituary of Hermann Nördlinger of 
1983, their traces would have been lost. 

  

 

(John-Bergmann Estate, Reel 1, Box 2) 

  

Thus it is clear that they managed to emigrate the US – not to Israel but 

to the US although Hermann Nördlinger also was a member of the 
Zionistischen Vereinigung für Deutschland (Zionist Association for 
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Germany) and although he would have been welcomed there as a trained 
farmer.  

  

Mother Pauline, left behind alone, had to move to the Rabbinat like all the 

others and to live there in degrading and cramped conditions. 

Nevertheless, she radiates optimism and good mood in all the photos in 

which she can be seen. This was certainly helpful for all the others there. 
She was spared deportation by a merciful fate . She died on December 4, 

1940 and was buried beside her husband in the Laupheim cemetery. 

  

 

Pauline Nördlinger (to the right) as inhabitant of the Jewish Old People's 

Home  
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

HEILBRONNER, 

Bertha and Eva 
2 Judenberg , 36 Radstrasse  

 

Translated by: Katja Sonnen 
Supervisor: Dr. Robynne, Flynn-Diez, 

Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  
Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

  

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT 

 

 Bertha Heilbronner, born January 19, 1877, in Laupheim,  
 deported to Theresienstadt August 8, 1942, deported to and killed in 

 the concentration camp Treblinka September 26,1942 

 [Simon Heilbronner, born February 29, 1868, in Laupheim and died 

 June 15, 1926, in Laupheim] 

 Eva Heilbronner, maiden name Stern, born October 16, 1875, in 
 Laupheim, died February 28, 1937, in Laupheim 

 [- Selmar Heilbronner, born September 26, 1897 in Laupheim   

- Willy Heilbronner, born August 28, 1898, in Laupheim, OO 

 Minna Goldsmith, born April 16, 1901 in Hersfeld  

 
         -    Kurt Jakob Heilbronner, born April 2, 1926]  
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The two representatives of 
the Heilbronner family, 

Bertha and Eva, are 
closely related to the 

siblings Alfred Erlebacher 
and Bella Levy. Bertha 

Heilbronner was the aunt 
of the siblings as she was 

the younger sister of their 
mother Pauline Erlebacher, 

maiden name Heilbronner. 

Eva Heilbronner, maiden 
name Stein, was the 

widow of Bertha 
Heilbronner's cousin.  

  

 

 

 

 

Bertha Heilbronner 

Bertha Heilbronner was born as the tenth of eleven children of Emanuel 

and Louise Heilbronner, maiden name Rosengart, January 19, 1877, and 
grew up in Laupheim. Just like her siblings and contemporaries, she went 

to the Jewish primary school in Laupheim. Their teacher was Ascher. A 
picture of 46 Jewish children, taken at the school in 1884, shows Bertha in 

the fourth row between Flora and Emma Bergmann. It is the only 

remaining document of her life, about which hardly anything else is 
known.  

She never married and until she was forcibly relocated and deported, she 

lived in her parents’ house, which she shared later with her nephew Alfred 
Erlebacher until he immigrated to the US in October 1937. He sold the 

house at 26 Judenberg to the carter Theobald Lemmermeyer in the same 
year. Since Bertha Heilbronner continued to live there, it is probable that 

she had been granted a special right of residence in the contract. After 
Alfred’s emigration, she maintained written correspondence with her 

nephew. One of her last postcards to him dates back to July 9, 1941. 

Shortly after, in October 1941, 75-year-old Bertha Heilbronner was forced 
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to relocate to a very shabby 
barrack in Wendelinsgrube 

because the city of Laupheim had 
issued the removal of all Jewish 

citizens from their homes. In a 
letter from June 15, 1942, Lina 

Wertheimer from the Jewish 
retirement home of Laupheim 

wrote to Emma and Gretel Gideon 
in Winterthur: "It’s only good that 

Liesel (referring to Elise 

Friedberger, maiden name 
Loewenthal) is so close to Bertha 

Heilbronner, and also to the few 
other neighbors, they stick 

together." In their need and 
desperation this was all the 

comfort they had left. On August 
19, 1942, during the fourth and last deportation, the remaining 43 Jewish 

men and women were carted off from the Jewish retirement home at 2 
Judenberg and the barracks at Wendelinsgrube. Bertha Heilbronner was 

one of them. Via the mass camp on the Killesberg in Stuttgart, the Nazis 
deported her to Theresienstadt, where she arrived August 23, 1942. The 

city Adolf Hitler had ostensibly given to the Jews to demonstrate his mercy 
was actually an overcrowded ghetto, in which at first mainly Jews from 

Boehmen and Maehren were concentrated and which later housed 

especially elderly Jews from German and Austrian cities. For already 75-
year-old Bertha Heilbronner and 20 others of the people deported from 

Laupheim, Theresienstadt became a transit camp on the way to the 
extermination camps in the east. On September 26, 1942, Bertha 

Heilbronner was transported to the concentration camp Treblinka, where 
she was led straight from the train station to the shower rooms (gas 

chambers) for "disinfection", and murdered.  

Eva Heilbronner 

Eva, called Emma by everyone, was the daughter of David and Rosalie 
Stern, maiden name Stern. She was born October 16, 1875, in Laupheim, 

where she grew up and also met her husband Simon Heilbronner. The 
couple married on August 11, 1896, and in the following year, their son 

Selmar was born in Laupheim, followed hardly a year later by their second 

son, Willy. Just as their parents, both sons grew up within the Jewish 
community. The family lived on 36 Radstrasse, in the house in which Eva 

Heilbronner had been raised. Simon’s profession was listed as 
"Tradesman". However, it has proved impossible to find out in which field 

of trade he worked.  
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A picture taken at Laupheim´s Israelite grammar school in 1904 shows 

teacher Haymann with 45 Jewish girls and boys,  including Selmar. His 
brother Willy can be found on a picture of students from Laupheim´s 

Latein- und Realschule (secondary school) from the year 1909/10. He and 
his brother looked very much alike.  

 
Just after the end of their schooldays, after which both completed 

commercial apprenticeships, World War One started. Selmar was only just 
19 years old when he enlisted in the 123rd grenadiers corps in Ulm, on 

August 21, 1916, and was deployed to the western frontlines. His younger 

brother Willy enlisted in the second additional field artillery regiment 
number 13 on December 1, 1916, to fight at the western front, too, as a 

gunner. On August 8, 1918, he was hit by a grenade splinter and 
wounded badly. He was awarded the second class Iron Cross and the 

Badge of the Wounded. Both of the brothers probably returned to 
Laupheim after the First World War, but left their hometown again soon 

afterwards. It has proved impossible to determine the exact time of their 
departure and their later residence. 

 

 

Jewish primary school 1904: Hermann 
Obernauer, Selmar Heilbronner, Julius 

Bernheim (from the left). 

Latein- und Realschule 1909/10: 

Leopold Bernheimer, Willy 
Heilbronner, Helmut Steiner (from 

the left). 

 
Thanks to a genealogy of the former Jewish community by John 

Bergmann, it is known that Selmar Heilbronner never married, while Willy 

Heilbronner married Minna Goldschmidt from Hersfeld on March 1, 1925, 
and their son Kurt Jakob Heilbronner was born April 2, 1926. About Kurt, 

it is known that on May 13, 1952, he married Elisabeth Sael, who had 
been born as Elisabeth Aufsesser December 27, 1931 in Nürnberg-Sebald. 

The couple has two sons, Soram Simon, born February 4, 1954, in 
Givataim, Israel, and Dan Josef Heilbronner, born January 26, 1960, in 

New York.  
 

After Selmar and Willy had left, their parents Eva and Simon Heilbronner 
remained in Laupheim, where Simon passed away on June 15, 1926. After 
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the time of the Weimar Republic, his wife, who was seven years younger 
than him, also had to witness the early years of the Nazi government, 

with which came the segregation and discrimination of the Jewish 
population. Eva Heilbronner passed away February 28, 1937, in Laupheim 

at the age of 62 and was buried on the Jewish cemetery, just as her 
husband Simon. The house on 36 Radstrasse was sold to Franz Josef Russ 

by Eva’s heirs, Selmar and Willy Heilbronner, on Mai 12, 1938. 
  

Sources:  

Adress- und Geschaefts-Handbuch für die Oberamtstadt und die 

Bezirksgemeinden Laupheim 1925. Braun, Josef: Alt-Laupheimer 
Bilderbogen. Bd. 1. Weissenhorn 1985.  

(eng: Address and business handbook for the Oberamtsstadt and the 

county community Laupheim 1925. Braun, Josef: Old- Laupheims 
illustrated broadsheet. Volume 1. Weissenhorn 1985.) 

Hecht, Cornelia; Koehlerschmidt, Antje: Die Deportation der Juden aus 
Laupheim. Laupheim 2004. Huettenmeister, Nathanja: Der Juedische 

Friedhof Laupheim. Laupheim 1998. 

(eng: Hecht, Cornelia; Koehlerschmidt Antje: The deportation of Jews 
from Laupheim. Laupheim 2004. Huettenmeister Nathanja: The Jewish 

cemetery in Laupheim. Laupheim 1998)  
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Update: 

 

 

Emanuel Bronner 
(1908-1997)  

Emanuel Bronner was a 
pioneer of natural 

cosmetics. Coming from a 
traditional German soap 

maker family, he founded 
Dr. Bronner’s Magic Soaps 

in 1948. While the 

business remained small 
in terms of turnover and 

profits, its liquid 
peppermint soap was one 

of the first all-natural 
products available on the 

post-World War II 
American market. 

Introduction  

 

Emanuel Bronner (born 
February 1, 1908, in 

Heilbronn; died March 7, 
1997, in Escondido, CA) was 

a pioneer of natural 
cosmetics.[1] Coming from a 

traditional German soap maker family, he founded Dr. Bronner’s Magic 

Homepage der Firma 

Dr. Bronners 

 

Dr. Bronner´s All-One Magic 

Homepage of Dr. 

Bronner´s 

Familien und 

Firmengeschichte 

https://www.drbronner.com/our-

story/timeline/  

Timeline 

Homepage der 

deutschen 

Firmenzentrale 

 

Homepage of Dr. 

Bronner´s of 

Germany 

Video zum 150. 

Firmenjubiläum 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFbT04u

cAug&feature=youtu.be 

Video from Dr. 

Bronner`s 150 

Year of 

Soapmaking 

http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn1
http://www.drbronner.com/
https://www.drbronner.com/our-story/timeline/
https://www.drbronner.com/our-story/timeline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFbT04ucAug&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFbT04ucAug&feature=youtu.be
http://www.drbronner.de/
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Soaps in 1948. While the business remained small in terms of 
turnover and profits, its liquid peppermint soap was one of the 

first all-natural products available on the post-World War 
II American market. Bronner, while a trained chemist, 

insisted that his product contained all natural ingredients. 
From the late 1960s Dr. Bronner’s soap slowly developed 

into a well-respected brand that was particularly popular 
with the American counterculture movement and other 

politically active groups.  

Emanuel Bronner, however, did not consider himself 

primarily a businessman. Instead, he saw his calling in 
political, pacifist, and religious activism. Born into a 

Jewish-orthodox family, he developed his own religious 
thinking, combining beliefs and moral dogmata of different 

world religions into his very own and highly peculiar “Moral 
ABC.” Every bottle of soap he sold had a label displaying a 

variety of short religious and ethical statements as well as 
other non-religious thoughts and ideas designed to inspire 

his customers and promote his world peace plan. His 
children and grandchildren, while pursuing different goals 

than the company’s founder, have carried on this tradition 

of political activism and use the Dr. Bronner’s company to probe 
new forms of social, ethical, and ecologically sustainable business. 

Family and Ethnic Background  

Emanuel Bronner was born as Emil Heilbronner into an orthodox German-
Jewish family in Heilbronn on February 1, 1908. His father, Berthold 

Heilbronner (born 1872, died 1942), was a traditional soap maker. His 
mother, Franziska Heilbronner, née Rosenstein (born 1882, died 1944), 

came from an affluent business family.[2] Emanuel had three sisters: 
Luise (born 1912, died 1999), Lotte (born 1916, died 2009) and Helene 

Gertrud, who died at only nine months of age in 1917.[3] 

Emanuel’s family had been in the soap-making business for at least two 
previous generations. His grandfather, who was also called Emanuel (born 

1833, died 1903), owned a soap-making business in Laupheim, a small 
town one hundred miles south of Heilbronn.[4] After his death in 1903 his 

son-in-law Abraham Erlebacher, husband of his oldest daughter Pauline, 

continued the Laupheim family firm, which was still in business after 
World War I as “Emanuel Heilbronner Seifensiederei Inhaber Abraham 

Erlebacher.”[5] 

In the meantime, three of the founder’s twelve children—his sons 
Sigmund, Berthold, and Karl—started a new soap-making company in 

Heilbronn around 1922.[6] The three brothers managed the company 
jointly. Sigmund, who was the only one of the three brothers with a higher 

education, supervised the technical and strategic development of the 

http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/image.php?rec=657&entry=134
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/image.php?rec=657&entry=134
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn2
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn3
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn4
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/image.php?rec=658&entry=134
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/image.php?rec=658&entry=134
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn5
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn6
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company. The youngest brother Karl had significant practical experience in 
soap manufacturing. He had visited the United States during adolescence, 

where he familiarized himself with the innovative process of 
manufacturing liquid soap. Emanuel’s father Berthold, who had learned as 

an apprentice at his uncle’s company in Munich, was in charge of 
bookkeeping.[7] The company started as a partnership under the name of 

“Heilbronner und Cie.” and was later reorganized as a joint stock company 
called “Madaform AG,” manufacturer of the “Madaform Lanolin Seife,” a 

kind of wool wax soap.[8] Emanuel Bronner learned the soap-making 
business in the family company with his father and as an apprentice with 

his uncle’s firm in Laupheim. He attended the guild system trade school 

and received his soap-making master certificate.[9] 

 

Family Picture of the Heilbronners, ca. 1920   

Emanuel’s family was religious, fairly well integrated into German society 

and politically active. His father Berthold was a member of the German 
Democratic Party (Deutsche Demokratische Partei), a social liberal party 

of the Weimar Republic. Having lived in Germany his entire life, he was 
deeply enmeshed in German culture and society. While Berthold practiced 

Judaism, he strictly opposed Zionism as the answer to Jewish 
discrimination in Europe.[10] This was an ongoing conflict between 

Berthold and his son Emanuel, who believed in more radical responses to 
anti-Semitic discrimination.[11] Looking back at his years in Germany, 

Emanuel later repeatedly recounted an episode from his childhood: When 
he was five years old and other children invited him to play with them, 

they ganged up on him and poured a five-gallon pail of urine on his head 
while calling him a “damn Jew.” According to the story, he ran back home 

and asked his mother, “Jude, Jew, what is that?”[12] Threatened by the 

rising anti-Semitism in Germany and tired of the conflict-riddled 

http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn7
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/document.php?rec=228&entry=134
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/image.php?rec=663&entry=134
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn8
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn9
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn10
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn11
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn12
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relationship with his autocratic father, Emanuel left for the United States 
in 1929.  

 
The Heilbronner Family during the Nazi Regime 
 
While Emanuel was beginning a new life in the United States, the situation 

in Germany deteriorated for the Heilbronner family. Emanuel’s sisters both 
decided to leave Germany in the 1930s after the Nazis seized power. Lotte 

immigrated to Palestine in 1936 and Luise followed her brother to the 
United States in 1938.[13] The Heilbronner family made a strong effort to 

help all family members flee Germany. Emanuel’s uncle Karl, co-owner of 

the Madaform company, emigrated to the United States in 1936.[14] 
Emanuel’s cousin Alfred Erlebacher, son of his father’s older sister Pauline, 

his wife Rosa, and their son Albert left for Milwaukee in October 1937, 
where Emanuel was living at the time.[15] Emanuel’s parents, however, 

decided to stay in Germany despite their children’s repeated pleas—during 
a vacation in Switzerland in 1938, for example—to flee. Like many 

Germans of Jewish faith, they believed that the Nazi regime would not last 
and that they would eventually return to having a normal life.[16] 

During the night of November 9, 1938, which became known as the Night 
of Broken Glass (Reichskristallnacht), Jewish community buildings and 

synagogues all over Germany were destroyed and many Jews arrested. 
Shortly afterwards, a law was passed stipulating that German Jews would 

have to pay for the damages incurred during that night. All Jewish 
taxpayers with assets higher than 5,000 reichsmark (approximately 

$31,400 in 2010 USD) were forced to pay 20 percent of their income by 
August 1939.[17] The Heilbronners had to cope with this financial burden 

in addition to the obstacles posed to Jewish businesspeople, who were 
largely excluded from German economic life and who saw their businesses 

being boycotted. As of January 1, 1939, Jews were officially forbidden to 
own retail stores and to sell merchandise under the “Decree on the 

Exclusion of Jews from German Economic Life” (Verordnung zur 
Ausschaltung der Juden aus dem deutschen Wirtschaftsleben).[18] 

Approximately at the same time, on May 4, 1939, Berthold’s older brother 
and Madaform co-owner Sigmund died, and with his younger brother’s 

emigration a few years earlier, Berthold was left as the sole owner of the 

company. 

During the following months, Berthold, like many other Jewish 
businesspeople, became the victim of Aryanization. Jewish business 

owners were forced to sell their companies to “Aryan” businessmen at 
prices far below market value or their property was confiscated by the 

state and transferred to German ownership.[19] Berthold Heilbronner had 
to sell his company to Dr. H. Bauder who became the new owner of 

Madaform in the summer of 1939.[20]  

Under immense pressure, Emanuel’s parents eventually took the difficult 

decision to leave for the United States in 1941. Emanuel’s sister Luise paid 

http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn13
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn14
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn15
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn16
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn17
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn18
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/document.php?rec=481&entry=134
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn19
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/document.php?rec=480&entry=134
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/image.php?rec=659&entry=134
http://immigrantentrepreneurship.org/entry.php?rec=134#_edn20
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an unknown sum of money for the steamship passage and other 
transportation costs to the Transmigration Bureau to enable her parents’ 

emigration. The Transmigration Bureau was a non-profit service agency 
established in New York City in 1940 by the American Jewish Joint 

Distribution Committee to organize the emigration of Jews.[21] Emanuel’s 
parents received the necessary documents on December 5, 1941, but 

never got a chance to embark on their journey.[22] Only a few months 
later, Berthold and Franziska Heilbronner as well as Berthold’s sister-in-

law Friederike, the wife of the late Sigmund, were deported to 
concentration camps on March 31, 1942. Friederike and Berthold were 

taken to Theresienstadt, where they both died shortly after their arrival. 

The death certificates list “pneumonia” (Berthold) and “enteritis,” an 
inflammation of the small intestine (Friederike), as the causes of 

death.[23] Franziska Heilbronner was deported to Auschwitz, where she 
was killed on May 16, 1944, at the age of sixty-two.[24] In a page of 

testimony submitted by her daughter in 1999 to Yad Vashem, a center for 
research, education, documentation and commemoration of the Holocaust, 

the circumstances of her death were described as “Gas!”[25] 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

HENLE, Sofie,  
Sammellager Dellmensingen 

  

Translated by: Sabine Neumaier 

Supervisor: Renee Remy, M.A. Deutsche Linguistik 

Staatlich geprüfte Übersetzerin für Englisch und Technik 

Fremdspracheninstitut der Landeshauptstadt München 

  

ROLF EMMERICH 

 
 Sofie Henle, born  December 16, 1856 in Laupheim, died  July 
 27,1942 in Dellmensingen assembly camp 
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Sofie was born as the eighth of eleven children 
of Elkan Henle, a master carpenter, and his 

wife Klara (née Adler). She was the only 
child of the family who would be buried at 

the Jewish cemetery in Laupheim. On the 
gravestone, which was not put up until 

the year 1945, the family name Henle is 
mistakenly spelt "Hänle". In 1984, after 

her father's death, Sofie and her mother 
moved to Neu-Ulm where her older 

brothers Jakob and Berthold already 

lived. Evidently, Sofie Henle remained 
unmarried.  

In the photograph, you can see Sofie at 

the far left.  
In old age, she was brought from Neu-Ulm 

to a nursing home in Heggbach. In 1941, she 
was taken to the Jewish nursing home (formerly 

the rabbinate) in Laupheim. At the beginning of 
1942, she was apparently transferred further to the 

detention camp in former Dellmensingen Castle. The castle had to be 

leased by the Jewish Religious Community of Württemberg beforehand. 
One hundred twenty people from all over Württemberg were to be 

quartered there, however, in practice it turned into a crammed transit 
camp for the concentration camps with abominable hygienic conditions. 

Low-quality food was only available in small amounts and medical care 
was not available at all.  
On 27 July 1942, Sofie Henle died in Dellmensingen and was buried at the 
Jewish cemetery in Laupheim (grave S 30/6). Thereby, she narrowly 

escaped the last deportation from Laupheim on 19 August 1942.  
 

The photo montage of 1890 (next page) shows the Henle children, partly 
with their spouses, grandparents and parents. One of the brothers, Moritz 

Henle, a cantor and composer in Hamburg, had the picture taken. He can 
be seen at the right edge of the picture together with his wife Lina 

Franziska and their two children Alwin and Paul. 
  

At this point in time, Sofie Henle, twelfth from right (on the left, at the 
table in the centre of the picture), still lived in Laupheim together with her 

parents. The other siblings had, for the most part, already moved to the 
USA, but also to Stuttgart, Nuremburg and Ulm/ Neu-Ulm. 
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Dellmensingen Castle (Foto: K. Neidlinger) 
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Dellmensingen Castle: a forgotten crime 
scene of Nazi racial fanaticism 
 

Dellmensingen Castle, nowadays vacant and seemingly in need of 
restoration, was used for racial political aims of the Nazi state between 

1942 and 1945. 
 

In March 1942, a Jewish "old people's home" was set up there. About 120, 

mostly older Jewish people from all over Württemberg were involuntarily 

quartered there. The state had taken away these people's homes and then 
quartered them in frequently changing collective centres. Their traces 

were to be covered and their last trips to extermination camps in the East 
were to be camouflaged. 
 

The Jewish old people's home in Dellmensingen existed merely five 
months: On 19 August 1942, all occupants were brought to a collection 

camp on the Killesberg in Stuttgart and three days later to the 
Theresienstadt concentration camp. Already in March 1942, three of the 

people living in the old people's home were deported to the Izbica 
concentration camp in Poland. None of them returned after the war.  
Eighteen people died during their stay in Dellmensingen. They were buried 
at the Jewish cemetery in Laupheim, however, gravestones set up not set 

up for them until the end of the war. Sofie Henle is among those people: 

She was the only one of all the Henle children to go on this last journey 
back to her birthplace, Laupheim. 
 

From autumn 1942 on, 23 Slovenian families, which had been classified 
by the SS as "capable of being Germanised", were brought to the once 

again vacant Dellmensingen Castle. 
 

To begin with, the children received German lessons and were then taught 

at primary school in Dellmensingen. The fathers worked mostly for the 
Magirus GmbH in Ulm. These families were not in Germany by their own 

free will but rather had been deported for racial-political reasons, so in 
July 1945 all of them returned to their native country. 
(source: Dorfchronik Dellmensingen) 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

HEUMANN, Hirsch,  
  

Translated by: Peter Ritz 

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

 

    

Hirsch Heumann.            Lotte Nathan. 

A spezial mentioning and portrait should be attributed to the two common 
ancestors namely the married couple Hirsch Neumann and his wife Lotte 

Nathan. 

While the husband originated from Wallerstein and later was active in 

Laupheim as tradesman, local councillor and chairman of the Jewish 
community, Lotte came from one of the oldest Jewish families. The first 

Schutzbrief (letter of protection) from 1734 which was achieved by 
Damian Karl Freiherr von Welden from the court of Vienna to settle Jews 

in Laupheim, allowed 20 Jews to stay for twenty years in Laupheim. 
Among the documented names of these 20 Laupheim Jews Alexander 

Nathan from Illereichen is to be found who might have been Lotte’s 
grandfather. The grave of her father Alexander Hirsch Nathan, who lived 

from November 13, 1767 until November 16, 1835 is one of the oldest on 

the Jewish cemetery in Laupheim. Lotte’s mother Fanny, born February 
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23, 1772 and died July 29, 1854 was a born Heumann who came from 
Wallerstein Bavaria like Hirsch Heumann. 

Every now and then there are parallels in the Heumann family as well as 

in other Jewish Laupheim families in the local or family origin of the 
spouses, a fact that can be explained by the fact that there was marriage 

among the small Jewish communities and existing relations have 

contritbuted to the fact that these relations have contributed to the fact 
that when visiting or being present at family festitivies there was contact 

among the younger generation. 

Thus three of the seven children of Hirsch and Lotte Heumann married 
members of the Nathan family.  

 Overview: The family Hirsch Heumann 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

HEUMANN, Bertha,  

17 Kapellenstrasse 

 

Translated by: Theresa Klecker, Milen Ido, Sarah Hieber, Melany Vogel, 
Andrea Kraemer, Da Hye Oh 

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn Diez, 
Ruprecht Karls Universität Heidelberg,  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

DR. ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

 
 [Beno Heumann, born February 27, 1856 in Laupheim, Germany, 

 died June 26, 1932 in Laupheim], OO Bertha Heumann, née 

 Heumann, born July 23, 1861 in Laupheim, Germany, died 
 February 24, 1939 in Wil, Switzerland. 

  
 Richard Heumann, born September 30, 1885 in Laupheim, 

 Germany, murdered September 5, 1942 in Auschwitz, Germany. OO 
 Luise Einstein, born February 18, 1894 in Laupheim, Germany, 

 died November 21, 1982 in Cincinnati, Ohio, USA. 
  

 Marianne Heumann, born August 13, 1920 in Laupheim, Germany, 
 died October 18, 1991 in Bonnieux, France. 

  
 Franz Benno Heumann, born March 5, 1927 in Ulm, died 2005. 

  
 [Marianne Heumann, born May 23, 1888 in Laupheim, Germany, 

 died July 11, 1965 in Wil, Switzerland], OO Eugen Brandenburger, 

 born February 27, 1884 in Wil, died June 25, 1956 in Wil, Austria]. 
  

 [Hedwig Heumann, born January 19, 1892 in Laupheim, Germany, 
 died November 24, 1988 in Cincinnati, Ohio, USA, OO Wilhelm 

 Westheimer, born April 5, 1888 in Erfurt, Germany, died April 5, 
 1961 in New York, USA].  
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The biography of this branch of the Heumann family stands out among the 
many other stories recorded in this book of Jews from Laupheim as 

particularly dramatic and tragic. During the first nationwide anti Semitic, 
hate campaign on April 1, 1933, the Nazis made an example of Richard 

Heumann in Laupheim by forcing him to resign from his position as 
director of the Gewerbebank2. Consequently, his family fled to Paris, 

where French authorities arrested Richard Heumann as an alleged 
collaborator with Germany after a Nazi attack on France. Ultimately, he 

was captured by Nazis, deported to the Auschwitz concentration camp and 
murdered there. Franz Heumann, his son, who later changed his name to 

Frank Homan, wrote the “Memoirs 1927 to 1946”. We have him to thank 

for the preservation of countless details about the family’s exiled life in 
France, Richard Heumann’s letters from Camp de Gurs to relatives, as well 

as the perilous escape from France to Switzerland with the help of the 
French Resistance, so that we could retell their story in this 

commemorative book. 

The Family of Beno und Bertha Heumann 

The family’s story begins in Laupheim, where the extended Heumann 
family had been living for generations. The following information could be 

found about the 76 year old father of the family, Beno Heumann, who died 
June 26, 1932: 

“The banker Beno, also called Baruch, held many offices: Bankteller of the 
Gewerbebank in Laupheim, head of the Jewish community, council 

member, member of the ‘Laupheimer Werkzeugfabrik’3 supervisory board, 
founder and long term chairman of the local group and the ‘Central 

Verein’4 in Laupheim, authorized representative of Carl Lämmle in 
Laupheim, supervisor of socage, secretary and later head of the Jewish 

Superior Council, representative of the Broad Jewish Federal State 
Authority in the constituency 

of Ulm as well as member of 
the national church 

assembly from 1918 to 
1924.” 

 

(Hüttenmeister, Nathanja: 
Der Jüdische Friedhof. 

Laupheim 1998. Page 506) 

  

 

                                    
2 commercial bank 
3 tool factory 
4 Central Association 
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The range of these offices illustrates the natural coexistence of Christians 
and Jews in Laupheim. The city benefitted from their productive 

collaboration on an economic and local political level. However, the 
coexistence and collaboration would soon shatter, the consequences of 

which are evident just by looking at Beno Heumann’s grave in the Jewish 
Cemetery in Laupheim (plot No. 26/3). It was supposed to be the final 

resting place of both Bertha and Beno Heumann, who were married for 48 
years. The right side of the tombstone was meant for Bertha’s name, yet 

it remains blank because she had to leave her hometown Laupheim and 
flee from the Nazis to her daughter Marianne Brandenburger’s home in 

Switzerland. Bertha Heumann died on February 24, 1939, in Wil, Canton 

of St. Gallen, and was buried in Zurich. 

 
The family portrait below dates back to 1893 or 1894 and shows Beno and 

Bertha Heumann with their children Marianne (May 23, 1888), Hedwig 
(January 19, 1892) and Richard (September 30, 1885) (from left to right). 

  

 

The couple, who were also cousins, married on May 12, 1884. They both 
grew up in Laupheim, where their families were also deeply rooted. They 

were already part of the third 

generation of the Jewish 
Heumann family to reside in 

Laupheim and their children 
continued on this path. They 

most likely went to the local 
Jewish Volksschule5 and at 

least Richard Heumann was 
probably a student at the 

Realschule Laupheim6 before 
completing an apprenticeship 

to become a banker. In doing 
so, he followed in his father’s 

footsteps, who ran the family 
bank Bankhaus Heumann from 

their home at 17 

Kappellenstrasse. 

                                    
5 Primary school 
6 Secondary School  
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(“Laupheimer Verkündiger” April 15, 1915) 

As is the case with many women, there was little evidence to be found on 

the life and work of Bertha Heumann. However, she is known to have 

been treasurer of the Verband jüdischer Frauen für Kulturarbeit in 
Palästina.7  

 
Lotte Kwiatek, Hedwig Westheimer’s daughter, remembers her 

grandmother fondly: 
 

“Bertha was an intelligent and proactive woman. She was an enthusiastic 
stamp collector and held correspondence with people from all around the 

world, with whom she also traded stamps. Her collection was very 
impressive. She was also good at knitting and liked to play solitary.” 

(Email from Frank Homan to Antje Köhlerschmidt on July 7, 2004) 
 

                                    
7 Association of Jewish Women for Cultural Work in Palestine 
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Marianne Heumann was the couple’s first daughter to get married in 1911 

to Eugen Brandenburger from Wil, Switzerland. She then moved to 
Switzerland to settle down there with her husband. More than 20 years 

later, this decision would become the family’s lifeline. The picture above 
shows the cheerful couple in later years, after the war. 

Beno and Bertha’s only son Richard Heumann 
served in the infantry during World War I. He 

achieved a promotion to Sergeant even though 
this was very unusual for a German of Jewish 

faith. During the Battle of Verdun in 1916, he lost 
part of his left upper arm. The shrapnel could not 

be completely removed and the residual pieces 

caused him constant pain. Later, he underwent 
surgery again in Ulm, which was performed by his 

close friend Dr.Mendler. As the doctor also 
enjoyed painting, he made an oil painting of his 

friend, which can be seen below.  
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Richard, Hedwig and Marianne Heumann (left to right) 1918. 

On October 26, 1919, there was a double wedding in the Heumann house. 

Richard Heumann married Luise Einstein from Laupheim while his sister 
Hedwig Heumann married Wilhelm Westheimer, a merchant form 

Augsburg. Hedwig then left her hometown Laupheim, just as her older 
sister had done eight years before.  
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Richard and Luise Heumann 

According to the Adress und Geschäfts Handbuch für die Oberamtstadt 
und die Bezirksgemeinden Laupheim8, the couple lived at 41 

Kapellenstrasse, property of Simon H. Steiner. On August 13, 1920, their 
daughter Marianne, named after Richard’s sister, was born there. Their 

son Franz Benno was born in Ulm on March 4, 1927 (left picture below). 
Marianne went to the Jewish Volksschule in Laupheim and can be seen 

below with her father (right picture). 

   

Richard and Luise Heumann played an active part in the society of 
Laupheim and were highly committed to their community. Richard, for 

instance, was a member of the local Schützenmannschaft9 for many years 
and was honored along with many others in the seventh verse of the 

marching song composed by W. Pressmar in 1910: 

“Zwei Heumann und der Schwed' marschieren an der Tet.” 

He was treasurer of both the Freiwilligen Sanitätskolonne vom Roten 

Kreuz10 and the Verein für Heimatkunde11 for many years. He also made 
various donations to the local museum such as a wooden Madonna from 

the Baroque period in 1927. Luise participated in women’s gymnastics at 
the TSV12 for many years and as a bank director Richard was very 

committed to the new gymnasium construction project. He was part of the 

                                    
8 Address and business register of Laupheim 
9 Association for shooting as a sport 
10 Paramedic volunteer oft he Red Cross 
11 Association of local history 
12 Local gym and sports club 
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Turnhallebau Verein e. V. 192413, a committee founded by Jewish and 
Christian citizens for the construction of the gym, which managed to 

construct the Bühler Halle14 in 1927. 

 

Richard was already director of the Laupheimer Gewerbebank in König 

Wilhelm Strasse at the beginning of the Weimar Republic. He guided the 
bank through the turbulent years of the young democracy, overcoming 

the global economic crisis in 1929 and the peak of the hyperinflation. 
 

April 1, 1933 

On Saturday, April 1, 1933, SA15 officials were positioned in front of the 

Gewerbebank Laupheim in König Wilhelm Strasse as part of the Nazi’s 

appeal to boycott Jewish businesses, department stores, lawyers and 
doctors all over the German Reich. They put up a sign that read: “We 

demand the dismissal of the Jewish banker HEUMANN!”, which can be 
clearly seen in the picture on the next page beside the SA official. The 

events taking place on April 1, 1933, have now been reconstructed almost 
in their entirety and vividly demonstrate the massive hate and pressure 

the Nazis directed at a renowned Laupheim citizen using just the flimsiest 
of pretexts. At 2 pm that same afternoon, in absence of director 

Heumann, an ordinary meeting of both the executive and supervisory 
boards was convoked to discuss the Nazi’s demands. The committee 

agreed to request an explanation from the NSDAP before making a final 
decision concerning Richard Heumann’s dismissal.  

                                    
13 Registered Association  
14 Gym of Bühl 
15 Storm Department 
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The station commander of the Landjägerkorps16 in Laupheim reported to 
the Württembergisches Oberamt Laupheim17 on the same day:  

For this reason, Heumann was kept under guard this evening in the bank 
during the negotiations with the executive and supervisory boards of the 

Gewerbebank. At 5 pm, he was taken into protective custody and brought 
to the local, district court jail.  

(State archives of Sigmaringen, Wü 65/18 T5 A No. 143)  

 

Gewerbebank e.G.m.b.H. Laupheim in König Wilhelm Strasse on April 1, 

1933. 

(Picture: Archiv Günther Raff) 

The person who primarily pressed for the bank director’s so called 

“protective custody” was NSDAP district administrator and senior teacher 
Hörmann. He went to see the Chief of Police, Hohl, in the afternoon, 

presenting two phone calls by Richard Heumann as justification for the 
arrest. One of them was to Switzerland and one to a Mr. Friedland in 

Berlin, who was planning to move to Switzerland. According to Mr 
Hörmann, it was therefore risky to let him continue having access to the 

bank’s assets. By mutual agreement of Mr Hohl and Dr. Dill, Interior 

                                    
16 County police similar to the Gendarmerie 
17 Highest administrative unit in the state 
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Minister of Württemberg, Heumann was then taken into “protective 
custody”. 

In an article of the Laupheimer Verkündiger18 of April 4, 1933, Hörmann 

claims that the arrest of Richard Heumann was exclusively for private 
reasons. This was an obvious lie used intentionally to defame him and 

again flimsy pretexts were fabricated to extend Heumann’s arrest. Richard 

wrote a letter from the local prison to former lawyer Dr. Schmidt in Ulm 
on April 3, 1933, that exposed these pretexts: 

 
“I’ve only learned about the reasons for my arrest today, April 3, when 

they told me I will be released if I just tell them who came for the 
machine gun.”  

(Staatsarchiv Sigmaringen, Wü 65/18 T5 A No. 143) 
 

The machine gun was supposedly consigned to the Gewerbebank in 1919 
for the bank’s protection during the hyperinflation in the Weimar Republic 

and was returned in 1924. Richard Heumann could not remember having 
received or made out a receipt and was prepared to swear to this 

testimony even though it meant surrendering his passport to the police. 
That same day, he resigned from his position as director of the 

Gewerbebank.  

Richard’s wife Luise was not allowed to visit him until April 5. After two 
weeks of detention in the district court jail in Laupheim, Richard was 

finally released on April 14, 1933. The Württembergische Oberamt stated 
on April 11, 1933: 

“The reasons given for his arrest at that time have now become 
insubstantial and extending his protective custody can no longer be 

justified.” 
(Staatsarchiv Sigmaringen, Wü 65/18 T5 A No. 143) 

 
 

 
 

 

                                    
18

 Local newspaper of Laupheim 
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(“Nationale Rundschau” April 4, 1933) 

  

It can be assumed that the Nazis made an example of bank director 

Heumann, an established and renowned representative of the Jewish 
community in Laupheim, with two goals in mind: to intimidate and 

threaten Jewish citizens and to test the reaction of the Christian citizens in 
Laupheim. Just as in many other cities of Germany, there was no 

resistance against the April boycott in Laupheim.  

According to records of persons in protective custody by the 

Württembergische Oberamt, eleven persons from Laupheim and Rot were 

imprisoned in April 1933 besides Richard, who was the only Jewish 
inmate. Some of them had been arrested for minor offenses against the 
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SA and NSDAP or their politics and behavior. News of these arrests 
probably spread quickly and certainly succeeded in intimidating the 

Christian citizens of Laupheim. 

 

 

At the extraordinary general meeting of the Gewerbebank Laupheim on 

Monday, July 31, 1933, the chairman of the supervisory board 
Schreinerehrenobermeister Mann reported on the events of April 1 and 

voiced his opinion: 

“Despite repeated attempts of the supervisory board to convince 

Heumann to revoke his resignation, it was not possible to change his 
mind. In accordance with the contract, Heumann’s salary must continue to 

be paid until December 31. The chairman thanked the former director for 
his services in the name of the supervisory board and the assemblage and 

praised his achievements.” (Staatsarchiv Sigmaringen Wü 65/18 T5 A No. 
143). 
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Still in Laupheim 

After Richard’s family moved to the second floor of the bank building in 
König Wilhelm Strasse, he started working at a company called Simon H. 

Steiner GmbH, which traded hops and whose owners were close family 

friends. In 1933 and again in mid 1934, Christian family friends warned 
the Heumanns that Richard’s life was in danger, which is why the 

Heumann family started preparing for their emigration. 
 

On their way to exile 

On the evening of July 17, 1934, Luise, Richard and their son Franz 

packed a few belongings and went to Ulm, where they spent the night at 
Dr. Hugo Neuhaus’ place. The following day, they took a train to Zurich in 

Switzerland and stayed at the Pension Sternwarte at 37 Hochstrasse, 
which belonged to an uncle of Richard’s, Alexander Heumann. The family 

lived there for six months, but as immigrants could not receive a work 
permit in Switzerland, Richard travelled to France, Spain and England 

during this time in search of work or the opportunity to start a new 
company. With the support of Alexander Heumann and a few others, he 

finally managed to found a company in Paris that manufactured white 
collars (which were attached to the shirts separately back then). He sent 

his daughter Marianne to Paris as an Au Pair for a French family before the 
rest of the family relocated to France in January 1935. Her responsibilities 

included taking care of the family’s three young children, and in return, 
they supplied meals and housing for her. 

 

 

Paris: 1935 to 1939 
 

Once in Paris, the Heumann family moved into a small, furnished 
apartment at 92 Rue George Lardennois near the Bastille. It soon turned 

out that the white collar company could not employ everyone, and Richard 
was forced to leave the business. With the help of a family member, most 

likely Luise’s brother from Washington, Hugo Einstein, they purchased a 

small launderette called Blanchisserie POUR VOUS in rue d’Hauteville in 
the tenth arrondissement of Paris. The income from this small shop was 

enough to provide for the family for the next few years. After moving once 
more, the family rented an unfurnished apartment on the fifth floor across 

the street from their launderette. They furnished their new home with the 
furniture from Laupheim, as they had finally managed to have it shipped 

to Paris. Among the furniture were antiques and paintings Richard had 
once collected, which would later become their financial lifesaver. In 1935, 

when Franz was eight years old, his parents sent him to a summer camp 
by the Atlantic coast near St Nazaire. As no one else spoke German there, 

Franz had to learn to speak French, which he did almost fluently by the 
end of six weeks in camp. With the end of summer, he was enrolled in the 
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Ecole Communale de Garcons19 at 5 Rue Martel. In 1938, Franz managed 
to pass the entrance exam to the Lycée Montaigne20 in the Quartier Latin21 

with the help of his sister Marianne and private tutoring. 
 

    

 Luise and Richard Heumann in front of their launderette. 
 

                                    
19 Local elementary boy’s school 
20 University in Paris, still exists today 
21 Latin Quarter of Paris 



 

 

341 
 

 

Richard Heumann and Emanuel Einstein in Paris. 

  

1938 was also the year in which Luise’s father, Emanuel Einstein, left 
Laupheim, now under Nazi control, and came to Paris to live with his 

daughter’s family. He was already 73 years old by the time he moved, yet 
was always energetic and very active. His wife Mathilde Einstein (née 

Levi) had died on July 22, 1937, in Laupheim. 
 

Richard’s daughter Marianne also lived in their house at that time and 
worked as a tailor for a couturier. At the same time, she took care of all 

the office and secretarial duties of an import and export company founded 

in 1938 by her father Richard and another German refugee, Hans Salm. 
However, this company was never fully established due to the outbreak of 

World War II in 1939. 

In May 1939, Richard and his sisters Marianne Brandenburger and Hedwig 

Westheimer, as heirs of the family home at 17 Kapellenstrasse in 
Laupheim, sold it to a woman from Biberach called Rosa Fischbach. As a 

change in the political situation was not expected anytime soon, their 
decision could be considered the end of the Heumann family’s history in 

Laupheim. 

To grandfather Emanuel Einstein’s great joy, 13 year old Franz celebrated 

his bar mitzvah in 1940 in a synagogue in Paris. 
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Outbreak of World War II 

Following Germany’s attack on Poland on September 1, 1939, France 
demanded the retreat of the German army. Heedless of this, the German 

soldiers overtook the whole country within three weeks as agreed in the 

Secret Protocol of the Molotov Ribbentrop Pact. Until spring in 1940, 
France was in a state of deceptive peace, during which the French 

government swept their territory in search of “enemy foreigners” and 
brought them into custody at the Vel d’Hiver, a large stadium near Paris. 

Despite his status as a “stateless/former German”, Richard was 
considered a German citizen and ordered to go to the stadium, where he 

was detained for a long time in November 1939 together with thousands 
of other people. After signing a written oath in which he swore loyalty to 

France, Richard was released. But just six months later, in May 1940, he 
was ordered by French authorities to return to the Vel d’Hiver. 

Frank R. Homan alias Franz Heumann: 

“I remember going to the entrance of the Vel d’Hiver stadium with my 

father in May 1940. We took the metro, and he only had a small suitcase 
with him. That was the last time I saw him.” 

(Frank Homan: “Memoirs 1927 to 1946”, 

page 20) 

 

Busses in front of the Vel d’Hiver 
 

As the French were afraid of a so called 
“fifth column”, there were many arrests of 

mostly Jewish refugees from Germany. At 
this point, Hitler’s Germany had already 

attacked the Netherlands, Belgium and 
Luxemburg. France had to rely on the 

Maginot Line bordering Germany to defend 
their territory and the threat of an invasion 

through occupied Belgium was imminent. 
After Richard was arrested for the second 

time, the rest of his family continued living 

much as before, with Luise running the 
launderette and Franz going to school. When Germany finally invaded 

France in early June 1940, Paris was gripped by terror and fear. Ten 
million people fled south in a mass exodus, among them Luise and Franz 

Heumann and Emanuel Einstein. On June 10, 1940, they fled together 
with a friend called Hanna Vogel and her two children Hans and Walter in 

their car, though they still advanced very slowly in the overflowing streets 
of Paris. Just 25 kilometres south of Paris, near Versailles, the group was 

forced to leave the car behind because of a faulty battery and fuel 
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shortage. The six of them, aged 11 to 75, continued to flee on foot, 
travelling past Châteaudun, Blois and Romorantin to Selles sur Cher. 

Frank Homan recorded his first experience with war: 

“We heard the airplanes while we were crossing a small village just a few 
hundred feet behind a small convoy made up of fire trucks, some 

handcarts, and people on foot. It was a soft sound in the distance at first, 
but then it became 

louder and louder, 
followed by the over 

revved sound of the 
German 

Messerschmidt 
Sturzkampfbomber22 

called Stukas23 in a 
nosedive. Then we 

heard the sound of 

machine guns. We ran 
for the doorway of the 

nearest house. When 
we came back out, we 

saw people from the 
convoy, seemingly 

wounded and covered 
in blood, in urgent 

need of help. All this 
made a very strong 

impression on me and 
just as Hans and 

Walter Vogel, the 
other two boys with 

us, I thought this was 

no longer an 
interesting adventure. 

We were so scared!”  
(Frank Homan: 

“Memoirs 1927 to 
1946”, pages 25/26) 

 

Flight route from Paris to Selles sur Cher.  

(Frank Homan: “Memoirs 1927 to 1946”, page 44) 

                                    
22

 German dive fighter plane 
23

 Short for Sturzkampfbomber 
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Sleep was scarce during the nights, which they sometimes spent in the 
open, as the frightening noises of airplanes and bombs exploding in the 

distance kept them awake. In addition to a lack of sleep, the group was 
exhausted from their daily travels and lack of food. On June 16 or 17, 

they finally reached the outskirts of Selles sur Cher. When they found 
themselves in the midst of an artillery unit on motorcycles and trucks 

carrying armed soldiers, they realized in horror that they had ended up in 
the middle of a German Wehrmacht24 unit. Though the soldiers were not 

interested in unarmed civilians and appeared friendly, the two families 
continued traveling in constant fear that someone would ask for their 

identification and realize they were Jewish refugees from Germany. The 

group of six found accommodations in a French village in the house of 
family Courtas, who gave them not only a place to sleep, but also 

provisions and any other kind of support they needed. It was pure luck 
that the German troops did not invade that very village. On June 22, 

1940, Marshal Philippe Petain, the new head of the French government in 
exile, signed an armistice agreement with Hitler and fixed a demarcation 

line between occupied and unoccupied France. This line ran through Selles 
sur Cher, with the river Cher as its border. The families unfortunately 

ended up in the occupied territory. Hanna Vogel had found out by then 
that her husband Simon Vogel was staying at a camp in unoccupied 

France and with the help of the Courtas, she managed to cross the 
demarcation line with her two sons. After reuniting with husband and 

father Simon Vogel, they set off on a lifesaving flight to the USA over 
Spain and Portugal in 1940. Luise, Franz and Emanuel, however, now had 

to figure out what to do. They had no news of Richard and their financial 

situation was so poor, so after six weeks with the Courtas family, they 
finally decided to return to Paris. Their decision was also influenced by 

Jean Courtas, their host family’s son, who was a police inspector in Paris 
and sent them favorable reports from the capital that did not confirm a 

persecution of Jews there. In late July 1940, Jean Courtas picked up the 
Heumann family at the Paris train station and brought them back to their 

apartment, which was in the exact same state as they had left it in. 

  

 

 

 

 

 
                                    
24

 German Armed Forces 
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July 1940 to August 1942 

German occupation troops were now present on the streets of Paris and 
food, fuel and other resources had been rationed. Nevertheless, the 

returnees tried to continue living as they had before leaving. Luise 

Heumann reopened her small launderette and Franz went to the Lycée St 
Louis. Their lives played out without tribulations for the next few months, 

but the German army posed a constant threat and by 1941, Jewish people 
in France were no longer safe. In September, the family had to register as 

Juifs (Jews) and was forced to sew the well known yellow Star of David 
onto their sleeves shortly thereafter. They even had to display this star in 

the launderette’s front window so everyone would know it was owned by 
Jews. They also had to pay additional fees as owners of the launderette.  

During this time, Luise Heumann repeatedly tried to find out the fate of 
her husband from the Gestapo25. She was unsuccessful, but Richard 

himself managed to reestablish contact with his family through letters and 
told them what had happened to him: In May 1940, he had been 

transferred from the Stadium Vel d’Hiver to a camp in St Antoine near Albi 
(Tarn). He was able to leave the camp for a short time during which he 

met with the Vogel family in Oloron after they had fled across the 

demarcation line. Soon afterwards, Richard was deported to the infamous 
Camp de Gurs near the Pyrenees, where living conditions were inhumane. 

He was once again permitted to leave for a short while during which he 
lived with a Swiss family called Schmitz in Tambouret, Ecosse. Then 

unoccupied France’s Vichy government started cooperating with Nazi 
Germany and gathered all the registered Jewish foreigners as part of an 

agreement. They were prepared for deportation to Germany and Richard 
was once again arrested and imprisoned in the camp of Le Vernet. During 

his time in the camp, he established contact with his daughter Marianne in 
New York, the Brandenburger family in Wil, Switzerland, and of course 

with his family in Paris. 

Frank R. Homan alias Franz Heumann: 

„I have often wondered why my father never tried to flee to Switzerland 

or Spain during the time he was released and chose to live with the 
Schmitz family instead. There must have been several reasons for this, 

but the strongest reason was that he did not want to give up on us (his 
wife, son and father in law). I have now in my possession the letters he 

exchanged with his sister Hedwig Westheimer, who lived in New York at 
the time. They revealed his desperate attempts to procure a U.S. 

emigration visa and the necessary affidavits to move there. I am sure he 

believed, at least at first, that we could all be reunited in unoccupied 

                                    
25

 : abbreviation of Geheime Staatspolizei, official secret police of Nazi Germany and 

German-occupied Europe 
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France. He obviously received no warning of his pending deportation to 
Poland. My father had always been the optimist of the family.” 

(Frank Homan: “Memoirs 1927 to 1946”, page 44.) 

 

On July 15, 1942, Jean Courtas, the Paris police inspector the family had 
befriended, came to the launderette and warned Luise, Franz and Emanuel 

about an upcoming police raid. As far as he knew, it would be the next 
day and the targets for arrest were mainly Jewish men. Following his 

advice, they hid Franz in their landlady Madame Gaudineau’s home and on 
July 16, 1942, around 4 am, there was a knock on the Heumanns’ front 

door. French police officers were standing outside and unexpectedly asked 

for Luise. They told her to get dressed, gather some luggage and be ready 
to leave the house in one hour. Luise refused to follow such an unfounded 

order and explained to the police insistently that she was very ill. Madame 
Gaudineau and Madame Morin rushed over to help Luise in the ensuing 

dispute and accused the police of cruelty. The whole house was in an 
uproar and after extensive discussions, the police finally allowed Luise to 

stay at home if she could provide a doctor’s certificate attesting that she 
was fatally ill. Her doctor provided the document, but this incident made 

the Heumann family realize what was yet to come and nobody wanted to 
depend on luck to escape from such a situation again. They decided to ask 

Madame Morin to hide them in an empty apartment and help them 
prepare everything they would need to flee into the unoccupied part of 

France. This primarily meant money, 
false identifications and help to cross 

the demarcation line. To raise the 

money, they needed for the journey, 
they sold all of Richard’s antiques 

that were small and could easily be 
carried, as Franz did not want to 

draw attention when he went to sell 
them to the antiques dealer. While 

he did this, he did not wear his 
yellow star either. The items he sold 

included an unsigned copper 
engraving of Mary and her child from 

the 15th century, a dressing table of 
King Luis XV, and several small 

oriental carpets. Although it was a 
great personal sacrifice for Emanuel 

Einstein, he even sold his gold 

pocket watch, a wedding gift from 
his late wife. 

 
 

The occupied and free territories of France 
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The flight 

The family hid in the empty apartment for three weeks during which they 
packed their belongings into suitcases and procured false identification. 

Then they boarded a train to Bourges, which was close to the demarcation 

line, and stayed a night there in a small hotel. The next day, they illegally 
crossed the border between unoccupied and “free” France by foot. They 

walked all the way to a place called Dun sur Auron, from where they 
travelled to Bellac. They lived there for two weeks, but on August 17, 

1942, French police arrested them for crossing the demarcation line 
illegally and placed them on a train to the French concentration camp 

Nexon in Haute Vienne about 40 kilometers further south. They were only 
detained there for a short time, with men and women living in separate 

quarters. By the end of the week, 77 year old Emanuel Einstein was 
released because of his old age. Alone and unable to speak French, he 

moved back to Bellac. After about two weeks, Luise and Franz were 
deported further away to the camp in Rivesaltes and detained there. 

Frank R. Homan wrote in his “Memoirs 1927 to 1946”, page 73: 

“I remember that it was very large: almost two miles long with an area of 

32 acres. The camp was divided in blocks of barracks, 150 in total. The 

large, single story buildings had a bare cement floor and no separate 
rooms. We slept on straw, men and women in the same place. I 

remember my mother asking me to sleep near her to protect her. There 
were no activities; all you could do was wait for the authorities to decide 

your fate. That year, October and November were very hot and dry during 
the day. The area was even known as “France’s Sahara”. The meals 

consisted mainly of celery and tomatoes, with a daily ration of bread and a 
weekly ration of meat and a package of chewing gum.” 

Franz and Luise Heumann were extremely lucky to get out of the 
detainment camp. Had they not, they would have been deported east to 

the larger extermination camps and murdered there, which is exactly what 
happened a few months later to tens of thousands of the people detained 

with them. 

On October 3, 1942, Franz left the Rivesaltes camp thanks to the 

children’s aid society “Œuvre de Secours aux Enfants”, which focused on 

saving children under 15 years old. Together with the other children, he 
was brought to a children’s home in Château de Montintin near Château 

Chervix by Bellac and Limoges. 
 

On October 10, 1942, Luise was released from the Rivesaltes camp as 
well. She probably owed this to a woman she had befriended during her 

time in the Hotel Bellac, whose husband was influential in the Vichy 
government. At first, she stayed at a hotel near the camp in Perpignan 

and tried to procure exit visas. When this failed, she drove to Aix les Bains 
at the Swiss border to make preparations for her flight to Switzerland with 
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the help of Jewish organizations and the French opposition. During this 
time, she was in correspondence with both her son Franz at the Château 

de Montintin and her father Emanuel in Bellac. She even managed to get 
an official travel permit and in December 1942, the family was finally 

reunited in Bellac. Together, they travelled to Aix les Bains with fake 
documents, where they stayed another two weeks. Leaving France legally 

was impossible due to Vichy France’s pact with Nazi Germany, so the only 
way to flee and save their lives was to cross the border illegally. On 

January 3, 1943, the family boarded a train to Annemasse, a French city 
and popular ski resort near Geneva. To avoid suspicion, Franz crossed the 

military controls at the end of the train station first with just a small 

backpack. The station was controlled by German forces with French police 
standing by to translate for them. Luise and Emanuel followed shortly 

after without incident. 

Germany considered the region around Annemasse a potential area of 

illegal emigration because of its proximity to the Swiss border. Therefore, 
the Germans decided to place their own soldiers there to control the 

station located in Italy. A lucky coincidence made it so that the Italians 
had already left the border control but the Germans had not yet arrived to 

replace them at the time the Heumann family crossed, leaving the place 
unsupervised. It was at night that Luise, Franz and Emanuel crawled 

under barbed fences, crossed a stream and trudged through freshly 
ploughed fields before finally reaching friendlier terrain. They had made it 

to Switzerland! 

 

Exile in Switzerland: January 1943 to 1946 

The family spent the first two nights at the Hotel Geneva and then moved 
on to the Scheller guesthouse. They had immediately informed Eugen and 

Marianne Brandenburger about their arrival, and the Brandenburger’s 
lawyer from St. Gallen informed the Swiss police that the Heumanns were 

allowed to stay in Switzerland and presented valid visas. This saved them 
from being sent back to France by the Swiss police, where they would 

have been deported and killed. Crossing the border alone was not enough 
to guarantee their permanent residence and safety in Switzerland. 

On January 18, 1943, Frank, Luise and Emanuel were allowed to visit their 
relatives in Wil with an official Swiss travel permit, where they spent the 

next three years under their family’s generous support and shelter. During 
the first few weeks, Franz worked temporarily as a delivery boy and 

bagger for his uncle’s apparel store. A few months later, his uncle found 

an apprenticeship for him at the “Gebrüder Sulzer26” company, a 
worldwide leading diesel engine manufacturer for ships and trains. 

Although he received no pay, he did received training and further 

                                    
26 Sulzer Brothers Ltd. 
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education at both the workshop and the vocational school, which was 
ground breaking for his future career. He attended evening classes to 

learn English, as they were already thinking about joining their relatives in 
the U.S. one day. Luise contacted various aid organisations to find out 

about the fate of her husband Richard, but had no success. 

  

Emigration to the United States in May 1946 

Once the war was over, Franz, Luise and Emanuel received visas for the 

United States, thanks to a declaration of guaranty by Luise’s brother Hugo 

Einstein. He had immigrated to the U.S. in the twenties and was living in 
Washington, D.C. On their way to Göteborg in Sweden in May 1946, these 

three crossed first a bombed Germany and then Denmark. They left 
Europe on board the MS “Gripsholm” and arrived in New York on June 1, 

1946.  

  

 

 

Leaving Europe. 
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The first few years, the family lived with Dr.Hugo and Mary Einstein in 
Washington, D.C. Luise worked as a secretary for her brother. Her son 

Franz went to school there at first and later passed the final examinations 
for mechanical engineering at the University of Cincinnati, following which 

he started working for General Electric Co. in Cincinnati as a systems 
manager for jet engines. In 1951, Frank Homan, formerly called Franz 

Heumann, married Bernice Bibee with whom had three sons: Richard Paul, 
Steven John and Jeffrey Hugo. All three eventually started their own 

families and have children today. Frank Homan died in 2005 in Cincinnati. 
His mother Luise had moved to Cincinnati to live with her son’s family in 

1965, where she died at the age of 88 on November 21, 1982.  

   

    

Frank Homan (Franz Heumann). Luise Heumann. 
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Marianne Heumann 

Richard’s sister Marianne had already immigrated to the United States in 
1939 because her uncle Hugo Einstein had vouched for her. In New York, 

she started working as a tailor to make a living. In Paris, she used to work 
for different couturiers, but had to leave these behind along with the 

newly learned French language, her home and many friends. Since she 
missed all these things, she returned to France in 1956 and resided in a 

small apartment in the fifth arrondissement at the Place St André des 
Arts. She never married. Marianne worked in an art gallery before moving 

to Bonnieux, where she died on October 18, 1991.  

  

Richard Heumann’s fate 

Luise contacted many organizations and institutions like the Red Cross, 

the Vatican and UNRAH in an attempt to find out what had happened to 
her husband after the war. She found out that the inmates of the camp in 

southern France were first sent to Drancy and then deported to 
extermination camps, primarily to Auschwitz in Eastern Europe. Despite 

the family’s best efforts, they still did not receive absolute certainty.  

It was not until April 15, 1991, when Franz Benno Heumann alias Frank R. 

Homan’s research for his Memoirs brought him to the Hebrew Union 

College in Cincinnati, that he found his father’s name on page 151 of the 
“Memorial to the Jews deported from France. 1942 to 1944” by Serge 

Klarsfeld. It seemed Richard Heumann was moved from the camp Le 
Vernet to Drancy near Paris on August 8, 1942, where the train was 

surrendered to German authorities. He was deported from Drancy to 
Auschwitz in Convoy 18 on August 12, 1942. In December 1999, Frank R. 

Homan learned about the existence of the “Sterbebücher von 
Auschwitz”.27 According to these books, Convoy 18 arrived in Auschwitz 

on August 13, 1942. Of the 1007 Jews 712 were gassed immediately upon 
arrival while 233 men and 62 women were spared only to probably be 

assigned work in different work commandos. Richard Heumann, detainee 
number 28171, was among the latter. By that time, he was 57 years old, 

an invalid and not capable of hard physical labour. On September 5, 1942, 
23 days after his arrival, Richard Heumann died in the Auschwitz 

concentration camp. 

 
 

                                    
27 Death register of Auschwitz 
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 Portrait of Richard Heumann by Dr. Mendler from Ulm. 

 

Sources: 

Braun, Josef: Alt Laupheimer Bilderbogen. Band 1 u. 2. Laupheim 1985 u. 

1988.,Foto Archiv: Günther Raff, Laupheim. 

Homan, Frank R.: Memoirs 1927 to 1946. 4. April 2005.  

Hüttenmeister, Nathanja: Der Jüdische Friedhof. Laupheim 1998. S. 506. 

Kreisarchiv Biberach F 7613 31 1.  

Laupheimer Verkündiger 1915 bis 1933. 

Lebenszeichen: Juden aus Württemberg nach 1933. Hrsg. v. Walter 

Strauss nach 1933. Gerlingen 1982, S.115–116. 

Museum zur Geschichte von Christen und Juden im Schloss 
Grosslaupheim. Ordner Müller 1996/0282. Neuhaus, Geoff: The Heumanns 

of Laupheim. 2004. 

Staatsarchiv Sigmaringen Wü 65/18 T5 Akzessions Nr. 140, 143. 

Stadtarchiv Laupheim FL 9900. 

Standesamt Laupheim. Familienregister Band V. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

HEUMANN, Heinrich,  

Clothing factory, 11 Mittelstrasse  

Translated by: Lea Kissel, Stefanie Lang, Ellise Meyer, Katja Ottersbach, 
Elisa von Karchowski 

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez, 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

 
 Heinrich Heumann, born January 17, 1851 in Laupheim, died 

 September 20, 1935 in Laupheim, OO Clementine Gretel, née 
 Regensteiner, born December 20, 1859 in Laupheim, date and 

 place of death unknown. 
  

 – [Frida Heumann, born October 19, 1879 in Laupheim; Lodz 
 Ghetto: missing, declared dead December 31, 1945, OO Alfred 

 Goldfisch, born June 2, 1874 in Stuttgart, died in Lodz Ghetto on 

 March 14, 1942], 
 

 – Julius Heumann, born February 13, 1881 in Laupheim; deported 
 to Auschwitz concentration camp August 10, 1942, 

  
 – [Lina Heumann, born October 8, 1882 in Laupheim, died in Terezín 

 concentration camp February 26, 1944, OO Eugen Goldfisch born 
 August 25, 1877 in Laupheim, died in Theresienstadt concentration 

 camp December 30, 1942], 
 

 – Manfred Goldfisch, born January 19, 1911 in Bad Ems, 
  

 – [Moritz Heumann, born May 27, 1886 in Laupheim, died January 
 2, 1921 in Laupheim, grave no. 24/5, 

 

 – Flora Heumann, born January 30, 1891 in Laupheim; deported 
 to Auschwitz concentration camp September 14, 1942,  

  
 – [Emmy Heumann, born April 14, 1900 in Laupheim, OO Lucien 

 Heurendinger] 
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Verse 7 of the “Laupheimer Schützenmarsch” by Wilhelm Preßmar from 
1910 reads as follows: 

„Zwei Heumann und der Schwed’ marschieren an der Tet[tete]. Die beiden 

Löwenthal, die fehl’n auf keinem Fall. 
Seit Selmar Ehemann, ist zahm er wie ein Lamm. Sogar der Kronenwirt 

heut mitmarschiert.“ 

 
The verse can be translated as follows: 

 
 “Two Heumanns and the Swede are marching at the head. Nor would the 

two Löwenthals do anything instead. Since Selmar was in wedlock tied, he 
has been very meek. Even the innkeeper has joined the parade this 

week.” 

The 14 verses sing of the Laupheim shooting club and its sporting, social 
and merry-making activities. The camaraderie between Christian and 

Jewish shooting club members, who are mocked affectionately in the 

song, seems perfectly natural. The “two Heumanns” refer to Julius 
Heumann and his second cousin Richard Heumann, who can both be found 

in the 1907 photo of the shooting club. However, this seemingly 
homogenous community fell apart, and the fate of the “two Heumanns” of 

Laupheim makes the horrors of the Third Reich particularly evident. Julius 
Heumann and Richard Heumann were murdered in Auschwitz 

concentration camp. Other family members were killed during the Shoa. 
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Shooting club 1907: Front row, reclining, left to right: August Eble, 
Richard Heumann,  

August Klaiber, Hans Braun, Gottlob Nast, Max Bergmann. 

Second row, seated: Anton Eberwein, Oskar Walk, Albert Höchstetter, Paul 
Gerhardt, Josef Manz, waitress. 

Third row, standing: Anton Bammert, Hans Schmid, Philipp Rechtsteiner, 
Rupert Rieber, Louis Löwenthal, Selmar Löwenthal, Hans Aldinger, Willy 

Eßlinger, Friedrich Deibler, Wilhelm Preßmar, Förster Maier, Josef 
Hermann, Johann Hempfer. 

Back row, raised: Franz Josef Remmele, Jakob Adler, senior shooting 

innkeeper Hempfer with  

grandchild, –??–, Adolf Rieser, Kienhöfer, Julius Heumann, Marco 

Bergmann. 

(Braun, Alt-Laupheimer Bilderbogen, Vol. 1, Weißenhorn 1985. pp. 30-32) 

  

Let us first take a look at the family history. Julius Heumann’s father was 

Heinrich Heumann, who was born in Laupheim on January 14, 1851 as the 
oldest son of Emanuel and Wilhelmine Heumann, née Nathan. On October 

27, 1878, Heinrich Heumann married 19-year-old Clementine Gretel 
Regensteiner, who was also born in Laupheim and with whom he had six 

children. 
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The sources available provide little information about five of the six 
children. The eldest daughter Frida was born in Laupheim on October 19, 

187928. There, she married Alfred Goldfisch, a businessman from 
Wiesbaden, on November 6, 1905 and left her hometown with her 

husband. They lived in Cologne up to the outbreak of World War II. Frida’s 
sister Lina Heumann, who was three1 years younger, was born in 

Laupheim on October 8, 1882, where she married Alfred Goldfisch’s 
brother on May 9, 1910. Nowadays, marriages between two pairs of 

siblings seem rather unusual, but this was actually quite common in many 
Jewish families. As there were not many potential spouses within one’s 

own Jewish community, which was getting progressively smaller in the 

early twentieth century, family celebrations such as a sister’s wedding 
were welcome opportunities to meet a partner of one’s own faith. Lina 

also left Laupheim with her husband Eugen Goldfisch, a hotelier. They 
probably went to Bad Ems first, where their son Manfred was born on 

January 19, 1911. Later they made their way to Cologne, which was 
where they lived until the outbreak of World War II. 

The youngest child, Emmy Heumann, born on April 14, 1900, followed in 

her sisters’ footsteps and left Laupheim after she married the merchant 
Lucien Heurendinger on January 17, 1923. No further information could be 

found about the couple. The only daughter of the family to stay in their 

hometown was Flora Heumann, born in Laupheim on January 30, 1891. 
She remained unmarried and worked as an accountant. Nothing more is 

known about her life. 

The family’s youngest son was called Moritz Heumann, born in Laupheim 
on May 27, 1886. He attended the local secondary school and later 

became a merchant and a garment and apparel manufacturer, probably in 
his parents’ clothing factory. Moritz died a young bachelor at the age of 34 

on January 2, 1921 in Laupheim, where he was buried in the Jewish 
cemetery, grave no. 24/5. 

It is the eldest son Julius Heumann, born in Laupheim on February 13, 
1881, whose life can be traced in greatest detail and is presented below. 

  

 

 

 

 

                                    
28 Corrected and adapted by the translator (source text: 1882) 
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The E. Heumann clothing factory  

The economic basis of the Heumann family branch living in Laupheim was 
the clothing factory founded by Emanuel Heumann in 1845, which was 

located at 11 Mittelstrasse. As Emanuel’s oldest son Samuel Heumann had 
started his own business, the shoe shop Heumann, his younger brother 

Heinrich Heumann entered his father’s company instead and eventually 
took over. This tradition was continued by the founder’s grandson, Julius 

Heumann, who became a partner in 1933. 

Part of the clothing factory was a shop located at 11 Mittelstrasse, the 

factory building was situated on the property behind it. The range of 
products included tailor made suits, trousers, blouses and shirts, but the 

shop also offered fabrics for these items. In the background of the photo 
taken around 1930 (next page) you can see some draped fabrics in the 

right shop window and a mannequin presenting clothes in the left one. 
Junior manager Julius Heumann is posing in front of the building with 

three children. A dark-haired woman is leaning out of an open window. 
Judging by her age, this could be Julius’ sister Flora Heumann. 

 

The clothing factory had apparently developed successfully over the 

generations as the owners offered their employees long-term jobs and a 
steady income. The career of Anton Eberwein, Julius Heumann’s fellow 

shooting club comrade, who is also depicted in the photo of the shooting 
club of 1907, serves as an example. After his marriage, Anton had joined 

the Jewish clothing factory Emanuel Heumann, where he worked as a 
cutter for a total of 26 years before becoming self-employed and having 

an Art Nouveau house built on König-Wilhelm-Strasse in 1912. 
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Wanted: Apprentice, suitable for 
work in a commercial profession, for 

E. Heumann, boys’ clothing factory 
As the advertisement from January 

11, 1929 shows, the Heumann 
company trained their employees 

and workers themselves. In 1938, an impressive number of almost 100 
people were employed in the clothing factory. Aside from three white-

collar workers, the company’s workforce included 54 blue-collar workers 
on the premises, both male and female, and 36 employees working from 

home. 

 
At the beginning of the 1920s, during the period of hyperinflation, time 

and again advertisements were published in the local newspaper 
Laupheimer Verkündiger featuring donations by the E. Heumann 

Company. This included a donation in kind in 1923 consisting of a batch of 
boy’s trousers for a charity for children. These donations are examples of 

the commitment shown by Christians and Jews, also in Laupheim, to help 
people in need in the years of crisis during the Weimar Republic. As 

employers, the Jewish Heumann family also extended sympathies to their 
female workers, most of whom were Christian when together with their 

employees they published two obituaries for a deceased female worker on 
September 18, 1924 in the Laupheimer Verkündiger. This was quite a rare 

thing to do at that time as research in several years’ editions of the paper 
has shown.  
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The celebration of Heinrich and Clementine Heumann’s Golden Wedding 
Anniversary in 1928 was covered in the Laupheim press with 

extraordinary detail, presumably due to Heinrich Heumann’s distinguished 
position as a factory owner and major employer. 

 
Laupheimer Verkündiger, October 26, 1928 

 
„Goldene Hochzeit. Im ehrwürdigen Alter von 77 Jahren bzw. 69 Jahren 

dürfen die Eheleute Heinrich Heumann und Clementine, geb. 
Regensteiner, am kommenden Sonntag das seltene Fest der goldenen 

Hochzeit in erfreulicher körperlicher und geistiger Gesundheit und Frische 

begehen. Herr Heumann ist heute noch in seiner Kleiderfabrik täglich 
beruflich tätig und nimmt bei den Wohlfahrtsvereinigungen seiner 

Religionsgemeinschaft eine führende ehrenamtliche Stellung ein, während 
seine Gattin ihre Liebestätigkeit mehr in aller Stille entfaltet. Bei der 

allgemeinen Achtung und Verehrung, die die ganze Familie in weitesten 
Kreisen genießt, begegnet dieses Jubelfest von allen Seiten herzlichster 

Sympathie. Auch wir wünschen dem verehrten Jubelpaare Gottes 
reichsten Segen und einen noch recht langen und glücklichen 

Lebensabend.“ 
 

Laupheimer Verkündiger, November 8, 1928 
 

„Jubelfeier. Anläßlich der Feier des goldenen Ehejubiläums von 
Kleiderfabrikant Heinr. Heumann hier veranstaltete die Firma für ihre 

Arbeiter und Angestellten im Bahnhofshotel ein Festessen. Bei dieser 

Gelegenheit war es eine Freude, beobachten zu können, welch schönes 
Verhältnis hier zwischen Arbeitgebern und Arbeitnehmern besteht; es ist 

hier tatsächlich, wie der Juniorchef (Julius Heumann – d. V.) sich in einer 
kleinen Ansprache äußerte, ein familiäres Band, das alle umschlingt. Noch 

lange werden die Teilnehmer dankbar des harmonisch verlaufenden 
Abends gedenken.“ (Town archive of Laupheim) 

 
In the year 1928 there was another cause for celebration. Heinrich 

Heumann was honoured alongside Rabbi Dr. Treitel on the occasion of the 
180th anniversary of the Israelite fraternal society Chevra Kadisha, an 

organisation of Jewish men and women who support the poor, provide 
care for the sick and act as undertakers. Heumann was given the title of 

honorary member for his 32 years of working as treasurer and vice-
chairman, while the rabbi was appointed honorary chairman for his 

services as head of the executive committee. Seven years after he 

received this honour, Heinrich Heumann died in Laupheim at the age of 84 
on September 20, 1935, and was buried in the Jewish cemetery, grave 

no. 28/2. 
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Julius Heumann 
 
There is hardly any information about the first 34 years of his life. 

However, it is certain that after school he entered his father’s company 

where he took on more and more responsibility to prepare to 
subsequently direct the company himself as junior manager. Before he 

could take up this position however, Julius Heumann enlisted in the 
infantry regiment reserve 247 in Ulm on the Danube as a member of the 

Landsturm on March 23, 1915. He documented his service during World 
War I quite meticulously in the “Directory of the members of the Jewish 

Community in Laupheim to participate in the war” initiated by Jonas Weil. 
According to this he was deployed on the Western Front for the entire 

duration of the war. From November 1915 until February 1916, he fought 
in the trench warfare at Ypres in Belgium during which he experienced a 

gas attack on December 19, 1915. For his service he was awarded the 
Ypres Medal by the regiment 247. After Ypres he served in combat, in 

some cases several times, in French Flanders, the Vosges, but also in the 
infamous WWI attrition battles of Verdun and of the Somme. From April 

1917 to September 1918, Julius Heumann was appointed to the signal 

corps. His last entry refers to the final days of the war from November 9 
to 11, 1918, where he witnessed the American Meuse-Argonne-Offensive 

near Stenay as well as the march back to Hanau in Hesse with the 
regiment 124. He was eventually discharged on December 9, 1918. He 

was awarded the Iron Cross 2nd Class and the Silberne Verdienstmedaille 
of Württemberg. 

 
The war experiences seem to have left a considerable mark on Julius 

Heumann. In the post war years he became very actively involved in the 
emerging culture of remembrance concerning World War I, by cofounding 

and for many years presiding over the Reichsbund jüdischer Frontsoldaten 
(Reich Federation of Jewish Front Soldiers) in Laupheim. As chairman he 

participated in the “Gedenktag für unsere gefallenen Helden 1914/18” 
(Day of Remembrance commemorating our fallen heroes 1914/18), which 

took place in November every year. In November 1933, this collective 

commemoration was no longer permitted by order of the leaders of the 
NSDAP regional branch. 

„Laupheim, 3. Nov. 

Die Taten und das Andenken gefallener Helden zu ehren, war allen 

Völkern von jeher heiligste Pflicht. So fand auch gestern auf den hiesigen 

Friedhöfen die jährliche Gedächtnisfeier für die Gefallenen des Weltkrieges 
1914/18 statt, an der die gesamte Einwohnerschaft sich beteiligte. Die 

Gedächtnisrede hielt auf dem kath. Friedhof hochw. Herr Stadtpfarrer 
Storz, auf dem jüdischen Friedhof Herr Vorsänger Kahn. Ferner sprachen 

der Vorstand des Krieger- und Veteranenvereins, Herr Gerichtsvollzieher 
Schwarz, sowie des Namens der Kriegsbeschädigten und 

Kriegshinterbliebenen Herr Herzog z. Schwanen und für den Bund 
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jüdischer Frontsoldaten Herr Julius Heumann, von denen an den 
Denkmälern Kränze niedergelegt wurden. Die schlichte eindrucksvolle 

Feier war umrahmt von passenden Vorträgen der städt. Musikkapelle, der 
Gesangvereine Cäcilia, Concordia und des Gesangsvereins Frohsinn.“ 

 
 (Town archive of Laupheim: Laupheimer Verkündiger, November 5, 1923) 

 
The article illustrates in an impressive manner the way in which Christians 

and Jews formed a community in Laupheim. This became especially 
apparent in Julius Heumann’s activities in his hometown. 

 

 
 

(Laupheimer Verkündiger, November 2, 1923) 

For instance, he was apparently a very enthusiastic singer who also often 
performed solo at a wide variety of public events. His name appears in 

editions of the Laupheimer Verkündiger from the 1920s. An account from 
May 12, 1924 about the spring party of the Olympia Laupheim soccer club 

reads as follows: “The singing performances of Mr Julius Heumann, 
accompanied on the piano by Ella Baumann, are particularly remarkable.” 

A report dated July 8, 1924 describes an evening of music and 
entertainment organised by the Laupheim Association for Infant Care and 

Welfare (Verein für Säuglingspflege und Säuglingsfürsorge Laupheim). 
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One of the many contributions on this occasion was Julius Heumann’s solo 
“Die erste Liebe”. A performance of this kind was also announced in the 

invitation to the day of stenography on September 28, 1928 by the 
Laupheim Gabelsberger stenographer’s society. On November 16, 1928, 

Julius Heumann sang alongside Hermann Einstein at the 180th 
anniversary celebration of the Chevra Kadisha. 

 
Julius Heumann was furthermore involved in a number of organisations in 

Laupheim, some of which were non-denominational. He was not only a 
member of the shooting club, as mentioned above, but also of the local 

volunteer fire department, where he acted as secretary from 1919 

onward. 
 

Apart from his position as chairman of the Laupheim branch of the Reich 
Federation of Jewish Front Soldiers, becoming active in the Chevra 

Kadisha was apparently the most natural thing to him, where he obviously 
followed in his father Heinrich Heumann’s footsteps as treasurer. There is 

also evidence of his membership in the Talmud Torah congregation, the 
Centralverein deutscher Staatsbürger jüdischen Glaubens (Central 

Association of German Citizens of Jewish Faith) and the Jüdischer 
Kulturbund (Jewish cultural association) in the 1930s. Julius Heumann’s 

activities exemplify how deeply rooted the Laupheim Jews were in their 
hometown. 

 
At the beginning of the 1920s, Julius Heumann met a woman for whom he 

developed feelings – the Christian widow Ganser. This intimate 

relationship between a member of the Jewish community and a member 
of the Christian majority that resulted in their engagement in 1924 was 

the first in Laupheim to be made public. Julius Heumann had given his 
bride 10,000 Reichsmark, a considerable amount of money at that time, 

which she in turn invested in his clothing factory in form of a loan during 
the Great Depression. She was later denied the disbursement of her 

money when the company was aryanised because she had supposedly 
violated the Nuremberg Race Laws by becoming engaged to a Jew. She 

therefore filed a claim for compensation at the responsible state office in 
Tübingen in 1946. A final decision was postponed until a valid 

confirmation of Julius Heumann’s death could be presented. However, the 
widow Ganser probably did not live to see this as she died in the 1950s. 

 
According to the current state of historic research there is no evidence of 

any marriage between a Jew and a Christian during the more than 200 

year coexistence between Jews and Christians in Laupheim. Julius 
Heumann and the widow Ganser also never married, presumably out of 

consideration for his strictly religious parents and her pious Catholic family 
background. Nevertheless, their feelings for each other never died, which 

became precarious for Julius Heumann after 1935. 
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Trial for racial defilement against Julius 
Heumann 
 

On September 15, 1935, the Reichstag instituted the Nuremberg Race 
Laws, which included the Reichsbürgergesetz (Reich Citizenship Law) and 

the Gesetz zum Schutz des deutschen Blutes und der deutschen Ehre 
(Law for the Protection of German Blood and German Honour). These laws 

did not only deny German Jews their civil rights, but also made intimate 
relationships between Jews and so called Aryans a punishable offence. 

 

In November 1936, the newspaper Nationale Rundschau reported that 
special detectives were investigating an affair between a local Jew and a 

local Aryan in Laupheim. “He admitted to the relationship even after the 
Nuremberg Laws were enacted and was sent to the district court prison 

for racial defilement.” The person in question was Julius Heumann, who 
was tried before the criminal division of the regional court of Ulm at the 

beginning of 1937. On February 11, 1937, he was sentenced to one year 
and three months in prison. 
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A propagandistic newspaper article (the title of which can be translated as 
“For the protection of blood and honour. The Jew Heumann is sentenced 

to one year and three months in prison”) is particularly interesting in 
several respects. 

 
The article and criminal files illustrate the widow Ganser’s clear position, 

who assumed full responsibility for the intimate relationship in her public 
statements and appearances. She probably did this deliberately in order to 

try and protect Julius Heumann. She was in part successful in this attempt 
as Julius Heumann was committed to a normal prison and not, as the 

press had announced earlier, to a penitentiary where prisoners were 

forced to hard labour. 
 

Julius Heumann had to serve his sentence in the prison of Rottenburg, 
where he entered a plea for clemency on December 12, 1937, which he 

justified as follows: “No crimes committed since imprisonment. 
Combatant, contribution to society as citizen of the state and business 

manager. Worried about re-establishing a livelihood.” 
 

Rottenburg prison assessed Julius Heumann as follows: 
 

“From the outset H. stood out owing to his willingness to work and 
impeccable conduct, not only in comparison to his fellow inmates of the 

same race, but also in general. From the very beginning, he was aware 
that he was guilty of violating the Basic Law of the German people and 

therefore accepted his punishment from day one and subordinated himself 

inwardly to the enforcement of the sentence. It can be safely assumed 
that he will not commit even the most minor offence in future. 

Considering these facts and the circumstances emphasised in the grounds 
of the court’s judgement I am in favour of granting his request of a 

suspension of the last two months of his sentence on a three year 
probation.” 

 
(State archive of Ludwigsburg E 352, Bü 1442 – Akte LG Ulm KLs 9/37) 

 
Both the senior public prosecutor Heß and the criminal court of Ulm – 

although the latter pleaded for one month only – agreed to Heumann’s 
request. The Reich Ministry of Justice in Berlin rejected his plea for 

clemency on January 4, 1938. Therefore, taking into account the time he 
was in custody, he must have been imprisoned from November 1936 until 

approximately the end of February 1938. 

 
The Heumann clothing factory was aryanised very quietly. According to 

the report of the local court of Laupheim published in the Nationale 
Rundschau on July 15, 1936, Gottfried Rösch, a businessman from 

Geislingen an der Steige, had entered into the general commercial 
partnership of the company E. Heumann Nachfahren. However, sources 

from the town archive of Laupheim suggest that Mr Hans Miller was also 



 

 

365 
 

involved (in the Aryanisation). Benefiting from advantages, Rösch and 
Miller acquired various properties, houses and companies in Laupheim, 

which led to property restitution in legal proceedings after the war. 
According to research by John Bergmann they exploited the plight of 

Jewish property owners such as Julius Heumann, who, during his 
imprisonment in December 1936, had to resign as shareholder of his 

father’s company and was forced to sell the clothing factory. The same 
applied to the buyer of the neighbouring property. 

 
The proceedings against Julius Heumann had made his relatives realise 

that staying in Germany would cost them their lives. This is why his 

mother Clementine and his sister Flora left their hometown Laupheim on 
April 26, 1937 and fled to Mondorf in Luxembourg. Nothing further could 

be established about the actual destination and final whereabouts of 
Clementine Heumann, who at the time was already 78 years of age. One 

can assume that the strain of the flight was too much for her and she 
passed away.  

 
Flora Heumann made it to France, where her brother Julius Heumann, 

following a number of detours, also made his way after his release from 
prison. His application for a tax clearance certificate from May 1939 states 

Cologne, 18/22 Cäcilienstrasse, as his residence. He was possibly staying 
with his two older sisters, who were married to the Goldfisch brothers. No 

further details are known in this regard, but we know for certain about the 
siblings’ fate. 

 

With the outbreak of World War II and the German forces’ attack on the 
Benelux countries as well as the invasion in northern France hundreds of 

thousands of German and West European Jews were now in mortal 
danger. This was because the German National Socialists had started to 

systematically build concentration camps in the occupied areas as well, 
where the Jews were forcibly brought together before being deported to 

the eastern extermination camps. One of these transit camps was in 
Drancy, a suburb of Paris, where the siblings Flora and Julius Heumann 

were evidently detained. Before the final deportation of the interned Jews 
took place, the horrific machinery of destruction in the Auschwitz 

concentration camp was developed by expanding the camp and building 
gas chambers in the summer of 1942. This enabled Jews from all over 

Europe to be brought there to be exterminated directly or worked to death 
by forced labour. Julius Heumann was deported from Drancy to Auschwitz 

concentration camp in the 17th transport on August 10, 1942; his sister 

Flora’s deportation followed in the 32nd transport on September 14, 1942. 
Both of them were murdered there. 

 
Their older siblings also fell victim to the Shoa. As stated in the Central 

Database of Shoa Victims’ Names of Yad Vashem, their sister Frida and 
her husband Alfred Goldfisch were deported from Cologne, their place of 

residence at the time, to the Lodz Ghetto in Poland. Alfred Goldfisch died 
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there on March 14, 1942, while his wife Frida was listed as missing at the 
end of World War II and according to entries in their marriage certificate 

at the registry office of Laupheim, it was first in 1957 that she was 
declared dead, as of December 31, 1945, by the local court of Cologne.  

 
The fate of the younger sister Lina and her husband Eugen Goldfisch is 

documented in the Terezín Memorial Book which systematically lists the 
victims of the deportation of Jews from Germany to Terezín between 1942 

and 1945. It states that they were both deported from Cologne to Terezín 
in the transport III/2 on July 28, 1942. Eugen Goldfisch died on December 

30, 1942, just few months after their arrival, while his wife Lina died there 

on February 26, 1944. Their son Manfred Goldfisch, a businessman, briefly 
stayed with his relatives in Laupheim in 1933/34 in the former Mittel-

strasse, which had been renamed Adolf Hitler Strasse. The last trace of 
him indicates that he moved to Königsberg in East Prussia on May 18, 

1934. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

HEUMANN, Sofie,  
Shoe store, 15 Marktplatz  

 

Translated by: Beyza Arslan, Beatrice Leuschner, Franziska Mohr, 
Sandra Wetzel, Luisa Van der Vorst and Lena Haupt  

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne, Flynn-Diez, 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

  

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

 
 Samuel Heumann, born June 25, 1847 in Laupheim, died April 28, 
 1928 in Laupheim ∞ Sofie, née Regensteiner, born September 9, 

 1853 in Aufhausen, died January 25, 1937 in Laupheim 
 -    [Flora Heumann, born June 4, 1876 in Laupheim] 

 -    [Rosa Heumann, born May 21, 1877 in Laupheim, died 1901, in 
 Mulhouse, Alsace] 

 -    [Hermann Heumann, born September 20, 1878 in Laupheim, 
 died October 14, 1878 in Laupheim] 

 -    Otto Heumann, born May 1, 1881 
 -    Hugo Heumann, born April 30, 1885 in Laupheim, died 

 September 7, 1963 in New York, ∞ Jeanette, née Wertheimer, born 

 February 9, 1897 in Kippenheim, died January 14, 1979 in New York 
 -    Ernst Emanuel Heumann, born July 17, 1923 in Laupheim 

 -    Sofie Heumann, born August 8, 1925 in Laupheim 
 Otto Heumann’s immigration as well as that of Hugo Heumann and 

 family, December 1938  
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Sofie, née Regensteiner, and Samuel Heumann with their sons Hugo and 

Otto. 
This photo from 1887 shows the family of Sofie and Samuel Heumann; 

however, incomplete, as their elder daughters Flora and Rosa are not 
shown. The people depicted are already representatives of the third and 

fourth generation of the Heumann family in Laupheim. A fifth generation is 
yet to be born in Laupheim in the 20th century, just to later be forced to 

leave their home.  

 
First however, one should take a look a bit further back in time. Samuel’s 

parents, who were also cousins, were Emanuel (*1818, †1896) and 
Wilhelmine, née Nathan (*1822, †1896), Heumann. Emanuel Heumann 

started out as a tailor and later on founded a clothing factory in Laupheim, 
including a gentlemen’s outfitter on Mittelstrasse. Store and factory were 

inherited by his second born son Heinrich Heumann, Samuel’s younger 
brother. 
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Samuel Heumann himself founded the 
shoe store Schuhhaus Heumann. For 

this purpose, he had a house built at 15 

Marktplatz in Laupheim, which provided 
both living and business spaces. Until 

the Aryanization of the shoe store in 
1938, the family ran a successful 

business offering the shoe brand 
Mercedes there, and at the same time 

the entire family lived together under 
one roof. 

 
As of June 17, 1875, Samuel Heumann 

was married to Sofie Regensteiner from 
Aufhausen. Of the couple’s five children, 

the third died while still an infant. Their 
sons Otto and Hugo would play a 

significant role in business and the 

public life of Laupheim, but more on 
that later. Only little is known about 

their daughters Flora and Rosa. Flora 
got married in Würzburg in 1896, took 
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on the surname Thannenwald, and had a daughter named Rosa. She was 
probably named after her mother’s late sister Rosa, who lived in Mulhouse 

in Alsace and died in 1901 at the young age of 24.  

  

Rosa Heumann. Flora Thannenwald, née Heumann 
  

The couple Samuel and Sofie Heumann celebrated their golden 
anniversary on June 17, 1925, with substantial public and private interest. 

The photo shows how happy they and their eldest daughter Flora 
Thannenwald, née Heumann, were during the festivities.  
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 Article from the local newspaper Laupheimer Verkündiger, June 18, 1925: 

 „Laupheimer Verkündiger“ vom 18. Juni 1925: 

“Laupheim, June 17. Today, the couple Samuel Heumann and Sofie, née 

Regensteiner, was able to celebrate their golden anniversary in 
exceptional mental and physical health. Even though the couple had 

planned to celebrate their special day in a humble and familial setting, 
public authorities could not deny themselves the pleasure to express their 

heartfelt congratulations on this rare occasion as well. For this reason, a 
delegation arrived at the festively decorated house this morning. On 

behalf of the absent local administrator, the council scribe, Mr. Volz, 
passed on the president’s heartfelt congratulations. The couple is going to 

receive a commemorative certificate from the government upon 
completion. Volz also found affectionate words to express the best of 

wishes from the town’s community and its committee. The Headteacher, 
Mr. Kahn, then passed on the official congratulations of the Israelite 

religious community of Baden, along with the usual suitable present. 

Finally the provost S.L. Steiner officially conveyed the best wishes of the 
Israelite community and its administration to the former long-time church 

warden. Thanking Heumann, Steiner presented him with a thoughtful gift. 
The banker Otto Heumann expressed his parents’ and family’s gratitude 

for the dignified recognition, which was received by the celebrating couple 
with deep affection and heartfelt joy. Samuel Heumann is 78 and his wife 

72 years of age. May they be blessed with many more peaceful and joyful 
golden years.” 

The couple was granted three more years together, until Samuel 
Heumann died on April 28, 1928, at the age of 81 and was laid to rest in 

the Jewish cemetery, S 26/5. Sofie Heumann, née Regensteiner, formally 
succeeded him as owner of Schuhhaus Heumann. 

Otto and Hugo Heumann 
 
The couple’s two sons, Otto and Hugo Heumann, grew up in Laupheim and 

attended the Israelite Volksschule (elementary and lower secondary 
schools). The younger brother, Hugo Heumann, was one of the first 

students of the 1896 newly instated Realschulklasse (a six year secondary 
school class). At the same time, his older brother Otto probably attended 

the Lateinschule (secondary school leading to university entrance 
qualification), and presumably completed a banker’s apprenticeship, 

seeing as he later founded a bank in Laupheim under his name and went 
by the title of “banker”. Apart from his business there were also the 

Gewerbebank Laupheim eGmbH of Jewish owner Emil Einstein, a bank 
mainly for business clients, which was run by Richard Heumann, a cousin 

of Otto Heumann, as well as the Oberamtssparkasse Laupheim, a bank for 
the wider district of Laupheim. Thus, already in the 20s, the people of 

Laupheim were able to choose from a large variety of financial institutions 
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and their services. The following announcements published by the 
Laupheimer Verkündiger between 1915 and 1933 provide some insight. 

 

(„Laupheimer Verkündiger“ April 11, 1915) 

  

    

(Laupheimer Verkündiger, January 5, 1923)   (Laupheimer Verkündiger, 

November 8, 1924) 
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Just like many other Jewish 
men, the two brothers fought 

patriotically on the German 
Empire’s side as infantry soldiers 

during World War I. Otto was 

stationed in Ulm as a member of 
the reserve division 247 

between February 1, 1917 and 
December 15, 1918, whereas 

Hugo was already drafted on 
August 3, 1914. As an 

infantryman, he fought in the 
battles of St. Mihiel, the Somme 

and Verdun, where he survived 
being buried alive and 

afterwards was discharged from 
his military service on November 

14, 1917. Seeing as Otto 
Heumann remained unmarried 

and therefore without any direct 

descendants, the traces of his 
life are far less well preserved as 

those of his younger brother 
Hugo. It is only known that he 

was a member of Chevra 
Kadisha, the Israelite association 

for medical care and burial 
services, as well as an active 

participant in Laupheim’s sports 
club Turnverein Laupheim. 

A private photo, provided by his 
distant relative Gottfried 

Neuhaus, shows Otto Heumann at the age of 51 in 1932 while fishing in 
Hörenhausen. Curiously he was wearing a woolen three-piece suit with 

starched shirt collar and tie. He seems to have had a good sense of 
humor, proven by his entries in Jonas Weil’s book of Laupheim’s soldiers. 

There Otto put down “unmarried” as his marital status and, when asked 
about the number of his children, “None that I’m aware of!”. 

Hugo Heumann, the younger brother, married Jeanette Wertheimer on 

September 6, 1922 in Kippenheim. They publicly announced the birth of 

their first child with an advertisement in the Laupheimer Verkündiger on 
July 18, 1923. The boy, born a day earlier, was named Ernst Emanuel 

Heumann, the middle name was chosen after his great grandfather. Sofie 
Heumann, born on August 8, 1925 in Laupheim, was named after her 

grandmother. Both children are of the fifth generation of the Heumann 
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family in Laupheim and, along with their parents, were among those who 
had to flee the Nazi persecution. Hugo Heumann was a member of the 

Reich Federation of Jewish Front Soldiers, the Central Association of 
German Citizens of Jewish faith, and Chevra Kadisha, where he took up 

the position of scribe from 1918 onwards. His wife Jenny was a long-time 
active member of the Turnverein. Hugo and Jenny Heumann, both worked 

in the family shoe store and presumably, given the age of Samuel and 
Sofie Heumann, ran it independently. The collage of several 

advertisements taken from the Laupheimer Verkündiger between 1923 
and 1933 provides an insight into the broad selection of shoes for 

children, women and men that were offered at Schuhhaus Heumann. The 

store owned the exclusive distribution rights in the regional district of 
Laupheim for the shoe brand Mercedes. Founded in 1909, it is now, 

interestingly enough, undergoing a renaissance for which the renowned 
advertising agency Scholz&Friends, Hamburg, developed a concept 

starring soccer players of the Bundesliga team Werder Bremen. The sports 
club’s sponsor, the shoe company Hamm and RENO, is the new owner of 

the shoe brand Mercedes.  

 

 

Four months after the death of the shoe store’s founder, its sales and 

store rooms were modernized according to the proposed plans of architect 
Rechemnacher at the beginning of September 1928. The Laupheimer 

Verkündiger reported on September 3, 1928: 

 “… These were lowered by one meter, which is why the staircase could be 

replaced by two convenient steps. The mineral plaster adds a pleasingly 
calm exterior on which the nameplate stands in clearly visible contrast. 

The window display, designed by local council member Philipp 
Rechtsteiner, is a true masterpiece of its kind. Table, racks and structures 

of nut wood are highly polished and represent modern, simple 
architecture. The veneer is proof of expert workmanship and the grain 

fillings of Caucasian Walnut enhance the overall effect. The warm wood 
tones match the store’s atmosphere very well. The small glass cases next 

to the main entrance have been integrated fittingly; their interior design 
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of tinted brown oak wood forms a harmonious entity with the window 
display. The attention to detail paid in this renovation speaks for itself and 

could not have been done any better, even by companies from Great 
Britain. The lighting installation, fashioned by Mr. Mußotter, was put into 

operation for the first time on Saturday evening and was received with 
overwhelming enthusiasm. To make a long story short: The entire store is 

a treat for the eyes and, together with the renovated granary, a newly 
built terrace and the arcaded sidewalk, it will contribute to liven up the 

surroundings of the marketplace. All thanks to the building owner. The 
city of Laupheim will always be what their citizens make of it.  

 

(Laupheimer Verkündiger, March 15,, 1928)  
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 (Laupheimer Verkündiger, November 29, 1924 and December 19, 1925) 

  
Indeed, the Jewish population, especially business owners and founders, 

were part of Laupheim’s creative energy: Be it with their offered goods, as 

employers (Schuhhaus Heumann employed two female assistants), as co-
initiators in founding schools, such as the Realschule, as members of the 

local council or the city beautification association or many more. Only a 
few years after the publication of this praising article, times changed in 

Germany: The National Socialists, more commonly known as Nazis, began 
to seize power and oppress the Jewish population of Germany, also in 

Laupheim. 
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1933 
The contrast between these two pictures of 1933 could not be any more 
obvious. On the one hand, the joyfully smiling couple Hugo and Jenny 

Heumann, on the other hand, the two SA-Members, who arrived to 

prevent the citizens of Laupheim from shopping at Schuhhaus Heumann 
on April 1, 1933, in accordance with the Nazi Boycott of Jewish 

Businesses.  
 

The consequences of this and other repressive measures were quickly felt. 
Business was considerably slower, which is apparent from the decreased 

commercial tax that the shoe store had to pay in 1934: they suffered a 
drop of 340 Reichsmark (former currency of Germany), meaning 7% less 

than the year before.  
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An incident on September 8, 1935, demonstrates the hard conditions 
under which the Heumanns had to keep conducting their business in 

Laupheim. Witness reports can tell what happened – the then Nazi-major 
Ludwig Marxer stated the following: 

  
“A large crowd had gathered in front of the Jewish Schuhhaus Heumann. 

It was an open Sunday, which meant that all the shops were open for 
business (which is not usual in Germany). Hörburger stopped the car, took 

out a camera and joined the crowd while I stayed inside. Within the next 
ten minutes four or five fellow Germans stepped out of the Jewish 

business and were, under jeering laughter, photographed by Hörburger. 

The odd shout of “Jewish Lackey” was heard. One of the last fellow 
Germans who had fallen victim to the camera tried to justify his un-

german behavior by saying “I can visit any store I want, that’s nobody’s 
business.” Upon noticing that he was being photographed, he raised his 

hands defensively in front of his face and openly started swearing. This 
only contributed to increasing the crowd’s agitation, which then continued 

to make unflattering remarks such as “Jewish Lackey” and “Traitor” with 
even more frequency. If I remember correctly, someone tried to pull down 

the hands of the aforementioned fellow German so that his face could be 
photographed better. Afterwards Hörburger returned to the car and we 

drove off.” 

This incident is noteworthy in more than one way: It proves that many 

locals, presumably loyal customers of Schuhhaus Heumann, continued 
buying there, without paying any attention to the long running anti-Jewish 

propaganda. On the other hand, the pressure put upon these courageous 
people by the Nazi regime becomes clear; in this case caused by the 

temporary leader of Ulm’s NSDAP group Hörburger taking photos and the 
denigrations shouted by the crowd. Withstanding this was surely not easy. 

According to the Nuremberg Laws of 1935, Jews were forbidden from 
hiring female housekeepers younger than 45 years. A request by Hugo 

Heumann on the continued employment of his help Katharine Pfisterer 
could only be approved by abovementioned major Marxer… 

“…in consideration of Pfisterer’s social circumstances. A threat to the 
Aryan blood could not be ruled out completely, seeing as Heumann was 

only 50 years old and, before his wedding in 1922, infamous for immoral 
behavior; although no other unfavorable things have become known about 

him since then. Pfisterer, born January 27, 1902, has been working in 
Heumann’s household since February 15, 1928. It is true that Pfisterer has 

to support her mother and also that she has not yet succeeded in finding 
employment in a German household.” 

 
Kathi, as she was called, was forced to leave the household, but could 

continue working in the shoe store and helped the Heumanns pack before 
their emigration. The growing repressions against the Jews that were also 

noticeable in Laupheim, apparently made Hugo Heumann and family, as 

well as his brother Otto, realize that it was time to leave the country. 
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There were nearly two years between the death of their mother Sofie 
Heumann (83) on January 25, 1937, and their emigration to New York on 

December 6, 1938. In the emigration process they had to overcome 
countless difficulties, such as acquiring a certificate of citizenship, a 

renewal of their passports, a certificate of circumstantial urgency by the 
internal revenue office of Laupheim and affidavits for immigration to the 

USA. For this purpose, Hugo Heumann had to pay a Reich Flight Tax of 
14,230 Reichsmark to the internal revenue office as a so called “security 

deposit”.   
 

 
Sofie, Ernst, Jenny, and Hugo Heumann. 
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Hugo Heumann was finally forced to give up 
the shoe store Schuhhaus Heumann. The 
Aryanization was made public on November 

10/11, 1938 by means of an article or 
rather an announcement in the Nationale 

Rundschau Laupheimer Kurier (a different 

local newspaper). Formally, the house was 
sold to the couple Benedikt and Josefine 

Graf in June 1939. They met the criteria set 
by the Nazi Regime, as they were able to 

verify their Aryan descent and moreover he 
was a member of the NSDAP. Since the 

Heumanns had already emigrated at that 
time, the contract negotiations were 

conducted by the Jewish lawyer Ernst Moos 
from Ulm, who had been hired by the 

brothers. According to a record which listed 
the items moved from Laupheim to New 

York, Hugo Heumann was allowed to take 
some furniture for the hallway, livingroom 

and bedroom, plus household and kitchen 

appliances, clothes, and books to the new 
world.  

  

  

  

  

Quellen: 

Standesamt Laupheim Familienregister Band V. 

Gottfried Neuhaus: The Heumans of Laupheim. New York 2004. 

Stadtarchiv Laupheim. 

Kreisarchiv Biberach. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

HÖCHSTETTER, 

Albert and Hugo,  
Clothing Store, 12 Kapellenstrasse   

(today: 1 Bronner Strasse ) 

  

Transtated by: Peter Ritz 

HANS - GEORG EDELMANN – KARL NEIDLINGER  

 
 Albert Höchstetter, born December 18, 1856 in Buttenhausen, 
 master tailor, textile and antiques dealer, died March 11, 1935 in 

 Laupheim (widower to Amalie Höchstetter, born Einstein, born March 
 31, 1862 Laupheim, died July 29, 1921 Laupheim)  

 
 - Hugo Höchstetter, born July 9, 1887 in Laupheim, merchant, 

 since 1922 married to Kathi Kaufmann, née March 31, 1901 in 
 Luzern. 

 
 - Herbert Höchstetter, born March 31, 1923 in Ulm About 1925 

 removal of the family to Ulm, later periodically back to 
 Laupheim.  In 1937 emigration of Hugo Höchstetter to Rhodesia 

 (today Zimbabwe)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Höchstetter is the best, he goes to every fifle club’s fest. Flirting 

does the Schankel a lot, therefore  he rarely hits the spot.” 
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(from: W.Preßmar, Laupheim Rifle Club’s March, 1910) 

 

 
 

Albert Höfstetter as a member 
of the Laupheim rifle club’s 

team 1907  
(Bilderkammer Museum) 

 
  

 

 
 

Hugo Höchstetter (center) al 
second grade pupil of the Jewish 

Elementary School, 1895   
Leo Baeck Institute, NY) 
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Father and son Höchstetter in two dseparate group photos: the 

resemblance of the two is obvious and shows that the names given seem 
to be correct which is not guaranteed in all cases. The characterisation of 

Albert Höchstetter in the text of the Laupheim rifle club’s march, his photo 
and some other sources match and give a vivid image of his person, they 

show a lively Laupheim original, full of humor. The shop on the corner of 

Kapellenstrasse and Bronner Strasse must have been, like its owner, 
something special in Laupheim. 

In the Purim magazine issued by the Laupheim choir “Frohsinn 
(cheerfulness)” in 1912 it is portrayed with an ironic superlative as “a 
special business, unique in its branch, on the continent”. Two programme 

leaflets, issued on the occasion of Purim, the Jewish carnival, which 
comment on the goings-on in the community, have been preserved in the 

John H. Bergmann estate. The following advertisement entitled “Laupheim 
Trouser Shop and Antique Shop” was taken from one of these two original 

leaflets.  

As a “singular special business in its own way on the continent” it is 

portrayed in the Purim magazine of the Laupheim Choir “Frohsinn 
(cheerful nature)” of 1912 with an ironic superlative. Dealing with Purim, 

the Jewish Carnival, two programme 
leaflets commenting satirically on the 

goings on in the community have 
been preserved in the John-H.-

Bergmann Estate. 

Laupheim Trouser Shop 

... and Antique Shop 

  

a  special business, unique in its 

branch, on the continent 

telegram address: angel of peace 

telephone switchboard for import No. 

1600 high-speed tannery 

for export No. 2400  tartar 
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enormous store of clothing  

from all  parts of Germany 

Large amount of finest cloth  

from  Irrland (Crazy Country) and England 

Modern and old  designs 

for all tastes 

Carved antique cupboards and chests 

to the design of  joiner Früh 

Typewriters of all brands with illegible tharacters 

Easily-transportable motorbikes , without a smell of petrol 

Almost new nickelodeons only slightly in need of repair 

Representatives of the most renowned companies of tower clocks,  

wall clocks, pendulum clocks and pocket watches . 

You may ask for any guarantee you wish 

Asking for your kind attention 

Buttenhauser 
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The tailor`s shop Höchstetter: “The Laupheim 

Clothing-Store” 
  

Albert Höchstetter married into Laupheim like many others of his village 
companions from Buttenhausen in the valley of the Lauter (On the 

Swabian Alb near Münsingen). His origin was  perpetuated in his 

nickname: All his life he was “the Buttenhausen guy”, which perhaps has 
something to do with his  rustic habits and his somewhat archaic business 

style. He had started with a tailor’s workshop in Kapellenstrasse 12, but 
gradually it changed into a “Clothing Store”  as he named it, we would say 

Second Hand Shop today. He dealt in new as well as used clothes, but 
also with all sorts of  other used objects: cupboards, chests, typewriters, 

nickelodeons, motorbikes, as the Purim advertisement humorously states. 
He lived according to the motto: “You need no money – everything by way 

of exchange”. But he certainly did not have the large storeroom of which 
he boasted in the advert but it must have been very cramped in his shop. 

In short: Even for those times it must have been a quite an original 
business. 
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The house on the corner behind the car was “The Laupheim Clothing-

Store” of Albert Höchstetter. Today the corner has been completely rebuilt 
(Photo from the 1980s, Archives Theo Miller) 

  

When Ernst Schäll’s father, Paul Schäll born 1887, had finished his 
apprenticeship as a tailor and was looking for a position as a journeyman 

tailor he found one with Albert Höchstetter. He took on Paul Schäll about 
1905. So owing to him Paul Schäll stayed in Laupheim, started a family 

and his son Ernst was able to render his services to the heritage of for the 
Laupheim Jewish community! 

The following invoice (see photo) that Albert Höchstetter issued on 
December 18, 1887 is a rare specimen. It was addressed to “Mr. Karl 

Lämle, presently in America,  from here” and was paid on December 29 by 
Mr Wolf Stern. According to this invoice Carl Lämmle, who had emigrated 

to America in 1884, must have been in Laupheim in the summer of 1886 
for about two weeks, as Albert Höchstetter had provided him with a 

tailored suit for 46 Marks on August 29 of that year. In addition there was 
some mending (“two pairs of trousers to be altered for 1.40 Marks, new 

buttons on a greatcoat and mending it, 0.80 Marks), which were due at 
the end of the year only like all tradesmen’s invoices and were paid by 

Carl Lämmle’s representative. In this case, it must be said, the payment 

was settled only one year later. 
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J. Braun, Alt-Laupheimer Bilderbogen, Bd. 2, S. 138) 

 The Laupheim Rifle Club 1864 e.V. (registered 
club) 

In his leisure time Albert Höchstetter was active in the Laupheim Rifle 

Club from his early youth. He was loyal to this hobby all his life as can be 
verified in the shooting records of the club founded in 1864. At one time 

Albert Höchstetter, presumably when he was still young, even became 
“Württembergischer Meister” (the best in the kingdom of Württemberg) 

and even at the age of 75 he won the twelfth prize in 1931 shooting at the 
“target of honor”. So it is no wonder that he posed on the 1907 photo in a 

central position among the active marksmen. 
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Men from all denominations came together in the srifle club in order to 
take part in shooting competitions and for social purposes. For these 

purposes the saloon of the restaurant “Schützen (Marksman)” in Lange 
Gasse, behind which the range was located, was ideal. Shooting sports 

and rifle clubs were highly estimated in the years before World War I and 
every person of esteem and high ranking was a member of the rifle club. 

Nine out of the 32 active marksmen that posed for a group photo in front 
of the shooting gallery in 1907 (which is more than a quarter) were 

Jewish. Thus the rifle club was certainly the place where Christian-Jewish 
cooperation was successful. 

 
Friendly Christian-Jewish living and working together in the Rifle club in 

1907:  

Below right Max Bergmann is leaning trustfully on dentist Nast, below left 
in the corner is Richard Heumann. Top right Marco Bergmann and Julius 

Heumann are situated, top left with a cigar Jakob Adler. In center position 
seated Albert Höchstetter seated beside chairman Paul Gerhardt, behind 

them standing the “two Löwenthals”, son Sellmar and father Luis and 
behind these the “little Rieserle” is cheering to an unknown marksman. 

  

In the fall of 1927 the club organised a jubilee shooting event for the only 
purpose to honor the active marksman Albert Höchstetter, active for 42 

years. At the festival banquet that followed he was presented with an 

“artistically executed plaque” and the chairman of the rifle club praised 
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Höchstetter’s merits. He said Höchstetter was “one of the best-known 
marksmen, far beyond Württemberg”, who had gained general respect 

and who still was achieving excellent shooting results even at the age of 
71.” 

Anyone who had might have predicted in 1927 that Höchstetter – and all 

the other Jewish members – would be expelled from the club six years 

later would certainly have been considered mad. But just such a bizarre 
turn happened in German history. 

That Albert Höchstetter was a sociable person who enjoyed the joyful 

sides of life was even documented on his gravestone after he had died at 
78 in 1935. Not really in the tradition of Hebrew eulogies it says: 

  

He loved life and found joy in life. 

May his soul be bound in the bundle of life 

  

Hugo Höfstetter 
  

About his son Hugo we have much less information than about his father. 
When the first Laupheim Secondary School was opened in 1896 Hugo was 

among the youngest of the 32 pupils of the first secondary school class. 
With 14 students – almost one half of the class – “isr.”(Jewish) was 

registered as their denomination. This shows that it was the Jewish 
community that used the new chances of further education the most 

readily. After his time in secondary school he must have embarked on an 
apprenticeship in commerce, but up to the First World War we have no 

more information about him. 

His commercial job and his chronic gastroduodenal disorders were the 

reason why he was appointed all through the war to work in various 
offices: On August 6,1914 he was drafted to the armouring battalion in 

Ulm (Wilhelmsburg) and from September 1914 he was stationed  at the 
reserve battalion of the infantry regiment 120, where he was the 

company’s orderly. In February 1916 he was sent to Stuttgart, the 
Ministry of War and the Deputy General Headquarters, from where he was 

sent back to  Ulm to the reserve battalion in February 1918. 

One of his tasks there was to work on the 8th and 9th War Loan and the 

Ludendorff Donation. Three weeks after the end of the war he was 
discharged as a “Gefreiter” (private). 
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Soon after the war in June 1922 Hugo Höchstetter married Kathi 
Kaufmann from Lucerne, who was 14 years younger than him. Their son 

Herbert was born on August 14, 1923 in Ulm, where the family then lived. 
Hugo did not continue his father’s business. Nevertheless, his connections 

with Laupheim were not disrupted and later, after 1933, his family lived 
there, at least at times, where his father died in 1935. On this occasion 

Kathi Höchstetter must have got to know and love  the then teacher at the 
Laupheim Jewish Elementary School Salli Silbermann. In April 1936 the 

two of them left Laupheim officially together with son Herbert and they 
emigrated together to Johannesburg in South Africa. South Africa was 

then one of the few countries German Jews could emigrate to without 

major problems. The deserted husband Hugo stayed on for one and a half 
years and finally emigrated to South Africa’s neighboring country, 

Rhodesia, in November 1937. One can only guess that Kathi, who 
continued to be his wife, was helpful in choosing the unusual emigration 

destination. These are speculations, though, as there is no further news 
about the family and all traces are lost. 

  

  

  

Sources: 

Contemporary witness  Ernest Bergmann, (neighbor of the Höchstetter 

family till 1935)  

Archives of the Laupheim Rifle Club 1964 e.V.  

John-Bergmann-Estate, on microfilm in the Stadtarchiv Laupheim (town 

archives Laupheim)  

 Jonas Weil: Memorial Book on the Great War, page 41  

Natanja Hüttenmeister: The Jewish Cemetery in Laupheim, 1998.   

Josef Braun, Old-Laupheim Pictorial Broadsheet, Volume 1, 1985  

Karl Neidlinger, 100 Years Realschule (Secondary Modern School), 1996 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

HOFHEIMER, Clara, 
Clothing Store, 6 + 7 Mittelsrasse 

 

Translated by: Ursula Volwiler 

 KARL  NEIDLINGER  

 

 Clara Hofheimer, neé Bergmann, born September 18, 1882 in 

 Laupheim, died March 20, 1967 in New York, OO Hugo Hofheimer, 
 born February 14, 1882, died June 4, 1928 in Laupheim. 

 – David Friedrich “Fritz“ Hofheimer, born June 10, 1908, died 

 May 13, 1999 in Pennsylvania, 

 – Helene Hofheimer, born September 20, 1910, died January 26, 

 1989 in Florida, 

 – Elisabeth Ruth “Liesl“ Hofheimer, born December 21, 1917, 
 died April 2, 1993, 

 – Martha “Martl“ Hofheimer, born January 28, 1920, died June 
 5, 1972 in Kibbuz Hasorea, Israel. 

  Emigration of the entire family to the United States or Israel 

 between 1933 and 1940. 
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When R. Hofheimer’s “Clothing and Linen 
Store” advertised its going-out-of-

business sale in November 1934, a 125-
year-old business tradition came to a 

close. Following the premature death of 
her husband Hugo in 1928, Clara 

Hofheimer managed the business, which 
had been in the family for four 

generations, with her brother-in-law 
Rudolf Hofheimer. The business was one 

of the oldest in Laupheim at the time and 

one of the first Jewish establishments to 
cave in to Nazi pressure.  

Business History 

The „R“ in the company name refers 

Raphael Hofheimer (1816 to 1880) whose father David (1780 to 1832) 
founded the business in 1809. David Hofheimer’s gravestone, which can 

still be found at the Jewish Cemetery, bears his title of “former court 
merchant to His Royal Highness Duke Heinrich of Württemberg.” For this 

reason, the first roots of the Hofheimer textile store were most likely put 
down in Wiblingen. The cloister in Wiblingen had become Duke Heinrich’s 

residence after its closure in 1806. It was at his court that David 
Hofheimer was made “court merchant” in 1809, which in German at the 

time was called “hoffactor”. Since that year he carried the name 

“Hofheimer” after having previously been called Hirsch. He lived in 
Laupheim and is also buried here.  

 

 The Hofheimer 

Textile Store, ca. 

1900 
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His son Raphael Hofheimer built the commercial building on Mittelstraße 
(shown here) in 1856. Since all of Raphael’s children died prematurely, 

the house passed into the hands of David, his brother Samuel’s son, in 
1880. David finished the attic and added a cross gable toward the street 

still visible today. David was followed in 1906 by his eldest son Hugo, born 
1882, who married Clara Bergmann. They had four children. Fritz, the 

eldest son, also completed a business apprenticeship. He helped manage 
the business after the premature death of his father, and would, no doubt, 

have continued it into the fifth generation. As early as 1933 he realized, 
however, that Jews would have no future in Nazi Germany. After closing 

the business on January 1, 1935, the widowed Clara Hofheimer rented out 

the business space and later the residential part as well, and in March of 
1939 sold both to businessman Karl Doss, who was renting the property 

at the time.  

  

 

Today, direct descendants of the Hofheimer family can only be found in 
Israel, but no contact has been established. There are, however, reliable 

sources which provide a vivid image of the living conditions in the 1920s 
and 1930s thanks to, above all, the written records maintained by Clara 

Hofheimer’s nephews, John H. Bergmann and Ernest Bergman. 

 

 



 

 

394 
 

The Family in the 1920s 

Judging by the age of the children, we might conclude that the Hofheimer 
family picture was taken in 1921 or 1922. Clara and Hugo Hofheimer are 

standing in the center of the picture, the youngest daughter Martha is 
sitting on the table in front of them, Elisabeth and Fritz are standing to 

her right, and Helene is sitting all the way on the right. All the way on the 
left is Rudolf Hofheimer, Hugo’s bachelor brother, who was also employed 

in the business. The older gentleman on the right is most likely Wilhelm 
Bergmann, the youngest brother of the business managers. 

 

In 1923 or 1924, the first Nazi propaganda event with its awful 
inflammatory speeches produced quite a stir. Hugo Hofheimer organized a 

town hall meeting at the hotel Raben (Raven), with special invitations sent 
to all the town dignitaries. John Bergman describes Hugo Hofheimer as a 

“fearless warrior type and eloquent speaker”, one who “always displayed 
the black, red, and gold flag” (translator’s note: the colors of the German 

flag). For fifteen years he had been a religious leader in the Jewish 

community and for some time also the director of the Commerce Bank in 
Laupheim. Hugo Hofheimer organized the event to calm down the upset 

townspeople and to counteract emerging signs of antisemitism. Thanks to 
Friedrich Trefz, the Protestant pastor, the family would never forget this 

event. He left the event making the disapproving comment: “How could I 
ever get involved in something like this!” In the 1920s, so Bergmann 

recalls, the young Nazi party recruited its members mainly from the 
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town’s small Protestant community, and, according to Bergmann, even its 
pastor seemed to not entirely reject the Nazi party’s ideas.  

Cousin Hans (John H.) Bergmann’s reminiscences convey a beautiful 

atmospheric image of a carefree childhood in the Laupheim of the 1920s. 
Shown here is the rear of the Hofheimer property facing Rabenstraße, 

today’s location of the Doss business (now WM-City-Mode). It was the 
adventure playground of the extended Bergmann family. Only a small part 

of the barn described in the text below remains in the photo from the 
1950s: the building on the right with a makeshift shed roof.   

 
“As most Jews engaged in some sort of trade that involved travel, barn 

and stable were needed for horses, coaches, for storing hay, wood, and 

coals. The Hofheimer family was no exception. They sold textiles from 
their store to the farmers and had to deliver the merchandise out in the 

country. Their barn must have been designed by an architect over many 
sleepless nights. For us children it was a castle. Stairs led up and down to 

false floors, nooks, and mysterious rooms where we could hide and 
nobody would find us. In the courtyard of the Hofheimer property we 

founded a sports club called “Frischauf” (translator’s note: a name used 
by many sports clubs meaning “Let’s go”) and staged competitions. 

Whatever we needed to run our sports club was created out of materials 
found in the Hofheimer barn, as we had no money at our disposal.” 

 



 

 

396 
 

The Four Hofheimer Children 

Toward the end of the 1920s, son Fritz, like his father, was known to 
support the ideals of the Weimar Republic and to reject those of rising 

right-wing radicalism. He was a member of the “Reichsbanner Schwarz-
Rot-Gold“ (the Black, Red, Gold Banner of the Reich), an organization of 

democracy-minded groups associated with the Social Democratic Party, 
which was determined to defend the republic and attempted to confront 

right-wing organizations, such as Stahlhelm (Steel Helmet) and SA. He 
emigrated to the United States in 1937, and in 1939 married Rosl 

Dreifuss, who hailed from Buchau. He first trained as a waiter and later 
successfully ran his own business dealing in abrasive products. He died in 

Media/Pennsylvania in 1999 at a highly advanced age. 

 

 Martl, Liesl, Helene and Fritz Hofheimer, 1932. 

In the 1920s, all four Hofheimer children attended secondary and 

grammar schools in Laupheim. Helene Hofheimer, the eldest daughter, 
completed secondary school in 1926, which was the occasion for the class 

picture showing her seated on the left in the front, her arm slipped 
through that of her classmate, Lotte Beck. According to oral reports, three 

of the four Hofheimer children performed at the top of their individual 
classes. Martha, called “Martl”, was always presented by her Latin teacher 

as a shining role model for her less Latin-inclined cousin Ernst Bergmann, 
and she often tutored her cousin in Latin. Very few boys at the grammar 
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and secondary school managed to live up to teacher Zepf’s rigorous 
standards of Latin. Student Fritz Hofheimer was that kind of rare 

exception!  
 

  

 

After finishing secondary school, Helene went on to complete her 
baccalaureate in Ulm. She dreamed of becoming an archeologist, but the 

events in Germany at the time no longer allowed for the realization of this 
goal. The first of the four Hofheimer children, she emigrated to 

Amsterdam as early as November of 1933, and in July of 1934 to the 
United States. There she worked in the fashion store of her uncle Rudolf 

Hofheimer in St. Joseph, Missouri. He had emigrated to the United States 

in 1907. Later, she had various office jobs, including one with Carl 
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Laemmle Universal Motion Pictures in New York. Even in the United States 
she was not able to realize her childhood dream of becoming an 

archeologist.  
 

After completing secondary school, Liesl Hofheimer, born 1917, went to 
Geneva, Switzerland, where she studied to be an neonatal nurse. In 1938 

she emigrated to the United States, where she married Ralph Ross, a 
textile engineer, in 1941. Martha, the youngest sibling, was not able to 

finish school in Laupheim. She made the most radical decision based on 
the continuously deteriorating living conditions for Jews in Germany, and 

turned toward Zionism. Instead of being a model student and cramming 

Latin vocabulary, she completed a short agricultural training course in 
Wolfratshausen, near Munich, in order to go to Palestine illegally with 

Youth Aliyah in 1937, when she was only 16. She lived in the newly 
founded Kibbuz Hasorea near Haifa, where she later started a family and 

had two daughters. Her older siblings in the United States never had 
children.  

January 30, 1933: Hitler Seizes Power – 
Closing of the Business in 1934 

 
On April 1, 1933, two SA guards positioned themselves in front of all 

Jewish businesses, including the Hofheimer business, in order to stop 

customers from entering the store. The shorter one of the two Nazis 
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shown, whose name is not known, would have had every reason to be 
ashamed of this action: He came from a poor family in Laupheim and, just 

a few years prior during the Great Depression, had been allowed to enjoy 
free meals at the Hofheimer household for months, as there was nothing 

to eat at his own home.  
 

 
Now, there he stood in his SA uniform 

in front of the store of his former 
benefactors on Mittelstraße, trying to 

boycott it. Barely three weeks later, on 

April 20, 1933, the name Mittelstraße 
was changed into Adolf-Hitler-Straße. 

Fritz Hofheimer and his cousin Hans 
Bergmann had made a special trip to 

Ulm on March 21, 1933, the Day of 
Potsdam, to participate in the 

inauguration of a new government, an 
event celebrated even there. There 

was a large military parade at 
Münsterplatz (translator’s note: the 

large square in front of the cathedral), 
and a solemn religious service of 

giving thanks inside the cathedral. 
However, the two men did not catch 

much of the parade, apart from a lot 

of shouts of “Sieg Heil!“, Nazi songs 
and loud commands, as “thousands of 

enthusiastic and blissful inhabitants of 
Ulm completely blocked our view.” It 

was only afterward that they realized 
that this visit had not been without risk given that they were Jews, and 

they asked themselves whether it had been just curiosity or even 
nationalism that had led them to go to Ulm.  

 
When they were back in Laupheim they realized that there was no future 

in Germany for Jews under this government. Personal safety, 
safeguarding one’s livelihood and preparing to emigrate suddenly became 

a top priority when making decisions.  
 

The younger generation accepted this insight more willingly than the older 

ones who were hoping that all this was just a bad dream which would 
pass. In the case of the Hofheimer family, the decision to give up was 

definitely made particularly early. Influencing this decision were declining 
sales figures. Actual evidence of this development, however, exists only 

about D. M. Einstein, the main Hofheimer competitor. In 1934, the D.M. 
Einstein enterprise paid only about half of its former business tax to the 

city. In 1935, it was only one sixth of the tax paid in 1933.  
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It appears that the decision to give up the business despite its long-
standing tradition must have been made early in 1934. The clearance sale 

began on a Saturday morning, November 3, 1934. The entire family, 
supported by many friends, served as sales staff in order to meet the 

expected onslaught of customers. Indeed, it surpassed all expectations: 
Not long after the store opened it was crowded to such an extent that the 

doors had to be closed for safety reasons and in order to keep track of 
customers. The next throng of people, already waiting in front of the 

store, was permitted to enter an hour later. This scenario repeated itself 
all day long until the shelves were largely empty.  

Sale of the House 1939 – Restitution 1951 

Karl Doss, a decorator hailing from Zwickau, had been hired by the D. M. 
Einstein business in 1939, where he met Theresia Allgaier, a seamstress 

employed there as well. They later married and rented the vacant 
Hofheimer business space for four years on January 1, 1935 with a 

salesman from Dietenheim. There, they continued to offer an assortment 
of textile products similar to the Hofheimer business .  

 

Following the pogrom night of 1938, the pressure exerted on the 

remaining Jewish homeowners continued to increase such that Clara 
Hofheimer sold the entire property to her renters in March of 1939 at a 

price slightly above the assessed value. The last one of her family still 
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remaining in Laupheim, she now moved in with Minnele Einstein on 49 
Kapellenstraße. Other members of the Jewish community in Laupheim, 

who had lost their dwellings, also lived with Minnele Einstein at that time. 
All were waiting desperately for some kind of visa, some opportunity to 

get out of Germany. In September of 1939, Clara Hofheimer visited her 
sisters Emma and Frieda in Winterthur in Switzerland. Upon her return to 

Laupheim, she found herself yet again in new quarters: the house located 
on 49 Kapellenstraße was no longer available, and all its inhabitants had 

been forced to move to the former residence of the rabbi, where 40 
mostly elderly people were tightly packed together. In March of 1940, 

Clara Hofheimer managed at the very last minute to get to the United 

States via Winterthur and Genoa, shortly before even the Italian ports 
were closed as a result of Italy taking up arms against France.  

 
After the war, sales transactions concluded under duress were declared 

invalid and the respective properties were returned to their rightful owners 
or heirs, a process called restitution. In exchange for paying an 

appropriate higher price, however, the new owners were generally able to 
remain in possession of their properties, since none of the former owners 

returned to Laupheim. Thus, the Hofheimer/Doss business was sold by the 
Hofheimer family to Karl Doss for a second time in September of 1951. 

Doss had returned in 1949 after having been a prisoner of war. He soon 
sold the former business property toward Mittelstraße to Carl Obstbaum, 

most likely to be able to finance the restitution payment, and in the mid-
50s built a new residence and business in the rear part of the property 

toward Rabenstrasse.  

In the United States 

According to John Bergmann, his family was “in some respects much 

better off than other refugee families in the United States. All family 
members had been able to get out of Laupheim when there was still time, 

except for Clara Hofheimer, who in 1949 arrived with nothing but the 
clothes on her back. When the older generation arrived, the children had 

already grown roots. They were employed and spoke English reasonably 
well. Nobody was a millionaire or in the process of becoming one, but they 

were all able to offer their parents a comfortable home as well as support 
and consolation during the difficult period of acclimatization.” 

 
After emigrating, three of the four Hofheimer children changed their first 

names. David Friedrich, called Fritz, became Frederic David, and Helene 

was Americanized into Helen. Elisabeth was the only one who didn’t have 
to change much. Martha, called by the Swabian abbreviation “Martl”, was 

a devoted Zionist. She grew roots in Israel and adopted the biblical name 
Tamar, although her original name was of biblical origin as well. Most 

likely she wanted to make a point of consciously leaving behind her 
German identity and starting completely anew in Israel. None of them has 

ever stepped on German soil again. 
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Ca. 1980: Helen Hofheimer (left) 
visiting her sister Tamar Speier 
(Martl) in Kibbuz Hasorea (Israel). 

 

 

The child is Tamar’s grand-daughter. 

Helen spent her golden years in 
Florida. She owes her Americanized 

first name to her grandmother 
Helene Hofheimer, neé Einstein. 

  

Sources: 

Adressbuch (address book) 1925: 
company logo. Archive Theo Miller: 

Photograph ca. 1900. 

Archive Günter Raff: SA-Boycott, 

April 1, 1933. 

Archive Ernst Schäll: Family Picture 1921 – Helen and Tamar, ca. 1980 – 
the four Hofheimer children. Museum files: Invoice Hedwig Steiner 1928 – 

advertisement of going-out-of-business sale. 

Traudl Ganser, neé Doss: Clothing Store Doss, ca. 1950 – rear view from 

Rabenstraße. Josef Braun: Alt-Laupheimer Bilderbogen I, pg. 193 : 
graduation 1926 of secondary and grammar school students. 

  

Literature: 

1.  John H. Bergmann: The Bergmanns from Laupheim.  
A Family Chronicle, 1983. 

2. Nathanja Hüttenmeister: Der jüdische Friedhof (The Jewish Cemetery), 
Laupheim, 1998. 

  

Time period witnesses: 

Ernest Bergman, Traudl Ganser. 

   



 

 

403 
 

The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

ISAY, Rosa and 

Karoline,  
58 Kapellenstrasse  

 

 
Translated by: Adrian Fernandez, Marie-Kristin Fischer, Paulina 

Hausmann, Nazanin Zoroofchi  

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez, Ruprecht-Karls-Universität 
Heidelberg, Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

 
DR. ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT 

 

 
 [Isidor Isay, born December 30, 1863 in Schweich, near Trier, died 

 June 14, 1891 in Pittsburg], OO Rosa, neé Bernheim, born 
 September 26, 1863 in Laupheim, died July 24, 1939  

 
 – Karoline, known as Carry, Isay, born April 16, 1891 in 

 Pittsburg, deported to Riga on November 28, 1941, perished on 
 December 15, 1941 in Riga. 
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The picture above presents quite a 
striking portrait of Rosa Isay. Not only 

does she seem rather dressed up for 
the occasion, but she also has a calm, 

friendly and confident gaze. 
Unfortunately, as the biography of 

Rosa Isay has only been partially 
constructible, which character traits 

and behavior were actually unique to 
her will remain unknown. But the few 

known details suggest that she led 

quite an eventful life. Sadly, many 
questions remain unanswered, which 

leaves a lot of room for interpretation.  
 

Rosa was born in Laupheim on 
December 26, 1863 as the daughter of 

Babette Bernheim, a single mother 
(1838-1893). Her mother was known 

as Peppi Bernheim and is buried under this name in the Jewish cemetery 
in Laupheim, in grave S 17/3. Rosa grew up in Laupheim. On June 15, 

1890, she married Isidor Isay in Pittsburg, who was born on December 
30, 1863 in Schweich, near Trier. He was also from Germany, but from 

the Prussian area, as a remark in the registry record reveals. It is 
completely unclear how and where the two met and why she moved to 

Pittsburg, U.S.A.  

The emigration and immigration of Jewish citizens of Laupheim, but also 
from other rural Jewish communities, started in the 19th century. 
Nevertheless, the Jewish community in Laupheim continued to grow until 

1869, at which point it consisted of 843 people. The following statistics, 
however, show a significant decrease thereafter: in 1886: 570; in 1900: 

443; in 1910: 348; and in 1933: 235. Destinations of the Jewish citizens 
of Laupheim were bigger German cities like Ulm, Munich or Stuttgart, 

which offered better living and working conditions. The United States was 
also a destination for the emigrants, as it embodied the hopes of personal 

and religious freedom and the American dream of happiness and success. 

These hopes were unfortunately not to be fulfilled for Isidor and Rosa 
Isay. The birth of their daughter, Karoline Isay on April 16, 1891 in 

Pittsburg, was a promising start, but only two months later, on June 14, 
1891, Isidor Isay died.  

This stroke of fate might have led the young mother and her six month old 

daughter, who was known as Carry, to return to Laupheim in October 
1891. Even though her husband’s relatives were living in Pittsburg, she 

preferred to move back to her hometown and her family. After all her 
mother was living in Laupheim.  
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As of October 1891 they were living at 59 Kapellenstrasse. The house had 
presumably been Peppi Bernheim’s parents’ house, and had therefore 

originally belonged to Leopold Bernheim and his wife Esther, neé Einstein. 
Nine of Peppi’s eleven siblings had died within a few days or weeks of 

their birth. Her two older brothers did reach adulthood and get married, 
but neither were buried in Laupheim. This suggests that they had left their 

hometown and Peppi Bernheim would have probably inherited her parent’s 
house. After Peppi died, Rosa Isay inherited it. Eventually, after Rosa’s 

death on July 24, 1939, the house was passed on to Rosa’s daughter 
Carry.  

Very little is known about the lives of the women of Laupheim. Carry Isay 
attended the Jewish Volksschule (primary school) on Radstrasse. She is 

shown below on a class photo from 1904 or 1905 with her teacher Mr. 
Haymann. She is the girl in the second row from the top, second one from 

the right. This is the only existing picture of her. According to city records, 
after graduation she worked as a clerk and her mother, Rosa Isay, was a 

teacher, but where she had been employed could not be determined. In 
an interview from March 8, 1995, Pastor Burkert mentioned to Benigna 

Schönhagen that the Isays had once lived next door to the Kirschbaum 
sisters and across from the Burkert family. Carry used to work at the 

Bergmann’s hair salon. The Isays and the Burkerts visited each other so 

regularly that they were almost like housemates. The friendship between 
the Burkerts and their Jewish neighbors was well known, which remained 

steadfast during the period after 1933. After the war Rosa Burkert helped 
the Isay relatives as an authorized representative in matters regarding 

restitution. 

 

 

 

Jewish Volksschule 1904/05, from 
the left Irma Kirschbaum, Carry 

Isay, teacher Max Haymann 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
According to Pastor Burkert, his 

sister had sewn pieces of gold, 
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originating from friends in the United States, into Carry’s coat before her 
deportation in November 1941. They had anticipated their fate and 

declared: “We are never coming back!” They were all very sad. 
Considering what they had been experiencing since 1933, including 

complete social exclusion and the deprivation of rights, they had to fear 
the worst. After her mother’s death, Carry Isay lived by herself in the 

house at 59 Kapellenstrasse. Although she did not sell the house, she was 
forced to move to the Wendelinsgrube in October 1941. The barracks in 

the Wendelinsgrube had neither electricity nor running water. 
Eyewitnesses reported that in addition to miserable living conditions, the 

Jewish residents suffered mainly from hunger. Her house was rented to 

pensioner Jakob Rieger as of October 15, 1941. 
 

Carry Isay was assigned to the first deportation to Riga on November 28, 
1941. The picture below was taken at the Laupheim West train station. 

One could assume because of the childhood photo and her resemblance to 
her mother that the woman next to the police officer is, with the light coat 

on her arm, Carry Isay.  
 

 

 
Photo of the Deportation from Laupheim West train station, November 20, 

1941 Carry Isay (???) 
 

 
The so called “evacuation to the east” should have led the victims, and 

those left behind, to believing that those being deported would be 
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relocated to the east. Starting at the collection camp at Killesberg in 
Stuttgart, a train with 1013 people left on December 1, 1941. On 

December 4, 1941, the train reached its destination in Riga. On June 25, 
1956, Carry Isay was declared dead by the District Court of Laupheim. 

The date of her passing is given as December 15, 1941. It is very likely, 
as with most of those deported with her, that Carry was murdered in the 

mass executions shortly after her arrival in Riga.  
 

Upon deportation to the Reichskommissariat Ostland (Nazi occupied 
regime in the Baltic States where Riga was located), the assets of 

deported Jews became the property of the German Reich in accordance 

with the Reichsbuergergesetz (Citizen Law in Nazi Germany) of November 
25, 1941. Thus Carry Isay’s house at 59 Kapellenstrasse was affected as 

well and the income generated from her property went to the German 
Reich.  

 
After 1945, Max, Louis, Adele and Albert Isay, the siblings of Carry’s 

father, Isidor Isay, sought to clarify the fate of their niece. Thanks to their 
efforts, an official death certificate was issued by the District Court and 

the house on Kapellenstrasse was given back to its rightful heirs in 1953. 
They eventually sold it with the help of realtor Josef Benzinger. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

KAHN, Emil,  
livestock trader, 64 Kapellenstrasse 
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Vasileva, Sheila Strazzeri  
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Emanuel, Emanuel, better known as Emil Kahn, born June 5,  
1879 in Buttenhausen, deceased April 12, 1940 in Laupheim,  

OO Sara, née Wertheimer, born March 1, 1882 in Kippenheim,  
deported on November 28, 1941 from Laupheim to Riga, 

 

- [Heinrich, born May 4, 1920 in Laupheim, deceased May 4, 1920 
in Laupheim,] 

 
- Julius, born July 5, 1921 in Laupheim, deported on November 28, 

1941 from Laupheim to Riga. 
 

Sara Kahn’s sister: Emilie Wertheimer, born May 1, 1879 in  
Kippenheim, deported November 28, 1941 from Laupheim to Riga 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Emanuel Kahn was born on June 5, 1879 in Buttenhausen as the ninth 
and last child of butcher Isaac Kahn and his wife Fanny née Bernheimer. 

He grew up in the Jewish rural community Buttenhausen and attended the 
local Jewish elementary school.  However, little is known about his further 
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course of life. Emanuel was better known by the name Emil, which he 
even used for signatures. He is listed under this name in the official 

records of the Laupheim registry office, which has butcher as his 
documented profession. According to that, it is likely that he initially 

learned his father's craft. Later he worked as a cattle dealer.1 

 

There were several Jewish cattle dealers in his birthplace Buttenhausen, 
such as Max Marx and the Löwenthal brothers whose trade contacts 

extended to Bavaria and the Rhineland. It is possible that Emil Kahn had 
already worked for one of the local cattle dealers. They may have even 

offered the young man some exciting travel activities which led him from 

the remote rural community Buttenhausen to the Swabian Alps. However, 
the first evidence of contact between Emil Kahn and cattle dealer Salomon 

Löwenthal from Buttenhausen was in 1935.2 

 

On August 22, 1904 the 26 year old Emil Kahn married Frida Guggenheim 
born August 22, 1877 in Laupheim, where they also lived. Frida died 

within their first year of marriage, on February 8, 1905 due to 
complications during childbirth. It is assumed that the child also died but 

there are no records to verify this. Frida was then buried in the Jewish 
cemetery in Laupheim (plot 21/2). Emil Kahn stayed in Laupheim and 

married Sara Wertheimer 
from Kippenheim on 

September 3, 1906. His 
second marriage remained 

childless for 14 years.3 On 

August 21, 1916 at the age 
of 37 he was enlisted to 

serve in the army as a 
driver for the German 

Empire in the First World 
War. On March 1, 1918 he 

was discharged from 
military service in 

Geislingen. 

 

(Photo: K. Neidlinger) 
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The house at 64 Kapellenstrasse  

On June 30, 1917 Emil Kahn bought a house at 64 Kapellenstrasse from 

Berthold Friedberger. The property was 686 m2 (approx. 7,384 ft.2) and 

included building no. 64 i.e., a residential house, hop warehouse and 

farmyard. 
 

The photo shows the hop warehouse purchased by Emil Kahn, the last one 
still existing in Laupheim. The missing framework on the right side 

indicates that there had originally been a hop kiln. The feeding troughs on 
the outer sides of the ground floor suggest that it served as a horse 

stable. A central corridor separated the horses. 
 

The 226 m2 (2,432 ft.2) vegetable garden behind the hop warehouse also 

passed into his possession. As is still common today, Emil paid the 
purchase price of 18,500.00 Mark partly through mortgages. 

 
There is a declaration of special interest concerning this that Emil Kahn 

gave to the land registry on July 22, 1924, saying that he “owes Karl 
Lämmle, movie producer in New York, a loan in cash of 1,200.00 US 

Dollar. As of August 1924 an interest of 7 per cent is to be paid biannually 
on August 1st, and February 1st, beginning on February 1, 1925. The loan 

is refundable on August 1, 1925 in US American currency.”4 

 

The loan was preceded by previous years of crisis and inflation which had 

reached their climax in 1923, putting the city of Laupheim and its citizens 
under serious financial pressure. In 1920 with a capital stock of 

100,000.00 Reichsmark, Karl Lämmle had already set the ground for a 
charity foundation. By 1922 he had collected and donated 400,000.00 

Mark. In 1923 he appealed in America for donations of clothes for people 
in need. In the following year, he funded a public bath in Laupheim that 

was named after him. Taking these activities into account, it becomes 
clear why Emil Kahn received a low interest rate. 

 
After 14 years of marriage Emil and Sara Kahn’s son Heinrich was born in 

this house (see photo) on May 4, 1920. Yet he died on the same day. In 
the following year on July 5, their son Julius Kahn was born. He stayed 

closely connected to his parents during his entire life.    
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Horse Trading 

 
As can be seen even today, the former hops 

depot on Kapellenstrasse was converted into 
stables, in which the cattle for trading was kept. 

Emil Kahn worked primarily as a horse dealer in 
Laupheim.  

 
In 1923, the district court announced in the local 

newspaper Laupheimer Verkündiger that as of 
May 4, 1923 both horse dealers, Emil Kahn and 

Max Obernauer, had a general partnership as stockholders. Accordingly, 
they appeared together in the advertisements of that year. It is unknown 

how long they operated the horse trade under joint control. In 1929, 17 

out of the 24 livestock dealers in Laupheim, including Emil Kahn, were 
Jewish. Livestock trade in Upper Swabia, in the Swabian Albs and in the 

Alpine uplands was essentially run by Jewish livestock traders, who 
conducted business with Catholic farmers and craftsmen. That was a 

common practice, going back to the middle of the 18th century. Apart from 
that, Jewish livestock traders were also present on the cattle market of 

Laupheim and the surrounding area.  
 

During the hyperinflation of 1923, the Kahn and Obernauer company - 
along with other Christian or Jewish company owners and private persons 

– made donations for feeding Laupheim’s children. In 1923, thanks to 
financial, material and food donations, a soup kitchen was opened for 100 

children and 94 elderly people, in order to collectively assist those in 
need.5  

 

 

Class reunion meeting on August 25, 1929 

 

In Laupheim class reunions have a long tradition uniting coevals and 
schoolmates from near and far. Even graduates who had migrated to 

Laupheim attended these events. 

 
The following photo was taken on August 25, 1929 in front of the portal of 

the old elementary school during the celebrations of the 50th anniversary 
of people born in 1879. The photo shows 41 men and 33 women. Among 

them were Emil Kahn (at the very right of the fifth row), Ruth Steiner 
(2nd row, 6th from the left) and Max Bergmann (4th row, 5th from the 

left). This is clear evidence of the coexistence of Christians and Jews in 
Laupheim, which would shatter just a few years later.6  
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Personal background of the son Julius Kahn 
 

After having spent his early years in his parents’ home, it is assumed that 
from 1928 to 1932 Julius attended the one room Jewish elementary school 

(Volksschule) on Radstrasse. Due to the reduced number of Jewish pupils, 
the school only functioned as a private school at that time. Beside Julius, 

there were only two other Jewish native Laupheim pupils from his age 
group, namely Nanny Einstein and Rudolf Einstein.  

 
The photo, taken on February 21, 1929, shows the pupils from the Jewish 

Volksschule. It shows a group of children in costumes with their teacher, 

Mr. Einstein, celebrating the Jewish Purim festival. From the left, the 
photo shows in the first row from the bottom: Rudolf Einstein, Julius Kahn, 

Kurt Sternschein; in the second row from the bottom: Emil Obernauer, 
Nanny Einstein, Max Bach, Ruth Friedland, Hugo Obernauer; and in the 

third row: Gertrud Epstein, Lore Adler, Henny Laupheimer, Marianne 
Heumann and their teacher Hermann Einstein.7 
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From 1932 on, together with Rudolf Einstein, Julius Kahn attended the 
secondary school (Realschule) with a Latin department. On the class 

photo, Rudolf Einstein is sitting on the left and Julius Kahn on the right 
end behind the girls. Rudolf Einstein said that they had a good relationship 

with their Christian classmates and they felt accepted.8 (missing photo) 
 

The time after 1933 
 

Due to the change of government in 1933 the relationship of Jewish pupils 
with some of their teachers and classmates changed. 

Rudolf Einstein remembers: 
 

"Then we had a teacher, a very mean guy, a lecturer named Krug . . .  
even back then he was quite an anti-Semite. Julius Kahn was a 

schoolmate. He got beaten all the time and always had swollen hands. . . . 
Julius was a poor guy, he was paddled with those things on his arse – Beg 

your pardon - and on his hands which were always swollen." 9  
 

Today, it is difficult to tell whether the paddling had direct anti-Semitic 

motives since beating was essentially allowed and excessively used by 
some teachers. It is possible that out of the two Jewish pupils, Julius Kahn 

became the whipping boy due to his weaker social status. He was 
regarded as a quiet, somewhat phlegmatic boy who loved to read a lot. 

Above all from the school library he borrowed Karl May books, of which he 
knew every volume. Although Julius was not the most athletic boy, he 

liked to play soccer very much. Jewish students played at a private sports 
field at a street called New World. This was organized by the youth 
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department of the Reichsbund of Jewish front line veterans, as recalled by 
Prof. Ernst Bergmann.10 

 
In (the school year) 1935/36 Julius Kahn was assessed by his teachers as 

follows: 
 

"He is strong but not very skillful in physical education. He lacks diligence, 
particularly observed in the disorganized way he takes notes. His manners 

are good, however, he cannot be moved up to the next class. Overall 
performance insufficient."11 As he did not pass, he was expelled on April 

31, 1936. It is unclear whether it was truly poor performance that 

prevented him from being moved up. Nevertheless, in the assessment it 
becomes apparent that he was denied having so called “German values”. 

Julius Kahn had hardly any options for a future career. There were very 
few apprenticeship positions available to Jewish boys. At the company 

Menz at Judenberg, a Jewish housing settlement, he started a painter 
traineeship which he also practiced in the following period in Laupheim. 

 
On September 5, 1939 he was granted a permit from the mayor, which 

allowed him to be on the street from September 5 to September 16, 1939 
unlike other Jewish citizens, in order to do some painting work in the 

Jewish retirement home.12 

 
Permit 

Julius Israel Kahn, Laupheim, Kapellenstrasse, is – contrary to the general 
prohibition – allowed on the streets of the city of Laupheim due to painting 

work at the Jewish residential home. The permit is valid from September 
5th to 16th, 1939.  

This document is to be returned on September 16, 1939 to the 
mayor. 

  Laupheim, September 5, 1939 
  Mayor: 

  J.A. …  
 

This permit for Julius Kahn is evidence of the harassment to which the 

remaining Jewish people from Laupheim were subjected. Without a special 
permit, they were no longer allowed to move freely in their hometown. 
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His father, Emil Kahn, worked as a horse and cattle dealer all his life and 

personally suffered under heavy restrictions, which were imposed by the 
Nazis on Jewish cattle dealers from 1933 onwards. The massive hate 

campaign against Jewish businessmen caused verifiable sales slumps in 
Jewish companies. This also affected Emil Kahn’s trading activities. 

 
In 1933 he had to pay 830.00 Reichsmark (RM) trade tax, whereas in 

1934 it was only 50.00 RM. The reduction of 780.00 RM indicates that his 
business was therefore threated to go bankrupt. In this way, the Nazi 

policy and propaganda successively deprived him and his family of their 

livelihood.13 

 

 
 

 
According to an article in the news 

magazine Ulmer Tagblatt from January 
25, 1935, eight Jewish cattle dealers, 

among them Emil Kahn, were charged 
by the criminal division of Münster in 

Westphalia for doing business with 
Dutch cattle dealers from 1931 to 

1933, which involved the import of 
Dutch horses to Germany. This 

illustrates the international dimension 

of business of the Jewish cattle dealers. 
The article was published with the 

polemical title “Jewish currency 
profiteers in court”, as propaganda 

clearly had the aim to discredit Jewish 
cattle dealers. With a fine of 3,500 

Mark (alternatively two months in jail) 
Emil Kahn´s penalty fell short of the 

prosecutor’s claims, which demanded 
eight months jail time and 20,000.00 

Mark.14  
 

Nevertheless, Emil Kahn continued 
working as a cattle dealer in Laupheim, just like Max Obernauer, Ludwig 

Stern, Berthold Friedberger, Julius Laupheimer, Max Rieser and Benno 

Ullmann. This was possible because of longstanding business relationships 
with local farmers. This is indicated by a letter from the Württembergian 

administration published in the local newspaper Laupheimer Kurier on 
February 13, 1936.  
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“Jewish Cattle Dealers! Ulm, February 6, 1936 
When trading, the nuisance still exists that Jewish cattle dealers address 

German farmers informally with “Du“. With respect to the German 
peasants’ reputation, I feel obliged to prohibit this nuisance and I will 

prosecute each and every Jewish cattle dealer by reason of mischievous 
behavior if they address German farmers or their grown-up children 

informally.”  
 

(signed) Dreher, Police director and chairman of Ulm's branch of the 
political police force of Württemberg.15 

 

Due to the local town council’s resolution on April 9, 1937, the Jewish 
cattle dealers were assigned a separate place at the fairs in Laupheim. On 

March 12, 1937 the mayor declared that Jewish cattle dealers were no 
longer allowed on horse markets in Biberach.16 So, it was only a matter of 

time before this order would be applied to Laupheim, too.  
When Emil Kahn sold his house in July 1938 he stated that already for a 

year he had not been trading horses anymore. He was working as a 
mediator for Ludwig Stern’s cattle and horse trade. However, he was still 

listed as the business owner.17 
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On March 17, 1938 a trade license was issued in his name which granted 
him the permission for cattle and horse trade for a period of 12 months. 

In October 1938 according to the law from July 6, 1938, amending the 
trade law of the Third Reich (Reich Legal Gazette [Reichsgesetzblatt I], p. 

823), he and the above mentioned cattle dealers were deprived of their 
trade licenses which were to be returned to the district office.  

 
Emil Kahn’s trade license can still be found in the archive of the district 

office in Biberach. His passport photo (on the left) is from that document. 
After that, Jewish cattle dealers were only allowed to buy and sell cattle 

on the trader’s property, meaning that buying and selling were prohibited 

on farms. This basically meant the demise of Jewish cattle dealers.18 
 

The Sale of the House 
 
Like most Jewish people, the Kahn family had to sell their home. Due to 

the restrictions imposed by the Nazis, it was surely difficult for them to 
earn enough to provide for themselves in the five years preceding the sale 

of their home. It is likely that Jewish people needed money for their 

livelihood and at the same time prepared for their emigration. On July 27, 
1938 Emil Kahn sold his house for 14,000.00 RM to two horse dealers 

from Memmingen. In 1946, the city of Laupheim hired an estate agent 
who estimated the price to be 10,000.00 RM too low. It was contractually 

guaranteed that until September 1, 1939 the Kahn family had the right to 
use the flat on the first floor, with its four rooms and one kitchen. In 

return for the flat they were to pay a rental fee they had yet to agree 
upon. However, they probably lived there until their death or rather until 

their deportation in November 1941.19 

 

Kristallnacht November 9/10, 1938 and 
“protective custody” in the Dachau 
concentration camp  
 
While the synagogue in Laupheim was on fire early in the morning on 

November 10, 1938, Emil and Julius Kahn were dragged out of their house 
and forced to watch their place of worship burn down.  

 
According to eye witnesses, before the Jewish men were brought to the 

local prison in Laupheim, those taken in custody were harassed by the 
Nazis who forced them to do various exercises, first at the synagogue and 

later at the grain market. Emil and Julius Kahn were counted among the 
17 Jewish men who were committed to so called “protective custody” and 

held in the Dachau concentration camp. 
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While her husband and son were in custody Sara Kahn remained in 
Laupheim. As was widely done in most homes of those in custody she had 

to endure a house search on November 30, 1938. 
 

On December 29, 1938 the then 59 year old Emil Kahn was released. His 
son Julius, only 17 at the time, was finally set free on January 9, 1939. 

There are no personal records detailing what they experienced and 
suffered during their time in Dachau. 

 
Documents preserved in the city archives of Laupheim show that Emil, 

Sara and Julius Kahn submitted an application for emigration. A letter 

from October 4, 1938 addressed to the district administrator states: 
"Julius Kahn intends to immigrate to France by 1939.” The reasons why 

the family’s attempts for emigration did not succeed can’t be traced back 
but several aspects such as Emil Kahn’s poor health, the family’s 

miserable financial situation, emigration barriers in the form of a lack of 
permits, Visas etc. probably played a role.20 On the "anniversary of 

Kristallnacht" in 1939, the Laupheim police, supported by SS men and the 
Reichsarbeitsdienst again arrested and held 13 Jewish men, among them 

Julius Kahn. He was then released on November 25, 1939.    
 

His father Emil Kahn, however, was excluded from this process. His age 
probably hardly played a role since there were some significantly older 

Jewish men among the imprisoned, namely Edmund Adler, Julius Levy, 
Louis Löwenthal, Jonas Weil and Louis Stern. Thus, he must have had 

serious health problems. 21 His death at the age of 62 on April 12, 1940, 

only five months later, seems to confirm this. Emil Kahn was buried in the 
Jewish cemetery in Laupheim, plot N 28/9. 22 

 
 

Emilie Wertheimer 
 
On May 17, 1940 Ernst Moos, a Jewish lawyer from Ulm presented a 

request to the district office in Biberach concerning Emilie Wertheimer’s 

wish to move in with her widowed sister Sara Kahn. Despite intensive 
research, this letter remains the only personal testimony found about Sara 

Kahn. 
 

“Emilie Wertheimer’s sister Sara Kahn from Laupheim was widowed last 
month and is suffering from poor health. Other than her only son who is 

currently working as a painting assistant, she has no relatives to take care 
of her. In order to have someone look after the ill woman it would be 

advisable to grant her sister permission to move in with her before Ms 
Wertheimer´s forthcoming emigration. Ms. Wertheimer can share rooms 

with Mrs Kahn, she doesn’t need extra living space.” 
 

After the Gestapo had raised no objections the temporary move was 
approved by the head of the district authority of Biberach. Neither Emilie 
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Wertheimer nor her sister and nephew Julius Kahn could follow her 
brother and immigrate to the US. Until their deportation in November 

1941 they had all lived in their former home at 64 Kapellenstrasse.23  
 

The deportation to Riga on November 28, 
1941  
 

Sara and Julius Kahn as well as Emilie Wertheimer were allocated to the 
first of four deportation trains leaving Laupheim. On November 28, 1941 

the Jews were led to the West Railway Station under the pretence of 

“relocation” to the East. On the photo taken that day at the Laupheim 
West Railway Station, Julius Kahn can easily be identified since he is the 

only young man of 20 years.  
 

The two women standing right 
next to him are presumably his 

mother and aunt. This is the last 
documentation of their lives. They 

were then taken to Killesberg in 
Stuttgart, where on December 1, a 

train with 1,013 deported Jews left 
from Württemberg, arriving in 

Riga on December 4.24  
With that the further fate of Emilie 

Wertheimer, Sara and Julius Kahn 

remains uncertain and is not 
documented but they must have 

suffered a terrible end. 
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Julius Kahn, on the left behind the baggage car. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

KIRSCHBAUM, Sali, 

Jette, and Therese,  

Grocery store, 61 Kapellenstrasse  

  

Translated by: Markus Ganser  

  

BRIGITTE SCHMIDT  

 

 [Leopold Kirschbaum, 1815–1884, OO Berta Kirschbaum, née 

 Oberdorfer, 1832–1896, from Heinsfurt] 

 – [Jacob Karl, born 1858, died December 1, 1913 in Ulm], 

 – Sali Sara, born December 29, 1859 in Laupheim, died February 
 13, 1941 in Laupheim, 

 – Jette, born January 15, 1861 in Laupheim, died February 12, 

 1941  in Laupheim, 

 – Therese, born November 26, 1862 in Laupheim, died February 

 11, 1941 in Laupheim, 

 – [Max, born 1863], 

 – [Flora, born 1865, died 1871], 

 – [Lina-Rika, born 1866], 

 – [Louis, born 1871]. 
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Leopold and Berta Kirschbaum had eight children, all of them born in 
Laupheim. The family owned a small house at 61 Kapellenstrasse. Leopold 

was a merchant and ran a small store on the ground floor of the property. 
Merchandise included, tobacco, sweets and specialty groceries. In the 

purchase agreement, the shop is labelled as selling herbs and spices. The 
shop door at the center of the house faced the street.  

Jakob Karl, the eldest son of the family, never married and worked at 
Lazarus Moos’ store in Ulm. Max and Louis both emigrated to the U.S. and 

relinquished their Württemberg citizenship in 1880 and 1887, respectively. 
Flora passed away when she was six years old. Her younger sister, Lina-

Rika, lived in Bavaria, married the horse trader Joel Eppsteiner, and then 
moved with him to Peoria, Illinois.   

The siblings who lived abroad stayed in contact with their sisters in 

Laupheim. The sisters treasured the letters from abroad. And as for the 
stamps - they were a must-have for the neighbor boy, Bernhard Burkert. 

Every time he ran errands for the Kirschbaum sisters he received one of 

the sought-after stamps. He later said that the stamps were very exotic 
and marked the starting point of his collection. Every evening, Bernhard 

picked up milk from the dairy at the Laupheim castle for the townspeople, 
including the three Kirschbaum sisters who continued to run the little 

store after their father’s death. 

Bernhard Burkert picked up the goods from Isidor Adler, a wholesaler who 
also lived in Kapellenstrasse. “The sisters entrusted me with everything 

and I was free to walk about the house as I wished. I worked in the 
garden behind the house; I gathered fruit when I was twelve or thirteen 

years old. At times, I was also allowed to have lunch with them when they 

had prepared something special. Every now and then they served 
delicious roast goose they had raised themselves. I wasn’t allowed to 

watch them feed the birds, but I still caught a glimpse of how they 
fattened them. ” 

Bernhard Burkert was also sent to Mr. Dworzan, the cantor, who lived in 

the Jewish school house and was a kosher butcher. The goose, chicken, or 
rooster was brought alive in a little bag or basket to Mr. Dworzan and he 

would butcher the animal behind the school building so that it could bleed 
out. Afterwards, Bernhard would bring the dead animal back and he was 

allowed to help pluck the feathers. The sisters also allowed him to light 

the fire on Sabbath. “Yes, the three sisters were very religious; many 
times I witnessed them praying the Hamalach Hagoel, which means that 

they used to pray in Hebrew.”  

The three Kirschbaum sisters were considered rather poor, “but they had 
what they needed to survive. There was the house and the garden.” 

Bernhard Burkert also alludes to financial aid from relatives, presumably 
from the brothers living abroad. 
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However, the racial laws of the Nazis forced Sali Sara and her sisters to 
sell their parents’ house and garden on November 19, 1940. The sale 

included: 

 
 Building no. 61 incl. the residence, outhouse, barn and yard 2 by 

 258.33 ft² (24 m²) 

 Tree garden behind house 1 by 936.46 ft² (87 m²) 
 Tree garden in the Judenäcker (Jewish Fields) 2 by 688.89 ft² (64 

 m²) 
 

The sale also included all items that are “tethered, screwed, bolted, or 
nailed to the wall”, as well as electric lighting and light fittings. Excluded 

from the sale were the few remaining elements from the former shops 
furniture, which the sellers were allowed to retain.  

Royalties to be deducted from the selling price of 8500 Reichsmarks 
included: 

a) The sum of 3000 Reichsmarks for the Württemberg subsidiary of the 

Reichsvereinigung der Juden in Deutschland (Reich's Association of the 
Jews in Germany) to redeem the registered mortgage in favor of the 

Israelite Community of Laupheim (Israelite Care Foundation) 

b) The remaining sum for the Jüdische Kultusvereinigung Württemberg 

e.V. (Jewish Cultural Association Württemberg), section for retirement 
homes.  

Sali Sara also sold her stamp collection, which had been appraised before, 

to Bernhard Burkert for 800 Reichsmarks. However, neither Bernhard nor 
Sali and her sisters got anything out of it. The fiscal authorities claimed 

the album to be subject to an official estimate. After that, Bernhard 
Burkert, who later became a Catholic priest, had to pay an extra amount 

of 300 Reichmarks, and Sali had to turn over all proceeds to the 
authorities. 

After the property sale the three elderly sisters were forced to move to the 
rabbinate, which meanwhile had been turned into a Jewish retirement 

home. 

Waltraud Kohl reported this incident in her thesis „Die Geschichte der 
Judengemeinde in Laupheim” (The History of the Jewish Community in 

Laupheim), dated May 22nd, 1965. She quotes the old cemetery keeper 

stating: “I can still see the three sisters, after closing their tobacco shop 
for good, walking up the street to the rabbi’s house, all of them slowly and 

hunching, with one hand resting on an umbrella, and the other pressed 
against an old shabby cushion.”   



 

 

425 
 

On February 11th, 1941, 6:00 p.m., Therese passed away, unmarried and 
unemployed, at the age of 79. The doctor certified the cause of death to 

be heart muscle degeneration. On February 12th, 1941, 6:45 p.m., Jette 
died, unmarried and unemployed, at the age of 80, due to arteriosclerosis. 

On February 13th, 1941, 7:45 a.m., Sali Sara’s life came to an 
end,  likewise unemployed and with arteriosclerosis listed as the cause of 

death. In all three cases Else Sara Weil, administrator of the Jewish 
retirement home testified to their death. 

The three sisters are buried at the Jewish cemetery. The triple gravestone 
with its distinctive profile calls the visitor’s attention to the rare incident of 

three sisters having passed away only within a few hours.   

 (Foto: Michael Schick) 

Sources: 

Family register, vol. V, page 102, Registry Office Laupheim; death 

certificates nos. 22, 23, 24; Registry Office Laupheim. Documents about 
property sale: first certified copy of the Minutes from the Official Estimate 

on Real Estate, Laupheim, Volume X; section 102 

Interview by Dr. Benigna Schönhagen with Catholic priest, Bernhard 

Burkert, dated March 8, 1995. Waltraud Kohl: Die Geschichte der 
Judengemeinde in Laupheim (On the history of the Jewish Community in 

Laupheim), dated May 22, 1965 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

KURZ, Siegfried,  
Tobacconist, Kapellenstraße 33 

 

Translated by: Maja Mrahovcic  

HANS - GEORG EDELMANN  

 
 Siegfried Kurz, born on 1st April 1877 in Gailingen, died in 
 Laupheim on 18th May 1939, married to Laura Kurz, neé 

 Hirschfeld, born in Laupheim on 26th September 1880, murdered in 
 Riga/Latvia on 5th December 1941. 

 
 – Rudolf Kurz, born in Laupheim on 9th August 1904, died in 

 Leonia, NY/USA on 17th September 1999. 
 Siegfried Kurz’s brother-in-law and sister: 

 
 Rubin Schwarz, born in Rexingen on 2nd May 1865 and wife 
 Melanie, neé Kurz, born in Gaoilingen on 26th January 1875. Moved 

 from Horb to Laupheim on 30th April 1938, both murdered 1943/44 
 in Theresienstadt and Auschwitz. 
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Siegfried Kurz moved from his birthplace Gailingen to Laupheim where he 
married Laura Hirschfeld in 1903, whose parents owned the wholesale 

distribution of cigarettes Leopold Hirschfeld & Co. Siegfried took over the 
business of his parents-in-law. In a letterhead of 1936 the business is 

named as Sigfried Kurz Kommanditgesellschaft, Generalvertretung der 
ESKA Tabakfabrikate (Sigfried Kurz Limited Commercial Partnership, 

General Agency of the ESKA Tobacco Products) that has bank accounts at 
the post office bank in Stuttgart, at the German Gewerbebank and the 

banking business of Otto Heumann, both in Laupheim. According to his 
son Rudolf, the family belonged to the “upper class” of Laupheim. 

Siegfried Kurz served as a convinced German soldier in the First World 

War, initially at the front to Alsace and later for the General Command in 
Stuttgart. At the instigation of the political Land Police Office of 

Wuerttemberg, regional office in Ulm, his passport was withdrawn by the 
Oberamt Laupheim in a secret mission. After a year, Kurz asked 

submissively for the return of his passport to visit his sick brother in 
Zurich, Switzerland. However, it is unknown if his request was successful.  

The family owned a car, an Opel P4, which was also used as company car. 

The Kurzs were on business trips a lot, they even had business relations 
that reached up to Mannheim. The cigarette wholesale business sold all 

types of tobacco goods and also delivered on consignment. Kurz’s mother, 

who ran the station bar in Orsenhausen, had only a low income that was 
not enough to feed the big family. Contemporary witness Franz Erhart said 

that Kurz helped his mother to earn some extra money by selling a wide 
range of tobacco goods in her bar and he would only expect payment after 

she had sold all the goods. It is noteworthy that in 1925 there were 26 
dealers in Laupheim who also sold tobacco goods as secondary business. 

Sigfried Kurz was a committee member of the funeral home Chavra 
Kadischa. 

        

Sigfrid Kurz’s 
tobacco shop in 

Laupheim, 
Kapellenstraße, 

photographed in 
1930 at the 

traditional 
agricultural district 

fair.  
(Archive Theo 

Miller) 
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Sigfried Kurz was one of the 17 Jewish men who were driven from their 
homes in the night of 8th to 9th November 1938 and deported to the 

concentration camp Dachau on 10th November. Kurz was released from 
Dachau on 17th December 1938 and according to son Rudolf, died in 

Laupheim on 11th May 1939 from the effects of his imprisonment in the 
concentration camp. 

 
His wife Laura Kurz, née Hirschfeld, whom Sigfried married on 26th 

October 1903 in Laupheim, was deported on 28th November 1941 under 
the cloak “resettlement of the Jews to the East” – official term “Evacuation 

of the Jews to the Reichskommisariat Ostland” (administrative unit of the 

Nazi Germany in the Baltic states) from Laupheim’s western railway 
station first to the sorting concentration camp Killesberg in Stuttgart and 

later with 1013 other persons deported to Riga, Latvia. Laura Kurz did not 
survive and was declared dead on 21st September 1994 by the county 

court of Laupheim. “Time of death: 5th December 1941, 12 p.m.”.  
 

Siegfried Kurz had an older sister, Melanie, who was born in Gailingen on 
16th January 1875. She was married to Rubin Schwarz from Rexingen, 

born on 2nd May 1865. The family lived in Horb, in the southwest of 
Stuttgart. In April 1938 they moved to Laupheim, where they probably at 

first lived with Melanie’s brother Siegfried. Later they were compulsorily 
displaced to Wendelinsgrube 9. On 19th August 1942, Melanie and her 

husband were 
deported to the 

concentration camp 

Theresienstadt. Rubin 
Schwarz died in 

Theresienstadt on 
20th February 1943, 

Melanie Schwarz was 
deported from there 

to Auschwitz on 16th 
May 1944, where she 

was sorted out and 
murdered. 

  
 

(Illustration says: 
Jelousy is a plague! 

High reward for 

remedy against that. 
Offers to Schropper.) 
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Much is known about Siegfried’s and Laura’s only son, Rudolf Kurz, thanks 
to an interview with Frank Häusler which was held in the United States in 

1994, when Rudolf Kurz was already 90 years old. 
 

Rudolf grew up in Laupheim and completed a three-year apprenticeship at 
the Gewerbebank Laupheim. Through business relations he started 

working for the Commerzbank in Mannheim in 1924. Later, Rudolf worked 
in the office of a butcher shop in Karlsruhe for a short time. Because of 

the bad state of health of his father, Rudolf had to take over his parent’s 
business. Nevertheless, Rudolf and his father Siegfried went on larger 

business trips in Wuerttemberg and Baden together. On 6th August 1937 

Rudolf Kurz married his cousin Irma Bergmann, neé Schwarz, which was, 
however, forbidden by the legal situation of that time. The marriage was 

only possible thanks to the intervention of Völk, a friend who worked as 
the city councillor. Irma Kurz was born in Horb in October 1906. She had 

first been married to Ferdinand Bermann from Rottweil. The couple had 
one daughter, Beate (later called Beatrice), who was born in Pforzheim on 

the 18th August 1924. After the death of her husband Ferdinand, Irma 
married Rudolf Kurz. Rudolf’s membership in the tennis club and his 

participation in the dancing lessons held by the dancing school Geiger 
from Ulm, indicated that Rudolf was part of the wealthier and prestigious 

community of Laupheim. Before contemporary witness Franz Erhart 
emigrated to the United States, Kurz gave him the dance school’s 

graduation ball magazine “Walzertraum” as a present. Although the 
participants of the dance lessons are only mentioned with their nicknames 

in the magazine, the nickname “Schropper” clearly refers to Rudolf Kurz. 

 
The graduation ball magazine also includes a poem: 

 
“Der Schropper ist traurig ich glaub bald, er ist und oft auch 

betrübt, in Staubs Lisbeth verliebt.” 
 

(“Schropper is sad and often worried, in love with Staub’s Liesbeth he is”.) 
 

(Elsbeth Staub was master gardener Staub’s daughter, they lived in 
Rabenstraße, Laupheim) 

 
Rudolf Kurz sang in the synagogue’s choir and in the Jewish singing club 

“Frohsinn” under the direction of Dworzan. Rudolf was furthermore part of 
the German-Jewish youth movement, which is the reason why the political 

police of Wuerttemberg, seated in the Ministry of the Interior in Stuttgart, 

suspected him of running a Jewish youth hostel in Laupheim, so his post 
was monitored. However, the process was stopped one year later, in 

January 1934, when Laupheim’s mayor and the police confirmed that Kurz 
only financially supported travelling Jewish adolescents. A Jewish youth 

hostel never existed. 
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Rudolf Kurz saw himself as well integrated in Laupheim’s society and even 
described the city as his home. Kurz said that in Laupheim, before the 

year 1933, also many Jews had been  supporters of the German 
nationalism. They were fully taken by surprise by the anti-Semitism and 

the terrible persecution of the Jews carried out by the Nazis. Rudolf Kurz 
described his religious beliefs as liberal. As a child he regularly went to the 

Synagogue on Friday evenings and on the Sabbath, as an adult he only 
went there occasionally. Kurz said that having a meal together at the 

“Ochsen” afterwards and playing cards was very important. On Sundays 
they would also sometimes watch the football match of Laupheim’s 

football team. 

 

  Kapellenstrasse towards the north, on the right is Kurz’s tobacco shop. 
(Archive Theo Miller) 

 
In August 1937, Rudolf Kurz moved with his wife and child to Ulm. Thanks 

to Otto Hirsch, a friend of Kurz who worked for the Palästinakomittee, the 
family was able to emigrate via Luxembourg to Tel Aviv with just ten 

Reichsmark. The Palästinakomittee was able to transfer 1000 English 
Pounds. In Tel Aviv, Rudolf Kurz worked for a bank to gain new Jewish 

German-speaking clients. After Irma Kurz’s Swiss life insurance was 

accepted as guarantee, the family emigrated to the USA in 1940. With the 
remaining family capital Rudolf Kurz joined a candy factory that was 

mostly financed by Americans. When Irma Kurz’s daughter Beatrice 
(Beate) married Kurt Adler, who is still the leading importer of German 

holiday decoration, Rudolf Kurz joined the company Kurt Adler Comp in 
1960. He worked for this company until old age. Rudolf Kurz died at the 

age of 95. 
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Rubin Schwarz, Rudolf Kurz’s uncle from Rexingen, had lived with his wife 
Melanie in Laupheim since 1938. In 1941 they were compulsorily 

displaced to the Wendelinsgrube and deported to Theresienstadt in 1942. 
 

(State Archive Sigmaringen Wü 65/18, T4) 
 

Sources: 

Lebenszeichen: Juden aus Württemberg nach 1933 published by Walter 
Strauss, Geilingen, Bleicher 1982. Interview with contemporary witness 

Rudolf Kurz by Frank Häußler, New York. 

Interview with contemporary witness Fritz Erhart by Hans-Georg 

Edelmann, Burgrieden. Dance school magazine of 19. Sept. 1924 Museum für 
Christen und Juden in Laupheim. Diverse letters of the Oberamt Laupheim, 

country archive, photo archive. 

Photo archive Theo Miller. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

LAMMFROMM, Clara, 

nèe Heumann, 
13 Kapellenstrasse 

 

Translated by: Clara Steiner-Jay 

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

 

 Clara Lammfromm, née Heumann, born on February 4, 1862 in 
 Laupheim, deceased on November 24, 1939 in Laupheim,[OO Jacob 

 Lammfromm born on November 21, 1858 in Buttenwiesen, died on 
 November 11, 1929 in Laupheim.]  
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Clara Heumann, married Lammfromm, was born on February 4, 1862 in 
Laupheim. She had a twin sister named Friederike. The two girls were the 

youngest of the five daughters of Jakob Heumann (1821–1909) and his 
wife Babette, née Eppstein (1825–1899). But only Clara and her oldest 

sister Flora Neuhaus, née Heumann, lived to adulthood. Two of the sisters, 
Rosalie (1859–1860) and Fanny (1860–1863), died as young children. 

Claras twin sister Friederike died 12 days  after  birth.1) Like her sister 
Flora, Clara grew up  in Laupheim and most likely attended the  Israelite 

elementary school. 

On May 21, 1888 the 26-year-old Clara Heumann married Jacob 

Lammfromm in Laupheim. Her husband was from Buttenwiesen, a Jewish 
community of the Markgrafschaft Burgau, where there had been a sizable 

Jewish community since the 16th century up until 1942. Jacob 
Lammfromm was a son of the spice trader and iron monger Joseph 

Lammfromm (1804–1872) and his second wife Peppi, nee Sänger (1836–
1904).2) „The Lammfromm family enjoyed a very good reputation in 

Buttenwiesen and was one of the wealthy Jewish families. Their house was 
near the „Judenhof“ (Jewish court) – today the market square – in an 

exposed location near the synagogue.“3) The grandfather of Jacob 
Lammfromm, Jakob Mosche Lammfromm (1761–1822), was active as a 

rabbi at the synagogue from 1789 until his death in 1822. In addition, he 

had made his living as a grocer, „Melber“ (Bavarian for „Mehlhändler“ 
(flour merchant)) and vintner. An uncle of Jacob Lammfromm, the 

merchant Israel Lammfromm (1863–1930), wrote and published the 
„History of the market town of Buttenwiesen“ in 1911. 

Since the Jewish elementary school in Buttenwiesen had existed since 

1846, it can be assumed that Jacob Lammfromm attended it. His mother 
Peppi, née Sänger, also came from a family of rabbis and was a niece of 

Abraham Sänger (1789–1856) who worked as a teacher  at the Israelitic 
elementary school in Laupheim for 31 years.4) Jacob Lammfromm and 

Clara Heumann most likely had met through the Sänger family in 

Laupheim . This is indicated by the fact that in addition to Clara‘s uncle 
Emanuel Heumann (1818–1896) Salomon Sänger (1833–1894), the 

youngest son of Abraham Sänger, were witnesses in front of the registrar 
at the wedding in Laupheim. 

At the time of their marriage, the merchant Jacob Lammfromm was living 

in Darmstadt. It is not known when the couple took up residence in 
Laupheim. But eventually the two lived, according to the Adressbook of 

Laupheim from 1925 in the Kapellenstraße 13, the house of Clara’s 
parents.5) 

Jacob Lammfromm worked as a bookkeeper in the hair factory Bergmann 
in Laupheim. He was also head of the library of the Israelitic community. 

John Bergmann remembered the impressive voice of the lay reader Jacob 
Lammfromm in the synagogue of Laupheim, where he performed his duty 
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during holidays. The marriage of Clara and Jacob Lammfromm did not 
produce any children.6) 

Community newspaper for the Israelitic communities of Württemberg: 

„Laupheim. On November 21st of this year [1928 – the author] Jacob 
Lammfromm celebrated his 70th birthday. Both through his activities as 

„Gemeindepfleger“ (community administrator) during the worst times of 
the inflation, and as a lay reader during the holidays, and in general by 

leading a quiet and religious life he gained the high esteem and reverence 
of the whole community. This was expressed in the most beautiful way on 

his special day. May he have a very long life by the side of his spouse!“7) 

One year later, on November 11, 1929, Jacob Lammfromm died, a few 

days short of his71th birthday. He was buried in the Jewish cemetery in 
Laupheim, monument N 27/6. His epitaph is praising him as follows: 

„Here is laid to rest a humble, just and honest man, Jaakow Mosche, son 

of the tora scholar Awraham Josef.“8) 

In the following years, his 

wife Clara Lammfromm 
continued to live upstairs in 

her parents’ house, her sister 
Flora Neuhaus lived 

downstairs, until June 1936 
when Flora was taken by her 

son, Dr. Hugo Neuhaus to the 
Jewish hospital in 

Gailingen/Baden. Clara 
remained in Laupheim. At the 

age of 74 years, she probably 
was not able to take care of 

her sick and frail sister Flora. 
In those times both 

maintained close contact in 

writing. In one of the last 
letters of Flora Neuhaus 

November 24, 1936 from the 
Jewish hospital in Gailingen 

to the family of her son in the 
USA she mentioned that she 

was sending the letters from 
America to her sister Clara in 

Laupheim.9) 

The house of the sisters in 

the Kapellenstrasse 13 
(today Nr. 14), where both 
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sisters had lived, originally belonged to their father Jakob Heumann. After 

his death in 1909 the oldest daughter Flora Neuhaus, née Heumann, was 
registered as the owner in the land  register. Her son Dr. Hugo Neuhaus 

shortly before his escape to American exile acted as the seller of the 
house. At the same time the neighbor house Höchstetter was for sale. The 

merchant Wagemann acted as as an interested buyer. Since he was not 
able to pay the price for both houses, he with the barber Andreas Böhler 

and his wife Martha, née Ott, as an additional buyer. The Böhlers 

purchased the house on Kapellenstrasse 13 for 10 000 Reichsmark and 
started a barber shop that is still in existence. According to estimates of 

Josef Benzinger, a respected realtor from 1946, the house was sold for a 
market-based price, so that the Böhler family did not need to make any 

further payments after 1945. It is still in the possession of the Böhler 
family. During a renovation in the cellar in the 70s a Jewish wedding stone 

was found, on which in addition to a partially preserved star of David the 
Hebrew letters „Mem“ and „Tet“ as abbreviations for „Masel tov“ were 

found, which means Good luck, as well as the names Hirsch and Heumann 
together with the number 1822. Most likely Hirsch Heumann and Lotte 

Nathan were the last couple that was married at this wedding stone. They 
rescued it during the demolition of the Synagogue 1822 and built it into 

their house. They were the grand parents of Flora Heumann and Clara 
Lammfromm, née Heumann. The „wedding stone“ is now in the Museum 

of the History of Christians and Jews in  Großlaupheim castle.10) 

 

 

Gottfried Neuhaus, the grandson of her sister Flora Neuhaus, née 
Heumann, remembers Clara Lammfromm: 
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„She was a cheerful person, in contrast to her sister Flora Neuhaus, who 
took things more seriously and pessimistically and who had had to endure 

serious losses in her youth. Clara never had children, but was very well 
liked as a gay soul by the neighborhood children in Laupheim. [. . .] When 

I first met her, she was already living with her husband Jacob on the 
upstairs of Flora’s house on the corner of Judenberg and Kapellenstrasse.“ 
11) 

  

  

Clara Lammfromm, née Heumann. 
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It is not clear where Clara Lammfromm lived in Laupheim after the sale of 
her parents‘ house in 1936. She died on November 24, 1939 at the age of 

77 in Laupheim and was buried, like her husband and her sister before 
her, in the Jewish cemetery in Laupheim, monument S 28/14. 

  

  

1) Registar’s office, Laupheim. Familienregister Volume V. S. 94 –95. 

2) Ebenda und Hauptstaatsarchiv München: Jüdisches Standesregister von 

Buttenwiesen Nr. 024. 

3) Letter from Franz X. Neuner, Buttenwiesen, August 30, 2004. 

4) See Note. 2 u. 3. 
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5) Registar’s office Laupheim. Heiratshauptregister 1888, Nr. 12; Adreß- 
und Geschäfts-Handbuch für die Oberamtsstadt und die Bezirksgemeinden 

Laupheim. München 1925. S. 9. 

6) John Bergmann: The Bergmans from Laupheim. A family chronicle. 
Scarsdale 1983. S. 68–69; Auskunft von Ernst Schäll vom Februar 2003. 

7) Gemeindezeitung für die israelitischen Gemeinden Württembergs, 
Stuttgart 17/1928, S. 219. 

8 Hüttenmeister, Nathanja: The Jewish Cemetery in Laupheim. Laupheim 

1998, S. 503. 

9) Privatarchiv Gottfried Neuhaus, Montclair, New Jersey, USA. 

10) Conversation with Mr. Hubert Böhler, son of Andreas and Martha 

Böhler, on 13. 9.2004; Grundbuchamt Laupheim; Museum zur Geschichte 
von Christen und Juden, Schloss Großlaupheim. 

11) Letter from Gottfried Neuhaus on March 12, 2004. 

12) See note. 8, S. 519. 

  

  

Foto archive: 

Privatarchiv Gottfried Neuhaus, Montclair, USA: Fotos der Personen. Foto-
Archiv Theo Miller, Laupheim: Kapellenstraße. 

Museum zur Geschichte von Christen und Juden, Schloss Großlaupheim: 

Jüdischer Hochzeitsstein 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

The Siblings 

LAUPHEIMER  
30 Kapellenstrasse  

 

Translated by: Maja Mrahovcic 

CHRISTOPH SCHMID  

 
 Regina Laupheimer, born in Laupheim on January 4, 1868, 
 deported to Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942. 

 

 Adolf Laupheimer, born in Laupheim on August 29, 1870, 
 deported to Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942.  

 
 Frieda Laupheimer, born in Laupheim on October 28, 1872, 

 deported to Thersienstadt on August 19, 1942. 
 

 Emma Laupheimer, born in Laupheim on August 3, 1874, 
deported  to Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942. 

 
 Lina Richter, neé Laupheimer, born in Laupheim on October 13, 

 1875, deported to Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942. 
 

 Mina Spengler, neé Laupheimer, born in Laupheim on February 
 8, 1877, date of death is unknown.   

 

 Sigmund Laupheimer, born in Laupheim on February 12, 1880,  
 died in the concentration camp Dachau on December 9, 1938. 

 
 Sara Laupheimer, neé Stern, born in Obersdorf on June 19, 1851, 

 died in Laupheim on March 17, 1933. 
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Regina Laupheimer 

Regina Laupheimer was probably named after her grandmother Regina 
Bernheim who lived in Buchau at the Federsee. The first daughter of 

Regina’s mother Bertha Laupheimer, neé Bernheim, was also named 
Regina but died in the first year or already during birth. 

Little is known about Regina Laupheimer’s childhood and adolescence. She 

worked as a domestic helper. It is assumed that she already moved to 
Ludiwigshafen before 1933 as she is not registered as a resident in 

Laupheim. On December 12, 1938 she returned to Laupheim. Regina 

firstly lived in the rabbinate building that was poorly redesigned into a 
home for senior citizens. Regina Laupheimer was deported with the last 

transport from Laupheim to Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942. 

With a further transport, she was deported to the concentration and 
extermination camp Treblinka on September 26, 1942 where she was 

murdered at the age of 74. 

Adolf Laupheimer 

Little is known about Adolf Laupheimer’s childhood and adolescence. Adolf 

Laupheimer was businessman and was married to Isabella Weil from 
Haigerloch, whom he married on May 12, 1921. The couple had two sons: 

Manfred Laupheimer (born in Laupheim on November 13, 1912) and Willy 
Laupheimer (born in Tübingen on November 8, 1915). However, Adolf’s 

second son Willy drowned at the age of 9 in Haigerloch (town in the 
south-east of Stuttgart) in October 1925.  

Adolf Laupheimer was called up for military service rather late, on March 

4, 1918, and was assigned to a field artillery regiment. Apparently he was 

not involved in any bigger fightings as he was dismissed from military 
service in November 1918. 

Later, Adolf’s marriage with Isabella Weil was divorced and his children 

probably left Laupheim. It is known that Adolf’s first son, Manfred, was 
able to immigrate to the USA during the NS time. Together with his niece 

Elsa Bock, neé Grab, Manfred helped in the restitution process for the 
reimbursement of the estates and financial circumstances of the 

persecuted and murdered relatives. 

During the time of the Nazi regime, Adolf Laupheimer lived in Laupheim. 

He was later one of the inhabitants of the Jewish home for senior citizens, 
located in the former rabbinate building. On August 19, 1942, Adolf 

Laupheimer was deported to Theresienstadt. Only a few weeks later, on 
September 29, 1942, he was transported to Treblinka where he was 

murdered.   
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Frieda Laupheimer 

Little is known about Frieda Laupheimer. Her one year older sister Pauline 
died only a few months before Frieda was born. Frieda Laupheimer 

probably helped her parents with the housework chores and lived until the 
forced resettlement to the Wendelinsgrube ath her parent’s house. From 

the barrack camp in the Wendelinsgrube Frieda and her four siblings were 
deported firstly to Theresienstadt and later, on September 16, 1942, to 

Treblinka where they were murdered. 

Emma Laupheimer 

Nothing is known about Emma Laupheimer’s childhood and adolescence. 

Chronicler August Schenzinger mentions her in his diary entry from July 
20, 1914: 

" Michael Laupheimer’s house, that was built in 1724 with the house 

numbers 23-28 under the authority of the Welden, today raises as a new 
four-storey building as a masterpiece of the Judenberg, even though that 

the effort to place the house right had failed. The most honorable for the 
daughter Emma is that she bears the costs for it." 

By the age of 40, Emma Laupheimer was able to 
finance the construction measures of the parental 

home. Up to that time, all the houses at the 
Judenberg had the same simple form. With the 

gable addition the house fitted better into the row 
of houses at the Kapellenstrasse. 

It appears from the correspondence and the 

juridical proceeding of the post-war period that 

Emma Laupheimer was registered as the 
homeowner. Emma worked as a merchant and 

was therefore the only daughter with a higher 
qualified training. 

Temporary she also lived outside of Laupheim, 

probably in Ludwigsburg, where her older sister 
Regina lived. Emma returned to Laupheim on 

November 11, 1939. She was deported from the 
camp in the Wendelinsgrube in Laupheim to 

Theresienstadt. Later, on September 26, 1942, 

she was deported to Treblinka and murdered 
there. 

The house of the Laupheimer family before the 

renovation. 
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Lina Richter, née Laupheimer 

Lina Laupheimer was married to the merchant Otto Richter from Hannover 
where she probably lived until her husband’s death in 1939. She returned 

in the same year as a widow to Laupheim. However, her return has been 
registered as an influx from Ludwigsburg which may be linked with the 

two sisters of Lina who had lived there. 

Lina Richter also had to live in the barrack camp in the Wendelinsgrube. A 
document from 1941 records the official permission for Emma to attend a 

trip to Ulm. However, the reason for this trip and the exact destination are 

not known. The difficult surrounding circumstances during the ride on this 
winter day have to be taken into consideration. 

The need for a written permission for such a short journey and the strict 

conditions already indicate the oppressing surrounding circumstances for 
the Jewish population at that time. Just a short time before Lina Richter 

went to Ulm, the first members of Laupheim’s Jewish community were 
deported from the same railway station. Maybe she accompanied her 

Jewish housemates to the railway station. 

Lina Richter was like the other Jewish citizens forced to wear the yellow 

star at her jacket that would mark her as a Jewish woman and 
differentiate her from the other passengers. Before the darkness fell she 

had to be back at Wendelinsgrube. 

 

 

Official permission 

to travel for Lina 
Richter of 

December 9, 1941. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lina Richter was 

deported together 
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with the remaining Jewish people and with the last deportation from 
Laupheim on August 19, 1942. This time she left Laupheim forever with a 

train that would lead her into certain death. She was first deported to the 
collection camp at Stuttgart’s Killesberg from where she was braught to 

Theresienstadt. Lina Richter died on November 21, 1943 due to the 
inhuman conditions in the military barracks that were used as a 

concentration camp. 

 

Mina Spengler, née Laupheimer 

Mina Laupheimer is the only of the siblings that can be seen on a 

preserved class photo of the Jewish elementary school. 

She married on May 27, 1919 Adolf Spengler from Bad Cannstatt. Mina 
probably also moved to Bad Canstatt as she was no longer registered in 

Laupheim since then. 

To build an own home, Adolf 

Spengler received a loan from 
Mina’s sister Lina Richter. The 

house was later the matter of 
the restitution procedure for the 

parental home in Laupheim. 
Adolf Spengler himself 

participated from Bad Cannstatt 
in the negotiations in the post-

war period. What happened to 

him during the time of the Nazi 
regime is unknown. It is possible 

that he was not of Jewish origin. 
As Adolf Spengler was listed as 

Mina’s legal  heir, who was not 
documented as a victim of the 

National Socialists, it can be 
assumed that Mina had died 

before the persecution and 
extermination of the Jewish 

community, making her the only 
one out of the eight siblings who 

had not died due to the arbitrary 
measures of the National 

Socialists.  

 

Sigmund 
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Laupheimer 

Sigmund Laupheimer had the byname Marum as a reminiscence of his 
grandfather Marum Marx Laupheimer. Like his grandfather, Sigmund 

continued the family tradition of the Jewish butcher business. 

Sigmund Laupheimer mostly worked in the slaughterhouse. According to 
the reports, he delivered meat and meat products to shops in Laupheim 

and to the surrounding villages. 

With the renovation of the parental house Sigmund had a shop to sell his 

products next to his sister’s shoe shop. This is confirmed by the 
advertisement in the local newspaper “Laupheimer Verkündiger” from 

July, 17 1924. In the advertisement Sigmund describes himself as master 
butcher. As there is no house number mentioned in this advertisement, it 

can be assumed that his butcher shop was well known among the locals. 

 

(“Laupheimer Verkündiger” of July 17, 1924) 

Although that Sigmund was a Jewish butcher, his butcher shop was open 

on Saturdays, the Jewish Shabbat. It is assumed that this has become a 
general practice in the 1920s. 

During the First World War, Sigmund Laupheimer was drafted to military 
service from August 1915 to November 1918. He was probably stationed 

in Ulm. 

In December 1936 the National Socialist authorities accused Sigmund’s 
butcher shop and other Jewish butchers of working with fraudulent 

methods. As these accusations were published in the local and National 

Socialist newspaper of Ulm “Der Stürmer” accompanied by other Anti-
Semitic polemics, the veracity of the accusations can and should be 

questioned. However, the following condemnation demonstrated the 
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danger in which the Jewish people and especially the Jewish traders were 
in. 

Two years later, in the pogrom night from November 9 to 10, 1938, 

Sigmund Laupheimer and 16 other Jewish men from Laupheim were 
arrested and brought to the concentration camp Dachau for “protective 

custody”. Sigmund received the prisoner number 22519. While the other 

men were allowed to return to Laupheim after some weeks, Sigmund 
Laupheimer had to stay. 

December 9, 1938 is documented as his date of death. According to the 

records, he was struck dead in the sub-camp Prittlsbach by the German 
camp garrison. Sigmund was one of the firs victims of direct physical 

violence by the National Socialists from Laupheim. 

Sara Laupheimer, née Stern 

Sara Laupheimer, born in Oberdorf on June 19, 1851, was the aunt of the 

siblings Laupheimer. She was the second wife of the butcher Simon Max 
Laupheimer, who had already died in 1904 and is buried at the Jewish 

cemetery (N 18/6) in Laupheim. 

Sara Laupheimer lived as a widow until her death on March 17, 1933. She 
is buried at the Jewish cemetery in the burial plot S 27/10. 

Sara Laupheier and her husband had a son, Jakob, who was born on 
August 2, 1890 in Laupheim. During the First World War, Jakob was 

drafted into the military as aeronaut and worked with the zeppelins that 
were used in the war. The gigantic but slow zeppelins were soon replaced 

by smaller and more flexible aircrafts. For his merits in the fighting near 
Arras and the Champagne in France he was awarded with the Iron Cross 

of the second class. 

Jakob Laupheimer was married. After the First World War he probably left 
Laupheim. Nothing but his date of death is known about his further life. 

Jakob Laupheimer died on March 3, 1965 in Berlin-Schöneberg. Where 

and how he survived the Nazi dictatorship is unknown. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 
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Translated by: Simon Jönsson, Lisa Schartner, Anita Ahmadpour, Elena 
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Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez, 

Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  
Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

 

CHRISTOPH SCHMID 

 

 
 Samuel “Siegfried” Laupheimer, born March 5, 1882 in 
 Laupheim, died 1955 in New York, USA, [OO Hermine Laupheimer, 

 née Laupheimer, born May 24, 1882 in Laupheim, died January 31, 
 1913 in Laupheim], OO Bertha Laupheimer, née Laupheimer,

 born December 24, 1889 in Laupheim, died in the USA, date of 
 death unknown. 

 
 Children from his first marriage: 

  
 – Alexander Laupheimer, born March 27, 1907 in Munich, 

 
 – Simon Laupheimer, born September 22, 1909 in Laupheim, 

 

 – Erna Fanny Laupheimer, born December 21, 1911 in Laupheim,  
 

 Children from his second marriage: 
 – Hermine Laupheimer, born June 5, 1919 in Laupheim.  

 Immigration of Siegfried Laupheimer’s family 1938/39 to the USA 
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Mittlerer Judenberg: On the left, Siegfried Laupheimer’s house  
(with the stack of wood in front of it). 
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Newspaper article in the Laupheimer Kurier on December 17, 1936, 
stirring up animosity against some of the Jewish butchers in Laupheim 

  

Siegfried Laupheimer’s real name was Samuel; he was named after his 
grandfather. He took up the butcher’s trade just like his grandfather and 

his own father Alexander, who had already died in 1907. 

 

In the history of the Jewish community of Laupheim, Siegfried came from 

one of the two large family lines sharing the surname Laupheimer. Both 
lines trace back to the common great great grandfather Joseph 

Laupheimer who died in 1817 and who is buried in the Jewish cemetery in 
plot number N 3/11. It might be that he was the same Joseph Laupheimer 

who according to old records was head of the community. Back then, 
around 1760, the community was still young. As there were many male 

descendants practising the butcher’s trade in both family lines, it is quite 
possible that he created the tradition or had inherited the trade from his 

forefathers and passed it on to his children. Due to the special dietary 
laws the butcher’s trade was an important and trustworthy profession, 

which made it compatible with the position as head of the community. 
Eventually, the Laupheimers diverged into two family lines starting with 

Joseph’s sons Michael and Alexander. Siegfried Laupheimer was a 

descendant of Alexander’s line. Interestingly enough, the last generation 
living in Laupheim saw the two family lines reunited through his marriage, 

not only once, but twice. In 1901, he married his first wife Hermine 
Laupheimer when they were both only 19. She came from Michael’s family 

line and therefore did not have to change her maiden name. Before the 
outbreak of World War I, they had three children: Alexander, Simon and 

Erna. Siegfried took over his father’s house at 13 Judenberg which was 
next to the House of the Dead of the Jewish cemetery. On January 31, 

1913, Hermine died and was buried in the cemetery next to their house, 
in plot number S 2312. The following summer, Siegfried married his first 

wife’s younger sister Bertha to explicitly confirm the unity of the family. It 
is possible that she had already taken care of the children since they were 

born. 

 

Already in August 1914, Siegfried Laupheimer had to join the armed 

forces. He was stationed as a soldier of the Territorial Army in Heilbronn in 

the 478th Infantry Regiment of Wurttemberg. 

 

Records show that he fought in the battles of Champagne, of Verdun, and 

of the Somme in 1918. He was honoured with the Iron Cross 2nd Class 

and the Order of Merit 3rd Class. He was discharged on November 17, 
1918. 

 

Shortly after the war, on June 5, 1919, Siegfried and Bertha Laupheimer 
could rejoice in the birth of their daughter. She was named Hermine, 

clearly in honour of Siegfried’s first wife and Bertha’s sister. 



 

 

449 
 

 

In the post war period, Siegfried immediately reassumed the butcher’s 
trade. He was allowed to use the premises on the ground floor of the 

small house on the opposite side in the middle of Judenberg. The house 
belonged to the shoemaker family Gut who was living upstairs. 

The apartment was only accessible by wooden stairs outside until it was 
later renovated. It is said that he would deliver meat by using a cart 

harnessed to his strong dog. Apparently, he was also a cattle trader. 

As was reported by the newspaper Laupheimer Verkündiger on February 
25, 1927, he earned the title of master craftsman in the same year. 

In December 1936, the NS authorities conducted a major campaign in 
which they accused him of fraud, namely tax evasion and the forgery of 

weight cards. Amongst others, he and his son, who was his apprentice in 
the butchery during the Nazi era, were apparently the main targets of the 

accusations of the Nazi authorities. 

 

The clearly anti Semitic tendency of the conformed media, especially in 

the propaganda 
newspaper from Ulm 

named Der Stürmer, gives 
the impression that the 

accusations were trivial 
and groundless. 

  

The house of the 
shoemaker Gut. 

 

The consequence of the 
accusations and the 

imposed punishments was 
that the family began 

seriously and urgently 
considering emigration. 

Already in January 1938, 
Simon Laupheimer 

immigrated to the USA. 
The same year, his father 

sold the house along with 
the business premises 

under great, constantly 
growing pressure, and 

soon followed his son to 
the USA. After some time, 

his wife Bertha and the 
other children followed. On 

May 31, 1939, he wrote a 

letter from New York to his 
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friend and fellow butcher Xaver Glass in Laupheim reminiscing over times 
long past that they had spent together.  

 

His letter said: 

 

“Dear friend Glass and dear family Glass! 

 
Last week, I picked up David Löwenthal from the ship, and on Sunday, I 

met him again, and he said that my old acquaintances sent their regards. 
Therefore, I no longer wish to wait with writing to you, my dear friend. 

So, you and your family are well, and I can say the same about my loved 
ones and myself. I still think and speak a lot about you all, and I am still 

glad that we got along so well. I think that if the times and the people had 
not changed, the two of us would still be working together.” 

  

He continues talking about his new life and gives detailed descriptions 
about the butcher's trade in the USA at that time. 

 

“We have a beautiful apartment with a gas stove, an electric refrigerator, 
and running warm and cold water in the kitchen. Here you don't need any 

wood, because everything is heated with steam. Our Simon is still working 
in the same sausage factory in Washington, they produce 10,000 

sausages a day, mostly Vienna sausages...” 
 

Siegfried Laupheimer died in 1955 in New York. His wife Bertha continued 
to live there. It is unknown in which year she died. For the memorial Yad 

Vashem, she had filled in some memorial sheets in honour of the victims 
of the Nazi dictatorship. Some of them were about former neighbours and 

relatives from Laupheim. 
 

  

Alexander Laupheimer 
 

Alexander was the first child of Siegfried Laupheimer's marriage with 

Hermine Laupheimer. His place of birth is unusual because amongst all his 
siblings, he was the only one not to be born in Laupheim, but in Munich. 

Perhaps they had relatives there. Much about his life is unknown except 
that he was a merchant and a gifted musician. 

At the age of 17 he accompanied the male choral society of Laupheim, 

Concordia, on the piano during a concert. At the same concert, even a 
nobleman, namely a certain Duke of Urach (Fürst von Urach und Graf von 

Württemberg), appeared on stage as a soloist. Alexander Laupheimer's 
talent was noted in a review in the newspaper Laupheimer Verkündiger: 

 

“The young gentleman Alexander Laupheimer accompanied the Waltz Am 
Wörthersee with high precision, fearlessness and gallantry. He seems to 
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be a person with a musical disposition and a strong sense of rhythm.” 
(February 8, 1924) 

 

The programme as well as the review showed 
that there was a harmonious and natural 

cooperation between the actors, who belonged to 
different religions. This was made possible 

especially by the long time Jewish cantor Emil 
Dworzan, who was in charge of the event’s 

overall management and who therefore was 
lauded. 

 

It is likely that Alexander Laupheimer did not live 
in Laupheim later on. In 1936, he returned from 

Düsseldorf and shortly afterwards, he immigrated 
to the USA.  

 

Simon Laupheimer 
 

Simon Laupheimer was a merchant. After having 
lived in the Cologne district Lindenthal, he moved 

back to Laupheim in March 1933. As can be seen 
in the records of the defamation process against his father Siegfried, he 

was the apprentice in his father’s butchery during the Nazi era. In 1938, 

he managed to immigrate to the USA. 

 

For a collection of records on the fate of the Jews from Wurttemberg 
during the Nazi era, he provided the following information about himself 

and his family: 

 

“I was born in Laupheim in 1909. My father Siegfried Laupheimer, born in 

1882, was a butcher in Laupheim. He died in New York in 1955. My 
mother lives at 701 West 180th Street in New York City. My wife was born 

in Königsbach/Baden in 1908. We got married in 1940 and do not have 

any children. 
 

Originally, I was a merchant in Laupheim. Later on, I worked as a butcher 
and owned a restaurant in Washington, D.C., for twenty years. We live in 

this city and we are active members of the Adas Israel Congregation and 
the organisation of Achduth. My wife is an active volunteer for the elder 

care of Hadassah.” 
 

  

Erna Fanny Laupheimer 
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There is not much information about Siegfried Laupheimer’s daughter, 
Erna Fanny. She worked as a governess. She returned to Laupheim from 

London on June 24, 1938. It can therefore be assumed that she had lived 
and worked in London for a certain time. According to a letter from the 

mayor’s office, Erna Fanny only intended to stay in Laupheim until her 
father was released from custody. Shortly thereafter, on January 21, 

1939, she moved back to London and in the very same year she 
immigrated to the USA. 

  

Hermine Laupheimer 
 

Hermine was Siegfried Laupheimer’s only child from his second marriage 
with his wife Bertha. Hermine was referred to as a Haustochter, an 

unmarried girl still living with her parents. She returned from Munich on 

July 1, 1936, which suggests that she must have lived there for some 
time. One year later, on July 20, 1937, she immigrated to New York where 

she would soon be reunited with her parents and siblings. 

 

By immigrating to the USA, all members of this Jewish family were able to 

escape Nazi persecution and annihilation.   

  

Adolf Alexander “Jossel” Laupheimer 
 

Adolf Alexander Laupheimer was deported on August 22, 1942, from 
Dellmensingen to Theresienstadt. Little is known about his life. Bertha 

Laupheimer, Siegfried’s second wife, filled in some memorial sheets in his 
honour for the memorial Yad Vashem in Israel. 

 

According to her, he was also called “Jossel”. His parents were Josef 
Laupheimer and Jette, née Rödelheimer. But only his father’s grave can be 

found in the Jewish cemetery of Laupheim, namely in plot number N 1/9. 
Records show that he was a butcher and the innkeeper of the Jewish Zum 

Kronprinz. 

 

His son Adolf Alexander was not married. It is not known whether he 

spent most of his life in Laupheim. Before being deported, he lived in the 
Jewish retirement home in Dellmensingen. It is likely that he was 

deported from here because he is not on the Laupheim list of victims of 

August 19, 1942. He died in Theresienstadt on October 13, 1942. 

 

His name appears on the commemorative plaque in the Jewish cemetery 
of Laupheim. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

LEVY, Bella and Ernst  

2 Kapellenstrasse  

  

Translated by: Claudia Altmann und Mike Bingold   

Supervisor: Renee Remy, M.A. Deutsche Linguistik 
Staatlich geprüfte Übersetzerin für Englisch und Technik 

Fremdspracheninstitut der Landeshauptstadt München  

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

 

[Lucien Levy, born on  October 3, 1885, missing since  March 21, 

 1916 in Russia] 

 

Bella Levy, née Erlebacher, born on  January 6, 1888 in  

Diedelsheim, emigrated to the USA on  December 29, 1939, died 

 around 1965 in Kibbutz Hazorea, Israel, 
  

 - Ernst Levy, born on 22 June 1915 in Laupheim, died on 
February 25, 2004 in Kibbutz Hazorea, Israel, OOAnneliese  

Wachtner, born on 24 March 1920 in Berlin, died on  June 30, 1946  

in Haifa (present-day Israel), 
  

 - Uri Levy, born on  February 24, 1940 in Kibbutz Hazorea 
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Bella Levy is Alfred Samuel Erlebacher’s nine year elder sister, whose 
biographic summary is shown in the previous article.  She was born on 

January 6, 1888 in Diedelsheim, as the oldest of four children, to Abraham 
and Pauline Erlebacher, née Heilbronner.  She spent the first years of her 

life in her birthplace, together with her younger siblings Hermine (* 
August 4, 1891), Sophie (* October 22, 1894) and Alfred Samuel (* 

August 10, 1897). At the beginning of the 20th century, the family moved 
to Laupheim, where Abraham Erlebacher took over his father-in-law’s 

soap works company after his death. Little is known about Bella’s life.  On  
July 17, 1914 she married Lucien Benjamin Levy in Laupheim, who, 

according to the family’s register, was a tailor in Heidelberg.  On 5 August 

1914, the „newly-wed” husband had already enlisted in the back-up 
infantry regiment number 250 in Freiburg im Breisgau, a city in Baden-

Wuerttemberg.  According to the „Listing of Belligerent of the Jewish 
Community” by Jonas Weil, Lucien Benjamin Levy was wounded in March 

1916 in Russia and had gone missing since then.  Their only son Ernst was 
born on  June 22, 1915 in Laupheim and, therefore, was never able to 

meet his father. 
 

Bella Levy stayed near her relatives in Laupheim where she and her son 
lived on Kapellenstreet 2.  At that time the pub “Bären” existed, which the 

older citizens of Laupheim may still remember.  What she did for a living 
was unascertainable.  Finding a picture of her was equally difficult. 

 
There is a picture of her son Ernst who attended the Jewish primary 

school and later the Secondary Modern School here in Laupheim. This 

picture is from 1928 and shows him when he was a member of the 
harmonica orchestra.  At this time he was nearly 13 years old.  Ernst was 

likely to have finished the Secondary Modern School in Laupheim and an 
apprenticeship.  However, detailed information is missing.  Both Bella and 

Ernst were members of the „Zionist Union of Germany, Laupheim branch,” 
whose fundamental aim was the creation of a homestead governed by 

public law for the Jewish nation in Palestine, formulated at the first Zionist 
Congress in Basel in 1897. 

  

 

 Ernst Levy, 
Bernhard Kästle 

and Lothar 
Lewin (v. l.). 
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On the  January 1, 1937 Ernst Levy went to Munich where he prepared 
himself for emigration to Palestine. On the  April 27, 1939 he got married 

to the Jewish cook Anneliese Wachtner from Berlin, who lived in 
Charlottenburg -a district of Berlin.  As part of the left-wing youth 

movement 'Hashomer Hazair', he emigrated to the British mandated 
territory of Palestine with her.  There they joined the kibbutz Hazore'a 

located in the Jezreel Valley.  On 24 February 1940, their son Uri Levy was 
born in the kibbutz Hazore'a.  The wife and mother Anneliese Levy already 

died at the tender age of only 26.  While developing the new territory for 
the prospective Jewish state (Israel), which was declared on the  May 14, 

1948, Ernst Levy, now called Ephraim Levy, provided valuable work.  This 

was due to his having become a purposeful farmer in the kibbutz.  Years 
later he met Martha Hofheimer there.  Originally from Laupheim, she had 

already been widowed twice. He spent some years in a long-term 
relationship with her. 

Belly Levy succeeded in emigrating to the USA on  December 29, 1939 

due most likely to the help of her brother Alfred Erlebacher. After 1948, 
she lived temporarily with her son Ephraim Levy, in his house in the 

kibbutz Hazore'a in Israel, where she died in the 1970s. 
  

Ephraim Levy suffered a massive stroke in May 1981 which confined him 

to a wheelchair and this proved to be a big burden on his life. At this 
point, they were referring to a picture in an article about the Wertheimer 

family, showing him sitting in a wheelchair.  Despite his disability he 
accepted an invitation, extended to all the former citizens of the city of 

Laupheim, to visit his hometown.  Ephraim Levy died at the age of 88 
on  February 25, 2004 in the kibbutz Hazore'a in Israel.  His son Uri Levy 

and daughter-in-law Imra have 4 sons and several grandchildren. 
  

  
Sources: 

  
Address and business manual for the official city and county councils 

Laupheim 1925. E-mail from Rolf Emmerich of 31 July, 2008. 
  

Erlebacher family Papers, 1937-54.  Milwaukee Small Col.  59.1 cubic ft., 

the Milwaukee Urban Archives 
  

Hüttenmeister, Nathanja: The Jewish cemetery Laupheim. 1998. 
Laupheim 1998 

  
Kohl, Waltraut: The history of the Jewish community in Laupheim 1965. 

Standesamt Laupheim. Familienregisterband V. S. 262. 
  

Weil, Jonas: Register of combatants of the Israelite community of 
Laupheim. Laupheim 1919.  
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

LEWIN, Bella,  
34 Kapellenstrasse 

   

Translation by: Clara Steiner-Jay 

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

 

 

 [Leo Lewin, born 22. 10. 1882, Schwetz a. d. Weichsel, Bez. 
 Graudenz, died in combat  9. 10. 1915 near Ypern/Belgium], OO  

 Bella Lewin, née Hirschfeld, born 29. 12. 1889 in Laupheim, 

 emigrated on 1. 8. 1941 to New York, USA, died in 1964. 

  

– Lothar Lewin, born 27. 2. 1915 in Stuttgart-Feuerbach, died in 

 1998. 
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„My mother Bella Lewin, née Hirschfeld, was a war widow. Born in 1889 in 
Laupheim, she came with me to the United States in August 1941. She 

earned her living as a nurse for infants. She died in 1964.“ 

The matter-of-fact and short 

summary of Lothar Lewin about his 
mother’s life story, which were 

printed in the book „Lebenszeichen. 
Juden aus Württemberg nach 

1933“ (Signs of Life, Jews from 
Württemberg after 1933), are an 

important trace of her life. It is 
thanks to this book that was 

published in 1982 in Gerlingen that 
some life stories of emigrated 

Laupheimer Jews have been 
handed down by the emigrants 

themselves. The book was created 

thanks to the initiative of Walter 
Strauss, the president of the Jews 

from Württemberg in New York, 
who asked emigrated 

Württemberger Jews that he knew 
to document their personal stories 

for their children and grand-
children so that they would know 

where they came from. The 
printing was supported by the 

government of the state of Baden-
Württemberg.     Bella Lewin in her early fifties.

       (State archive Sigmaringen) 

Bella Lewin was born on December 29, 1889 in Laupheim as the second 

and youngest daughter of Leopold Hirschfeld (1849–1905) and Pauline, 
née Heilbronner (1859–1932). Her sister Laura Hirschfeld who was 2 

years older married Siegfried Kurz, and her life history has been portrayed 
in a previous article. The sisters‘ parents ran a cigar store in the 

Kapellenstraße 34 under the name of  Leopold Hirschfeld & Co., which was 
later taken over by their son-in-law Siegfried Kurz. 

Not much is known about the life of Bella Lewin, and the only picture of 
her is in the  documents of the state archive Sigmaringen. On July 

30,1912 she married Leo Lewin in Laupheim, who was born on October 
20, 1882 in Schwetz a. d. Weichsel, Bez. Graudenz. The marriage didn’t 

last long, since two years later, on November 5, 1914, Leo Lewin joined 
the reserve infantry regiment Nr. 120 in Stuttgart as a reservist and 

fought as a German soldier in World War 1. His wife Bella Lewin was very 
pregnant at this time, and the couple’s only son, Lothar Lewin, was born 

on February 27, 1915 in Feuerbach. It can be assumed that Leo Lewin 
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received “vacation from the front” (Fronturlaub) for the birth of his son. 
But the young father already died in combat on October  9, 1915 near 

Ypern in the province of Westflandern in Belgien. The town of Ypern was 
severely battled during several battles with high loss of life during World 

War I. In the second battle of Flandern from April 22 until May 25, 1915 
Ypern could not be taken over by the Germans which led to an occupation 

during the battle, in the course of which Leo Lewin lost his life. 

Leo Lewin’s personal data can be found in the “Verzeichnis von 

Kriegsteilnehmern der israelitischen Gemeinde Laupheim“ (Directory of 
war participants from the Israelite community of Laupheim), which was 

started by Jonas Weil in 1919. There are records of 82 men from the 
Jewish community. Nine of them, which amounts to 11 percent, lost their 

life for the German fatherland. One of them was Leo Lewin. In this context 
it appears somewhat unusual that he was entered in the book, since he 

and his wife didn’t live in Laupheim. This is also confirmed by the 
birthplace of their son, namely Stuttgart-Feuerbach. After the death of her 

husband Bella Lewin moved back to her family in Laupheim in 1916 , her 
mother Pauline Hirschfeld and the family of her sister Laura Kurz. Her 

addresses for the following years are Bella‘s parents‘ house in the 
Kapellenstraße 33, but in the Laupheim address book from 1925 it is 

Judenberg 26, and in the Laupheim address book from 1938 her address 

is listed as  Kapellenstraße 1. Bella Lewin‘s return with her son Lothar may 
have led to the entry of Leo Lewin in the above-mentioned directory.  

Only a few traces of their life in Laupheim were found. The only 

photograph of Lothar Lewin dates from his school days. On the picture of 
the harmonica orchestra of the Realschule (middle school) from 1928 the 

fiendly looking 13-year-old boy is seated in the center of the first row. 

In addition to a number of Christian fellow pupils there were among others 

Ernst Levy and Betty Wallach who like him were born in 1915. 

From his membership in the orchestra it can be concluded, that he was a 
pupil of the Realschule in Laupheim. Before that he must have attended 

the Jewish elementary school in the Radstraße from 1922 to 1926 After 
graduating from the Realschule he went through a merchant 

apprenticeship and as a 19-year-old moved to Stuttgart in 1934, nothing 
else is known about it. The contact with Laupheim certainly remained 

since his mother continued to live there. 
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On July 30, 1941 Bella and Lothar 
Lewin emigrated to the USA. They 

were successful in doing this literally 
at the last moment, since a decree 

was issued by the security office of the 
Reich (Reichssicherheitshauptamt) on 

October 23, 1941 ordering to prevent 
the emigration of Jews with immediate 

effect. This was followed by the first 
deportations to the east in November 

1941 and finally the systematic 

murder of the German and European 
Jews. 

 

Picture of the  harmonica orchestra of 

the Realschule Laupheim 1928, bottom 

row from left.: Bernhard Kästle, Lothar 
Lewin, Burkert. 

  

The close circumstances of their 

emigration, which in 1941 was 

extremely difficult and rare, are 
unknown. It is likely that the nephew 

of Bella and the cousin of Lothar 
Lewin, Rudolf Kurz, must have helped 

them. He had emigrated to the USA in 1940. Bella‘s sister Laura Kurz, her 
brother-in-law Rubin and sister-in-law Melanie Schwarz, née Kurz, 

remained in Laupheim. They most certainly had also tried to emigrate. 
How and why  it failed  for them in the end, is as difficult to trace today as 

is the success in other cases. As reported in a previous article they 
became victims of the Shoa. 

The following letter gives an impression of how after the merciless 
expulsion and systematic violent annihilation of the Jewish population of 

Gemany, the national socalist system created its own laws in order to take 
over the estate of the victims – no matter how small. 

The main finance office of Württemberg wrote in a letter from June 8, 

1944 to the  finance office in Biberach: 

„Lothar Israel Lewin, born on February 27, 1915, and Bella Sara Lewin, 

born on December 29, 1889, both living in Laupheim, Kapellenstraße 33, 
emigrated on July 30, 1941 to America. Their assets have been handed 

over to the Reich, according to a message of the Gestapo office in 
Stuttgart from April 24, 1943. I have used the household goods stored at 
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Adolf Epting GmbH in Stuttgart, consisting of 2 suitcases and their content 
for the supply of those that have suffered losses due to air attacks 

(Fliegergeschädigten). The total proceeds amount to 428.15 RM. I have 
instructed the Oberfinanzkasse to transfer this amount to you and am 

requesting that all the necessary steps should be taken to account for this 
amount.“ 

(Staatsarchiv Sigmaringen Wü 126/2 Nr.7) 

At the end of this article we will let Lothar Lewin speak one more time, 
who described his life as follows: 

„I, Lothar Lewin, was born in 1915 in Stuttgart-Feuerbach. In 1941 I 

emigrated to the USA. In 1943 I married Susi Weil. My wife’s mother was 

Rosa Weil, née Marx, born in 1884. She was also a widow and lived in 
Buchau on the Federsee. At the end of 1941 she was transported to Riga 

from where she didn’t return. My daughter Linda was born in 1950; she is 
married and lives in Leonia, New Jersey. 

From 1943 to 1946 I served in the US Army (in the South Pacific). In 

1952 I joined  Interstate Chemical Corp in Fort Lee, N.J. as a sales 
director and later was Executive Vice Präsident of the same company until 

1978. I have been active in the community of  Ohav Sholaum, Washington 
Heights, for the last 12 years as the president of the Mens’ Club.“ 

 

The announcement in the journal „Aufbau“, which was published in New 
York as the paper of the Jewish emigres, announced the death of Lothar 

Lewin on 4. December 1998. Of note is the addition under the name of the 
deceased „formerly Laupheim“, („ehemals Laupheim“), which shows the 

connection with his former home community until his death. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

LÖVINGER, 

Josef, Anna, Berta 
26 Kapellenstrasse  

  

Translated by: Peter Ritz 

KARL NEIDLINGER  

 
 -    Josef Lövinger, born May 20, 1869 Laupheim, single, died 
 November 6, 1936 Laupheim  

 

 -    Anna Lövinger, born November 1, 1876 Laupheim, singel,  
 deported August 19, 1942 to Theresienstadt, murdered September 

 9, 1942 KZ Treblinka 
 

 -    Berta Lövinger, born September 10, 1998 Zürich, singel, 
 murdered December 1, KZ Riga 
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“Most of the members of this family emigrated from 1850 to 1890 to 
overseas destinations and thus escaped the persecution of the Nazi 

regime. (...) Leaving their hometown gave them the chance to start new 
existences in free America as the Jews had full equality since the entry 

into force of the Constitution of 1789. (...) The offspring of these 
immigrants today, in part, hold remarkable positions in the fields of 

science, religion, politics and the economy.”  
  

(from: Ludwig Kahn, The Lövinger family from Laupheim, in: Deutsche 
Zeitung für Familienkunde, Heft 1/1967) 

 

Ludwig Kahn, himself an offspring of the Laupheim Lövinger family, 
published the full version of his essay on his family in English in the USA. 

The German version in the above mentioned journal has been very much 
shortened. It supplies valuable general information on his family but 

unfortunately almost nothing about the last Laupheim Lövingers, Josef 
and Anna and their illegitimate daughter Berta. There is only one poor 

photo of the Shoa victim Anna, none of Berta Lövinger; testimonies of 
contemporary witnesses and other sources keep silent on them people. 

This is surely due to the high mobility which characterises  this family and 
constantly led Anna and Berta Lövinger away from Laupheim. 

  
Josef and Anna’s parents were Isak Lövinger (1834 – 1899) and Helene 

Lövinger (1838 – 1909), both born in Laupheim and were cousins. Isak 
emigrated to America in 1854, Helene followed in 1857 and on April 3, 

1859 they married in St Louis, Missouri. The Midwest of the USA, Dakota, 

Minnesota or Missouri were the preferred destinations of this family. The 
first two children, Leon-Lazarus (1860) and Sibylle (1862) were born in 

the USA but in 1862 Isak and Helene returned to Laupheim. They lived 
again in the family´s house in Kapellenstrasse 26, the central one of the 

three houses on Judenberg (Jewish hill) (also the home of the Bergmann 
family, see photo page 54) where the Lövingers owned a part since the 

beginnings. Here their eleven additional children were born up to the year 
1876, when Anna, the youngest was born. Seven of those died soon after 

their birth. 
  

  

The children: 
  

Leon-Lazarus, the eldest, became a teacher and died at the age of 37 in 

1897 in Bad Schussenried. Amalie (born 1865), the fourth child, married 
into Switzerland and died at the age of 32 named Amalie Bollag in 

Endingen/Aargau.  
  

Josef, the seventh child, stayed in Laupheim. His profession is quoted as 
“tradesman”, he sremained at the same address and remained single and 

in later years his youngest sister Anna was his housekeeper.When he died 
in 1936 his gravestone was marked with the Levitic jug as a symbol like 
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many others of his family. That is because the family name “Lövinger” is 
derived from “Levi”; it is not a name derived from a destination as there is 

no place name “Lövingen” but so to say the Germanisation of a Hebrew 
sounding name. There is also the spelling “Levinger”, “Loevinger” or 

“Lovinger” in the USA, a Laupheim “Levi” even hanged his name about 
1800 into “Löffler”. In all there are 44 gravestones with this name in the 

Laupheim cemetery – a clear sign of the size and importance of this old 
family, possibly setted here since the year 1760. 

  
The eleventh child was the daughter Ida (born 1873) who also emigrated 

as a young girl to the USA. Under the name Ida Witmondt she claimed 

restitution of the share in the house Kapellenstrasse 26 which was granted 
in 1955. Max Kahn-Longini from Basel, certainly a relative of Ludwig 

Kahn, the family researcher, had dealt with the restitution claims of the 
US branch of the family. 

  
Anna, the thirteenth and last child of the family, can be detected as an 

elementary school child on the school photo with teacher Asher. 
  

How her life continued after school, why she was in Zürich when she gave 
birth to her daughter Berta, what she did for a living, when she came back 

to Laupheim, all these questions remain unsolved. Her daughter Berta was 
registered only from 1928 in Kapellenstrasse 26 in Laupheim and then 

again at several intervals. Anna, however, was always a Laupheim citizen. 
As early as September 1936 Berta lived in a shack in Wendelinsgrube, 

probably not forcefully other many Jewish people later. In October 1941 

her mother Anna had to move there 
but they could only live together for a 

short time: Berta was put on the first 
deportation train to Riga on 

November 28, 1941 and killed there 
soon after her arrival. 

  

Anna Lövinger as a student at the  
Israelitische Volksschule (Israelite 

Elementary School) 1884/85 
Photo by Leo Baeck Institute NY 
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Photo: Die Notwohnsiedlung “Wendelinsgrube”  
(The emergency dwellings “Wendelinsgrube” ) 

 Extract from a plan of the year 1936 
(Archives Robert Ess) 
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 The emergency dwellings Wendelinsgrube 

The town of Laupheim had constructed emergency shacks since 1927 to 

house socially deprived and homeless people in the disused front based 
part of the gravel pit “Wendelinsgrube” to the west of the town between 

the road to the Westbahnhof (Western station) and the railroad line . 

Immediately after World War I, in times of great need, these people had 
been housed in disused railroad cars which were placed there on a side 

track. The enormous housing problem was never really solved in the time 
between the wars and as the extract of the plans of 1936 shows, up to 

that point there had been eleven wooden shacks erected with neither 
water supply nor electricity. To those who were threatened by poverty and 

social decline people in Laupheim used to say:”Watch out or you will end 
up in the railroad cars,” meaning the Wendelinsgrube with its beginnings 

as partly mobile railroad car community. 
  

Berta Lövinger probably was the first Jewish dweller in those shacks. From 
1939 the state systematically set out to deprive the Jews of their houses 

and apartments and to send them to those community dwellings. Anna 
Lövinger was able to stay for a relatively long time in her own apartment 

till October 1941, whereas most Jews had to leave their houses much 

earlier. Many had had gone through numerous removals before they were 
deported from these community dwellings to the East. Anna Lövinger also 

was deported from the Wendelinsgrube along with the other inhabitants to 
Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942. But even there she could not stay, 

but instead, four weeks later was transported to the extermination camp 
Treblinka where she was murderes in the gas chamber. 

 

Die Notwohnsiedlung “Wendelinsgrube”  

The emergency dwelling “Wendelinsgrube”  
 
The Stadt Laupheim (Town of Laupheim) had constructed emergency 

dwellings since 1927 to house socially weak and homeless people in the 
disused front based part of the gravel pit “Wendelinsgrube” west of the 

town between the road to the Westbahnhof (Western station) and the 

railroad line . Immeditately after World War I when need was at its top 
these people had been housed in disused railroad cars which were placed 

there on a side track. The enormous housing problem was not solved in 
the time between the wars and as the extract of the plans of 1936 shows 

up to that point there had been eleven wooden shacks erected without 
water supply nor electricity. To those who were threatened by poverty and 

social decline people in Laupheim said:”Watch out or you will end up in 
the railroad cars” meaning the Wendelinsgrube with their beginning in the 

partly mobile railroad car community. 
 

Berta Lövinger probably was the first Jewish dweller in those shacks. From 
1939 the state systematically deprived the Jews of their houses and 
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apartments and to send them to those community dwellings. Anna 
Lövonger could stay for a relatively long time in her own apartment till 

October 1941. Most Jews had to leave their houses much earlier. Many 
had had many removals before they were deported from their community 

dwellings to the East. Anna Lövinger also was deported from the 
Wendelinsgrube along with the other inmates to Theresienstadt on August 

19, 1942. But even there she could not rest, but four weeks later was 
dragged to the extermination camp Treblinka where she was assassinated 

in the gas chamber. 
 

Sources:  

Quellen: 

Staatsarchiv Sigmaringen, Wü 126/2. 

Kahn, Ludwig: Die Familie Lövinger aus Laupheim/Württemberg. Ein 

Beitrag zur deutsch-jüdischen Auswanderung. In: Deutsche Zeitschrift für 
Familienkunde, Heft 1, Jan. 1967, Neustadt/Aisch, S. 535-542. John-

Bergmann-Nachlass, Reel 1, Box 2, Stadtarchiv Laupheim. 

Translation Peter Ritz May 5, 2016 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

LÖWENTHAL, 

Lazarus Michael 
City councilor and hop tradesman, 

Kapellenstrasse 65  

  

Translated by: Janet Weiss 

ROBERT Eß 

  

 Lazarus Michael „Louis David“ Löwenthal born June13, died 
 June 23, 1943 in Theresienstadt OO  

 Doris Löwenthal, née Klein born Sept.30, 1876, in 

 Roth/Schwabach died April 6, 1942 in Theresienstadt–  

 [Getti, married name Kuttler born May 30, 1902 in Laupheim, 

 emigrated to the  USA] 

 Selma Karolina  born March 25, 1903 in Laupheim  murdered  May 
 3, 1942in Theresienstadt 

 [Dinah married name Maly born March 31, 1906 in Laupheim 
 emigrated to the USA] 

 [David born July 17, 1907 in Laupheim emigrated to the  USA, died 

 Jan. 21, 1955 in Nassau, N.Y., USA] 
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Lazarus Michael “Louis” Löwenthal, alias „schwarzer Lui“, came from 
the old-established Löwenthal family. His father David Löwenthal (1823–

1898) was a son of Marx Löwenthal (1816–1856), the founder of the 
company M. Löwenthal and Son, Hop Wholesaler, at Kapellenstrasse 

75.Lazarus “Louis”  Löwenthal was married to Doris Klein and  ran a cattle 
dealing business in  Kapellenstrasse 62.  

Letter head of Marx Löwenthal 

(Archives: Michael Schick) 
 

During the  Night of Broken Glass (“Pogromnacht”) from Nov. 9 – 10, 

1938, Louis Löwenthal, together with 16 further Jewish businessmen, was 
arrested, first taken to Ulm and from there to the concentration camp in 

Dachau. 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///E:/Eigene Webs/Gedenkbuch online/GEDENKBUCH BILDER/61 Loewenthal Latarus Hopfenhandel/M Loewenthal Brief 1933.pdf
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Louis Löwenthal, alias 
„schwarzer Lui“, photo from the 

1930s 
  

(Photo: Bilderkammer Museum) 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

With reference to this incident the Ulmer Tagblatt reported on November 
11,1938: 

  
 “Justified popular wrath – 56 Jews in protective custody. 

  
In the course of the night, the police arrested 29 Jews from Ulm, 19 Jews 

from Laupheim, 8 Jews from Buttenhausen, who were provisionally put 
under guard at the police station and then sent to the police jail in the 

Griesbadgasse. They will stay in protective custody until further notice! In 
the afternoon the prisoners were taken to the jail near the Zundeltor, 

where they joined others who had been taken there directly. On the 
morning of November 11, a bus travelled to Dachau.” 

  

Louis Löwenthal was only discharged on January 4, 1939, under the 
condition “that they would keep quiet about their imprisonment, sell their 

property and leave Germany”1) 

On November 9, 1939, the first anniversary of the Night of Broken 
Glass,  Louis Löwenthal, together with twelve other Jewish men, was, at 

the instigation of the District Administrator,once more taken into 
protective custody.  He was taken to the district-court prison with the aid 

of SS men and men of the Reich Labour Service.2) 

In September 1941 the 76-year old, together with his wife Doris and 

daughter Selma, had to move out of the house in the Kapellenstrasse, into 
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the  “Jewish Old People’s Home”  at  Judenberg 2 (the former Rabbinate). 
On November 25, 1941 the following objects bacame the property of the 

Reich, in accordance with the 11th Decree of the Reich Citizenship Laws of 
November 25, 1941:  

        the house at  Kapellenstrasse 62 (two storeys),  

        the vegetable garden behind the house and the orchard,  

        altogether 951 square metres. 

  

On January 7, 1942 the mayor of Laupheim wrote to the State Financial 
Authority about the exploitation of Jewish assets at Kapellenstrasse 62: 

  
“Louis David Löwenthal, the owner, is still living in Laupheim and 

therefore the legal proprietor. It can, however, be expected that they, too, 
will be deported to the East”. 3) 

  
In August 1942, both Louis Löwenthal and his wife Doris were deported to 

the concentration camp inTheresienstadt. She died of debilitation shortly 
after their arrival on September 6. Louis Löwenthal died on June 23, 1943. 

  
In 1905, there had been 51 cattle dealers in Laupheim (50 belonging to 

the Israelite community, and one Christian). David Lazarus “Louis” was 

the last of the Jewish cattle dealers of Laupheim to die. 

  

The Children: 
  

Selma Karolina Löwenthal, born on May 30, 1902 in Laupheim, was 
unmarried and in 1933 lived at first in Frankfurt am Main. In 1936 she 

lived in Ulm on the Danube and up to 1938 in Cologne. After that she 
returned to Laupheim to her parents, who lived in Kapellenstrasse. Later, 

she and her parents had to move to the former Rabbinate at Judenberg 2.  
In 1942, Selma Löwenthal was first deported from Laupheim to the 

concentration camp in Theresienstadt, and from there on August 20, 
1942, directly to the extermination camp Icbica near Lublin. 
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 Rosa Einstein and Selma Löwenthal (on the right) in the kitchen of the 
Jewish old people’s home 

  

Son David Löwenthal, born on July 17, 1907 in Laupheim, was 
unmarried and a butcher. He returned to Laupheim on June 5, 1935, from 

Bad Wildungen. 
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Getti, married name Kuttler, and Dinah, married name Maly, 
emigrated to the USA together with their brother David. 

  
The two surviving sisters, Getti and Dinah, and their brother David, were 

the legitimate inheritors of the property at Kapellenstrasse 62. In May, 
1952, they filed a petition for the restitution of the property and the 

reembursement of the rental income due up to that date, of which the tax 
office in Biberach was in charge. The restitution of their property followed 

promptly.4) 
  

 

Getti in a school photograph of 1909. 
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Kapellenstrasse 62 and 64, the two Löwenthal houses on the right-hand 
side of the street in their present-day state. 

  
(Foto: Robert Eß) 

Sources:  
  

1) „Die Deportation der Juden aus Laupheim“, Seite 23, Cornelia 

Hecht/Antje Köhler Schmidt. 
  

2) „Die Deportation der Juden aus Laupheim“, Seite 31. 
  

3) Schreiben des Laupheimer Bürgermeisters an die Oberfinanzdirektion 
von Württemberg in Stuttgart. und „Deportation der Juden aus 

Laupheim“, Seite 75. 
  

4) Staatsarchiv Sigmaringen Wü 126/2 Nr. 3, Schreiben von Martin D. 
Löwenthal im Namen der Erben am 15. Mai 1951 an das 

Bürgermeisteramt Laupheim. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

LÖWENTHAL, Lazarus 

Hops dealer, Kapellenstraße 64 

  

Translated by: Clara Steiner-Jay 

ROBERT E ß 

  

[Lazarus Löwenthal, born August 6, 1843 in Laupheim OO  suicide 

 on November 20, 1901 in Laupheim] 

  Leopoldine (Lina), née Löwenthal, born October 

10, 1851 in Lauphem, died September 19, 1941 in Laupheim 

 

– Hermine, married Strauß  born July 24, 1872 in Laupheim 

 

– Elise, married Friedberger, born May 2nd, 1876 in Laupheim,  

murdered May 16, 1944 in Auschwitz 
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Lazarus Löwenthal was the 8th of 14 Kindern and a son of the hops dealer 
Wolf Löwenthal. In 1871 he married Leopoldine Löwenthal, the daughter 

of his uncle Nathan, also a hops dealer and a co-owner of 
M. Löwenthal and son in Laupheim. In 1877 the grandfather 

Marx Löwenthal had built the large property in the Kapellenstraße 65. 

Mathilde Löwenthal, who was four years older than her sister 

Leopoldine, married the hops dealer Ludwig „Louis“ Löwenthal, also a co-
owner of M. Löwenthal and son. A third sister, 

Rosalie married Salomon Löwenthal, another hops dealer and brother of 
Ludwig „Louis“. 

Uncle Nathan Löwenthal had 11 children, and 3 of his daughters were 

married to sons of his brothers. „Apparently (as said John H.  Bergmann) 
without any genetic judgement, but instead it kept the family assets 

together.“1) 

Wolf Löwenthal (1805-1892) had built a house in the 

Kapellenstraße 64. His son Lazarus bought a share Ackeranteil adjacent 
to the property from Anton Brunnenhuber and in 1883 he built a large 

hops warehouse that still exists to this day. It was designed by 
Oberamtsbaumeister Werkmann. 

The hops dealing was thriving. In Laupheim „there were five hops 

businesses in  

1897: S. H. Steiner, Louis and Lazarus Löwenthal, Louis Regensteiner an

d Max Sundheimer“. 2) 

There was a lot of competition, and the 
business of Lazarus Löwenthal ran into 

economic difficulties. He was threatened 

with a foreclosure auction of his 
property. On November 20, 1901, three 

days before the court date, he committed 
suicide. 
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Letterhead of Marx Löwenthal 

(Archive: Michael Schick) 

Nathanja Hüttenmeister commented this as follows: „Lazarus, whose 

Jewish name is registered in the death registry as Elieser, son 
of Benjamin, was ,found dead’ and was buried two days later. The entry 

of the cause of death in the death registry has an addition in 
Hebrew, which says that Lazarus committed suicide.“3) 

From the subsequent bancruptcy proceedings Berthold Friedberger, the 

son-in-law who had just recently married Lazarus’ daughter Elise, acquired 

the house with the hops warehouse on March 1st, 1902. 

The couple later moved to Radstraße 25 and again auctioned off the 
property in the Kapellenstraße 64. The Jewish horse dealer 

Emanuel Kahn, called Emil, a well-respected business man in 
Laupheim (see page 312), received the winning bid. 

After Crystal Night (Reichspogromnacht) of November 9 to 10, 1938 he 
was taken to the concentration camp in Dachau at the order of the 

Gestapo, together with 16 Jewish businesspeople. Released 
from “preventive custody” („Schutzhaft”), he sold his property in the same 

year: 50 percent to Peter Wassermann of Memmingen, and 50 percent 
to Josef Rebholz of Memmingen, later Laupheim. 

In 1943 the purchase contract was reissued again 

after previous restitution of the estate.  

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/GEDENKBUCH BILDER/61 Loewenthal Latarus Hopfenhandel/M Loewenthal Brief 1933.pdf
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After the suicide of her husband Lazarus and the foreclosure auction 
in 1902, Leopoldine (Lina) Löwenthal moved to the house of her father 

Nathan Löwenthal (on the opposite side of the street), whose 
wife Frederike, née Mayer, had died in 1894. 

When Nathan Löwenthal died on February 16, 1905, his daughter 

Lina, together with her five sisters inherited the 

house in the Kapellenstraße 63. Her single sister Jeanette, born 
on April 1st, 1862, who was living there, was given the right to live in a 

corner room on the upper floor. 

In 1930, after the master baker Kaspar Fetzer bought the house, the two 
sisters moved next door to the Kapellenstraße 65. Jeanette died on May 

27, 1939 in Laupheim, and Lina, after 40 years of widowhood, died on 
September 19, 1941 in the nursing home Heggbach, at 90 years old. 

She was a modest woman. On the occasion of her 80th birthday we can 
read in the Jewish community newspaper: 

„One of those increasingly rare dignified women, whose religion and 

house, family and community still formed the core of her quietly 
modest pious life!“4) 

By their deaths, both sisters were spared the horrors of deportation. 

 

The Children: 

The couple Lazarus and Lina Löwenthal had two daughters: 

Hermine, married to Max Strauß, merchant in Bruchsal. (Her whereabouts 

are unknown.) 

Elise, married to Berthold Friedberger, cattle dealer and city counselor in 

the Radstraße 24. After the foreclosure of their house and the death of 
her husband in 1941, shortly before his 75th birthday, 

Elise Friedberger was moved to the Wendelinsgrube. 

On August 19, 1942 she was deported with the last, the 
fourth deportation, first to the concentration camp in Theresienstadt and 

from there, on May 6, 1944 on a liquidation transport to Auschwitz where 

she was murdered. (See Berthold Friedberger family starting 
on Seite 209.) 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

LÖWENTHAL, 

Ludwig, "Louis", 
City councilor and hop tradesman, 

Kapellenstrasse 65  

  

Translated by: Saada, Sarah, Tarmoussi, Salma, Gomez Larrambe, Peio 
Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez, 

Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  
Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

ROBERT Eß 

 
 [Ludwig ''Louis'' Löwenthal, born January 3, 1850 in Laupheim 
 died May 30, 1918 in Laupheim] OO [Mathilde Löwenthal born 

 January 12, 1857 in Laupheim, died July 7, 1929 in Laupheim] 
 

 – Selmar (Sepper) Löwenthal born March 30, 1878 in Laupheim, 
 emigrated to the USA. 

 
 – Irma Löwenthal born in 1879 in Laupheim. 

 

 



 

 

480 
 

 

 

View of M. Löwenthal und Sohn residential building and hop warehouse 

Drawing by Johann Anton Brenner, Günzburg, 1877 

(From: Alt-Laupheimer Bilderbogen, vol.2, page 289) 

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/GEDENKBUCH BILDER/61 Loewenthal Latarus Hopfenhandel/M Loewenthal Brief 1933.pdf
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Louis Löwenthal  

Louis was a descendent of an old-established Laupheim family. Even his 

great grandfather Isak, who died in 1834 in Laupheim at the age of 96, 
was buried there. Their ancestors came from Buchau or Aulendorf. In 

1696 the Jewish community Aulendorf no longer existed. Most of them 

had moved to Buchau. 

Isak-Sekel Levy (1738-1834) is the oldest ancestor. He was known as the 
Nestor (after a Greek mythological hero known for his bravery and 

speaking skills) of the Jewish communities according to a Beisitzer list of 
1828. In this same year the Jews were forced to add a surname, so he 

chose Löwenthal while his brother Josef chose Löwenstein. After the death 
of Abraham Löwenstein in 1875, the paternal line of the Löwenstein family 

no longer existed. 

The tombstones of Isak Sekel N1, Marx N4/12 and David Löwenthal 

N16/12 1 were each decorated with a Levitenkanne. This is a symbol 

which refers to the Levite origin. In the temple the Levites had to be 
itually purified so they washed the priest's hands before the Korban.  

On the list of inhabitants of 1863 there were only seventeen Jews with full 

citizenship, and 152 as Beisitzer. The Löwenthals were one of those 
families. Because of various marriages, they were related to the families 

Bernheim, Einstein, Nördlinger, Hofheimer, Steiner, Kirschbaum etc. 

Marx Löwental  

(1776-1856) Marx was a son of Isak-Sekel and the forefather of all 
Löwenthal hop tradesmen.  As his oldest son he inherited the company, a 

cattle trade, and lived in one fifth of the house at Judenberg 22-24. His 
father and grandfather had already lived in this building, the first 

longhouse, constructed for the Jewish families by the Baron, Damian von 
Welden.   

In the mid-19th century Marx established the M.Löwenthal und Sohn 
Hopfenhandel (Hop Trade) company. In 1877 a large residential and office 

building was built at the Kapellenstrasse 75, as well as a hop warehouse, 
which was located on the back of it. The architect was Mr. Werkman, who 

at the time was the official Amtsbaumeister. In 1907 an oast with an 82 
feet (25 meters) tall steam chimney was added2. 
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In the 19th century, hop was also grown in the Laupheim area as well as 
in Ochsenhausen, Warthausen, Dietenheim and Wain. 

“The hop gardens of Laupheim were located in Weihertalösch and along 

the fields on both sides of the Walpertshofer Strasse all the way to the 
Bastelwald. The so called Hasenwirts (Knolls hop house), which is 

nowadays a residential house, and the hop road in front of the airfield 

keep the memory alive of hop growing in Laupheim.” 3. 

Louis Löwenthal  

Louis was a hop merchant and took over the company M.Löwenthal und 
Sohn after the death of his father Simon (1811-1874). Louis was married 

to his cousin Mathilde (born. Löwethal), daughter of his uncle Nathan 
Löwenthal, who lived at Kapellenstrasse 63. He was a member of the 

shooting club, the town council and a committee member of the 
Verschönerungsverein (Association for the Beautification of Laupheim). 

Louis and the building inspector Werkmann were especially appreciated 
for the organization of the great three-day agricultural festival which was 

held in September 1910 and was one of the biggest festivities at that time 
in Laupheim. The occasion was the 70th anniversary of the establishment 

of the Agricultural District Association. 150 guests were welcomed by 

Theodor Ehemann (district administrator) to the hall of the guesthouse 
Zur Post. 

Louis Löwenthal died May 30, 1918. 

''He is not listed in the register of deaths; maybe he died –like his wife– in 

Frankfurt and was buried there? His widow Mathilde Löwenthal, born 

Löwenthal, died on July 7th, 1929 in Frankfurt and was buried 3 days later 

in Laupheim.” 4 
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Salomon Löwenthal 

Louis’s brother, Salomon, was born in 1846. He married his cousin 

Rosalie, daughter of his uncle Nathan. Since 1893 he had been a 
copartner of the company M. Löwenthal und Sohn. 

Isaak Löwenthal 

Isaak, another brother, was born in 1848 and lived in New York. He 

worked as a businessman. Later when he returned to Laupheim, he was 
able to live off his previous earnings. He died November 30, 1929 in 

Laupheim. His family status is unknown.  

After Louis and his brother Salomon Löwenthal left the company in 1910, 

Selmar (Sepper), Salomon Löwenthal’s son from Ulm, took over the 
business. Their hop business was still running good even after Hitler’s rise 

to power. 

In June 1935 Mayor Marxer writes to the district administration regarding 
the Jewish question:  

“The great importance of the Jew’s fiscal capacity in Laupheim’s economy 
is reflected in the documents. The business profits obtained by the M. 

Löwenthal und Sohn Co. in 1935 will increase substantially according to 

the temporary memorandum of the finance office.” 5 

On July 16, 1937 the company and its property were bought by the 
Steiner Grundbesitzverwaltung GmbH Laupheim, which was changed 

into Simon H. Steiner GmbH in 1966. 

In 1972 the company Landmann und Sohn GmbH Fürth/Bavaria 

purchased the residential building and the hop warehouse. They sold the 
property to Dr. Gernot Huxoll and his wife Renate in 1982. 

However, after the couple Huxoll was able to acquire a property at Lange 

Strasse 53, the dilapidated buildings in the Kapellenstrasse were resold to 
the GWO (Association for House Building Oberland) in Laupheim in 1983. 

Josef Braun wrote:  
 

“Although the house to the right seemed neglected due to its shuttered 

windows, one could still take pleasure in it. Relic hunters dismantled the 
wonderful solid oaken entrance door, (which had a perfect, handmade, 

door grill decorated with plenty of small rosettes) as well as the roof light, 
and some pieces from the inside; even the beautiful weather cock was 

taken down. The pleasant building was eventually declared a ruin. For this 
reason it didn’t take much longer for the building to be demolished, 

removing yet another piece of the beautiful architecture to be found in 
Laupheim’s old streetscape.” 6 

http://www.gwo.de/
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John H. Bergman wrote the following in a letter to a Löwenthal descendant 
from Ulm: 

“Years ago I fell in love with the front door at the Kapellenstrasse 65, the 

house where Louis and Mathilde lived. The nail holes to which the 
Mezuzah was once affixed are still visible on the wall. Attached you will 

find a picture, which I, however, would like to have back as soon as 

possible!”   

In April 1985 the Mack family from Friedberg requested permission to 
build a market. Plans were made, but the construction project was 

abandoned.7 

Prior to that the GWO Laupheim had submitted concrete development 

proposals for the creation of a residential complex. This correlated 
ultimately with the District Council’s urban goals and in 1988 

condominiums began to be constructed after the demolition of the 
buildings, including the 88.6 feet (27 meters) high chimney.  

 

The front door of the Löwenthal’s property in which John Bergmann fell "in 

love", has been preserved: During the restoration of the Oxen in 
Kapellenstrasse, the architect G. Mann has used it as a front door for the 

Stallschänke restaurant. (Picture: Robert Eß)  

LAUPHEIM - The senior citizen’s club offers an interesting lecture on 

Wednesday January, 22 at 2:30 pm. Where was the Hopfenhandel 
Löwenthal & Sohn located and how does it look there today? Questions 

like this will be answered by Theo Miller in his diversified slide 
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presentation ''Laupheim then and now'' in the hall of the Catholic parish 
hall. Guests are welcome. The photos below show the location of the 

company Löwenthal und Sohn then and now. 

 

  

''Louis'' Löwenthals children: 

Selmar (Sepper) Löwenthal born March 20, 1878 in Laupheim, was one of 

Max Bergmann’s (1879-1952) friends. He and other people from 
Laupheim were involved, for example, in the great carnival parade in 

Bronnen in 1911. 

“They managed to borrow many original uniforms that were no longer in 
use from the Ulmer Garrison's commander, as well as weapons for the 

infantry.” 8 

He was a member of the Radfahrerverein (Cycling Club) and, like his 

father Louis, of the Schützenverein (Shooting Club). “The two Löwenthals 
never fail to come” said Wilhelm Preßmar in 1910 in his Laupheimer 

Schützenmarsch. Furthermore “since Selmar got married he's as tame as 
a lamb.” 

An invitation that Selmar and his friend Max received still exists. John H. 

Bergman writes: 

“The party was held December 13, 1907 at 8 o’clock in the Schloss 

Schenke (Castle Bar), which at that time was a very popular place. 
Wearing a tailcoat or a vest was mandatory! Certainly the food must have 

been expensive.” 9 
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On August 2, 1914 he was requested to enlist, and did so as a sergeant. 
However, he was promoted to Vizewachtmeister in the same year, and to 

Wachtmeister January 1, 1915. He was awarded several medals for his 
merits, as well as the Iron Cross. Because of the regiment commander, 

Major Hartenstein’s anti Semitism, he wouldn’t get any further promotion. 
After defensive battles, military advances, trench warfare and retreat 

battles, he was dismissed November 20, 1918. 10 

 

In the second row from the bottom to the left, Selmar; to the right, his 

father Louis; and Paul Gerhardt in the front. 

(From: Alt Laupheimer Bilderbogen, page 30) 
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The Laupheimer Radfahrerverein, 1983. In the front, Raff, next to him, 
Selmar Löwenthal (with a hat) 

(From: Braun, Alt Laupheimer Bilderbogen, page 41)  

Selmar got married in Laupheim. After the war he settled down in 
Frankfurt. He owned a company that sold coated abrasives. Frequently he 

visited the Bergmanns in New York and exchanged old memories with 

them11. His sister, Irma Löwenthal, was born in Laupheim in 1878. In 

1922 she had her bat mitzvah, a ceremony that Jewish girls undergo at 

the age of 12, when they are regarded as having religious maturity and 
are fully accepted in the community. It may be compared to Catholic and 

Protestant confirmation. 
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A picture from 1893 
shows Irma 

Löwenthal with a 
Bergmann daughter. 

Nothing is known 
about her later 

whereabouts. 

Flora Bergmann (left) 

and Irma Löwenthal 
posing as 

laundresses.  
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Sources: 

1) „Der Jüdische Friedhof Laupheim“, Nathanja Hüttenmeister. 

2) Plans from Notary’s Office in Laupheim. 

3) Josef K. Braun, „Altlaupheimer Bilderbogen“, volume I, page 168. 

4) „Der Jüdische Friedhof “, page 459. Louis Löwenthal didn’t die as it 

says in 1910, but in 1918. 

5) Archive Biberach, writing from June, 6 1935 

6) Josef K. Braun, „Altlaupheimer Bilderbogen“ volume II, page 288. 

7) Stadtbauamt Laupheim, archive 

8) "Altlaupheimer Bilderbogen" volume I, page 197 

9)  The Bergmanns from Laupheim, John H. Bergmann 

10) Erinnerungsblatt an den Weltkrieg 1914 - 1918 für die israelische 

Gemeinde Laupheim 

11) John H. Bergmann in a letter on December, 20 1987 

Sources: 

1) Letter from 20.12.1987 to Henry Lowen, Denver. 

2) Josef K. Braun, „Altlaupheimer Bilderbogen“, Vol. II, page 168. 

3) „Der Jüdische Friedhof Laupheim“, page 425, Nathanja Nüttenmeister. 

4) „"Der Jüdische Friedhof Laupheim“, page 523 / G/GW 13/1931, page 14

7. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

NATHAN, Heinrich, 
3 Bronner Strasse  

Translated by: Valentina Antoniadou, Lorena Barth, Milena Gruen,  
Elena Martens, Denitsa Serafimova, Anja Tremmel 

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez, 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen  

Dr. Antje Koehlerschmidt 

 
 Heinrich Nathan, born November 24, 1857 in Laupheim, died 

 August 23, 1938 in Laupheim, OO Betty, née Goetz, born October 
 6, 1875 in Huerben, immigrated to the USA June 17, 1941, died 

 November 20, 1951 in New York, USA, 
 [- Frida Nathan, born 1900, OO Joseph Walz, born 1900] 

 
 - Flora Walz, born August 17, 1922 in Goeppingen, immigrated to 

 the USA June 17, 1941 

 [- Emma Nathan, born November 17, 1901 in Laupheim, died 
 October 5, 1907 in Laupheim], 

 
 - Alexander Nathan, born May 12, 1905 in Laupheim, immigrated 

 to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, via Italy February 18, 1938 
 [- Lina Nathan, born May 12, 1905 in Laupheim] 

 Sisters and niece of Betty Nathan: 
 

 Ida Adelsheimer, née Goetz, born October 8, 1878, moved to 
 Goeppingen October 9, 1941, 

 - Paula Adelsheimer, born September 3, 1914 in Goeppingen, 
 deported to the concentration camp Theresienstadt on August 23, 

 1942, and to Auschwitz on October 19, 1944, 
 Martha Goetz, born December 9, 1880 in Krumbach, deported to 

 the concentration camp Theresienstadt, where she died March 30, 

 1943. 
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Despite extensive research very little information was uncovered about 
Heinrich Nathan and his relatives mentioned above. Heinrich Nathan was 

born November 24, 1857 in Laupheim to Alexander Samuel Nathan (1819-
1898) and Wilhelmine, née Heumann (1833-1914). He lived with his 

parents at 3 Bronner Strasse his entire life. He worked as a tradesman in 
cattle, horses, goods, skins and meat. On January 26, 1899 he married 

Betty née Goetz in Huerben with whom he had four children. Their first 
two daughters Frida and Emma were born in 1900 and 1901, followed by 

the birth of the twins Lina and Alexander on May 12, 1905 in Laupheim. 
Heinrich Nathan and his great passion for collecting were mentioned in a 

humorous advert published in the local newspaper commemorating Jewish 

Purim 5667 (i.e. February 28, 1907). To celebrate this holiday, which is 
dedicated to the salvation of the Jewish people from imminent danger in 

the Persian diaspora, the community organized a joyful service in the 
synagogue and also a boisterous feast in the hotel Kronprinz in Laupheim. 

Highlights included dressing up in traditional attire and arranging parades; 
they also exchanged presents and candy. 

 
In autumn of the same 

year, on October 5, 1907, 
Emma, the second-born 

daughter of the Nathan 
family, died shortly before 

her sixth birthday. The 
other siblings all grew up in 

Laupheim and attended the 

Jewish elementary school. 
No further details are 

known about them. 
 

Frida Nathan later married 
Joseph Walz and probably 

moved to Goeppingen with 
her husband, where her 

daughters Flora and Edith 
were born in 1922 and 

1925. The younger sister 
Lina Nathan moved to 

Munich on October 15, 
1929, where traces of her 

are lost. After the war, her 

twin brother Alexander 
Nathan recalls his career: 

“I was born in Laupheim in 
1905. From 1930 until my 

emigration I lived partly in 
Laupheim and partly in 

Berlin. As of 1930 I was 
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actively involved in the “Lichtspielbetriebsgesellschaft” (moving pictures 
exhibition company) based in Laupheim. (Both Carl Laemmle and Max 

Friedland were associates.) During the process of elimination of Jewish 
companies, I was employed in the office of Dr. Ruediger von Etzdorf, head 

of the “Deutsche Universal-Film” in Berlin, in order to wind up the 
company. I emigrated in 1938, married Susanne Ruth Singer from 

Nuremberg in early 1939 and moved to Brazil. The Vargas government 
was fond of (Nazi) Germany and as we had arrived on a tourist visa, we 

were not granted work and permanent residency permits until Brazil 
entered the war against Germany. I have been living in this city since 

1940. During the first few years we did not have it easy. I started out as 

an import broker, but due to a lack of foreign currency I switched to 
export in 1958, which remains my field of work until today.” 

(“Lebenszeichen. Juden aus Württemberg nach 1933”., ed. by Walter 
Strauss. Gerlingen 1982, page 220, available in English: „Signs of Life. 

Jews from Wurttemberg”.) 
 

Married and living in Porto Alegre, Alexander Nathan reacquired German 
citizenship in 1964, which was delivered to him by the London embassy of 

the Federal Republic of Germany. 
 

Heinrich and Betty Nathan continued living in Laupheim. The only 
surviving document from that time dates back to December 14, 1935. It is 

the rejection of a request by their 20 year old housemaid, Anna 
Engelhardt, for continued employment. The reasoning was that their “son 

Alexander was temporarily living at home”. The Nathan family sold their 

house at 3 Bronner Strasse to cattle trader Franz Geiselhardt on August 2, 
1938, probably while preparing for emigration. This occurred just before 

the death of Heinrich Nathan, who died in Laupheim on August 23, 1938 
at the age of 81. Since the family remained in the house, it is safe to 

assume that they had arranged a contractual housing tenure. As German 
Jews were increasingly deprived of their rights and displaced, every now 

and then relatives lived with the Nathans in the safety of their home, 
some only for a short time in order to protect themselves from the 

reprisals of the National Socialists and find ways out of the country. 
 

Betty Nathan’s widowed sister Ida Adelsheimer stayed with them from 
April 19 to June 25, 1940. She moved to Goeppingen on November 11, 

1941, where traces of her vanish. Her daughter Paula Adelsheimer, a 
neonatal nurse, spent several days in the Jewish retirement home at 2 

Judenberg on two occasions, namely between November 11 and 19, 1940, 

and between February 25 and March 29, 1942. Just as her aunt Martha 
Goetz, she was deported from Stuttgart to Theresienstadt on August 23, 

1942, and afterwards to the Auschwitz concentration camp on October 19, 
1944, where she was murdered. Martha Goetz lived at 3 Bronner Strasse 

between December 1, 1935 and October 6, 1938, and again from July 20, 
1939 until she was brought to Theresienstadt during the fourth 
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deportation from Laupheim. She died there on March 30, 1943 at the age 
of 63. 

 
Her sister Betty Nathan and her granddaughter Flora Walz managed to 

flee Nazi Germany at the very last minute on June 17, 1941 and 
immigrate to the USA, where she died on November 20, 1951. 

 
Sources: 

Hecht, Cornelia; Köhlerschmidt, Antje: Die Deportation der Juden aus 
Laupheim. Laupheim 2004. 

Hüttenmeister, Nathanja: Der Jüdische Friedhof Laupheim. Laupheim 
1998. S. 518, S. 564–565.  

“Signs of Life. Jews from Wurttemberg”, ed. by Walter Strauss. Gerlingen 

1982. Nachlass John Bergmann 5/24. 
Staatsarchiv Wuerttemberg. Wue 65/18 T4. Stadtarchiv Laupheim, FL 

9811-9899 Ia. Standesamt Laupheim, Familienregister Band V. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

NEUHAUS, Flora, 

 13 Kapellenstrasse  

  

Translated by: Brigitte Bach 

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

 

 
 Flora Neuhaus, née Heumann, born on 18 May 1858 in 

 Laupheim, died on 20 February 1937 in Gailingen. [Dr. Hugo 
 Neuhaus, born on 26 April 1885 in Ellwangen, OO Marie Röschen, 

 née Siegheim, born on 27 December 1891 in Georgenberg. 
 

 – Gottfried Neuhaus, born on 28 August 1926 in Ulm 
 – Barbara Neuhaus, born on 21 January 1928 in Ulm] 

 
 Flora Neuhaus, née Heumann, was the first of five daughters of the 

 economist Jacob Heumann (1821–1909) and his wife Babette, née  
 Eppstein (1825–1899).1) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

495 
 

Flora grew up in Laupheim and went to the Jewish grade school there 
which – at that time – was housed in a building that was also used as the 

rabbinate, a school and parish house opposite the synagogue. und 
Gemeindehaus genutzten Gebäude gegenüber der Synagoge 

untergebracht war. As one of the 128 pupils, Flora experienced the move 
from the constricted room to the newly furnished school building in the 

upper Radstraße in 1868.2) She most likely went to the Jewish grade 
school for six years. Secondary schools were only just being established in 

Laupheim and were exclusively for boy. From 1872 to 1873 she completed 
the “Anna Barbara von Stettensche Institut” in Augsburg. Up to the 

present this educational institution has been funded by the Protestant 

Church and was an al-girls school. Her mother’s brother Adolf Epstein 
lived in Augsburg. Adolf Epstein’s daughter died at the age of 12 in 1870. 

It only seemed likely that Flora stayed with her uncle’s family while going 
to school in Augsburg. Certainly it also meant consolation for the loss of 

their daughter who had the same name and was of the same age.3) In the 
“von Stettenschen Institut” Flora could choose between two modern 

languages. “She chose the French language as she found (at the age of 
14!) the lisped TH-sound in English too affected. The nasal sounds in 

French also appeared in her Swabian mother tongue!“4) Flora spent the 
following five years up to her wedding at her parents’ house in Laupheim. 

We can assume that she was helping in her parents’ household and that 
she was busy sewing, knitting and crocheting for her dowry.5) 

  

Flora Heumann in Augsburg 1873. 

  

 

The time in 
Ellwangen 

On 5 February 1878 Flora 
Heumann got married to 

the 26-year old merchant 
Emanuel Neuhaus in 

Pflaumloch.6) They moved 
to Ellwangen where Flora’s 

husband ran a retail and 
wholesale stationery shop 

with his brother-in-law and 
associate Louis Ballenberger. 

The Ballenberger and Neuhaus 

family lived on two floors of the 
same house. As common at that 
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time, Flora became a housewife after her wedding. In Ellwangen, the 
Neuhaus couple had three sons: Siegfried (born in 1881), Hugo (born in 

1885) and Max (born in 1888). The successional death of their two sons 
Max in March and Siegfried in April of the year 1889, as a consequence of 

an inflammation of the middle ear, was a painful loss for the family. Flora 
also worried about her remaining son. “Hugo crossed the frozen Jagst 

river in winter on his way to school in order to avoid the longer way across 
the bridge. Once the ice broke and he was saved from drowning because 

his wide coat that was filled with air.“7) 

The relationship between Flora and her son Hugo was loving and heartfelt 

throughout their whole lives. “He was her one and only. The fact that he 
completely turned away from her beloved Jewish religion caused her 

major worries but she did not reproach him but only herself.”8) On 21 
October 1899, her husband Emanuel Neuhaus died from pulmonary 

tuberculosis.
9)
 

  

Back in Laupheim 

In the following year, in 1900 Flora Neuhaus returned to her parents’ 

house in Kapellenstraße 13 in Laupheim. At the beginning of the same 
year her mother Babette had died. Flora kept her 78-year old father’s 

house for the next ten years and she took care of him until he died in 
1909. She inherited the house which was located on the southern corner 

of the Judenberg and moved into an independent flat on the ground floor 
while her sister Clara, married Lammfromm, and her husband lived on the 

first floor with her husband. (page 332 ff.) 

“Her widow’s pension and her thrifty lifestyle allowed her (Flora Neuhaus – 

the author.), a simple but comfortable life.” 10) “She kept busy working 
and praying. I (Gottfried Neuhaus –the author) think she was keeping 

chicken. She was always cleaning, mostly on her knees. She knitted and 
crocheted and mended and embroidered. Of course, she had social 

contacts to the many relatives in Laupheim and she went to the 
synagogue as often as she could. The synagogue had a gallery on the first 

floor where women prayed behind a curtain.  Only men were allowed on 
the ground floor. Flora was very religious and strictly adhered to the 

complicated Shabbat and dietary laws” 11) 

  

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/55%20LAMMFROMM%20Clara.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/55%20LAMMFROMM%20Clara.htm
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Flora Neuhaus was well integrated in the Jewish congregation due to her 
membership in the Jewish Women’s Club, which was founded in 1838 and 

addressed issue of women considering questions of the religious and social 
life.12) 

  

The Career of her Son 
Hugo 

As there was Gymnasium in Laupheim 
yet, Flora’s son Hugo stayed with her 

husband’s sister Sophie Ballenberger, 

née Neuhaus, in Ellwangen. He 
obtained his Abitur (university 

entrance qualification) there in 1904. 
Then Hugo studied medicine in 

Munich, Kiel and Freiburg and 
graduated in 1910 with his 

approbation as well as his dissertation 
in Freiburg. After his military service 

in 1911, he continued his professional 
education as a physician in the 

Städtischen Waisenhaus Berlin 
(municipal orphanage) from 1912 and 

from October 1913 to August 1914 in 
the university hospital Heidelberg. 

During World War I Hugo served as a 

physician both at the eastern 
front/Russian front and the western front from 1914 to 1918 and was 

awarded the Iron Cross First Class as well as the Wound Badge. 

“The next four years (1914–1918) her daily life (that of Flora Neuhaus – 
the author) focused on practicing her strictly orthodox belief which told 

her that her son would come back from war. She fasted and prayed every 
day and worked during the time she had left. She bought war bonds. The 

fact that her son returned home was proof to her that that her attitude 
was right. Even though religious in Jewish faith, grandma was a metaphor 

for Christian work ethics. She could not sit around doing nothing.“13) 

  

In the time to follow, Flora’s son practiced medicine and from January to 
April 1919 he was head of the infants’ ward of the university hospital in 

Heidelberg before he opened a paediatric practice in Ulm on May 1, 1919, 
which he ran from the beginning of 1934 to his emigration in the summer 

of 1936, with a break of four months. The practice had an excellent 
reputation in and around Ulm. Dr. Hugo Neuhaus was also the physician of 
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Laupheim children such as Heinrich Steiner. From 1926 he also worked as 
a school paediatrician at the Jewish School Camp Herrlingen near Ulm.14) 

On 15 August 1920 Dr. Hugo Neuhaus married Marie Röschen Siegheim, 

born in 1881 in the registry office in Laupheim.  His great cousin from 
Laupheim, Otto Heumann, and his mother, Flora Neuhaus, acted as 

marriage witnesses. She promised her daughter-in-law: “I know my son 

and all his weaknesses. If there should ever be disharmony between you, 
I’m on your side!“ She never broke that promise.15) On the same day 

Rabbi Leopold Treitel wed the couple in the synagogue in Laupheim 
following Flora Neuhaus’s special request.16) Marie and Dr. Hugo Neuhaus 

had two children: their son Gottfried Emanuel Wolfgang was born on 28 
August 1926 and their daughter Barbara Eva was born on 21 January 

1928 in Ulm.17) 

 “In the house in Neu-Ulm Flora had her own room and then also in the 
flat in the Neutorstraße in Ulm . . . Flora and my mother Marie got along 

wonderfully even though they had completely different world views. There 

was never even the smallest fight. However, Hugo told his mother off 
because she kept insisting on doing most exhausting physical work 

despite her heart condition without treating herself with. Flora was loving 
and worried about her only grandchildren. She admired our little 

achievements a lot. Never a hint of strength or criticism. Her hands were 
never empty – either her prayer book or the knitting needles kept her 

busy. Her son Hugo, however, had a downright aversion against religion. 
Even though he loved his mother dearly, he did not allow any concessions 

even when she visited us for a longer time. No kosher food was cooked 
and he regarded Saturday as a workday. She suffered badly from this 

sinful behaviour and doubled her prayers and the fasting.“18) 

 

“I (Barbara Neuhaus – the author) remember that he (Hugo Neuhaus – 
the author) told me, when I was still rather small, that he lost his faith 

during his four years at the front. After that he referred to himself as an 

agnostic. Even though he never gave up his Jewish faith, he didn’t 
practice any of the traditions and joined the millions of other Jews who 

pledged allegiance to Germany.“19) 

 

Her grandson Gottfried remembers the many visits with his grandmother 
Flora Neuhaus and his relatives in Laupheim where he found play mates of 

almost the same age in Willy Bergmann (born in 1925), Willy and Julie 
Bergmann’s, née Steiner, son. His grandmother had one single toy: a 

small yellow tin bus.20) 
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The changes after 1933 

Already in December 1933, Dr. Hugo Neuhaus travelled to the USA in 
order to prepare the family’s emigration. He early realised the dangerous 

changes in Germany after 30 January 1933. Therefore, he passed a 
medical language test in New York and obtained both a permission to 

practice medicine in this state and an immigration visa. During that time 
Marie Neuhaus had sold the house by the Jahnufer in Neu-Ulm and closed 

the practice at the Ehinger Tor. Flora Neuhaus, however, suffered from a 
heart attack at the beginning of the year 1934 and was consequently in 

need of care. She was no longer capable of running her own household 
alone in Laupheim. Due to his worries about his mother and his sense of 

responsibility as her only son, Hugo Neuhaus returned to Germany and 
successfully reopened his practice in Ulm.  

 

 Children’s Fest Laupheim 
1932: 

Gottfried Neuhaus, Willy 
Bergmann, Ernst Bergmann, 

Bärbel Neuhaus. 
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 Flora and Gottfried Neuhaus, 1930. 

 

Hugo Neuhaus with his mother Flora and his wife Marie, Ulm, 1932. 
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However, the threat by the Nazis increased steadily, particularly after 
passing the Nuremberg Racial Laws, so that the Neuhaus family decided 

again and definitely to emigrate to the USA while being forced to leave old 
and ill Flora Neuhaus behind in Germany.This was due to both her bad 

health condition and the immigration regulations of the USA. In order to 
make sure that his mother was well taken care of – as far as possible 

considering the circumstances of that time – Hugo Neuhaus 
accommodated his mother in the Jewish hospital in Gailingen/Baden in 

June 1936.21) 

Memories of Gottfried Neuhaus: 

“After leaving Ulm on the first stage of our emigration, we visited my 

grandmother Flora in the Jewish hospital in Gailingen at the beginning of 
August, when I was nine years old. That was the last time for us to see 

her. She felt well and was particularly happy to comply with the Jewish 
dietary laws which was impossible for her when staying with us in Ulm or 

Neu-Ulm. Of course, saying good-bye was painful for all family members 

for my father was Flora’s only child who had survived. And her age and 
heart condition made us worry that it would be a farewell forever.  

Nevertheless, my parents talked about their plans to visit grandmather in 
May 1938 for her 80th birthday. She died peacefully in her sleep in 

February 1937.“22) 

Her death saved her from the prosecution of the Nazis. Flora Neuhaus, 
née Heumann, was buried at the Jewish cemetery of her hometown 

Laupheim, grave S 28/5.23) 

Excerpt from a letter of Hugo Neuhaus of 2 March 1937 to the Lörsch 

family in Neu-Ulm who they were friendly with:  

„. . . Eight days ago, the news about our mother’s death whom you knew 
caused us great grief.  The full tragedy of our fate as emigrants hit us 

again. Mother died in the Gailinger hospital where she had been cared for 
well but far from her loved ones ever since we left. I am putting the fact 

of a mother’s lonely death whose only son was forced to leave his beloved 

home country at the beginning of my message, in order to show you what 
it has meant to the likes of us to leave behind a mother who would have 

deserved to be cared for by her loved ones until her dying breath.   Seen 
from our children’s point of view, this major emigration was right and 

necessary. Whether we old ones will still be able to cope with the 
requirements of this alien new world with its new language, will only be 

answered correctly in a couple of years.“24) 

  

On 22 August 1936 the family of four had left Europe leaving from a ship 
called “Westerland” from Antwerp. Despite having progressed in years, 

51-year old Dr. Hugo Neuhaus managed to establish a well-running 
practice in Freeport, New York State, against all odds. From the beginning 
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of his stay in the States, his striving was geared to helping Jewish 
relatives and friends. For 17 he assumed surety for being granted a visa, 

a so-called affidavit, until the authorities banned him from doing it again. 
In addition, Dr. Hugo and Marie Neuhaus supported many German 

emigrants in order to facilitate their start in their new home country. After 
their emigration neither of them have set foot on German ground again. 

Dr. Jugo Neuhaus died in Freeport in 1959, his wife Marie Neuhaus in 
Yonkers, New Jersey in 1974. 

Flora Neuhaus’s grandchildren have succeeded in their new home country. 
Prof. Dr. Barbara Neuhaus became a faculty member of the School of 

Occupational Therapy am College of Physicians and Surgeons an der 
Columbia University and was dean of the faculty. Today she lives in New 

Jersey. After studying at Harvard College, Gottfried Neuhaus worked in a 
pharmaceutical enterprise. He has now retired and lives with this wife 

Helen, née Bull, in New Jersey. They have five children and four 
grandchildren.25) 

 

f.l.: Helen and Goeff Neuhaus, 
their daughter Itty Neuhaus 

and her husband at the opening 

of the exhibition: 

“Itty Neuhaus: Home for Haus“ 

on 9 September 2007 in the 
Ulmer Stadthaus. 
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Remarks: 

1)  Registry Office Laupheim, family register volume V/95. 

2)  Schenzinger, August: Illustrierte Beschreibung und Geschichte 

Laupheims samt Umgebung (Illustrated description and history of 
Laupheim incl. surroundings). Laupheim 1897 Photo reprint of the town of 

Laupheim (ed.) 1987. p. 254; Schenk, Georg: Die Juden in Laupheim (The 
Jews in Laupheim). From: Stadt Laupheim (ed.) Laupheim. 1979. p. 296. 

3)  E-Mail from Gottfried Neuhaus dated 16 June 2003. 

4)  E-Mail from Gottfried Neuhaus dated 10 June 2003. 

5)  Ibidem. 

6)  Registry Office Laupheim, family register volume V/295. 

7)  Remark 4. 

8)  Ibidem. 

9)  Letter from Gottfried Neuhaus dated 22 May 2003; Registry Office 
Laupheim, family register volume V/295. 

10)  Essay “OMA" (granny) by Barbara Neuhaus from the year 2000. 

11)  Compare remark 4. 

12)  District archive Biberach Az 6104/1. 

13)  See remark 10. 

14)  Carmen Stadelhofer (ed.): Ehrung für Dr. Hugo Neuhaus (tribute 

for Dr. Hugo Neuhaus). ZAWiW of Ulm University. January 2003. p. 62 ff. 

15)  Registry Office Laupheim. Marriage-Main-Register 1920.; Essay 
“OMA" (granny) by Barbara Neuhaus from the year 2000. 

16)  Compare remark 3. 

17)  Carmen Stadelhofer (ed): Ehrung für Dr. Hugo Neuhaus. ZAWiW 
der Universität Ulm. January 2003. p.11–12. 

18)  Email from Gottfried Neuhaus dated 10 June 2003. 



 

 

504 
 

19)  Compare remark 10. 

20)  Compare remark 3. 

21)  Compare remark 14. 

22)  Email from Gottfried Neuhaus dated 10 June 2003. 

23)  Hüttenmeister, Natanja: Der Jüdische Friedhof (The Jewish 

Cemetery) . Laupheim 1998. p. 515. 

24)  Compare remark 14. 

25)  Ibidem. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

NÖRDLINGER, Benno, 
Inn „Zum Ochsen“ 

Kapellenstraße 23, Radstraße 4 
 
 

Translated by Annika Claas, Rozalina Kurteva, Sarah Devlin, Ramona 
Rogg 

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg 

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen, Englischabteilung 
 

 

KARL NEIDLINGER 
 

 
 Benno Nördlinger, born November 14, 1895 in Laupheim, died 
 1979 in New York,  

 Sophie Nördlinger, née Sänger, born April 3, 1898 in Laupheim, 
 died 1993 in Chicago. Sophie Nördlinger’s mother:  

 Klara Sänger, née Einstein, born April 8, 1865 in Laupheim, died 
 October 15, 1942 in New York. 
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July 1938, Nördlinger-Sänger family on the stairs of the “Ochsen” with 
guests. From left to right: unknown couple, Klara Sänger, Sophie 

Nördlinger, Sam Simon, Benno Nördlinger. Boy in front: Nephew Fritz 
Bernheim. (Archives of Ernst Schäll) 

 
As you would expect of a well-established, innkeeper family, there are 

many pleasant photos of the Sängers and Nördlingers, mostly thanks to 
Ernst Schäll’s Archives. Registered records are however, in shorter supply. 

The texts about this family are rather short and leave many questions 
unanswered. 

 
Zum Ochsen Inn 
 
Sophie Sänger was the only child of Albert and Klara Sänger. The Sängers 

took over the traditional German inn Zum Ochsen from Albert’s father, 
Benjamin Sänger, who had purchased the inn in 1860. The house had 

already been built around the turn of the 18th century. The word Rot (red) 
was probably added to the original name in the 1980s, after the building 

had fallen into disrepair and was under threat of demolition. Following 
restoration in accordance with the guidelines for the protection of 

historical monuments, it was reopened under the name Zum roten 
Ochsen.  

 
In the advertisement of the Purim magazine of 1914 it is only called 

Ochsen Hotel. The advertisement makes ironic jokes about the small size 

and the old-fashioned and 
somewhat backward style of the inn 

at the time, as there were already 
many bigger and better inns in 

town. Furthermore, we learn that 
tripe is a specialty and a true kosher 

staple.  
 

Playful advertisement from the 
musical society “Frohsinn” in the 

“Purim” magazine of 1914. At Purim 
Fair every year anonymous authors 

would poke fun at what was going 
on in town. 

(Source: property of John 

Bergmann, city archives Laupheim) 
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The innkeepers of Zum Ochsen: Klara and Albert Sänger with their 

daughter Sophie (middle) and two unknown children in 1914/15. Albert 
Sänger died in 1929. 

(Archives of Ernst Schäll) 
 

 
In John Bergmann’s recollections the beloved meeting place Zum Ochsen 

never lost its popularity despite increasing competition. He describes the 
situation during the 1920s as follows:  

 
People spent a lot of time in the Ochsen, one of the two Jewish-German 

inns. The Ochsen was a place for open discussion where Jewish people 

could meet, play cards and talk. Men usually met there after lunch on 
their way back to work for a cup of coffee (without sugar and milk, since 

the Ochsen strictly adhered to Kashrut, the Jewish dietary laws). During 
this time they also played card games such as Poker and Gaigel or read 

Tarot cards, but there was also room for insightful discussion on local and 
international issues. 

(Bergmann chronicles, Page 59, 63) 
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Benno Nördlinger 
 
The last Jewish innkeeper of the Ochsen was Benno, whose parent’s home 

was located nine houses up Kapellenstraße on the same side of the road 

as the inn. Benno was the oldest son of the farmer Ludwig Nördlinger and 
his wife Pauline (Page 394 ff.). From 1905 to 1911 he attended Laupheim 

Realschule (the German equivalent of High School) and graduated with 
Mittlere Reife (a high school diploma), known as Einjähriges at that time. 

On finishing his Einjähriges, he began his commercial apprenticeship, 
shortly before the outbreak of World War I. At the age of nineteen, even 

Benno was swept up in the patriotic enthusiasm for war. In the autumn of 
1914 he volunteered to fight in the war, as did 13 younger members of 

the Jewish community of Laupheim. During the war he fought as an 
artilleryman on the frontline, was promoted 

to corporal and was awarded the Iron Cross 
2nd class. 

 
Benno Nördlinger as a schoolboy in 1911. 

(Archives of Ernst Schäll) 

 
The list of Laupheim’s 45 Jewish frontline 

soldiers, which is shown below, was found 
on the property of John Bergmann, but 

unfortunately no sources are provided. This 
list is surely a product of the so-called 

“Jewish census” that was conducted by the 
Imperial Army in 1917 exclusively for 

statistical purposes. This later served as part 
of the anti-Semitic campaign after the war, 

the purpose of which was to downplay the 
patriotic contributions of the German Jews. 

Looking closely, the number of Laupheim 
frontline soldiers is striking. Most of the 

soldiers behind the frontline were older and are not even listed here. This 

shows that Benno Nördlinger was not an isolated case. Half of the soldiers, 
namely 23, were awarded an Iron Cross. Moreover, 14, almost a third, 

were promoted: 10 to the rank of corporal and 4 to the rank of officer. As 
promotion was usually only possible with a certain level of education, i.e. 

Einjähriges, this further demonstrates that the Jewish community had a 
better than average level of education.  

 
It is estimated that Benno Nördlinger and Sophie Sänger married in early 

1926. Benno became the new innkeeper of the Ochsen. The couple, which 
would remain childless, rented a house on Radstraße several houses up 

from the “Ochsen”. This was due in part to the spatial constraints of the 
Ochsen that are still obvious today. Another reason for this may be the 

fact that Paula Seligmann, the widowed sister of Klara Sänger, lived there 
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temporarily. Paula Seligmann died in 1939 in Stuttgart, but she was 
buried in Laupheim in the cemetery. 

 
The “Ochsen” before World War I 

(Archives of Ernst Schäll) 

 
In the 1920s Benno Nördlinger ran a paper wholesale business together 

with Hugo Höchstetter, however, the information available is limited. At 
the time Benno’s in-laws probably still ran the inn, therefore the paper 

wholesale business was likely to have been the main source of income for 
the Nördlinger family. 
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Jewish frontline soldiers 
Name, field unit, last rank, decorations, honorable mention 

 

 
 

 
 

Emigration and new beginnings during the 
Third Reich 
 

Due to a lack of authentic reports this chapter is rather short and limited 
to key figures. John Bergmann describes how the Ochsen became the 

target of SA terror early on. After the failure of the coup d’état in Austria 
in July 1934 numerous members of the SA and the SS were taken in by 
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Germany, among others by the Steiger-Werke, a car factory, in 
Burgrieden. From there they often came to Laupheim: 

 
“What our local Nazi-units were lacking in brutality and malice, they 

learned quickly from their Austrian comrades. The officers were welcome 
guests at the homes of the ‘better families’. In 1934 these gangsters were 

already raging against Jews. They temporarily occupied the Ochsen inn 
and damaged many Jewish houses and shops.” (Bergmann-Chronicles 

p.85) 
 

In 1938 during the Night of Broken Glass Benno Nördlinger was also 

dragged out of his home, humiliated and subsequently deported to the 
concentration camp Dachau. In a letter dated November 23, 1938 his 

lawyer, Ernst Moos from Ulm, tried to negotiate with the Gestapo for a 
swift release. 

 
He argued that the already initiated sale of the Ochsen to the castle 

brewery could not be finalized as long as Nördlinger was arrested. The 
emigration of the family had already been prepared and the visas for the 

U.S.A. were about to be issued. He also enumerated the prisoner’s 
decorations and honorable mentions: almost four years of military service 

at the frontline, Iron Cross 2nd class, the Honor Cross of the First World 
War for front-line veterans and many years of service in the medical 

orderly convoy. 
 

 
 

(Source: property of John Bergmann, Reel 1, Box 2) 
 

On December 14, 1938 Nördlinger was finally released. In the end, the 
sale of the inn to the castle brewery was not officially authorized; instead 

it was sold privately in February 1939. Shortly before the outbreak of 
World War II, on August 14, 1939, the family was finally allowed to 

immigrate to New York. Even Klara Sänger who was 74 years old at the 
time accompanied them. This was probably a wise decision that saved her 

from humiliation and deportation. Others at her age commonly did not 
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have the fortitude to undertake such a long journey. She died in New York 
in October 1942. 

 
Even though they had lost everything, Sophie and Benno Nördlinger were 

able to build a new life for themselves in New York. In June 1979 Benno 
died at the age of 84, as documented in his obituary notice that was 

published in the newspaper Aufbau (Reconstruction). His wife Sophie 
outlived him by many years. In November 1993 she died at the age of 96 

in Chicago, in a home for the elderly. She had lived in Chicago since 1990 
to be closer to her nephew, the architect, Fred Bernheim.  

 

 
(A photo from 1950: back row: Julius and Helmut Steiner, 

In front: Benno Nördlinger - The “Grandseigneurs” (sophisticated 

gentlemen) of the destroyed Jewish community of Laupheim) 
 

Sources: 

Property of John Bergmann, City archives Laupheim, 
Köhlerschmidt/Hecht: Die Deportation der Juden aus Laupheim (“The 

deportation of the Laupheim Jews”) 
John H. Bergmann: Die Bergmanns aus Laupheim (“The Bergmann family 

from Laupheim”) 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

NÖRDLINGER, Julius,  
66 Kapellenstrasse 

   

Translated by: Marco Savino, Hi-Jung Park, Maria Diana Paius and Jennifer 

Schocker 
Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez, 

Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  
Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

 

KARL NEIDLINGER  

 
 Julius Nördlinger, born October 27, 1867 in Laupheim, deceased 

 January 9, 1933, in Laupheim 
 Thekla, née Leiter, born March 29, 1879 in Oberdorf, deported 

 April 26, 1942, to the Izbica Ghetto, Poland 
 

 -    Isidor, born June 5, 1905 
 -    Bertha, born January 24, 1907 

 -    Leopold, born March 11, 1911 
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Shortly before the most destructive catastrophe of the 20th century, 
which began with Hitler’s appointment as Reichskanzler, the Nördlinger 

family was dispersed due to the migration of the children, marriage, and 
the father’s death. Leopold, the youngest son, moved to Nauendorf, 

Brandenburg a small village near the German-Polish border at the end of 
1932. The daughter, Bertha, married Benno Strauß in September 1932 

and they moved to Lohr am Main. The eldest son, Isidor, had moved away 
earlier. The only information known about him is that he was in the USA in 

1938.  

  

 

From the top: Alice Bernheim. In the middle, on the right: Bertha 

Nördlinger as a student of the Catholic Mädchenmittelschule in 1918 and 
next to her Steffi Rieger. On the bottom, left to right: restaurateur Senze, 

Emma Lämmle, Luise Mann. The students of this school were between 11 
and 14 years old. (taken from: 100 Jahre Realschule, 1996) 
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Their father, Julius, also called “Juler”, 
a livestock trader, passed away on 

January 9, 1933 and was buried in 
Laupheim. Shortly after, Thekla, their 

mother, also left Laupheim and moved 
in with Bertha in Lohr am Main. This 

family’s separation has contributed to 
the lack of centralized, recorded 

information about them. Of the three 
children, only one photograph of 

Bertha could be found. In 1918, she 

was a student at the Catholic 
Mädchenmittelschule, which time and 

again also admitted Jewish students 
despite their religious affiliation – 

evidence of the once harmonious 
relations between Christians and 

Jews.  
 

Photo: In the Jewish home for the 
elderly: Thekla Nördlinger, Helene 

Guggenheimer, Karl Guggenheimer, 
Arthur Grab (with glasses). The young visitor standing at the window is 

probably Edith Weil. 
 

Had these circumstances lasted, the Nördlingers could have been left out 

of this book since nearly the entire family had left Laupheim by 1933. 
However, in 1935, Thekla Nördlinger returned to Laupheim for unknown 

reasons. Instead of emigrating, she moved back into the house on 66 
Kapellen Street, which had not been sold yet. Nevertheless, she was not 

permitted to stay there very long. In September 1939 she was forced to 
relocate to the former office of the rabbinate, which had been turned into 

a “Jewish home for the elderly.”  
In the photo provided, Thekla can be viewed at the very left of the photo, 

sitting at the Kaffeetafel with an emotionless expression next to 
considerably older people, such as Helene and Karl Guggenheimer. All of 

the younger residents had been deported to the Riga Ghetto in November 
1941.  

 
29 On April 24, 1942, the three youngest women, Hedwig Rosenberg, 

Selma Einstein and Thekla Nördlinger, faced the same fate. They were 

deported to the Izbica Ghetto in Poland, from where they did not return. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

NÖRDLINGER, Kathi,  
77 Kapellenstrasse 

  

Translators: Jennifer Schocker, Marco Savario,  
Diana Maria Paius; Hi-Jung Park 

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen, Englischabteilung 

KARL NEIDLINGER  

 
 Kathi Nördlinger, single, born April 4, 1866 in Laupheim, deported 

 August 19, 1942 to the concentration camp Theresienstadt and 
 September 26, to the extermination camp Treblinka, murdered. 
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Kathi Nördlinger spent her entire life in Laupheim. It was only her last two 

journeys that took her away from her birthplace; first with her deportation 
to the concentration camp Theresienstadt, then to the extermination camp 

Treblinka. Nevertheless, no information could be found about her, except 
some statistical data and even those are not reliable. 

 
The house at 77 Kapellen Street, in which she lived until 1937, cannot be 

found on any city map or in any address book because in the documents 
of that time the Kapellen Street ended with the numbers 75 or 76. Kathi 

was not related to the other Nördlinger families in the city. Her address in 

1938 was registered as 64 Ulmer Street, the mansion of the Bergmanns. 
It had been empty since Marco and Else Bergmann had fled in early 1937 

and the governmental agencies were still in dispute over its usage. For 
Kathi, a room in the mansion may have been a sort of temporary 

residence. 
 

What is clear is that Kathi Nördlinger’s last address in Laupheim from July 
1940 was Judenberg 2, where she was forced to live in the compulsory 

housing of the former office of the rabbinate, the so-called “Jewish home 
for the elderly”. However, even here the gaps of information continue: 

She can neither be found on any of the photographs from the rabbinate, 
nor is she mentioned in Lina Wertheimer’s letters to Gideon. She is 

however, recorded in the list of those who were deported to the 
concentration camp, Theresienstadt, on August 19, 1942. Yet, the reason 

why she could not stay there and was displaced to Treblinka extermination 

camp is the last of many question marks in the life of Kathi Nördlinger, the 
most unknown of all the Holocaust victims of Laupheim. 

   

Früher Judenberg 2, heute Synagogenweg 1: Das ehemalige Rabbinat, von 
1939 bis 1942 Sammel- und Zwangsunterkunft, Zwischenstation in die 

Vernichtungslager, auch Kathi Nördlingers letzte Laupheimer Adresse. 
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 The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

NÖRDLINGER, 

Pauline and Hermann, 
 

farmer, and Babette Hanauer, 49 Kapellenstraße 
 
 
 
 
Translated by: Annika Claas 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg, 

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 
 

KARL NEIDLINGER 

 

     
 Pauline Nördlinger, née Einstein, born on May 25, 1868 in 

 Laupheim,  died on December 4, 1940 in Laupheim. Widow of 
 [Ludwig Nördlinger, farmer, born on May 23, 1863, died on October 

 30, 1932 in Laupheim]. 
 

     – Benno, born on November 14, 1895,  
 

     – Julia, married Bernheim, born on July 12, 1898,  
 

     – Hermann, born on November 6, 1901, married Irmgard Bodländer  
 on August 25, 1938, moved to Groß Breesen (Brandenburg) after 

 the wedding.  

  
 Widowed sister of Ludwig Nördlinger: Babette Hanauer, née 

 Nördlinger, born on December 3, 1864, died on July 10, 1936, in 
 Laupheim.  

  
 Daughter: Julia Hanauer, born on August 1, 1891, in Esslingen.  
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This photo of the Ernst Schäll Archives is just as original as it is 
expressive. Nevertheless, it leaves behind a mystery, as Gretel Gideon 

who noted the names on the reverse was unsure if the name of the 
pictured adult was Julius or Ludwig Nördlinger despite her good memory. 

This is easily understandable, since the two of them were cousins, both 
were farmers and livestock dealers and both of their houses were situated 

in the same street, the Kapellenstraße.   
 

 
 

The photo was probably taken in the courtyard of 49 Kapellenstraße 
around 1903/1904. The proprietor of the cart and the courtyard is Ludwig 

Nördlinger, the so-called “Economist”. According to the painted logo on 

the cart, which is only visible with a magnifying glass, the cart is called 
“Benno” after Ludwig’s oldest son. Benno himself is most likely the child 

standing next to the cart in attire similar to his father’s. He has the look of 
somebody important about him and thus is probably conscious of his 

importance as cart owner and oldest son. With his adult clothing, he looks 
distinctly older than eight or nine years. The most reliable of the names 

provided is that of the youngest on the coach-box: Seated there is the 
approximately three-year-old Hermann Nördlinger with bridle and stick in 

hand. On the school photo (see further down) he looks exactly the same.  
 

With great certainty his six-year-old sister Julia, born in 1898, is sitting 
behind him looking at the photographer. According to Gretel Gideon the 

girl in the middle with glasses and blond, curly hair is Julia Hanauer, a 
cousin of the Nördlinger children. Julia’s mother, Babette Hanauer, née 

Nördlinger, was married to Samuel Hanauer, with whom she lived in 

Esslingen. After her husband’s death in 1893 she moved back to 
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Laupheim, where she lived in her brother’s house. Julia Hanauer would 
have been 12 years old in 1903, which fits the age of the girl in the photo. 

 
The third girl, Johanna Heimann, who was 10 years old at the time, was 

certainly named correctly as well. Johanna Heimann had only moved to 
Laupheim one or two years before this picture was taken. Her mother 

Jeanette, called Jenny, was born a Steiner and used to be the Nördlingers’ 
neighbor. However, she had lived in Kaiserslautern together with her 

husband Julius Heimann until his death in 1901. Thereafter she moved 
back to Laupheim with her daughter, where they rented 28/1 (today 29) 

Ulmer Straße. Jenny Heimann passed away on July 21, 1934 at the age of 

64. She was then buried in Laupheim. Later, on November 1, 1934 her 
daughter Johanna moved away to Freiburg. 

 
According to Gretel Gideon the two older boys who are sitting on the cart 

are Hugo Höchstetter and Julius Einstein, which proves true when 
compared to other photos in this book. Both of them lived in the 

Kapellenstraße like the Nördlingers, just a bit further down the street. It is 
just that in 1903 these two were already 16 years old, as they were both 

born in 1887; and today, 16-year-olds do not look like these two and 
would certainly not sit on a cart together with small children. 

 
As such, this photo documents how much the age of puberty has moved 

up in the last hundred years. Furthermore, it shows the solidarity of 
Jewish families to each other, where nuclear families supported widowed 

single mothers and their children and integrated them into their families. 

The most noteworthy aspect of the photo remains, however, the 
importance of attentiveness to and care for the children. Surely, Ludwig 

Nördlinger was not an excessively rich farmer, but nevertheless he 
allowed his family the “luxury” of a child’s toy. His oldest son was 

evidently very proud of the cart and gained a lot of self-esteem thanks to 
it. Benno thanked his father by becoming his spitting image, ready to 

follow in his footsteps. 
 

Benno’s and Julia’s futures have already been described in other essays in 
this book. In the end it turned out to be Hermann, the youngest son, who 

followed in his father’s footsteps. He completed training in agricultural 
education and became a farmer and livestock dealer. In September 1930 

his name could be found in an extensive newspaper article on the results 
of the price competition at the agricultural district festivities. At the riding 

and jumping tournament he participated in show jumping in class A, 

where he made seventh place. The agricultural district festivities used to 
be huge events with parades, tournaments of many kinds, awards for 

agricultural products and other such things, where people from the whole 
region met every couple of years. 
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In the middle: Julia and Hermann 
Nördlinger as pupils of the 

israelite Volksschule (a basic 
primary and secondary school), 

 
1909. At the top, left to right: 

Fredel (Frida) Nathan, and Gretel 
Gideon. (photo: Leo-Baeck-Inst. 

NY) 
 

Ludwig Nördlinger died in October 

1932 at the age of 67. His 
obituary was published in the 

“Community Journal for Jewish 
Württemberg” (Original name: 

„Gemeindezeitung für das 
jüdische Württemberg“) on 

December 1, 1932: 
“Laupheim. On November 2, the 

commendable citizen, the 
economist, Ludwig Nördlinger, 

was buried. The extraordinary 
number of people present at his 

burial is testament to the universal esteem he enjoyed in all circles. – The 
coffin was laid on a bier in the synagogue. The room only barely provided 

enough places for all those who wanted to pay last respects to the 

deceased. The synagogue choir sang the last song for its reliable member, 
and religion teacher Kahn delivered a funeral oration acknowledging the 

deceased’s unique qualities. Jacob Adler, a representative for the 
synagogue choir, found warm words of thanks and appreciation for the 

loyal singer, who had invested his energies for decades to glorify the 
services. 

 
Fritz Hofheimer was the spokesperson for the „Verein Talmud Thora“, a 

Jewish association. In his very touching oration he thanked the deceased 
in particular for his many exemplary years as first chairman.“ 
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In the Third Reich 
 
It is unclear why Hermann Nördlinger lived from 1936 to the summer of 

1938 in Sorgau in the region Niederlausitz, where he worked as an 

agricultural foreman. It is assumed that he met his future wife there, Miss 
Irmgard Bodländer, as she came from Breslau. In July 1938 both of them 

moved back to Laupheim, where they married on August 25, 1938. 
However, the couple moved to Groß Breesen in Brandenburg not many 

days after the wedding. Every trace of them would have been lost had 
Hermann Nördlinger’s obituary of 1983 not been found in the personal 

effects of the J.-Bergmann estate. 
 

 
  

 
 

(John-Bergmann-Property, Reel 1, Box 2) 

 
It is therefore clear that they managed to immigrate to the USA – not to 

Israel, but to the USA, despite Hermann Nördlinger’s membership in the 
German Zionist Federation and despite the fact that Israel would probably 

have welcomed him, as he was a farmer with good qualifications. His 
mother, Pauline, was the only one left in Germany and had to move to the 

former rabbinate, like so many others, in 1939 or 1940. There she had to 
live in cramped and degrading conditions. Nevertheless, she seems to 

have had an air of optimism and good humor about her in all of the 

photos, which was surely a great help for her fellow occupants. In the end 
fate proved to be merciful in her case: She died on December 4, 1940 and 
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thus did not have to live through the deportations. She was buried next to 
her husband in the cemetery in Laupheim. 

 
  

 
  
Pauline Nördlinger (right) as an occupant of the Jewish old people’s home 
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 Heinrich Obernauer, born December 29, 1853 in Laupheim, died 

 October 9, 1936 in Laupheim, married Dorlina, née Lövinger, born 

 December 20, 1861, died November 3, 1929 in Laupheim, 

 – Julius Obernauer, born June 26, 1884 in Laupheim, died 
November  14, 1887 in Laupheim, 

 – Bella Obernauer, born July 5, 1887 in Laupheim, died November 6, 

 1887 in Laupheim, 

 – Frida Adler, née Obernauer, born September 25, 1888 in 

 Laupheim, died June 6, 1956 in Ulm-Söflingen, 

 – Paula Obernauer, born February 8, 1890 in Laupheim married to 
 Julius Adler, born October 17, 1882 in Laupheim, immigration of 

 the Adler family on September 1, 1938 to New York, USA, 

 – Betty Brumlik, née Obernauer, born January 30, 1893 in 

 Laupheim, murdered in Auschwitz,  

 – Josef Obernauer, born September 25, 1895 in Laupheim 
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Our book only includes those families who were still living in Laupheim in 
1933. At that time only 80-year-old Heinrich Obernauer, his daughter 

Paula and her family, who are referenced in this book in the chapter on 
Julius Adler, lived there. Nevertheless, nine members of the immediate 

family are mentioned above. 

Heinrich Obernauer was born on December 29, 1853, as the tenth of 

eleven children of Israel Herzel Obernauer (1806–1884) and his first wife 
Dina, née Hirsch (1819–1855). His young mother died only one month 

after the birth of her eleventh child on October 2, 1855, at the age of 36. 
Already on March 17, 1856 his father remarried Juditha, née Mayer. 

Certainly he wanted to be sure that someone was taking good care of his 
children from his first marriage since some of them were still very young. 

His son from his second marriage, Israel Obernauer, who was born on 
January 17, 1857, is the father of Max, Heinrich, and Wilhelm Obernauer. 

His sons are introduced in other biographical summaries in this book. 

Heinrich Obernauer grew up in Laupheim and lived on Kapellenstraße all 

his life, first in his parents’ home at Kappellenstraße 56, then in his own 
house at Kappellenstraße 52. Like many other Jewish citizens at the time 

he worked as a merchant, although it is unknown in what exactly he 
traded. On September 3, 1883 he married Dorlina Lövinger, who had also 

been born in Laupheim and had grown up there, too. The couple had six 
children. They lost their two first-born children in 1887. Bella, who was 4 

months old, died on November 6, 1887 and her brother Julius, who was 3 
and a half years old, died eight days later. The cause of death is unknown, 

however, it is assumed that they succumbed to the same illness.  

Their four other children Frida, Paula, Betty and Joseph reached 

adulthood. Paula Obernauer was the first daughter to marry. On May 3, 
1912 she married Julius Adler from Laupheim who traded in horses, cattle 

and meat. They had three children. They successfully immigrated to New 
York, USA, on September 3, 1938 (see article about Julius Adler). 

One year later Frida Obernauer married Isaak Adler from Ulm and moved 

there with him. According to the civil registry in Laupheim she continued 
to live there after the war until her death on June 6, 1956. Unfortunately, 

no further details are known. 

Betty Obernauer was the only family member who could be found on a 

photo of the Tanzkränzchengesellschaft (dance society) of 1911. On May 
8, 1921 she married Otto Brumlik from Ulm, and then moved there. The 

“Gedenkbuch. Opfer der Verfolgung der Juden unter nationalsozialistischer 
Gewaltherrschaft in Deutschland 1933-1945.” („Memorial Book. Victims of 

the National Socialist persecution of Jews in Germany 1933-1945.”, The 
Federal archive in Koblenz from 1986), lists Betty Brumlik, née 

Obernauer, as deported and murdered in the extermination camp 
Auschwitz. According to the same source her husband Otto Brumlik was 
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deported on November 20, 1942 to Theresienstadt. On January 20, 1943 
he was moved to Auschwitz where he was murdered.  

 

Betty Obernauer, Adolf Scheffold and Josefine 

Speth (from left to right) at the Tanzkränzchen in the “Kronprinzen” in 
1911 

(Photo: Braun, Alt-Laupheimer Bilderbogen, 1988, p. 120) 
 

Joseph Obernauer, the only son, was a tradesman and joined the medical 
orderly convoy 522 of Württemberg on April 30, 1915. There he served as 
a driver. Like many other long-term soldiers he took part in numerous 

battles of World War I. He listed the following battles in the “Verzeichnis 

von Kriegsteilnehmern der israelitischen Gemeinde Laupheim” (“List of 
war veterans of the Israelite community, Laupheim”): the Battle of the 

Somme, the Battle of Arras, Bellecourt, the Monchy Offensive, the 
Flanders Offensive up to St. Quentin, the Battle of Flanders, the Advance 

at the Somme, the Battle at the Somme near Albert in summer 1918, the 
Offensive near Douai, near Arras in October, near Douai again at the end 

of October and then the retreat until the armistice came into force. 

Decorated with the Iron Cross Second Class and the Verdienstkreuz 
(national decoration awarded for services to the community) he returned 

to his hometown Laupheim, where he lived in his father’s house on 52 

Kappellenstraße. In May 1927 the tradesman Josef Obernauer moved to 
Ulm. After that any traces of him are lost.  

On November 4, 1929, Heinrich Obernauer announced the death of his 
wife Dorline, née Lövinger in the local newspaper “Laupheimer 

Verkündiger”. He outlived his wife by seven years. So he lived to see the 
first years of national socialist rule and the increasing marginalization of 
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and discrimination against German Jews. Heinrich Obernauer died on 
October 6, 1936 in Laupheim, at the age of 83 and was laid to rest with 

his wife in the Jewish cemetery in Laupheim. In 1937 Obernauer’s heirs 
sold his home to the bicycle trader Hans Rommel.  

     

 

 

Sources: 

Adreß- und Geschäfts-
Handbuch für die 

Oberamtstadt und die 
Bezirksgemeinden 

Laupheim. München 
1925. 

Braun, Josef: Alt-
Laupheimer Bilderbogen. 

Weißenhorn 1988. P. 
119–120. 

Gedenkbuch. Opfer der 
Verfolgung der Juden 

unter nationalsozialistischer Gewaltherrschaft in Deutschland 1933–1945. 
Bundesarchiv, Koblenz 1986. 

Hüttenmeister, Nathanja: Der Jüdische Friedhof Laupheim. Laupheim 

1998. P. 352 and p. 502. Laupheimer Verkündiger vom 4.11.1929. 

Cityarchives Laupheim FL 9811 - 9899. 

Standesamt Laupheim. Familienregisterband V. P. 215. 

Weil, Jonas: Verzeichnis von Kriegsteilnehmern der israelitischen 

Gemeinde Laupheim. Laupheim 1919. 
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 Hermann Obernauer, born on 29. Dec. 1895 in Laupheim, OO 
 Olga Neumann, born on 16. Feb. 1903 in Bamberg, 

 
 –  Paul Jürgen Obernauer, born on 22. Mar. 1930 in 

 Laupheim, 
 

 –  Rolf Arno Obernauer, born on 22. Jan. 1932 in Laupheim. 
 Emigration of the entire family to the USA on 22. October 1939 
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In 1895, Hermann Obernauer was born to Israel Obernauer and his wife 
Paulina (née Friedberger). Hermann was the youngest of their five 

children. The four sons, Hugo, Max, Wilhelm and Hermann all served as 
German soldiers during the First World War. Only three sons returned with 

numerous military distinctions. The oldest son Hugo was killed in battle in 
1915 in Galicia. The newspaper announcement on this page is from the 

"Laupheimer Verkündiger" and invites the public to the memorial service 
both for him and his fallen comrade Fritz Kaufmann. The Obernauer family 

is one of the founding members of the Laupheim Jewish community and 
can trace its roots back to the middle of the 18th century. 

 

The family's economic basis was the wholesale cigar business, managed 
by two of the Obernauer brothers, Hermann and Wilhelm. The name of 

the firm was Obernauer Brothers. It is thought that their father Israel was 
also active in the branch.  Israel, like his sons, had served as a soldier in 

the Kaiser's German army, as the passport photo taken in 1880 in 
Strassburg on this page illustrates. He returned in 1901 from a business 

trip with typhoid fever from which he died later that year. His son 
Hermann had more luck on his business trips. It was on such an occasion 

in to Bamberg in the summer of 1928, that he met his future wife Olga 
Neumann.  Hermann and Olga were married in November of that year. 

The marriage produced two sons, Paul Jürgen in 1930 and Rolf Arno in 
1932. 

In 1987,Paul 
Obernauer's 

daughter Holly 

Obernauer from 
New York 

interviewed her 
father and 

transcribed his 
memories of his 

Laupheim years 
word for word. The 

museum 
of Laupheim has a 

copy of this 
transcription which 

serves as an 
excellent source of 

information about 

the Obernauer 
family. The 59 page 

text  describes their 
situation in the 

1930's and many 
parts of this text 

are cited here. 
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The Obernauer Brothers Company 

The worldwide economic crisis of the 1930's didn't seem to negatively 
impact the flourishing cigar wholesale company of Wilhelm and Hermann 

Obernauer all that much. The Obernauer family seemed to thrive 
economically at least during these years. Hermann was responsible for 

field work and therefore travelled most of the week. He even had a car 
and chauffeur employed in the 1920s for his travelling work. His brother 

ran the office. In later years, however, Hermann used the train to travel al 
through Germany on business. 

"Things weren't as hectic as today." The cigars, which were first and 
foremost supplied to the large hotels came from all over the world, yet 

there was also a house brand, Obernauer Cigars" 

In the two-storey house on Kapellen Stasse 56 
(today known as Gasthaus Kappelenzipfel ) 

housed Hermann Obernauer and his 
immediate family lived on the first floor 

and on the ground floor, Paul's widowed 
aunt, thus Hermann's sister, Theresa 

Eppstein (née Obernauer) and her 

daughters Trude and Ilse. In the attic 
floor, there was a room for the nanny 

that the family always had. In the 
backyard of the house was a large 

orchard. The business premises were 
situated on firm operated out of the 

top floor of the Jewish school during 
the 1920s, as, at the time there 

wasn't a need for the entire school to 
be utilized. 
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Brief Characteristics of the 
Obernauer Family. 

Employing a nanny and a maid allowed Olga Obernauer the freedom 
to participate in many cultural activities in the community, at least during 

the week while Hermann was travelling on business. At first Olga 

experienced a bit of cultural shock when, due to her marriage, she ended 
up in a small town like Laupheim after the more cosmopolitan 

Bamberg.Olga particularly loved the theatre and would have happily 
become an actress. This love later helped in directing religious plays for 

the children, which were performed, for example, at Hanuka. Olga and 
Hermann were avid opera fans and attended performances quite often in 

Ulm, Stuttgart or Nürnberg. The first gramophone in Laupheim was 
located in the Hermann Obernauer household. Rabbi Treitel was a 

frequent guest of the Obernauers, probably because of the many books as 
well as original Caruso albums. Both parents sang in the Synagogue 

choir. Hermann could read and translate Hebrew fluently. His Hebrew was 
almost as good as his German, which at that time was an anomaly. Their 

son Paul remembers that their house "was overflowing with Hebrew 
books" The active participation in the religious life of the community was 

very important to the family. Friday evenings before sunset, the family 

would pick Hermann up at the train station and they would all go together 
to the synagogue. Saturday, also Shabbat, they also regularly attended. 

  

The Obernauer house on Kapellen Strasse 56 in the 1940s 

(Photo: from the Archive of Theo Miller) 
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As a child, Paul owned his own bicycle which was an exception at  that 
time. He would ride all around the region, far beyond the borders of 

Laupheim. He remarked in his memoirs " I visited the countryside. I loved 
the countryside in Laupheim."   

A frequent destination point for his bicycle excursions was the Laupheim 

West Train Station where he could watch and admire the trains going by. 

His mother was also a big nature lover and took the children on long walks 
during which she taught and sang to them “all those characteristic 

German songs about the heathland, the meadows and the forest”. An 
excursion with Paul's uncle Wilhem in 1935 left a particularly strong 

impression on the young boy: they drove on the newly built and still very 
empty Autobahn from Ulm to Stuttgart. 

 

The fruit and vegetable garden behind the house according to Paul's 

recollection (right on the above photo) measured about a hectare (2 1/3 
acres) and a large part of their everyday life revolved around discussion of 

between his mother and his Aunt Theresa about gardening. 

"we were self sufficient when it came to fruit. There were ginat apple and 
pear harvests and currants. In the vegetable garden, there were potatoes, 

radishes, beans, carrots and even tomatoes."  
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Developments after 1933 

In Paul Obernauer’s memory, the Jews of Laupheim lived a pleasant life 
and there wasn’t any particular anti- Semitism. This only developed due to 

Nazi agitation.  He also believed that in contrast to other countries, the 
anti- Semitism in Germany was part of the government policy. One of the 

first anti- Semitic laws that directly affected the family was the law in 
1935 that forced the Obernauers to part with  their nanny Gertrude, who 

Paul adored. No "Aryan" household help under the age of 50 was allowed 
any longer in Jewish homes. Fear and terror were aroused above all by 

the SA troops in their brown uniforms who were particularly fond of 
marching through the Kapellen Strasse and bellowing their anti-Semitic 

songs. 

“The most important Nazi group was the SA; they had the brown 

uniforms. They were positioned along the street. There were often 

parades through the city ,especially at night, with flags and blazing 

torches. I also saw a small tanks moving through the streets. A speciality 

of the German army is the marching song. One of the SA-songs ran as 

follows: ‘When the Jewish blood sprays off the knife, then everything is 

good’. They cherished singing extremely anti-Semitic songs." 

Paul attended the Jewish school in Laupheim from 1936; however there 
was by now only one single class  with 12 pupils composed of all grades. 

The pupils were taught by their teacher Heinz Säbel. In 1938 the school 

was completely closed and was demolished in the pogrom of theKristall 
Nacht (the Night of Broken Glass). Until their emigration to the USA, Paul 

attended Jewish schools in Ulm and Esslingen. During this time, the 
Obernauer family lived off the proceeds of the life insurance policy of 

Herman, which he had been forced to cash in because as a Jew he was no 
longer permitted to operate his business.  
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The pogrom night of November 9th 1938 

known as Kristallnacht in Kapellen Strasse 

56 
 

" My memories of 1938, at 2 or 3 in the morning: heavy banging on the 

doors. Loud knocks, fierce banging, a lot of noise. Finally they broke the 

front door down. They didn't even have time to wait for anybody to open 

it. My aunt lived downstairs, she was all scared. The Nazis came upstairs 

and they wanted to arrest my father. My father was asleep in the 

bedroom. They pulled him out. And my mother told me one of them 

actually had a revolver in his hand. They just about let my father put on 

his pants and his jacket before they took him up to the municipal hall, And 

my aunt was struggling with one of the Nazis. She was tearing at  his 

coat, saying "what are you doing," and so forth. We didn't know what was 

going on. The next morning my mother, my aunt and my other aunt, 

Tante Cilly, went up to the municipal hall. Cilly’s husband had also been 

arrested, his name was Max Obernauer, my father's brother. And I 

remember my mother telling me she went up to the municipal hall with a 

bunch of military medals in her hand saying "what are you doing, this man 

was a veteran of the Imperial German army in WWI. He got these 

decorations." (...)  The funny part of it was if you were not at home that 

night you were not arrested the following day. And then they were 

transported to Dachau, the concentration camp, just for being Jews, for no 

other reason,"  

Emigration 

The decision to emigrate was taken only in the beginning of 1938 and 

didn't materialise until the end of 1939. It was more like a flight than an 
organized emigration. Hermann Obernauer was arrested and abused by 

the SA and then dragged to Dachau Concentration Camp on the Pogrom 
night in 1938 along with 15 other fathers from Jewish families. As one of 

the last concentration camp prisoners from Laupheim he was released on 
February 4th, 1939, after he like the others had pledged that he would 

seek permission to emigrate from Germany. 

  
Immediately after his release from Dachau, the family tried for a second 

time to immigrate to the USA. On the first attempt to get an entry visa to 
the USA before Hermann's imprisonment in Dachau, he had failed the 

health exam at the US consulate in Stuttgart. The reason at that time had 
been a hernia, which. They also had the necessary affidavits that the US 

consulate required from immigrants. A relative of his mother named Baum 
and Carl Laemmle had provided those life saving papers. So in the 
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summer of 1939 the family successfully underwent another test at the US 
Consulate in Stuttgart for the immigration visas which were only valid 

until November. In September 1939, the family was to leave via Le Havre 
in France, but September 1st Germany invaded Poland and since 

September 3rd, England and France were at war with Germany, which 
meant  that the beginning of WWII had again made emigration from 

Germany impossible. 
   

This development led Hermann Obernauer to a type of panicky knee-jerk 
reaction. Although the emigration was not yet imminent, Hermann told his 

family to just take a suitcase with the essentials and leave everything else 

behind in order to catch a train to France. On the way to the station they 
met Hermann's brother Max, who saw the absurdity of their plan quite 

clearly and convinced Hermann that he would not make it over the 
German-French border, so Hermann reluctantly turned back. After 

desperate inquiries all over Germany, they finally discovered a possibility 
of leaving Germany via Italy. An organization in Stuttgart was able to get 

the family tickets for the SS Volcania, which was to leave Genoa for New 
York on October 23rd, 1939.  

    
Because their departure was delayed time and again, the family lived as 

renters for half a year in their own former home, the home which they 
had been forced to sell for much less than it was worth. The sale of the 

house had become inevitable in early 1939, as the family had no other 
income. Even the little money that they had left over from the sale, they 

were not allowed to bring with them when they finally left Laupheim for 

good on October 21st, 1939. With three dollars, fifteen Lira in their 
pockets, three big suitcases and fourty marks, which they hid so well that 

German customs didn't find them, they made their journey over Stuttgart, 
Munich, Milan for Genoa, where their ship left on schedule for a ten-day 

voyage to New York. At the train station in Munich, they said a last 
farewell to the parents of Olga Obernauer, who had come from Bamberg. 

They, like many other relatives, were not able to emigrate and within a 
short time became victims of the genocide. 

 

New Beginning in the USA 
  
The Ship "Volcania"  aboard which there werepredominately Jewish 

refugees, left Genoa harbour on the 23rd of October 1939.With this, the 
Obernauer family had only just managed to use their visas for the USA 

which had only one more month validity until the end of November. After 
ten days at sea, they arrived safely in New York Harbour on November 

4th, 1939, where Paul's cousin Trudy Eppstein was waiting for them. Their 
family in New York and a Jewish  aid  organization called "The National 

Refugee Service" organized a place to stay and later supported them in 
the search for work. 

  



 

 

537 
 

After Christmas, the two boys had to go to school. Most of their 
classmates were African-Americans as were their teachers. Paul learned 

English easily while Ralph had greater difficulty. At Paul's Bar Mitzvah in 
the winter of 1943, he received a chemistry set as a gift, which stimulated 

his interest in this field. He later studied pharmacy which eventually led to 
him opening his own pharmacy in Jersey City, New Jersey. He married 

Phyllis Miller of Brooklyn in 1959 and they went on to have three 
daughters. The oldest daughter, Audrey Obernauer-Cope, who was born in 

1960, supplied the photos for this piece. 
  

After completing his schooling, Ralph Obernauer served in the US Army 

and was stationed to Europe in 1953. He used this chance to visit his 
native city that same year. "It hardly has changed at all, it looks exactly 

like before", he reported on his return. A woman from Laupheim 
recognized him and spoke with him, unfortunately not much more from 

this visit has been documented. 
  

   
  

 

Foto: Audrey Obernauer-Cope 

 

1) Quelle: Autobiografie Paul Obernauers, englisch, maschinenschriftlich, 
59 Seiten. Die Zitate in den Kästchen sind eigene Übersetzungen daraus 

(K.N.). Die Fotos zu diesem Kapitel stellte Audrey Obernauer-Cope, eine in 
Kanada lebende Tochter Paul Obernauers, freundlicherweise zur 

Verfügung. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

OBERNAUER, Max,  
Livestock trade, 15 Industriestrasse  

 

Translated by: Markus Ganser  

  

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

 

 Max Obernauer, born. November 25, 1885 in Laupheim, 
 Emigration on December 30,1940 to Argentinia, died 1952 in 

 Argentinia, OO Cilly Obernauer, née Friedberger, born September 
 21, 1895 in Laupheim,  Emigration on December 30, 1940 to 

 Argentinia, died on Sept. 1984 in Buenos Aires, Argentinia, 
   

 – Hugo Obernauer, born August 20, 1918, Emigration on August 
 17, 1937 to Argentinia, died July 10, 1986 in Choele Choel, 

 Argentinia, 
  

 – Emil Obernauer, born March 15, 1920 in Laupheim, Emigration 
 on July 5,1937 to Argentinia.  
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Max Obernauer, born  November 25, 1885 in Laupheim, was the second 
son of Israel and Paulina Obernauer, née Friedberger. The couple had five 

children: one daughter and four sons. The family of seven lived in 
Kapellenstrasse 56. This book features separate chapters for his younger 

brothers Hermann and Wilhelm Obernauer.  

 

   

Cilly Obernauer, née Friedberger, and Max Obernauer. 

The children of Israel and Paulina Obernauer attended the Jewish primary 

school, and in 1896, the oldest sons, Hugo and Max, were both listed as 

pupils of the upper and lower grades respectively of the newly founded 
Latin and Junior High School. Traditionally, education played an important 

role in Jewish families and the family of cattle trader Israel Obernauer was 
no exception. Of the first 43 students of the 1896/97 school year, 14 were 

Jewish, which is a share of 32 % and was considerably higher than the 
share of Jews in the total population of Laupheim, which was at 

approximately 10 %. Upon completion of his schooling, Max Obernauer 
followed his father and became a livestock trader.On day four after the 

1914 declaration of the mobilization, Max Obernauer was enlisted to the 
Bavarian Medical Corps No. 3 in Munich, and was in service as a medical 

orderly in many battles. By his own account, these included the battles of 
Bacard, Sarburg, Lyon, Munster Alsace, Somme, Muldau, St. Quentin, 

Compiegne, and Hammel. On Dec. 3, 1918 he returned from war, 
decorated with the Iron Cross 2nd Class and the Cross of Merit.  In the 

last year of the war, on Jan. 15, 1918, Max Obernauer married his 23-

year-old cousin Cilly Friedberger. She was the daughter of Markus and 
Therese Friedberger, née Landauer, and was also born and raised in 

Laupheim. There is a reference to her parents in this book. Seven months 

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/36e%20FRIEDBERGER%20Markus.htm
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after their marriage, on Aug. 20, 1918, Hugo Obernauer was born in 
Laupheim. He was named after his father’s older brother who was killed in 

action in 1915 in Russia. Their second son, Emil was born in Laupheim on 
March 15, 1920. 

Cattle trade 

Cattle trade was the 

livelihood of the 
family. When it came 

to horse purchasing 

and selling, Max 
Obernauer cooperated 

with his Jewish 
partner, Emil Kahn, 

who provided the horse stables at his house in Kapellenstrasse 64. Both 
were equal partners running a General Partnership since 1923. 

Accordingly, both of their names were displayed on their advertisements. 
In 1929, 17 out of the 24 cattle traders in Laupheim were Jews. 

Traditionally, livestock trade was a domain of Jewish traders in Upper 
Swabia and the alpine foreland that was handed over in the families from 

generation to generation. The long-term business relationships between 
Jewish cattle traders and the mostly Catholic country people had proven 

to be successful. In addition to the horse-trading cooperation with Emil 
Kahn, Max Obernauer also traded cows and calves independently, as 

illustrated in the advertisement from the Laupheimer Verkündiger dated 

December 7, 1925. The business address is given as Ulmer Strasse 52, 
which was the property of his uncle, Markus Friedberger, who provided 

the cowshed, and probably handed over his own business to Max 
Obernauer. However, according to the “Address and business manual for 

the district communities of Laupheim”, the Obernauer family already lived 
in a house that Max Obernauer had built near the town train station. The 

pictures below illustrate the start of Laupheim’s expansion in the north-
west. The representative building leads to the assumption that Max 

Obernauer’s livestock business must have been quite successful. However, 
he took out credit loans from the Israelite parish community, Carl 

Laemmle from New York, and from the Frankfurt-based lawyer Dr. 
Neander Fromm to finance the house, which has been a common practice 

when building and purchasing real estate up until today.   

 

“Laupheimer Verkündiger”, dated Jan. 1, 1924 and Dec. 7, 1925 

Max Obernauer was probably away on business a lot, so domestic affairs 
were managed by his wife. Accordingly, “Mrs. Max Obernauer” offered a 

well-paid housekeeping job for a 20 to 25-year-old female in 1923. 
Whether or not this job offer had a good response is unknown. 
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Haus Obernauer, Industriestrasse 15, in approx. 1925. 

(Photo: Archive Theo Miller) 

 
Property today: well preserved in its original style.   

(Photo: Michael Schick) 
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Death of Pauline Obernauer, née 
Friedberger 

Max Obernauer’s father, Israel Obernauer, already passed 
away in 1901 following typhoid fever, which he had caught 

on a business trip. His widow, Pauline Obernauer, née 

Friedberger, stayed in their house in Kappellenstrasse 56. 
There is only little information about Pauline. Her brother 

Markus Friedberger and her sisters Mathilde Bach and Cilly 
Einstein also lived in Laupheim with their families. The 

family picture is shown in the chapter for Markus 
Friedberger and family. Her daughter Therese Eppstein 

moved away from Laupheim, but her three sons Max, 
Wilhelm, and Hermann Obernauer and their families 

stayed in town, keeping up ties with Pauline, so that she 
could carry on living closely integrated with her relatives 

and the Jewish community. She passed away on Oct. 15, 
1925 at the age of 64, following a brief and serious illness. 

Pauline Obernauer, née Friedberger, in approx. 1920. 

(Photo: from the estate of John Bergmann) 

The obituary specifically acknowledges the housekeeper, Katharina Kley, 

for her “dedicated and loving care”. Kley was in housekeeping service at 
the Max Obernauer family until the mid-1930s. Such long-term 

employment of Christian staff in Jewish households was quite typical in 
Laupheim. 

 

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/36e%20FRIEDBERGER%20Markus.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/36e%20FRIEDBERGER%20Markus.htm
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Childhood and youth of Hugo and Emil 
Obernauer 

Max and Cilly Obernauer’s two children grew up in a close family 
environment that also included relatives from their father’s and mother’s 

side. Like all children of the Jewish community in Laupheim, they attended 
the Jewish elementary school in Radstrasse, where Hermann Einstein was 

the teacher in the late 20s. A picture dated Feb. 21, 1929, shows a group 
of 12 pupils of the Jewish elementary school, all in costumes, ready to 

celebrating the Purim festival.  Emil and Hugo Obernauer are clearly 

visible on the very left and right respectively. 
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(Photos: Archive Günther Raff) 

 

 

 

 

The annual 

summer festival 
“Kinder- und 

Heimatfest” is still 
a local highlight 

today, and in the 
twenties and early 

thirties of the last 
century it was also 

highly popular 
among the 

townspeople 
including the old 

and the young, Christians and Jews alike. Accordingly, the two Obenauer 
boys were big fans of the festival. This holds particularly true for Hugo, 

who picked exactly the festival date in 1984 for a visit to his birth town 

Laupheim, 47 years after his emigration to Argentina.  In 1930, when he 
was 10-years-old, he actively participated in the festival parade as one of 

the locally well-known “Seven Swabians”. The picture shows him wearing 
a cap in the second row at the spear behind the rabbit that was chased by 

the group. In a letter to Rita Stetter, née Mueller, dated July 15, 1982, he 
recalls as follows: 

“Sweet memories came to my mind when I was reading the festival 

program. Once I won the first prize in a crossbow-shooting competition 
and it was a wonderful pocketknife with a mother-of-pearl handle and a 

sticker with the initials A. H. on it (editor’s note: Adolf Hitler). Even 

Wilhelm Tell couldn’t have been prouder of it! This must have been in 
1933, which was my last school year in Laupheim. After that I started my 

apprenticeship in Ulm . . . On Langestrasse 20 there was a department 
store named “Volksbedarf” (Goods for People’s Needs). There, I was 

trained for three years in window dressing, and I kept this job until I 
emigrated.” 
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His childhood memories were the emotional basis for his close relation to 
Laupheim, which he described in a letter to Rita Stetter, dated Feb. 5, 

1981: 

“The longer I am away from ‘home’, the more I am longing for my 
beloved Laupheim.” 

  

Reminiscing, he recalls the times when he was sleigh-riding on the local 
hill, Bronner Berg, together with his friends from Ulmerstasse, Eugen and 

Hugo Held, and Anton Beck, or collecting wood for the traditional end-of-
winter fire “Facklefeuer” (torch fire) in March, and many things more, 

before he continues: 

 “Our second home back then, however, was the soccer arena of Olympia 
Laupheim, and not only in the summertime. I can hardly believe that 

there were ever more enthusiastic fans in Laupheim than us. No distance 
was too far for us when it came to accompanying our team by bike to 

away matches. It didn’t matter if these matches took place in Ehingen, 

Blaubeuren, or Munderkingen. Sometimes when our team won, we were 
allowed to go home together with them on the bus. Rudolf Rechtsteiner 

was the goalkeeper. On Mondays, the Laupheimer Verkündiger reported 
on the matches from the past weekend. We were part of the last youth 

team of the Laupheim soccer club; you know I am referring to the time 
before 1933. You may imagine that under these circumstances my school 

performance was not the best, which prompted our teacher, Mr. Zepf to 
specifically emphasize the first vocal of my last name ‘O’ many times 

when addressing me.”  

It was also the shared identity and close relationships between the 

Christian and Jewish children that generally allowed for a carefree and 
easy-going childhood. So it was not unusual at all that Hugo Obernauer 

looked forward to Christmas every year. 

 “This was the highlight of the year for us kids. Of course, I was invited to 
the Helds’ every year, and I sang the Christmas songs with great fervor, 

just like them. And there was always a plate for me with the typical 
Swabian Christmas cookies like “Springerle” or “Zimtsterne”. This was also 

the time when we could cast tin soldiers, or play with steam engines that 
were fueled by spirit.” 

(Letter from Hugo Obernauer to Rita Stetter, née Mueller, dated Feb. 5, 

1981) 
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The time after 1933 

After Adolf Hitler‘s appointment as Reich Chancellor the National Socialists 
quickly seized power and also in Laupheim, which had been dominated by 

the Catholic Centre Party up to then, political change was imminent. Hugo 
Obernauer reported that students of the secondary school had to keep a 

so-called national notebook, in which all famous Germans along with their 
deeds or speeches from the past were filed. He recalled entries for Otto 

von Bismarck, Albert Leo Schlageter, the commander of the U 9 
submarine in World War I, and various speeches by Hindenburg and Adolf 

Hitler. In 1934, Hugo Obernauer passed his school exams and, as 
mentioned before, started a vocational training and continued as a 

professional window dresser at the “Volksbedarf” department store in Ulm 
until emigrating in 1937. 

His brother Emil Obernauer started job training at the Bergmann hair 
factory. Experiencing the increasing discrimination against Jewish citizens 

must have been particularly painful for the Obernauer brothers as they 
grew up perfectly integrated with their many Christian friends and 

classmates. It was to a large extent due to the Reich Citizenship Law and 
the Protection Law of German Blood and Honor', both dictated by the 

Nazis in 1935, that the Obernauer family started preparations for 
emigration. But the threat was even more concrete for the young men in 

Laupheim, as Hugo Obernauer stated in a letter dated November 21, 1985 
to Theo Miller in Laupheim: 

  
“Finally, I’d like to tell you about an incident that happened in the winter 

of 1936/37. As you know, our house was the last on Industriestrasse next 
to the Scheffold Saw Mill. Next to the mill there was a meadow that 

belonged to the Bertele butchery. You also know that every day I came 
home from Ulm at approximately 9 pm. One evening, while having a 

sparse supper at home, I heard some noise on our shutters coming from 
iced clumps of dirt. Without further ado I put out the lights, got my Diana 

air gun and slipped through a gap in our picket fence where one fence 
panel was missing. I ran attack against the presumed enemy, who fled 

head over heels, possibly for the first time since Hitler’s coming to power. 

As the moon was shining bright, I was able to determine that the 
intruders were members of the Hitler Youth in Laupheim. I had been 

fortunate to fool them, but the next day they were waiting for me at the 
Laupheim train station with a sound beating for shooting at Germans. But 

nobody filed a complaint against me, which was somehow meaningful.” 
  

In August 1937 Hugo and Emil Obernauer finally left their home to escape 

to Argentina. However, their parents first stayed in Laupheim, where 
particularly Max Obernauer had to face more and more restrictions 

imposed by the Nazis. Running his horse and cattle trading business 
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became more and more difficult until it finally came to a halt in 1939. In 
this context, please refer to the article about Emil Kahn, which provides 

more details about these restraints. 

When SA troops from Ulm set fire to the Laupheim synagogue on “Crystal 
Night”, November 9/10, 1938, thirty Jewish male citizens from Laupheim 

were forced out of their houses and dragged to the scene to witness the 

destruction of their house of worship. Max and his younger brothers 
Hermann and Wilhelm were among them. According to fire fighter 

Wendelin Ganser, they were brought to the market hall where SA 
members forced them to do squats and other physical exercises. After 

that, they were arrested in the district court prison. 17 of the arrested 
people were then brought to the Dachau concentration camp. The first of 

them returned to Laupheim at the end of November, the last only in 
February 1939. They had been released under the condition not to 

disclose any facts about their imprisonment, to sell their properties, and 
leave Germany. Sigmund Laupheimer was beaten to death in the Dachau 

concentration camp. Max Obernauer was released on Dec. 17, 1938. 

During his detention, precisely on Nov. 30, 1938, there were house 

searches at the homes of the imprisoned Jewish citizens, all aimed at 
closely inspecting and evaluating their possessions. This, of course, was 

another threat that must have been particularly frightening for the wives 
and children who were left alone during that time. Those affected were the 

houses of Edwin, Theodor and Max Bergmann, Hermann Sternschein, 
teacher Mr. Säbel, Emil Kahn, Max Einstein, Siegfried Kurz, Max Einstein, 

Benno Nördlinger and Max Obernauer. (Town archive F 7613) 

The fact that in June 1939 Jewish cattle traders were no longer allowed to 

participate in the fortnightly Laupheim cattle market, and being forced to 
do their business exclusively from home, practically meant that they were 

dismissed from their occupation. 

Exactly one year after the Crystal Night on Nov. 9/10, 1938, 13 male 
Jewish citizens from Laupheim – including Max Obernauer – were arrested 

again and taken into custody for several days in the district court jail. For 
the Jewish citizens still remaining in Laupheim it became ever more urgent 

to leave the country. But the hurdles were extremely high. This required 
not only numerous approvals by the Nazi authorities, but also an entry 

permit from the receiving country. Furthermore, it was imperative to 

obtain a boarding pass for the ship passage. Cilly and Max Obernauer 
went to great lengths in order to emigrate to their sons in Argentina, 

which they finally achieved at the end of 1940. In February 1940 they sold 
their house in Industriestrasse 15, including yard and plot number 2613/1 

for 15 000 Reichsmark to the sisters Elise and Maria Schick. In 1946, the 
purchase price was assessed as being in range by the real estate agent 

Josef Benz from Laupheim, who was in charge of evaluating the 
appropriateness of prices in all real estate sales of Jewish citizens from 

Laupheim during the Nazi regime. 

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/52e%20KAHN%20Emil.htm
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The photos of Cilly and Max Obernauer (at the beginning of this chapter) 
were found during research in the State Archive Sigmaringen and the 

District Archive Biberach. The picture of Cilly Obernauer from the State 
Archive Sigmaringen originates from her passport, whereas Max 

Obernauer’s picture from the District Archive Biberach comes from a trade 
license that was confiscated in 1938. 

The life of the emigrants in Argentina 

When the Obernauer family reunited in Argentina, they decided to set up 

a farming business, starting with cattle breeding. They only owned a few 

cows, and initially they had to make a living from the sparse proceeds 
from selling the milk in the near village. There, Hugo Obernauer met his 

future wife Susann in 1947. She had also emigrated from Germany, where 
her father ran a law firm in Berlin as a lawyer and notary public before 

1933. Hugo and Susann married in Argentina, and in 1950 their son 
Eduardo was born. He was followed by their daughter Alicia three years 

later. After Max Obernauer’s death in 1952 Hugo Obernauer started to 
grow raspberries. In a letter to Rita Stetter, née Mueller, dated April 5, 

1981, he described in detail his life in Latin America: 

 “Now, I’d like to tell you a bit about here, as I feel that you’re quite 

interested about it. Argentina is a Spanish speaking country, and Choele 
Choel is located in the Province of Rio Negro, exactly 1000 kilometers 

from the capital Buenos Aires. The estate I live on lies on an island with a 
diameter of 30 kilometers that is surrounded by two arms of the Rio 

Negro. The next village is only about 3 kilometers away from my house. I 
am mainly producing raspberries and walnuts, with raspberries going to 

the liqueur and jam factories in the capital. In addition, we grow cherries, 
apricots, apples, pears, plums, tomato, sweet corn, potato, and last, but 

not least, ‘Träuble' (currants). As you can imagine, you never get the 
chance to be bored in this business. But believe it or not, despite being 

63, I do almost all the work alone, except for the harvesting. I have to 
admit that I am equipped with the most modern machines. A large-scale 

irrigation program initiated by our government makes sure that there is 
always the required amount of moisture for the plants. But what makes 

me particularly proud, are my two children. My son Eduardo (31), called 

‘Bubele’, is chief gynecologist at a big hospital in Buenos Aires, and my 
daughter Alicia (28), called ‘Liesele’, is a biochemist in the same city.” 

 
His brother Emil Obernauer ran his own farm in the neighborhood, was 

also married, and had children himself. When Emil’s oldest son died of a 
stroke in 1987, it was a severe blow for him, also knowing that he himself 

suffered from heart problems. 

Hugo and Emil’s mother, Cilly Obernauer, née Friedberger, had the 
privilege of leading a long life. She passed away at the age of 89 in 

Buenos Aires in 1984. 



 

 

549 
 

Contact with Laupheim 

There have already been several excerpts from letters written by Hugo 
Obernauer, which are now to be brought into context. His grandniece, 

Audrey Obernauer, who he had not known about for a long time, the 
granddaughter of Hermann Obernauer, contacted him in the early 80s of 

the last century and provided him with the address of Rita Mueller, who 
was a contender for divisional director at the Laupheim authorities at that 

time, and supported Audrey during her Laupheim visit in July 1978. A 
close friendship evolved from this encounter which was then “passed 

down” through the family. Hugo Obernauer contacted her by mail, and 
Rita Mueller, was more than happy to respond from Laupheim.  Possibly, 

this communication also contributed to his wish to see his hometown 
again. 

After long preparations, the time 
finally came in 1984. Hugo and 

Susann Obernauer travelled to 
Germany and came to Laupheim 

exactly at the time of the summer 
festival, of which Hugo had been an 

enthusiastic fan in his childhood. 
Otmar Schick, then mayor in 

Laupheim, provided them with a warm 
welcome. After his return to 

Argentina, Hugo Obernauer 

acknowledged this in a notable thank-
you letter that is printed out below. In 

addition to attending various events 
during the summer festival 1984, he 

also visited the Jewish cemetery in 
Laupheim every day, where many of 

his ancestors had been buried and 
where the war memorial, which had 

been designed by Friedrich Adler, 
listed his uncle Hugo Obernauer. 
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After 47 years I have seen high mountains and green valleys, wide rivers, 

dark forests, flowers of all colors, the "Swabian Sea", huge department 

stores and many things more, and I'd like to state quite frankly that the 
place I liked most is your and my Laupheim.  

 
The 'folkloric evening' was really touching, as you yourself experienced. 

The festival parade was unforgettable, and the fireworks in the evening 
were impressive. But what made my stay at my place of birth most 

beautiful was the get-together with beloved citizens in the beer tent in the 
late evening.   

 
Can you imagine how you can feel so drunk without having touched a 

single drop of alcohol? Being together with Ludwig Beck and his wife, and 
with Rita Mueller and her mother from Bihlafingen I felt like I had never 

been away from Laupheim and as if all time in between had never existed. 
And all this came to me without big words. We sang songs of home and 

held hands like little kids. 

 
Now it's time again to "schaffa, schaffa, spara, spara" (translator’s note: 

continuously work and save money), so that hopefully one day, I'll be 
lucky to attend the Heimatfest (summer festival) one more time before 

this Swabian poem comes to a literary end. I feel I could continue writing 
this letter much longer, but for today I'd like to leave it at this. 

 
Many thanks to you, dear Mr. Schick, for all you offered to me. Please find 

enclosed a picture postcard with a view of Laupheim from the twenties, 
which I’d like you to forward to Mr. Theo Miller. 

Kind regards, 
.... 

During his visit, he also attended the slide show featuring old pictures and 
views of Laupheim, which was organized by Mr. Theo Miller. Hugo 

Obernauer handed the passionate collector of old pictures his business 
card, stating that he still kept an old picture postcard of Ulmerstrasse, 

which he sent to him by mail upon his return to Argentina. This initial 
encounter evolved into a mail correspondence with a bundle of letters and 

a close friendship until Hugo Obernauer’s death in 1986. Theo Miller 

quenched Hugo Obernauer‘s thirst for news about Laupheim, answered 
questions, sent him the annual publications of the local club for town 

improvement, as well as a copy of an old picture of the Olympia Laupheim 
soccer team featuring Hugo Obernauer. In this context, Theo Miller also 

confessed to his mail partner that he had been a member of the SS as a 
young man and that his father had purchased the Bergmann hair factory. 

Hugo Obernauer remained forgiving, having stated already before in a 
more generic sense:  “Apart from that I’d like to stick to my principle 

when it comes to the twelve years of dictatorship and tyranny, which is: 
“Always remember, but never speak about it.” It is much nicer to think 
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about the time when we were standing as equals beneath our neighbor’s 
Christmas tree . . .” It may seem as if he wanted to suppress all bad 

memories of that time, but obviously this was his way of carrying on 
living. Hugo Obenauer already planned another trip to Laupheim for 1987, 

but in early 1986 he suffered a heart attack and died on July 10, 1986 in 
Choele Choel, Argentina. In 1987, his son Eduardo visited Laupheim in 

lieu of Hugo Obernauer. In 1988, Emil Obernauer and his wife Magdalena 
followed an invitation of the Laupheim authorities to all former Jewish 

citizens of Laupheim. Hugo Obernauer’s widow, Susann, leased the 
property in Choele Choel and moved to her children in Buenos Aires. 

There, at the age of 57, she started a career as a baby sitter for her two-

year-old grandson, blond and blue-eyed, who for her was the image of his 
grandfather Hugo. 

 

 Theo Miller remembers his friend Hugo Obernauer,  

whenever he looks at the picture postcard. 

(Photo: Elisabeth Ligenza – „Schwäbische Zeitung“, dated August 2, 2005) 
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Hecht, Cornelia; Köhlerschmidt, Antje: The deportation of the Jews from 
Laupheim. Laupheim 2004. Hüttenmeister, Nathanja: The Jewish 

Cemetery Laupheim. Laupheim 1998. 

District archive Biberach F 7613 - 3a. Laupheimer Verkündiger 1923–

1925. 

Neidlinger, Karl: 100 Years of Secondary School. 1896 - 1996. Laupheim 
1996. Schwäbische Zeitung dated August 2, 2005. 

State archive Sigmaringen Wü 65/18 T 4 and T 5. Town archive Laupheim 
FL 9811–9899. 

Registry Laupheim, Family register volume V. 

Weil Jonas: List of veterans from the Israelite community Laupheim, 

Laupheim 1919. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

OBERNAUER, Wilhelm, 
Tobacco products, 21 Radstrasse 

 
 

 

Translated by: Adrian Fernandez, Marie-Kristin Fischer, Paulina 
Hausmann, Nazanin Zoroofchi 

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez,  
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

 

DR. ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT / DR. UDO BA YER  

 
 Wilhelm Obernauer, born December 29, 1894 in Laupheim OO 

 Hella-Johanna, née Lindauer, born November 17, 1904 in 
 Esslingen, died January 6, 1938 in Wangen i. Allgäu, 

 
 – Heinz Joachim Obernauer, born January 3, 1925 in Ulm, died 

 1975 in the USA, 
 

 - Max Paul Obernauer, born February 27, 1928 in Laupheim, died 

 2004 in the USA. Emigration of Wilhelm Obernauer and his sons 

 Heinz and Max to New York, USA, on December 7, 1938.  
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According to the first transcript of the safe conduct (an official document 
that ensured one’s safety by paying certain fees) and further documents 

from the eighteenth century, the Obernauers were one of the oldest 
Jewish families of Laupheim. They can be traced back to David Obernauer, 

one of four Jews, who found accommodation in Laupheim around the year 
1730. In the course of many decades the descendants branched out. 

Therefore the Obernauers were remotely related to the Einstein family. In 
an interview from June 2000, Max Obernauer reported that Albert 

Einstein’s grandmother was the sister of his great grandmother. When he 
was thirteen, his father, Wilhelm Obernauer, took him to meet Albert 

Einstein. Furthermore the Obernauers were also related to Carl Laemmle, 

the founder of Universal Studios in Hollywood.  
 

 

Dr. Antje Köhlerschmidt’s Interview with Max Obernauer, 06/20/2000. 
(Photo by Dr. Udo Bayer) 

 
 

Family connections made the acquisition of the affidavits for the families 

of the brothers Wilhelm, Max and Hermann Obernauer possible, which 
were provided by uncle Carl (Laemmle) and necessary for their 

immigration to the USA. 
 

Wilhelm Obernauer was born as the fourth of five children of Israel and 
Paulina Obernauer, née Friedberger, on December 29, 1894. 
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His parents married on December 23, 1883 in their hometown Laupheim 
and lived at 56 Kapellenstrasse. 

 
The five siblings had grown up there and visited the Jewish Volksschule 

(basic primary school and secondary school), afterwards the Latein- and 
Realschule (German secondary school with a Latin department) before 

they started working. 
 

Wilhelm Obernauer and his brother Hermann ran a flourishing cigar 
wholesale on the second floor of the Jewish Volksschule on Radstrasse.  

For further information please refer to the article about Hermann 

Obernauer. 
 

Just like his three brothers Hugo, Max and Hermann Obernauer, Wilhelm 
served as a soldier. More specifically, he was a miner of the infantry for 

the German Empire during World War I. 
 

For his service he was awarded with the War Merit Cross with Swords. On 
the following group photo from the Archive Ernst Schäll you can see nine 

soldiers. Wilhelm Obernauer, dressed in a white jacket, is the third person 
from the left, casually leaning against a fellow soldier while looking into 

the distance. After the war he resumed working in the office of his own 
company, where his main responsibility was administrative tasks.   

 
 

Wilhelm Obernauer, third from the left (white jacket) 

(Photo: Ernst Schäll archive, Laupheim) 
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Wilhelm Obernauer married Johanna Lindauer on April 4, 1924 in 
Esslingen and they lived at 21 Radstrasse. They rented their house from 

Josef Bergmann & Co.. They had two sons Heinz Joachim, born on January 
3, 1925 in Ulm and three years later Max Paul on February 27, 1928 in 

Laupheim. When Max Paul was invited to Laupheim in 1988 and visited his 
former home on Radstrasse with his niece, he said of his return:  

 
“Mrs. Guggenheimer had lived next door (Authors note: she lived on 

Radstrasse 23.) and was always looking out the window. Now I’m standing 
here in front of my house and the window opens. Mrs. Guggenheimer 

would have to be 120 years old by now. (Authors note: she died in 1941 

in Laupheim.) Who might that be? And the woman says: ‘Mr. Obernauer, I 
was waiting at my window and I knew that you would come here today.’ 

Then I said: ‘Who are you?’ That’s when she came downstairs and said: 
‘Please come in for some coffee and cake.’ ‘I don’t know who you are.’ 

‘Don’t you know your uncle Max always had boys and girls cleaning the 
house? I am one of them’. “ 

 
It was not just uncle Max Obernauer who employed mostly Christian 

domestic workers, but also his parents, as an advertisement of Mrs. 
Wilhelm Obernauer from the year 1925 shows. After her first son’s birth, a 

helping hand to lighten her workload must have been very welcome.  
 

 

  

(Laupheimer Verkündiger, 03/11/1925) 
 

Only for the first few years of their lives did the two sons Heinz and Max 
grow up within the family and the synagogue community. Their mother, 

Johanna Obernauer, got a serious illness and the doctor recommended 
that the children not stay with her. Therefore eight year old Heinz and his 

then five year old brother Max lived in a Jewish orphanage in Esslingen 
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from 1933 until 1936. The grandparents supported the family financially. 
The brothers Heinz and Max, who had a close relationship, returned to 

Laupheim and visited the Jewish Volksschule. Back then only seven 
children attended the school and their teacher was Mr. Silbermann. Fritz 

Bernheim and Sofie Heumann were two of Max’ Jewish friends.  

In 1936 Carl Laemmle was staying in Zurich when Wilhelm Obernauer 

visited him. Carl Laemmle insisted that Wilhelm should come to the United 
States, but Johanna Obernauer’s illness did not at first allow it. On 

January 6, 1938 after a long illness, she died at the young age of 34 in 
the hospital in Wangen im Allgäu. She was buried three days later at the 

Jewish cemetery in Laupheim. Wilhelm Obernauer did everything in his 
power to press ahead with the emigration of his two sons. He filed another 

emigration request at the consulate of Stuttgart; but before their 
emigration to New York on the Aquitania in December 1938 succeeded, 

they had to endure the Kristallnacht on the evening of November 9, 1938 
in Laupheim. It was this night that the SA chased Jewish men, including 

Wilhelm Obernauer, out of their homes and to their burning synagogue 
where they were then harassed.  

His son Max Obernauer tells the following story: 
 

 
“I remember the day after the Kristallnacht. I rode my bike to the prison 

to bring blankets, food and money for my father. My brother was too 
scared and did not want to leave the house. When I got there I was told 

that my father had been released, that is why I gave everything to my 
uncles who were there . . . 

When I came home, he was there. The Nazi official, who had apparently 
interceded for the family, had arranged for his release and made it 

possible for him to leave Laupheim . . . Two days later we drove to the 
Swiss border with his car and off into freedom . . . From Switzerland we 

went to Paris and there we learned that the Nazis wanted to confiscate our 

personal belongings, which were still in Hamburg, because of outstanding 
taxes. My grandmother had money in a bank in Laupheim, so my father 

and the German embassy in Paris agreed upon the return of our furniture 
if my father gave the remaining account balance to the Reich. That’s how 

we got our belongings out of Germany. We came to New York on 
Christmas Eve in 1941 with $2 in my father’s pocket. My father worked as 

a busboy for $6 a week. Going to school was not easy because we did not 
speak English. So I went to a kindergarten and a year later I was passed 

into the first grade. After my high school graduation, I left school. Two 
years later I was drafted by the US Marines.” 

 
 

According to his son, having arrived in the United States Wilhelm 
Obernauer refused to accept financial help from Laemmle because he 

strived to provide for himself as much as possible and did not want to 

keep imposing on him. His two brothers Max and Hermann Obernauer and 
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their families were still in Nazi Germany and helping them emigrate was 
top priority. At that time both of them were incarcerated in the 

concentration camp Dachau. Later Hermann Obernauer reported to his 
nephew that the SS would make them stand in the snow for two hours, 

barely clothed in the freezing cold.  
 

As one of the last survivors of the prisoners from Laupheim, he was 
released February 4, 1939, on the condition that he would make an effort 

to emigrate, which he did at the end of that same year. His health had 
deteriorated; he was suffering from severe asthma and could only work a 

limited amount of hours as a door to door salesman in the United States. 

 
              

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Johanna Obernauer, née Lindauer. Wilhelm Obernauer. 
 

(Photo: state archive Sigmaringen –Wü 65/T4 and T5) 
 

In the beginning, life in the United States was very difficult for almost 
every emigrant, not only because of financial issues, but also because of 

the language barrier. The then ten year old Max was sent to live with 
another family for a year and had to visit kindergarten to quickly learn 

English. After his return to his father, he was sent directly to class 6 b, 
without having attended the classes 5 a/b and 6 a. He complained all his 

life that he had lacked certain basic mathematic skills. When he was 

sixteen, around 1944, he sold war bonds and for this purpose he sought 
out Carl Laemmle Jr. at the Plaza Hotel in New York. This is where he met 

two of the biggest movie stars of that time: Cary Grant and Ginger 
Rogers. For the subscription of war bonds, Laemmle Jr. made out a check 

for $35,000. Time and again he encountered acquaintances from 
Laupheim, one of them was Ludwig Steiner who had sent him packages 

during his service in the Marines. After his graduation he completed an 
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apprenticeship in interior design and worked at a furniture store. Later on, 
Max married a Jewish woman and they had a son together. 

 
His brother Heinz served as a US soldier during World War II and at the 

end of the war he was assigned to guard a German prisoner of war camp 
in Casablanca. There he met a young man from Laupheim who recognized 

him. Heinz, too, started a family and had two daughters. He was killed in 
an accident in 1975 when he was just 50 years old. 

 
After having been invited, Max Obernauer returned to his hometown 

Laupheim in 1988 to which he developed close emotional ties. He 

especially liked the annual children’s and town fair, but also typical 
Swabian food such as Dampfnudeln (yeast dumplings). He visited the 

Upper Swabian town multiple times, once accompanied by his niece Carol, 
another time by Marjorie, and in 1998 in the company of his son. For him 

it was a journey into his past whereas for the Obernauer generation born 
in the United States it was a search for their roots. For many years, Max 

Obernauer maintained his friendship with the family of Dr. Udo Bayer that 
took loving care of him.  

 
Max Obernauer’s wife became mentally ill which depleted his financial 

resources and was the reason he worked at a furniture store on Long 
Island into old age.  

 
When asked about his relationship to religion, he said: “I’m Jewish but I’m 

not very religious. Until I was 10 or 12 I went to the synagogue every 

week on Friday night and on important holidays.” In the United States he 
became one of the vice presidents of the society of Jewish communities in 

New York. But his relationship to religion was strained when he asked his 
rabbi to pay a visit to his severely ill wife in the hospital, which the rabbi 

declined by referring him to the local rabbi. He had also wished for 
support from his rabbi after his son married a Christian woman, as he 

wanted his grandchildren to be raised in the Jewish faith. Since the rabbi 
did not grant his wishes he distanced himself from the community.  

Max Obernauer owned a very special Chanukah candleholder, which is an 
important part of the merry Jewish festival of lights and starts in Kislew, 

usually in November or December. It lasts eight days and commemorates 
the temple’s recapture and re-inauguration in Jerusalem during the time 

of the Maccabees. The eight candles of the Chanukah candleholder are 
lighted in a specific order.  
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(Schwäbische Zeitung, 06/24/2000, Bernhard Raidt)   
 

 

 
 

 
Max Obernauer presented Mayor Schick with a valuable Chanukah 

candleholder from New York.  
 

(Photo: Bernhard Raidt, Schwäbische Zeitung) 
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The unique silver candleholder was manufactured from 500 of his father’s 
silver coins by a jeweler from Laupheim because Jewish people were not 

allowed to bring any cash, but could bring objects of worship when they 
emigrated. Max Obernauer gave it to the Museum zur Geschichte von 

Christen und Juden in Laupheim (museum on the history of Christians and 
Jews in Laupheim), where it is now a significant contribution to the 

exhibition.  
 

 
Sources: 

Adreß- und Geschäfts-Handbuch für die Oberamtsstadt und die 
Bezirksgemeinden Laupheim. 1925. Archiv Ernst Schäll, Laupheim. 

Hüttenmeister, Nathanja: Der Jüdische Friedhof Laupheim. Laupheim 

1998. S. 517. Interview von Dr. Antje Köhlerschmidt mit Max Obernauer 
vom 23.06.2000 in Laupheim. Kreisarchiv Biberach 034 BüNr. 3 Az 

6104/1. 

Laupheimer Verkündiger vom 11.3.1925. 

Museum zur Geschichte von Christen und Juden, Schloss Großlaupheim. 

Schenk, Georg: Laupheim. Geschichte - Land - Leute. Weißenhorn 1976. 
S. 160. Standesamt Laupheim. Familienregisterband V. S. 216. 

Weil, Jonas: Verzeichnis von Kriegsteilnehmern der israelitischen 

Gemeinde Laupheim. Laupheim 1919. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

RIESER, Amalie,  
9 Steiner Strasse  

 

Translated by: Richard Oppenheimer   

DR. Antje KOHLER SCHMIDT  

 
 Hirsch Rieser, born March 25, 1819 in Laupheim, died  October 

 28, 1898 in Laupheim, married to Emilie, née  Steiner, born May 7, 

 1827, died September 14, 1905 in Laupheim.  
 

 - Henry Rieser, born 1849 in Laupheim, 1866 emigrated to 
 America  

 
 - Simon Rieser, born May 1851 in Laupheim, died  December 23, 

 1921 in Ludwigsburg  
 

 - Ida Rieser, born March 3, 1853 in Laupheim, died November  25, 
 1923 in Laupheim married Max Haymann, born February 5, 1850, 

 died November 30,1908 in Laupheim  
 

 - Hermann Haymann, born 1879  
 

 - Ludwig Haymann, born 1880 died March 26, 1943 in Sobibor 

  
 - Berta Haymann, born October 28, 1882 in Laupheim, died 

 November 24,1918 in Hamburg, married Friedrich Adler, born April 
 29,1878 in Laupheim, deported to  Auschwitz concentration camp, 

 murdered  
 

 - Louis Rieser, born 1854  

 
 - Jeanette Rieser, born January 30, 1857 in Laupheim, died June 

 10, 1928 in Laupheim  
  

 - Amalie Rieser, born November 14, 1863 in Laupheim, died 

 February 13, 1940 in Laupheim  
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It is striking that Amalie Rieser is not only at 
the end of her family tree, but also the only 

member of her family to die time after 1933 
in Laupheim. Facts about her life are scarce 

because of the extremely poor source 
material.  

The obituary and acknowledgement from the 
"Laupheim Verkündiger" dated June 11, and 

June 20, 1928 on the occasion of the death of 
her sister Jeanette Rieser are the only 

evidence of Amalie Rieser, which have been found.  

The two sisters lived together in their parents' home at 9 Fabrik Street. 
How they earned their livelihood is unknown. After the death of her sister, 

Amalie Rieser lived in the same home until her own death on  February 
13, 1940. However, Amalie died in the district hospital of Laupheim, which 

suggests that she must have been very ill because it was unusual for a 

Jew to be admitted to a hospital by 1940. Jeanette and Amalie Rieser 
were both unmarried and they probably had a very close relationship, 

which ultimately resulted in their final resting place, in the grave S 25/7 at 
the Jewish cemetery, beside their sister’s Ida Haymann’s grave .  
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The two grave stones were designed by Laupheim Art Nouveau artist 

Friedrich Adler, who was married to the niece of Amelia Rieser, Berta 
Haymann, the daughter of the lead singer and teacher at the Jewish 

elementary school in Laupheim, Max Haymann, and his wife Ida. On May 
21, 1907 Friedrich Adler and Berta Haymann had married. However, both 

left Laupheim, as the young husband had been hired by the School of 

Applied Arts in Hamburg in that year. But the connection to Laupheim was 
never severed. Every year they visited their parents and relatives, but 

there was also a professional relationship between Friedrich Adler and 
Laupheim cabinet maker Reichsteiner, who implemented many of his 

designs for furniture. The marriage of Berta and Friedrich Adler yielded 
five children, three sons and two daughters. Two days after the birth of 

the youngest daughter Berta (Rina Lior), on  November 24, 1918 Berta 
Adler died at the age of only 36 years of the Spanish flu.  

 

Friedrich and Bertha Adler  

(Ernst Schäll: Friedrich Adler, life and work of Bad Buchau 2004.) 
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It can be seen in the photograph of the grave stones, that Bertha Adler is 
buried in her hometown of Laupheim at the Jewish cemetery. Her 

husband, Friedrich Adler designed the grave stone. Five years later, the 
name of his mother-in-law, Ida Haymann, was added, after her death.  

Today, two metal plates are at the foot of the grave stone with the 

inscription Friedrich Adler 1878-1942 and Adler Herman 1908-1982. In 

the latter, it is the oldest son of Frederick and Bertha Adler. The Art 
Nouveau artist was unable to get his own gravestone, since he had been 

deported on July 11, 1942 from Hamburg to Auschwitz and murdered in 
the gas chambers. His date of death is unknown.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources, literature and photo credits:   

Hüttemeister, Nathanja: The Jewish cemetery Laupheim.1998. Schäll, 

Ernst Friedrich Adler's life and work. Bad Buchau 2004.  

Friedrich Adler zwischen Jugendstil und Art Deco. Hrsg. u. Red.: Brigitte 

Leonhard, Norbert Friedrich Adler  

Götz and Dieter Zühlshoff. Stuttgart 1994. Municipal Archives Laupheim 
FL 9811-9899 I a 

Address and business manual for the official city and county councils 
Laupheim 1925. P.12. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

RIESER, Babette,  
29 Radstrasse 

  

Translation by: Richard Oppenheimer 

  

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

 

 Heinrich Baruch Rieser, born February 27, 1856 in Laupheim, 

 died December 19, 1932 in Laupheim, married to Babette Rieser, 
 née Gump, born October 7, 1860 in Krumbach, died May 15, 1941 in 

 Laupheim  

 - Hermine Rieser, born July 2, 1884 in Laupheim, died July 3, 

 1884 in Laupheim  

 - Clothilde Levy nee Rieser, born Feb 2, 1887 in Laupheim, 
 deported on August 23, 1944 to Theresienstadt and then to 

 Auschwitz on October 28, 1944, where she was murdered, married 
 to Julius Levy, born May 29, 1877  in Buttenhausen, deported 

 August 23, 1944 to Theresienstadt and then to Auschwitz on 
 October 28, 1944, where he was murdered.  

 - Margaret Levy, born September 30, 1913 in Buttenhausen, 
 emigrated on January 24, 1938 to New York, USA.  

 - Hedwig Meinstein, nèe Rieser, born July 10, 1890, deported to 

 Riga on November  28, 1941, killed February 28, 1942, married 
 Hermann Meinstein  on July 19, 1882 in Fuerth, deported on 

 November 28, 1941 to Riga, murdered on February 28, 1942. 

 - Elsa Ruth Rieser, born January 30, 1892 in Laupheim, deported 

 on August 23, 1942 to Theresienstadt, died April 8, 1984 in Munich. 
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When the reader focuses on the members of family, and his attention  
turns finally to Elsa Ruth Rieser, he  will discover that she is one of two 

Laupheim residents that survived the Shoah.  

The fact is that, no one else survived from the four Laupheim deportations 
that occurred between 1941 and 1942, to Riga, Izbica (near Lublin), 

Auschwitz and Theresienstadt. Only these two young Jewish women who 

were born in Laupheim survived the terrible deportations from other 
places in Southern Germany and the concentration camps. They are Recha 

Schmal and Elsa Ruth Rieser, whose lives can be portrayed in greater 
detail  due to the rich array of sources. Information about their relatives is 

sparse. 

The Rieser families in this commemorative book, just like as the Einstein 
families, are, in various degrees  related to each other. They date back to 

Emanuel Hirsch Rieser (1757-1818) and his wife Miriam, nee Thannhauser 
(1745-1839). Heinrich Baruch Rieser, was born February 27, 1856 in 

Laupheim, the son of Raphael Hirsch Rieser (1819-1896) and Bertha, nee 

Hofheimer (1826-1908) and belonged to the fourth generation of Riesers 
in Laupheim. He grew up here and became a merchant. On February 26, 

1883 he married Babette Gump, who was born on October 7, 1860 in 
Krumbach. The couple lived in the husband’s home at 29 Rad Street . 

Attached to the house were a barn, cattle stall, and 3 acres of land. 
Heinrich and Babette Rieser had four children. The first-born daughter 

Hermine died in 1884 the day after her birth. Clothilde, was born on 
February 2, 1887, Hedwig, born on July 10, 1890, and Elsa Ruth, born on 

January 30, 1892, all grew up in Laupheim and attended the Jewish 
elementary school, which was also on Rad Street.     

From this period there are photographs showing the girls. Clothilde is in 
the photo, taken around 1895, of the Jewish elementary school with the 

teacher Adolf Gideon, and was taken around 1895. In the third row, 
second from the right, between Bertl Einstein and Berta Adler. Elsa Ruth 

Rieser is pictured in the second row from the topat the far right in a 
photograph of the image the same school. Interestingly, the name Rosa 

Ruth Rieser appeared in the list of names. The reason for this is not 
known. However,  is not mentioned. We can conclude today, that this is 

because, Elsa had a two year younger cousin of the same name, who is 
also shown in the photo. She was the daughter of her uncle Max Rieser 

and his wife Milli. It is possible that, Rosa was a nickname of Elsa Ruth 
Rieser, in order to distinguish the cousins apart. The photographs dates 

from 1904 alternatively 1905 and depicts the Jewish students with their 
teacher Haymann. A photograph of Hedwig during this time could not be 

located. 
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Clothilde Rieser between Bertl Einstein and Berta Adler in a school 
photo taken 1895. 

 

Elsa Ruth Rieser (middle) in a school photo of the same school ca. 1904.  
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The further education and vocational training of the three sisters is 
uncertain, but it may probably be assumed that they attended visited the 

secondary school and then pursued  separate other paths. The two older 
sisters married but Elsa Ruth Rieser decided to become a nurse. 

  

Clothilde and Julius Levy 

Clothilde Rieser married Julius Levy from Buttenhausen at the age of 23 
on March 14, 1910 in Laupheim. Contrary to the usual custom for the 

young wife to take residence at the home of the husband, these newly 
weds took up residence in the home of the bride at 29 Rad Street in 

Laupheim. Julius Levy was a cattle dealer and carried out his business 
from there. On September 30, 1913, in Buttenhausen, Clothilde gave birth 

to her daughter Margaret Levy. Unfortunately, she is not found on any of 
the known school photos. Later on, Margaret became a stenographer. She 

was the only member of the Reiser family who managed to emigrate. On 
January 24, 1938 she left for New York, USA, where she later married a 

man from the very well known Heumann family from Laupheim. 

Thanks to the discovery of passport photographs in the State Archives of 

Sigmaringen, these photographs of Julius and Clothilde Levy can be 
printed today for the reader to contemplate. 

     

         Clothilde Levy née Rieser. Julius Levy.   

These passports were required in order to send their daughter in America 
a monthly allowance of 10 Reichsmarks. This points out the difficult 
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situation of the newly-arrived Jewish immigrants in the United States, but 
also the generous and caring support of the parents for their daughter. 

Due to the severe restrictions imposed on Jewish business people by the 
Nazis, and the permanent anti-Jewish propaganda , as well as the and 

intimidation of the Christian customers, the Reisners's business profits had 
declined steadily since 1933. By 1938 the cattle trade association of 

Stuttgart, which was controlled by the Nazis, revoked the migrant 
business license of Julius Levy.  Ultimately this meant a ban from his 

occupation as cattle dealer who mainly traded locally with the farmers.  It 
remains unknown how the family was able to support themselves. It may 

only be said with some cetainty that their fate continued to worsen. In 

addition assaults throughout Germany on life, health and freedom of the 
German Jews and their property, reached a new dimension with the 

reprisals against them which took place on Kristallnacht (Night of Broken 
Glass) on November 9, 1938. Julius Levy avoided being placed in so-called 

protective custody on this night in Laupheim. However, on the anniversary 
of this terrible event, November 9, 1939, Julius Levy, his brother-in-law 

Herman Meinstein, and eleven other Jewish men in Laupheim were sent to 
prison on by the order of the district court in Laupheim. Under the orders 

of the Nazis, Julius and Clothilde Levy were removed from their Rad Steet 
home, and sent to the barracks on the edge of town near the Wendelin 

gravel pit.  Why and under what circumstances remains unclear, why the 
family was sent to Tigerfeld in the district of Muensingen on April 2, 1942  

remains totally unclear. Their further destiny is however certain.   They 
were then deported on August 23, 1942 with the transport XIII / 1 to the 

Theresienstadt concentration camp, and then they were sent to Auschwitz 

on October 28, 1944 where they were murdered.                                   
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Heinrich Baruch and Babette Rieser 

The father of the family died on 
December 19, 1932 in Laupheim 

and was buried in the Jewish 
cemetery. In the book "The 

Jewish cemetery Laupheim" on 
page 507 it is said of him: "The 

merchant was the oldest member 
of the board of the Talmud Torah 

Association, to which he had 
belonged for 25 years" This club 

was founded in 1794, its their 
task was the dissemination of 

Jewish religious knowledge among 

the community members, 
especially the youth. In addition, 

it assumed responsibility for the 
careing of the poor and the 

nursing of the sick, and 
performance of the usual customs 

and prayers for the dead. The 
long-standing commitment of 

Heinrich Rieser in the Talmud 
Torah Association suggests that 

the Jewish faith and social work 
action were particularly important 

to him. 

After the death of her husband, 

Babette Rieser remained living 
with her daughter Clothilde, 

son-in-law Julius Levi and also 
granddaughter Margaret in the 

29 Kapellen Street home. 
Nothing else about her life in 

Laupheim itself has been 
discovered. Her life is likely to 

have been limited to the 
welfare of her family, the 

Jewish community and 

immediate Christian 
neighborhood. For some time 

during 1939 and 1941, Babette 
Rieser lived in the Jewish old people's home, which was established in the 

former rabbinate. It is not known why she periodically stayed there. 
Perhaps the house at 29 Kapellen Street became too crowded after 

Hedwig and Hermann Meinstein moved in. In any case, it is thanks to her 
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stay there, that we have two photos  of her. In the photo on the left, Rosa 
Einstein is shown with Babette Rieser at about age 80 behind her. In the 

better-known photo above of the Jewish old people's home, which was 
housed in the Laupheim rabbinate, Babette is seated on the right side of 

the festively decorated coffee table. On May 15, 1941 Babette Rieser died 
in Laupheim, and, like her husband, she is buried in the local Jewish 

cemetery.  

Hedwig and Hermann Rieser 

Hedwig Rieser was the middle child of the three daughters, born on July 

10, 1890 and on October 31, 1919 married Hermann Meinstein born on 
February 19, 1882 in Zirndorf, District of Fuerth in Bavaria. 

As was the custom at the time, she left her home and followed her 

husband. Nothing is known about her life after marriage until 1938. Their 
marriage remained childless. On December 7, 1938 Hedwig and Hermann 

Meinstein moved in with her mother, sister and brother-in-law at  29 Rad 
Street  in Laupheim. In October 1941 they were forcibly resettled with 

Clothilde and Julius Levi to the Wendelin Sand and Gravel pit outside the 
city. The couple were among the first to be deported from Laupheim, with 

1011 other Jewish Wuerttembergers , to Riga in the East, on 28 

November 1941, via the Stuttgart Killesberg mountains, to the East. On 
December 20, 1949, the District Court of Laupheim recorded their date of 

death as March 26, 1942. Hedwig and Hermann Meinstein were probably 
killed in one of the numerous mass shootings in the months after arrival in 

Riga on 3 December 1941. 

 

Elsa Ruth Rieser 

Unlike her two older sisters, Elsa remained unmarried. After high school, 

she trained as a nurse. As early as 1912 she had joined the Red Cross 
Aides for "The Volunteer Medical Team of the Red Cross" in Laupheim, 

where she was engaged in  emergency services and first aid, and also in 
provided preventive health care. In the case of war it was necessary to 

care for the wounded and injured, as decreed by the "Geneva 
Conventions" of 1864. The religious affiliation of the Red Cross members 

took second place, as is shown  in the photo opposite. The picture was 
taken in 1914, in front of the seat of the Senior District 

Administration,  showing 15 participants after they completed a medical 
course. Elsa is the only Jewish woman in the photo. 
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First row left to right: Gerhardt, Rieser, Ganser, Bammert – Second row:  
Trefz, Esslinger, Kinzelbach, Ruth Steiner, Schabel, Schick, König. –Men: 

 J. Schick  Group Doctor, Dr.Bullinger in Medical Officer’s Uniform, A. 
Herzog. 

Elsa applied to the Jewish nurses’ home on Dillman Street in Stuttgart, as 
a professional nurse, and passed the state exam. Especially noteworthy is 

that she is the only female listed in the directory by Jonas Weil’s 
"directory of the war veterans of the Israelite community," assembled by 

Jonas Weil, because during the First World War, on August 15, 1914, she 
had was originally enlisted as a Red Cross nurse’s aide in the Laupheim 

Hospital as a nurse's aide from the Red Cross.  

During the war she worked in battle field hospitals in Calimanesti in, in 

Romania and also in Morlanwelz in Belgium, as a Red Cross nurse’s aide 
Elsa was not only appointed Jewish Professional Nurse, but was also 

awarded  the Wuerttemberg Charlotte Cross and the Prussian Red Cross 
Medal. On 28 November 1918, she was dismissed to the Jewish nurses’ 

home in Stuttgart. Until 1933 she had been employed as a nurse for both 
Christian and Jewish patients, but afterwards only for patients of her own 

denomination.  

On 28 November 1918, she was dismissed from the Jewish sister home in 

Stuttgart. Until 1933 she had been employed as a nurse by both Christian 
and Jewish patients, but afterwards only for patients of her own 

denomination.  
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Elsa Ruth Rieser described the period from 1933, in an impressive report 
of her experiences  on July 12, 1961, at the request of Dr. Maria Zelzer, 

on behalf of the City of Stuttgart, for the commemorative book "Path and 
Destiny of the Stuttgart Jews",  

"Kristallnacht brought us a great change. Many people sought shelter. The 

next morning we were ordered to leave our house at Dillman Street. From 

then on we  were all continuous harassment as regards food , while eating 
and living Our new home was a collective accommodation with many 

others. In 1941, we were given only 12 hours’ notice  to evacuate this 
home, together with many old people and their nurses, for the use of the 

Hitler Youth. We were sent to a nursing home, and then finally to a 
collective accommodation in Dellmensingen  

Of course the food was became scarce and the treatment accordingly bad. 

We could not leave without the permission of the local mayor.  

On August 22, 1942 we arrived at the transit camp Killesberg / Stuttgart, 

from where 1200 people were deported to Theresienstadt. Healthy and 
sick people died during the journey. We were cooped up in cattle wagons, 

on the floor was a little straw, and of course there were no meals.  We 
were told we were being sent to another retirement home. We were 

greatly disappointed  when we arrived in Theresienstadt, and found 
ourselves in  the attic of a barracks. There were thousands of people 

already on the stone floor without any padding, the only bedclothes 
allowed were a pillow and a blanket. There were no windows and only a 

skylight.  

So many people died from typhoid fever and dysentery, because of the 

little food received and the many other hardships. We were forced to carry 
water needed for cleaning in small pails, up four flights of steps from the 

court yard. Often the fountain was turned off. So we were forced to use 
chlorine for cleaning. 

Every day transports went to the East. They arrived incessantly from 

Austria, Czechoslovakia, Holland, Poland and Germany. As soon as 

prisoners left Theresienstadt, new ones replaced them. 

The people who were not too sick and too weak, had to work, partly in 
factories and plants for the military, or were employed in other types of 

work. There was never a day off, neither Sundays nor holidays.  

In 1944 I got a blister while working on a broken furnace. My fingers were 

cut with a pair of unsterile scissors, which immediately caused blood 
poisoning. My body was completely malnourished and I weighed 70 

pounds. The finger had to be amputated. The poisoning continued to 
spread to my arm and it could not be saved despite 18 operations. I lost 

my arm in February 1944 and could not get up for months. I was used for 
medical experiments for the military. My greatest sorrow was no longer 

being able to perform my job as a nurse. In spite of this, I was able to 
perform night rounds and some other work in the camp. "(City Archives 

Stuttgart SO 172, MR)  



 

 

576 
 

From today's perspective it is hard to see how Elsa Ruth Rieser could 
survive these inhumane living conditions .Her character may have been 

marked by a profound will to live and an unbroken confidence, in order to 
withstand the hardships imposed by the Nazi regime. The nurse Resi 

Weglein from Ulm writes in her memoirs "As a nurse in Theresienstadt 
concentration camp": "Ruth Rieser, professional nurse from Stuttgart, who 

lost her left arm due to an accident at work, avoided two transports to the 
east by the last camp commandant Rham, by volunteering for 

experimental medical purposes "(p.44).In this context it is definitely not a 
question of volunteering, since Elsa desperately tried to escape the 

transports to the extermination camps of Auschwitz or Treblinka in the 

East and so, murder. Finally, she was one of the few inmates of the 
Theresienstadt concentration camp that survived and was liberated on 9 

May 1945 by the Red Army.  The German Reich deported approximately 
42,124 Jews to the Theresienstadt concentration camp between 1942 and 

1945 on 329 transports from 19 areas. The percentage of  all deaths of 
Terezín prisoners, i.e. death in Theresienstadt and death after further 

deportation, was approximately 86 percent. 

As for all the survivors of the concentration camps after their liberation, 
they faced the question of where they now should go. They were still in 

the land of their perpetrators, those that had imposed upon them long 

years of suffering and murdered their relatives. Elsa’s two sisters and their 
husbands had been murdered in their home country Germany. At first, 

Elsa Ruth Rieser probably remained for the next few weeks in 
Theresienstadt. This seemed the obvious thing to do from the point of 

view of finding food and shelter in the turmoil of the first post-war weeks. 
The nurse from Ulm, Resi Weglein, described this vividly in her memoirs 

on page 97: "Life went on without much change, except that we had 
enough to eat every day. However we weren’t able to  finish the allotted 

food of 500 grams. Our stomachs could no longer process so much food. 
Every fourth day we would give away a whole loaf of bread, and still had 

enough for ourselves. There were daily meals of barley for lunch and 
dinner, and once a week, 500 grams of potatoes and meat broth. "In 1945 

tuberculosis and typhoid fever were highly prevalent and spread rapidly 
among the weakened ex-inmates of the concentration camps. Only 

through determined hygiene measures, quarantine, care and nutrition, 

could epidemics be brought under control in Theresienstadt, but this also 
led to a delayed homecoming. On 19 June 1945 three buses from 

Stuttgart arrived in Theresienstadt to pick up all the Jews from 
Wuerttemberg. 120 returned to Stuttgart, among them was Elsa Ruth 

Rieser. Since none of her relatives from Laupheim survived, she remained 
for her next four years in DP camps, located in the former sanatorium Katz, 

in Stuttgart-Degernloch. There she worked in the kitchen and house The 
abbreviation D.P. stands for Displaced Persons, that is, people who were not 

originally from this place, which was literally true for all concentration camp 
inmates and forced laborers of any origin. The DP camps had been set up for 

them by the French and American occupiers to provide them with a 
temporary residence until they could return to their homes or find individual 
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solutions such as emigration to Palestine with the support of various 
organizations or to already emigrated relatives all over the world. In Ulm 

there had been a large DP camp.  

In October 1945, Elsa Ruth Rieser, who now called herself Rosa Ruth Rieser,  
attempted, from Stuttgart, to obtain the return of her parents' house,  29 

Radstrasse, in Laupheim. With the deportation out of the German Reich of 

Clothilde and Julius Levi, Hedwig and Hermann Meinstein and Elsa Ruth 
Rieser the house had been confiscated, for the benefit of the German Reich, 

on order of the Stuttgart headquarters of the Secret Police (Gestapo) on 24. 
November, 1941 and on 21. August, 1942 . In 1950 the  Chamber for 

Restitution Claims at the District Court of Ravensburg decided in a judgment 
that Elsa, now Ruth Rieser, was to have her parents' house returned to her. 

For various reasons there was certainly no question of her returning to 
Laupheim at this time.  So the house was sold to the cattle dealer Albert 

Held in 1951. In addition, on 29 March 1946, she contacted  the mayor of 
Laupheim with the following request: "I would be grateful if you could send 

me the current payments of rent , because I need them." With this purpose, 
the municipal legal adviser informed the competent  tax office in Biberach, 

but its reply is not recorded. The transfer of the rental income to the rightful 
heiress of the house is to be assumed. 

At the request of then Mayor of Laupheim Heynek on 24 October 1946  
Elsa Ruth Rieser hand wrote an initial list of names of those who were 

sent to various concentration camps. She named 65 people, only - Resi 
Weglein - had survived, so 64 were victims - a number that sadly had to 

be revised upwards significantly. 81 people were deported from Laupheim, 
68 were citizens of Laupheim and 13 citizens of Heggbach. If one would 

include close relatives of our former Laupheim Jews, the number would 
grow much higher. 
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The List of Laupheim Jews, who had perished in the concentration camps,  
which was prepared by Elsa Ruth Rieser in 1946, had to be later 

corrected, unfortunately by adding more names. 
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Elsa Ruth Rieser decided in the spring of 1950 to go to the Jewish old 
people's home in Munich. She lived in the Saul Eisenheim retirement 
home from the April 4, 1950, for 34 years. Again and again she tried 

various treatments to improve her health. She encountered many 
bureaucratic hurdles and very hurtful remarks, as late as 1961. "To all 

that I've been through, I of course do not like to think back. Only my 

physical condition forces me every day to remember what had happened. 
When I applied, three years ago, for compensation from the State Office, 

for rehabilitation treatments because of my poor general condition, I had 
to listen from the examining doctor that I did not warrant any 

rehabilitation therapy. He suggested that I should rather let my stump 
shrivel up, in spite of my poor health, and that only then would I feel 

better. When I again attempted approval therapy, I was denied with the 
same reason from the same doctor. The rehabilitation was ultimately 

granted, yet to listen to her life story, and  then hear that rehabilitation 
was denied, was very painful for her. She took this very personally. Her 

health finally stabilized, and she enjoyed living in the retirement home in 
Munich for a long life.  

She was designated by 
Ruth Steinführer , 

head of the Social 
Department of the 

Jewish community of 
Munich, as a "very 

gracious and helpful 
lady who enjoyed 

great popularity in the 
nursing home". Elsa 

Ruth Rieser died there 
on April 8, 1984 at the 

age of 92 years. 

 

Elsa Ruth Rieser. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

RIESER, Jette, Marie, 

Lina and Adolf,  

22 Kapellenstrasse 

 

Translated by: Peter Ritz 

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

  
 [Leopold Rieser, born July 1, 1827 in Laupheim, died February 2, 

 1900 in Laupheim, married to Fanny, neé Löwenthal, born 

 February 8, 1844 in Laupheim, died October 14, 1927 in Laupheim.] 
 

 – Jette Rieser, married Gottschalk-Sternberg, born February 5, 
 1861 in Laupheim. [Emil-Emanuel Rieser, born November 15, 1862 

 in Laupheim, died July 9, 1907 in Godesberg] 
 

 – Marie Rieser, born March 24, 1862 in Laupheim, died  October 7, 
 1934 in Laupheim. 

 
 – Lina Rieser, married Kaufmann, born October 3, 1870 in 

 Laupheim. Emigrated February 23, 1940 to the USA, died  March 3, 
 1955 in New York [Isaak Kaufmann, Frankfurt] 

 
 [Fritz Kaufammn, born May 19, 1896 in Laupheim, died in 

 action July 3, 1915 in Galizien] 

 
 – Adolf Rieser, born January 20, 1873 in Laupheim, died 

 November 16, 1934 in Laupheim. 
  

 [Anna Rieser, married Schöpflich, born March 15, 1880 in  Laupheim, 
 died 1950 in Philadelphia, USA, Eduard  Schöpflich, born July 8, 

 1873 in Munich, died August 14, 1933 in Munich] 
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 The advertisement in the “Laupheimer Verkündiger” in 1886 is the oldest 
evidence for this branch of the family tree and states (from our present 
day view rather humorously) the establishment of a trading house with 

“genuine medical natural wines for sick people, people suffering from 
stomach diseases and convalescents in the form of French red wines...”. 

Whether the setting up of a trading house was a success could never be 

traced like many other aspects. The sources are scarce and show only in 
fragments the lives of the individual family members. 

  

The couple Leopold and Fanny Rieser, born Löwenthal, had eleven 
children altogether, four of which lived permanently or tempoarily in 

Laupheim after 1933. Adolf Rieser and his widowed sister Lina Kaufmann 
were residents in the parental home in Kapellenstraße 22 according to the 

“Adreß- and Geschäfts-Handbuch für die Oberamtsstadt und die 
Bezirksgemeinde Laupheim” published in 1925. It has to be assumed that 

their sister Marie Rieser living as a single was also a resident there. 

Nothing could be found out about her. 
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Jette Gottschalk-Sternberg 

The oldest sister Jette had moved from Wuppertal-Barmen to Laupheim 
on April 25, 1885, however possibly not for good. She had married the 

tradesman Gottschalk-Sternberg in Laupheim and left her home town with 
him. The removal stated by the National Socialists may only have been a 

long-stay visit to her brothers and sisters as her traces could not he 
followed. The “Gedenkbuch jüdischer Opfer der nationalsozialistischen 

Gewaltherrschaft in Deutschland (The Memorial Book of the Jewish Victims 
of Nazi Despotism in Germany)“ hints at her death in KZ Theresienstadt. 

She does not belong to the group of Jews deported from Laupheim. 

  

Lina Kaufmann 

Lina, born Reiser, had married Isaak 

Kaufmann of Frankfurt on August 19, in 
1895 in Laupheim. After the death of ther 

husband she returned to her parental 
home in Laupheim. Her son Fritz can be 

seen on the photo of her schoolmate Julie 
Steiner, later married Bergmann, on the 

first day in school in 1903. Because of his 

age he also might have been enrolled at 
primary school. Like all the other children 

he has a brezel in his hand and is dressed 
in a festive looking sailors suit that stood 

for the enthusiasm of the Germans for the 
naval plans of the German Kaiser Wilhelm 

II. which was very popular then.  

The 

European arms race that followed finally 
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ended in the  First World War. Fritz at the age of 18 volunteered as a 
soldier on August 10, 1914 and died in action in the first year of the war 

on July 3, 1915 in Galizien. 
  

His mother Lina Kaufmann was active as secretary for years and later as 
chairwoman in the “Israelitischen Frauenverein Laupheim (Jewish 

Women’s Club)” which is documented in numerous newspaper articles of 
the “Laupheimer Verkündiger” (the local newspaper). This Jewish 

Women’s Club had 98 members in 1933 and was engaged in the 
interconfessional welfare activies, supplied scholarships for professional 

training from the Fanny Steiner Fund, ran sewing rooms and organised 

lectures as for example in 1928 by Mrs Dr. Rosengart on the “German 
Women’s Movement”, Mrs Dr. Weil on “Dostojewski” and the “Cultural 

Work in Palestine”. Mrs Blumenthal on “We Women and Alcohol”. Besides 
the fostering of Jewish festivals that should be passed on to the youth was 

also an interest of the Jewish Women’s Club. In 1931 they had a Seder 
evening, a Chanukka celebration, a Sukkoh was erected and so on. Lina 

Kaufmann continued her activities for the Jewish community in the time of 
the Nazi rule and she took over the management of the Jewish Old 

Peoples Home at Judenberg 2. She managed to emigrate to New York USA 
on February 23, 1940 possibly with the help of her husband’s relatives. In 

an advertisement in the “Aufbau”, the newspaper of the Jewish emigrants 
in New York of August 6, 1948 that advertises the death of Rosa 

Kaufmann, signed by her sister Else Zivy, born Kaufmann and her 
husband Eugen as well as their sister-in-law Lina Kaufmann. Until her 

death on March 3, 1955 Lina Kaufmann lived in New York City. 

   

Adolf Rieser 

18 women, 8 men and 6 boys are shown in the photograph of a skating 

group on the icy surface of the castle pond in Laupheim in the year 1895. 
The names of only two of them are known: the former teacher at the 

Jewish elementary school, Adolf Gideon (1869 to 1909, the second adult 
to the right) and Adolf Rieser with a walking stick in the centre. Compared 

to the other women and men it is clear that the latter was a relatively 

small and fragile gentleman. There is not much known about him either. 
As a bachelor he remained without an offspring and in the “Adreß- and 

Geschäfts-Handbuch für die Oberamtsstadt und die Bezirksgemeinde 
Laupheim” of the year 1925 his profession was stated as „tradesman“. 

Adolf Rieser was a sociable man as he was a member of the 
„Schützengemeinschaft (rifle club)“ of 1907 and documented on the 

wellknown photo. Besides he was befriended with numerous Jewish men 
as the photo on the following page is proof of. 
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Adolf Rieser, Schützenfoto of 1907 (marksman photo) 

<Alt-Laupheimer Bilderbogen, page 30 1986> 

  

Photo top right: Skating group on the castle pool, 1895 

Adolf Reiser in the foreground, third from the left with walking stick 
<Alt-Laupheimer Bilderbogen, page 272, 1988> 
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Sitted from the left: Jonas Weil,Adolf Rieser and Theodor Bergmann 

Standing: left person unknown, Ludwig Stern 
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Anna and Eduard Schöpflich 

Their youngest sister Anna Schöpflich born Rieser is worth mentioning in 

the context of the Rieser family that lived in Laupheim. Anna had married 
one of the most renowned goldsmiths of the Bavarian capital and royal 

seat. She had three children with him. Eduard Schöpflich ran a crafts 
workshop for contemporary jewellery at Maximilianplatz 1, later at 

Perusastraße 2. In 1918 the couple bought a house in Grünwald, as a 
summer residence until 1920 and later after relinquishing the town house 

became their main home. In 1929 Eduard Schöpflich gave up his business 

as a jeweller and goldsmith for health reasons. In the summer of 1933 he 
fell seriously ill and died in August of the same year. His widow Anna 

Schöpflich emigrated with her daughter Cäcilia to the USA in November 
1939. She spent the last decade of her life in Philadelphia where her 

oldest daughter Lina Gabriele lived with her husband, the Professor of 
Linguistics Henry M. Hoenigswald who also originated from Munich. She 

died there in 1950- 

Restitution 

The building in 22 Kapellenstraße  (according to the land register of the 
year 1906 belonging to Fanny Rieser, born Löwenthal or her heirs) was 

subject-matter of the restitution. The restitution was carried out basically 

and systematically for all Jewish sales between 1933 and 1945 in the 
French occupated zone. It also pertained to cases in which the Jewish 

property had fallen to the Deutsche Reich as was the case for the house of 
the heirs of the Riesers in Kapellenstraße 22.The “Branche Francaise de la 

Jewish Trust corporation for Germany (the successor organisation for the 
restitution of abandoned Jewish property recognised by the High 

Commissioner of the French Republic)”claimed the right to the house in 
Kapellenstraße 22 in 1953/54. The house was administered by Paula 

Laupheimer instructed by Konsulent Dr. Moos Ulm as representative of the 
heiress and rightful owner Lina Kaufmann. There are two apartments in 

the house which were rented out. The final outcome of the restitution has 
not been documented. 

Quellen: 

Archiv John Bergmann. Archiv Ernst Schäll. 

Biografisches Gedenkbuch der Münchner Juden. Band 2. Hrsg. v. 

Stadtarchiv München. München 2007. Braun, Josef: Altlaupheimer 
Bilderbogen. Band 1 u. 2, Laupheim 1986 und 1988. 

Laupheimer Verkündiger 1928 bis 1933. Staatsarchiv Sigmaringen Wü 

126/2 FA BC 35. 
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 The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

RIESER, Max  
Cattle trader, 35 Radstrasse 

  

Translated by: Richard Oppenheimer 

  

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT 

 

 Max Rieser, born February 27, 1864 in Laupheim, died February 8, 
 1941 in Laupheim married to Milli, nee Oettinger, born December 

 11, 1868 in Fischbach, died March 29, 1934 in Munich  
 

 - Hermine Rieser, born April 1,1892 in Laupheim  
 

 - Elsa Rieser, born September 28, 1894 in Laupheim married to  
 Ignaz Theilheimer, born March 10, 1891 in Gunzenhausen, 

 emigrated to the USA, died April 10, 1946 in New York. 
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With Max Rieser we complete the picture of the Rieser family. He was 
eight years younger than his brother Henry Rieser, who has been 

discussed in the prior article. There was little to be told about Henry 
Rieser, as there is limited documentation about his life. This is also the 

case with his brother Max Rieser. He was born on February 27, 1864 in 
Laupheim and was married to Milli Oettinger, on July 7, 1891 in Neu Ulm. 

She was born on February 11, 1868 in Fischbach. Their daughters 
Hermine and Elsa were born in 1892 and 1894 in Laupheim. The family 

lived at 35 Rad Street, but nothing is known about the couple in the 
Jewish community. 

Recorded in compliance with the Nuremberg Laws, the name Max Rieser 
appears in the list as a member of two clubs, the Brotherhood Talmud 

Torah Association and the Central Association of Jews in Germany, which 
may ultimately demonstrate his commitment to the Jewish community. 

The two daughters, as their cousins, attended the Jewish elementary 
school. The younger can be found in the school photo ca 1904 with their 

teacher Haymann in which their cousin Elsa Ruth Rieser is shown. Elsa 
Rieser was married on June 7, 

1921 in Laupheim to Ignaz 
Theilheimer from Munich.  

He was born in Gunzenhausen 
in Bavaria. According to the 

"Memorial Book of the Munich 
Jews 1933-1945" we learn that 

he and probably his wife and 
children emigrated to the United 

States. He died in New York on 
April 10, 1946. Nothing is 

known about the fate of his wife 
or descendants. 

 

Elsa Rieser, in middle of second 
row. 

 

 

 

Milli Rieser died in Munich on 23 March 1934, while visiting her daughter’s 

family. No trace was found of the older daughter Hermine Rieser. Since it 
was not mentioned in any of the lists of the Jewish inhabitants of 

Laupheim of 1933, it can be assumed she had already left her hometown.  
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So the seventy-year-old Max Rieser must have lived alone at 35 Rad 
Street, Laupheim, from 1934. This is confirmed by the response to his 

request for continued employment of his longtime housemaid Paula Jans. 
In September 1935, the "Law for the Protection of German Blood and 

German Honor" was passed, where in paragraph 3 it is stated: "Jews may 
not employ in their households, female nationals of German or kindred 

blood under the age 45 years." A request for an exception was made to 
the Mayor of Laupheim, Ludwig Marxer - a fanatical anti-Semite, and a 

Nazi Party member since 1935. In his opinion, written to the Upper Office 
of Laupheim, which is reproduced below, he made defamatory remarks 

about the applicant Max Rieser. Ludwig Marxer could not have hardly 

known anything about Max Resier, because he only recently arrived from 
Saulgau and was in office only a short time. 

 

 

 

Max Rieser had always been in the cattle trading business and had an 

employee since 1933. A commercial permit was required for those in the 
cattle trade. The identity card photo of Max Rieser was found in the 

district of Biberach archive. At age 74, in 1938, he and Julius Levy, the 
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husband of his niece, Matilda Levy, had their trade permit revoked by the 
livestock industry association at Stuttgart. 

Quoted from a letter of the livestock industry association Württemberg to 

the District Administrator in Laupheim, dated  October 14, 1938, the 
application of the Commercial Code for the German Empire of  July 6 1938 

(Reich Law Gazette I, p 823): 

“It is still possible for Jews to operate a cattle business. However, he may 

only buy cattle within his local municipality. He may only sell cattle from 
outside his municipality if pre-purchased. Since these cases are extremely 

rare, the only way 
Jews may remain in 

this business is to 
hire Aryan employees 

with a legitimate 
permit. This would be 

impossible, because 

it would be in 
violation of (Reich 

Law Gazette I, p 
404), as an attempt 

of a Jewish business 
man to disguise his 

business.”  

This meant in effect 
the end for his 

business as a cattle 

dealer - as is very 
clear from the letter - 

which of course 
affected Max Rieser, 

Julius Levy, and all 
other Jewish cattle 

dealers and their 
relatives. The house 

at 35 Rad Street,was 
sold by Max Rieser in 

April 1937, to the 
parliamentary usher, 

Johann Schneider for 
RM 8300.  
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Max Rieser moved in November 1939 
to the Jewish old age home on 

Judenberg, where he, like all 
residents, lived under confined 

conditions. But living amongst others 
of his age and religion was comforting 

in these dismal years. In one of the 
known photos from the Jewish old age 

home, he is pictured seated to Maier 
Wertheimer and in front of Julius 

Einstein. Compared to the 

identification card photo, he was now 
much thinner and bald. He appeared 

to smile for the camera. On February 
8, 1941, Max Rieser died at the age of 

77 and was buried at the Jewish 
cemetery in Laupheim. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Sources, Literature and Photo Credits: 

Archivist Ernst Schäll. 

Hüttenmeister, Nathanja: Der Jüdische Friedhof Laupheim. Laupheim 199

8. Kreisarchiv Biberach Az 6104/1. 

Museum zur Geschichte von Christen und Juden im Schloss Großlaupheim. 

Stadtarchiv Laupheim F 9811-9899 I a. 

Standesamt Laupheim. Familienregister Band V. 

 

Weil, Jonas: Verzeichnis von Kriegsteilnehmern der israelitischen 
Gemeinde Laupheim. Laupheim 1919. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

ROSENBERGER, 

Samuel,  

Head teacher (retd.), 20 Radstrasse  

   

  

Translated by: Valentina Antoniadou, Lorena Barth, Milena Grün,  

Elena Martens, Denitsa Serafimova, Anja Tremmel 
Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez, 

Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  
Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung  
 
KARL NEIDLINGER 

 

 
Samuel Rosenberger, born April 24, 1861 in Oberdorf,  died  

November 11, 1939 in Stuttgart OO (married August 26, 1890) 
 

 Babette Rosenberger, née Bierig, born February 19, 1864 in  

Edelfingen, died March 20, 1942 in detention camp  Dellmensingen. 
 

 - Rosa, born September 17, 1891 in Thalheim, unmarried, 
 deported to Riga on December 1, 1941, where she was  

 murdered, 
 

 - Frieda, born March 30, 1893 in Thalheim, unmarried, murdered  
1942 (location unknown), 

 
 - Saly, born September 4, 1896 in Öhringen, unmarried, died June 

13, 1935 in Laupheim. 

 



 

 

595 
 

 
(Archive of Theo Miller) 

 

At the beginning of the school year 1909/1910, there was yet again a 
change of teachers at the Israelite elementary school on Radstraße 

depicted above. The young teacher Bernhard Sichel was transferred and 
replaced by 48-year-old Samuel Rosenberger. In autumn of 1909 he 

moved into the teacher’s apartment in the school building with his family 
of five. 

 
Since the number of students of the Jewish community was rapidly 

decreasing, the imposing school building, erected in 1868, had become far 
too big. For this reason, Latin and other secondary school classes were 

held there until the construction of the new building on Rabenstraße was 
completed in 1911/12. Subsequently, parts of the house were let to 

various tradesmen. Samuel Rosenberger and his family continued to live 
in the school building long after his retirement, which occurred 

presumably no later than 1925. The family only moved to Stuttgart in 

September 1938, where one year later the father passed away and was 
buried. 

 
At the end of the school year 1908/1909, before Samuel Rosenberger 

began working in Laupheim, the school only consisted of one class with 15 
students. Apparently, class photos like the one below were no longer 

taken after his employment, or at least none of them have been 
preserved. 
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Israelite school in Laupheim with teacher Bernhard Sichel, 1909. 

(Leo-Baeck-Institute, NY) 
Names of the students depicted, from left to right: 

Top row: Julie Nördlinger, Marie (Mina) Friedberger, Emmy Heumann, 
Recha Schmal. 

Middle: Hilda Einstein, Mina Lämmle, Fredel Nathan, Hermann Nördlinger, 
Gretel Gideon, Theodor Einstein, Poldele Friedberger. 

Sitting: Selma Wertheimer, Geddi Löwenthal, Hermine Wertheimer, 
Sophie Einstein. 

 
Numerous children from the Bergmann’s extended family completed their 

primary education with Mr Rosenberger as their teacher. Both Gretel and 
John H. Bergmann therefore characterize him in great detail in their 

memoirs – and both sources portray him in a negative way. Gretel 
Bergman was especially critical in her judgement, however, she did suffer 

considerably from the school system at the time, she was not afraid to 

speak her mind, and might have exaggerated a little. Gretel Bergmann’s 
memories of her time at the primary school in Laupheim: 

 
“I truly believe that the worst teachers were only sent to small towns and 

I can truthfully say that I only ever had two rather decent teachers in all 
my school years. 
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The Laupheim school system was unusual in many ways: For the first 
three years, Catholic, Protestant and Jewish children attended their own 

denominational schools. Afterwards some proceeded to secondary school, 
while the rest stayed together until eighth grade and then started working 

or took an apprenticeship. 
 

The Jewish school only consisted of one class; I hardly believe there were 
ever more than twenty students. It seems quite incredible to me that we 

learned anything at all in those first three years. (…) 
 

You do not need to be a supporter of Sigmund Freud to realize that 

something has to be wrong with a teacher who flies into a fit of rage 
whenever he hears the word ‘child’. As soon as boredom in class became 

unbearable, someone simply had to call out the hated word and the hunt 
began. The culprit ran through the room, the teacher, birch rod in hand, 

gave chase. Whenever the menacing hand came too close to the 
wrongdoer, someone else called out the provoking word from the other 

end of the classroom, causing the teacher to run after his new target like 
a raging bull until he was completely exhausted. 

 
Hygiene education was particularly memorable. Our teacher considered a 

daily tooth brushing a waste of time. He demonstrated his method of 
cleaning his teeth with his tongue, explaining how this was far more 

effective than brushing. However, as his neglected teeth were almost 
moss green, we did not feel tempted to adopt this timesaving technique. 

(…) Whenever this so-called educator wanted to erase something from the 

slates we used for writing instead of paper, he 
would simply spit on them. (…) The teacher also 

had the repulsive habit of cleaning his ears with our 
slate pencils. Every time he used mine for his ears, 

I would throw it on the ground with all my strength, 
even though I knew he would smack my palm with 

the rod he always had at hand. (…) 
 

The Jewish law has specific regulations concerning 
slaughter in order for the meat to be kosher. This 

was the shochet’s job, which in our case was 
performed by the teacher. It was common for 

someone to bring a chicken during class to have it 
slaughtered following the correct ritual. The teacher 

would then call out: ‘Who wants to hold the 

chicken?’ He considered this a special honor for the 
volunteers. The killing mercifully took place in the 

schoolyard and it was overwhelming to see him 
return with the bloody knife between his teeth, his 

clothes stained with blood.  
 

Rosa and Frieda Rosenberger. (Ernst Schäll Archive) 



 

 

598 
 

To supplement his undoubtedly meager income he kept chickens. They 
were all over the place, in the hall as well as on the lawn next to the 

school building, which served as our schoolyard. As they were pecking 
voraciously, they defecated where we were supposed to play during the 

breaks.” 
 

Gretel Bergmann’s cousin John H. Bergmann judges Rosenberger more 
leniently, but confirms his disgusting personal hygiene. Considering the 

teacher’s rural background, Bergmann sees him as inappropriate for a 
community of urban character such as Laupheim. 

 

“Rosenberger was often criticized for being an incompetent teacher, which 
was probably justified. The fact is that many of the students who 

graduated from his school were able to read and write Hebrew and were 
well versed in religious matters. (…) He had his daughters supervise his 

classes, when he had other religious duties to attend to. (…) Him 
returning to class with the shochet knife between his teeth and his 

excessive use of the rod might well have been objectionable. (…) 
However, as a result of his education or not, most of the Jewish children 

were among the best pupils when entering secondary school. It is difficult 
to say whether this was thanks to him or not.” 

 
Little is known about the Rosenberger family and their three children. 

Saly, the youngest of the three daughters, is mistakenly registered as a 
boy in the cemetery record (page 512, grave S 27/15). She passed away 

already in 1935 and was therefore buried in Laupheim. Saly attended a 

home economics school, where girls of all confessions met every Sunday 
afternoon. A photo of 1913 shows her in the front row, proudly presenting 

her self-made bag. 
 

Ernst Schäll’s archive has kept an unusual photograph of the two older 
sisters, Rosa and Frieda. All three of them remained unmarried, most 

likely because they belonged to the severely decimated generation of the 
First World War. 
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M. Wächter, Saly Rosenberger, Mina Friedberger. 

(Braun, “Altlaupheimer Bilderbogen”, p. 61) 
 

Rosa, the eldest, is reported to have been assigned for deportation from 
Stuttgart to Riga on December 1, 1941, where she was murdered on an 

unknown date. Many of her former acquaintances from Laupheim suffered 
the same fate. Frieda, the younger sister, also fell victim to the Shoah, 

however, the location and date of her death remain unknown. 
In March 1942, the 78-year-old mother Babette was taken away by those 

responsible for the genocide. She was deported to the Dellmensingen 
detention camp near her old hometown Laupheim. A merciful fate saved 

her from further deportation. She died only a few days after her arrival 

there and thus was at least granted a grave on the Jewish cemetery in 
Laupheim. However, it was only after the war that her grave was prepared 

and received a gravestone. 
 

Sources: 

Gretel Bergmann: „Ich war die große jüdische Hoffnung“. Erinnerungen 
einer außergewöhnlichen Sportlerin. Ed.: Haus der Geschichte Baden-

Württemberg, 2003, S. 43–45. 

John H. Bergmann: „Die Bergmanns aus Laupheim“. Eine Familienchronik. 

Ed. Karl Neidlinger, Laupheim, 2006, S. 66 f. 

Nathanja Hüttenmeister: „Der jüdische Friedhof Laupheim“, Laupheim 
1998, S. 512. John-Bergmann-Nachlass, Stadtarchiv Laupheim. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

EINSTEIN Hedwig and 

Irma, SAEBEL, Heinz 

Teacher, 54 Ulmer Strasse 

  

  

Translated by: Markus Ganser 

KARL NEIDLINGER 

 

 Hedwig Einstein, born 13, April 1879 in Laupheim, single,  

 murdered December 5, 1941 in Riga.  

 Irma Einstein, born March 11, 1888 in Laupheim, single, murdered 

 December 5, 1941 in Riga. 
 

 - Parents: Moritz (died 1890) and Pauline Einstein (died 1916). 

 – Siblings: Theodor, born 1873, emigrated to the USA, 

 Mathilde, born 1875, since 1906 married with Sigmund 

 Hohenemser, Haigerloch, emigrated to the USA. 

 



 

 

601 
 

„I went home … during my absence the 
Gestapo had performed a house search. 

A camera, several films, and the 
minutes from various local council 

meetings were missing, but the key 
with the capital “S” was still there. It 

was the key to the synagogue. I held it 
in my hand as my friendly landladies, 

the Einstein sisters, olev ha-sholom 
(translator’s note: Hebrew expression, 

meaning “May they rest in peace”) told 

me that not a single brick was left from 
the synagogue. The Jewish community 

had to pay for the transport of the 
building rubble to the neighboring town 

of Biberach.   

 

These lines originate from Heinz Saebel (1912–1986), the last teacher of 

the Israelite primary school in Laupheim, who managed to emigrate to 
Sweden in 1939. After almost four weeks of detention in the Dachau 

concentration camp he returned home in December 1938. His home was 
54 Ulmer Strasse and the two “friendly landladies” were 

Hedwig and Irma Einstein. This excerpt from Saebel’s speech titled „A key 
that talks“, in which he describes his 

return from Dachau is the only written 
testimony referring to the Einstein sisters, 

who obviously led a reclusive life. Nor is 
there any story delivered by word-of-

mouth about them, and also the grocery 
shop once located there has long since 

given way to a discount 

supermarket. Therefore, this memory 
book is the last opportunity to give a face 

to these forgotten victims of the Shoa. 
 

 
 

 
There is at least one picture of 

Irma Einstein: she was in second grade 
when teacher Adolf Gideon was 

photographed with his pupils in 
1895. 

  
She is standing in the second row, second 

from the right (as shown on picture below)  
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Their father Moritz Einstein already passed away in 1890, two years after 
his daughter Irma was born. He presumably was a cattle trader, because 

his two-floor house on 54 Ulmer Strasse included a barn and stables. The 
oldest son Theodor, born in 1873 soon migrated to the USA and the oldest 

daughter Mathilde got married in Haigerloch in 1906. She managed to 
emigrate with her family to the USA during the Nazi regime. The younger 

daughters Hedwig and Irma remained single and it is unclear how they 
made their living. Probably they kept on the cattle trade business after 

their father’s untimely death. A list dated 1938 puts the sisters as 
“privateers”. Also in 1938 they rented rooms in their house to the teacher 

Heinz Saebel and the postman Georg Habrik. 

Israelite Primary School Laupheim with 

teacher Adolf Gideon, approx. 1895. 

(Photo: Leo-Baeck-Institute, NY) 

In 1940 or 1941 the two sisters, like most Jewish residents who still 
remained in Laupheim, were confined in collective housing: The sisters 

were forced to leave their large house and move to the barracks at 

Wendelinsgrube, a shabby place without running water nor electricity. It is 
unclear if Hedwig and Irma Einstein attempted to emigrate after this 

forced relocation. There was at least a theoretical chance to obtain 
affidavits as their older brother and several nephews and nieces already 

lived in the USA. 
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Starting Nov. 1, 1941, even before the two sisters were allocated to the 
first deportation on Nov. 28, 1941, Laupheim officials had already rented 

their home on Ulmer Strasse to new tenants. 

According to the secret state police Gestapo the first deportation to 
Riga/Lettland included relatively young people who were still fit for work. 

23 citizens from Laupheim aged between 20 and 62 years were among 

them. The 62 year old Hedwig Einstein was not on the list, but her 
younger sister Irma was subject to this „evacuation to the East“. However, 

Hedwig was allocated subsequently instead of Rosa Wallach who had 
fallen seriously ill. The two sisters who stayed their whole life together 

were also forced to face death together: shortly after their arrival at the 
extinction camp Jungfernhof near Riga they were murdered in a mass 

execution. 

After the war an initial restitution law suit was filed in 1948 by nieces from 
the USA (not known by name) in which they claimed the house on 54 

Ulmer Stasse “and six paintings to be returned by the carpenter Kugler”. 

Obviously there were several individuals who had taken over belongings 
from Hedwig and Irma Einstein. This first request failed, but in 1950 two 

nephews from Provicence/USA successfully requested the restitution of 
the property, and they subsequently sold the house to the Hopfen-Steiner 

property administration who also owned the neighboring buildings.  

In 1980 Manfred Hohenemser managed that the names of 
Hedwig and Irma Einstein were included in the list of victims of the 

genocide at Yad Vashem memorial. 

Sources: 

1.  Heinz Saebel: Ein Schlüssel erzählt. Zwölfseitiger Vortrag anlässlich d

er 30sten Wiederkehr der Kristallnacht 1968. (A key that talks. A 12-
page speech from 1968 on the occasion of 30 years of commemoration 

of the Kristallnacht. Archive Ernst Schaell. 

2.  Restitution files State archive Sigmaringen, Wü 126/2, No. 31. 

3.  Copies from Yad Vashem memorial sheets: John-

Bergmann heritage, Town archive Laupheim. 

4.  L auphe im  a ddress book of 1938. 

5.  Cornelia Hecht/Antje Koehlerschmidt: Die Deportation der Juden aus L

aupheim. (The deportation of the Jews from Laupheim). Commented 
collection of documents 2003. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

SCHILLER, Samuel,  
11 Judenberg  

 

Translated by: Richard D. Oppenheimer 

ELISABETH RÖHRICH  

 

 
Samuel Schiller born on March 13, 1856 in Krems, Austria, died on  

July 9, 1940 in Laupheim,  
  

OO Berta Schiller, née Fischer, born January 25, 1867 in Krems, 
died on September 29, 1942 in Treblinka. 
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Samuel Schiller was born on March 13, 1856 in Krems and grew up in 
Vienna. He came to Laupheim with his wife Berta, who was also born in 

Krems. Hermann Sternschein referred to him as "a migrant from the Dual 
Monarchy of Austria-Hungary". He was the cemetery keeper and "an 

ambassador of the Jewish community". In addition, he was an upholsterer 
and saddle maker. The couple lived in the rented house next to the 

entrance of the cemetery, Judenberg 11. They had no children. 

In the background, next to the cemetery site, is the rented house, 

Judenberg 11, where Samuel Schiller lived. (Photo: Günther Raff’s 
archives) 

Samuel Schiller was popular with young and old, because of his natural 
wit, kindness and good humor. He had settled well in Laupheim, and was 

considered "a real Laupheim original". He was a rather stocky man with 
white hair who at times "wore the traditional Bavarian loden jacket and a 

green alpine hat with a Gamsbart, (translator’s note: traditional hat pin 
made with a tuft of chamois hair, resembling a shaving brush). The boys 

and girls of the Jewish community called him "Our Schiller". 

Samuel Schiller loved socializing and singing. He used to sing the 

Fiakerlied [translator’s note: one of the most famous Viennese songs] and 
rarely said “No” to a good glass of vine. His musical talent showed up in 

particular when blowing the Shofar on the highest of Jewish holidays, New 
Year’s Day and the Day of Atonement, when the tone of Tekiah is 

sounded. The shofar is a wind instrument made from the horn of a ram.  



 

 

606 
 

Siegfried Einstein1) says about Samuel Schiller in his book "Who will blow 

the shofar in this year?” 

"Samuel Schiller had taken a deep breath and blown Tekiah. What kind of 
a horn is that” asked Julius Kahn, whom all the children called Usus. "A 

ram's horn, my son. The sound of the shofar made the walls of Jericho fall 
down.” And then Samuel Schiller had finally taken a break and uttered the 

challenge: "Not everyone can elicit a melody from this crooked horn, and 
the greenhorns here today certainly cannot. Give it a try!” And he handed 

the chubby Julius the shofar. 

The boy blew and blew - but without success. From that day on, great 

respect was added to the love for this frail man, and it was Samuel 
Schiller alone who was chosen to blow the shofar in Laupheim. 

"From 1933 on, his song became silent", Josef Braun writes in the Alt-

Laupheimer Bilderbogen2), (Old-Laupheim Pictorial). One can only guess 

what is meant by this statement.  Did the retired Samuel Schiller 
increasingly withdraw from public life due to abuse and public humiliation 

which the Jewish citizens received, or was some disease the reason for 
this behavior? On July 9, 1940 Samuel Schiller died at an age of 84 years. 

He was buried in the Jewish cemetery, grave site N 28/113). His grave 

stone adorns a shofar. 

His death in 1940 saved him from the dire 

fate that his wife Berta had to endure just 
two years later. She was one of the last 

Jewish residents in Laupheim and was moved 
from her home to one of the barracks at the 

Wendelinsgrube (Wendelin gravel pit). It was 
from here, now at the age of 75, on 19 

August 1942, that she was brought to a 
central collection point in Stuttgart with 43 

other women and men, and then a short 
time later, with a transport to 

Theresienstadt. After a short stay there, 
Berta Schiller was deported on 29 September 

1942 to the Treblinka extermination camp4). 

In a memorial book about the persecution of 

the Jews from 1933-1945, edited by the 

German Federal Archives in Koblenz, Bertha 
Schiller’s place of death is indicated as Minsk 

in Belarus. Her trail ends at one of the most 

horrific extermination camps of the East5). 
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“Who will blow the shofar this year? Samuel Schiller is dead",  
is written by Siegfried Einstein in his book. 

 
  

(On the Left  is the tombstone of 
Samuel Schiller, on the right is a 

detail of the shofar). 
(Photos: Elisabeth Röhrich). 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Source: 
1) Alt-Laupheimer Bilderbogen, Bd. 1, S. 57 f. 

2) Einstein, Siegfried: Wer wird in diesem Jahr den Schofar blasen? 
Giessen 1987, S. 90. 

3) Hüttenmeister, Nathanja: Der jüdische Friedhof Laupheim. Laupheim 

1998, S. 520. 

4) Hecht, Köhlerschmidt: Die Deportation der Juden aus Laupheim. 

Laupheim 2004, S. 91und S.117. 

5) Gedenkbuch. Opfer der Verfolgung der Juden nationalsozialistischer 
Gewaltherrschaft in Deutschland, Bundesarchiv, Koblenz, 1986. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

SILBERMANN, Salli,  
teacher, 28 Ulmer Strasse 

 

Translated by: Peter Ritz 

KARL NEIDLINGER  

 
 Salli Silbermann, born September 4, 1903 in Karlsruhe, teacher, 

 single, removal on April 4, 1936 to Karlsruhe, emigration to South 
 Africa. 
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Almost everything that could be found out about Salli Silbermann, is 
documented in the previous article under the heading “Hugo Höchstetter”. 

Therefore, Salli`s short portrait has been placed – contrary to alphabetical 
order – here. Salli Silbermann lived and worked in Laupheim for only three 

and a half years, from November 11, 1932 to April 15, 1936. At Marie 
Schneiderhan`s, the widow of the Realschullehrer (Secondary School 

Teacher) Markus Schneiderhan in Ulmer Strasse 28, where several other 
teachers lived in rented accommodation, he had a room or an apartment. 

And, because the Jewish Elementary School where he taught, had only 
very few pupils, he probably had to do other jobs to survive make a living. 

 

The only note we found which mentions him is the notification of the 
“Jewish Young People`s Organisation Laupheim” about changes in the 

member structure to the NS-departments that were due every thee 
months. On June 30, 1936 the then chairman Rudolf Bergmann notified 

that the members Josef Hess and Salli Silbermann had emigrated. 
 

  

In the “Jewish Young People`s Organisation” under pressure by the NS-
authorities the diverse Youth Organisations had been concentrated since 

1933 for better control. As Salli Silbermann came to Laupheim only a 
short time before the Machtergreifung (Hitler`s rise to power) and the 

bringing into line of the press, there is no reference to him in the press. 
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The Israelite Volksschule (Elementary School) in Radstrasse, erected in 

1868 and torn down in 1969, the place where Salli Silbermann worked, 
was the first buildung of the town of Laupheim that was erected for school 

purposes. 
 

In today`s view it is incomprehensible why such a solid  buildung, 
obviously not in a state of repair, was torn down to create space for the 

building of a new post office.   
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

SCHMAL, Julius,  
2 Marktplatz  

  

Translated by: Victor Nölke 
Supervisor: Dr. Robynne, Flynn-Diez, 

Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg, 
Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

  

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

 
 Julius Schmal, born July 1, 1863 in Laupheim, died November 11, 

 1938 in Stuttgart, OO Betty Schmal, née Oberdorfer, died June 
 25, 1874 in Pflaumloch; deportation on August 19, 1942 to 

 Theresienstadt, died there September 30, 1943,  
  

 [– Heinrich Schmal, born July 21, 1897 in Laupheim, died August 8, 
 1897 in Laupheim], 

  
 [– Simon Schmal, born July 12, 1898 in Laupheim], 

  
 [– Recha Schmal, born September 29, 1900 in Laupheim; 

 deportation August 23, 1942 to the concentration camp 

 Theresienstadt, freed!], 
  

 [– Otto Schmal, born March 10, 1905 in Laupheim].  
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Betty Schmal, née Obernauer, died in Theresienstadt30 on September 30, 

1943. Illustrated by her children’s whereabouts, her obituary depicts the 
diverse life journeys of the different family members. According to the 

obituary, the escape, or rather fate, had dispersed the siblings onto three 
different continents during the time of National Socialism. In 1945, Simon 

Schmal was living in the United States, Recha in Switzerland and Otto in 
South Africa. Based on a lack of information, only fragments of their 

subsequent lives can be traced. 
 

 

  

Our beloved mother 

BETTY SCHMAL 

née Oberdorfer 

(former residence in Laupheim, Württemberg) 
Died aged 69 in Theresienstadt on September 30, 1943. 

SIMON SCHMAL, MD 

Ithaca, New York 

RECHA SCHMAL 

Refugee Camp Les Avants sur Montreux, Switzerland 

OTTO SCHMAL 

Ndola, Northern Rhodesia, South Africa 

 „Aufbau“, New York v. 4. 5. 1945 

  

 

                                    
30 Rheda-Wiedenbruck is a city in North-West Germany; the distance 

between Laupheim and Rheda-Wiedenbruck is approximately 330 miles. 
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The Schmal family in Laupheim 
  
We will first take a look at Laupheim, where the oldest family member, 

Simon Schmal, was buried at the Jewish cemetery in 1823. Julius Schmal 

belonged to the fourth generation of the local family and was the fifth of 
eleven children of Simon (1828-1898) and Emilia Schmal, née Löwengardt 

(1833-1900). He grew up in Laupheim and followed in his father’s 
professional footsteps, becoming a butcher and merchant. On October 19, 

1896, he married Betty Oberdorfer from Pflaumloch. 
  

The couple had a home on 2 Marktplatz. Heinrich, first-born son died 
shortly after his birth on August 8, 1897. A year later on July 12, 1898, 

their son Simon was born. Their only daughter, Recha, was born on 
September 29, 1900 and her younger brother Otto was born on March 10, 

1905. The three siblings grew up in Laupheim, attended the Jewish 
Volksschule31 and the eldest son, Simon, attended the Latein- und 

Realschule32. Pictured below is Recha Schmal aged nine. The picture was 
taken in the Jewish Volksschule, where Bernhard Sichel worked as a 

teacher.   

  

 

Israelitische Volksschule, 1909:  
Emma Heumann, Recha Schmal, in 

front Poldele Friedberger. 

  

Little is known about the siblings’ 

parents, Julius and Betty Schmal, as 
not even a picture of them could be 

found. Julius Schmal, who, like his son 

Simon in later years, did his military 
service in Imperial Germany, was 

honored on January 29, 1927 during 
the general assembly of the 

interdenominational “Krieger- und 
Veteranenvereins Lauheim”33, held in 

the small Rabensaal. “When it came to 

                                    
31 a type of basic primary and secondary school in Germany. 

32 the oldest municipality of Stuttgart, the state capital of Baden-

Wuerttemberg. 

33 the imperial medicinal calendar. 
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honoring their comrades, the comrades Münch Paul, Traub Mathias, 
Preßmar Wilhelm, Einstein Max, Lang Bernhard, Müller Johannes, Bitterle 

Max and Schmal Julius received the Ehrenschild34 for their twenty-five-
year membership.” („Laupheimer Verkündiger“ from January 31, 1927) 

  
According to another article from the “Gemeindezeitung für die 

israelitischen Gemeinden Württembergs35“ from February 16, 1928 around 
the time of the plenary session of the Israelite woman’s association, there 

was a cultural addition to the more formal items on the agenda: “The 
musical performances by Ms. Wallersteiner and Kahn and Messrs Kurz and 

Schmal were followed by a parody on the women of the association, 

written by our local poet and superbly performed by a couple of young 
girls from our community.” The Mr. Schmal mentioned is very likely 23-

year-old Otto Schmal.  
  

Simon Schmal 
 
The eldest son, Simon, is pictured in a photograph of Laupheim’s Latein- 

und Realschule from 1910, in which he looks confidently at the camera. 

He successfully finished school and obtained his Abitur36, in order to study 
medicine in Tubingen, Munich and Freiburg. Then World War I broke out. 

As a nineteen-year-old student of medicine he was sent to the reserve 
infantry regiment 247 in Wiblingen on January 22, 1917, where he 

obtained the rank of Private. As early as 1917, he fought in the Spring 
Battle at Arras, in the Fall and Winter Battles at Flanders and was 

deployed during the offensive at Kemmel in 1918. He received the Iron 
Cross Second Class as well as the Silver military medal of Württemberg. 

After the German Revolution of 1918-19 and the armistice of Compiegne, 
he was discharged on December 2, 1918. Upon his return, he took up his 

medical studies and in 1923 he received his license to practice as a 
doctor. In the same year, he was awarded his MD in Freiburg. In the 

Reichs-Medizin-Kalender37 from 1935, he was listed as a pediatrician with 
an office on Stuttgart’s Königstraße, house number 44. On March 12, 

1936, he married Greta Schmidt with whom he immigrated to the US, 

namely Ithaca, New York, where he worked as a GP. 
  

                                    

 
 

 
 

 
 
37 The Warrior and Veteran Society of Laupheim 
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 Realschule 1910: Simon Schmal (above), Wörz (below). 

(Picture: Archive Ernst Schäll) 

Otto Schmal 
 

The youngest of the siblings had lived in Laupheim up until the fall of 
1919, the year in which he moved to Wiedenbruck38 in Westfalia. As 

stated in the documents of the civil registry office, he married Hilda Julia 
Rothenburg in Hannover on August 25, 1938. According to the obituary 

printed above, he and his wife managed to immigrate to South Africa. 
There is no further information concerning his life. 
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Recha Schmal and her parents  
 
Just like her older brother Simon, Recha Schmal went into the medical 

field. After graduating from 

school in Laupheim, she 
successfully completed her 

training as a nurse in 
Stuttgart, where she lived 

on Bismarckstraße. The 
official records state that 

she was registered as a 
resident of Laupheim until 

April 2, 1928. She then 
moved to Bad Cannstatt39, 

which had had a Jewish 
congregation since 1871 

that was joined together 
with the congregation in 

Stuttgart in 1936. There is 

no reliable information 
about her subsequent 

years, but it is assumed she 
pursued her career as a 

nurse. Her connection to 
Laupheim, however, 

remained intact, thanks to 
her parents and her close 

friendships to schoolmates 
such as Gretel Gideon. A 

photograph from 1916 
shows the two girls as 16-

year-olds.  

Gretel Gideon and Recha Schmal around 1916. Recha survived the 

concentration camp Theresienstadt. 

(Picture: Bilderkammer Museum) 
 

In 1935 or rather 1936, Recha’s parents, Julius and Betty Schmal, moved 
to Bad Cannstatt and on November 11, 1938, her father passed away in 

Stuttgart, where he was also buried. In contrast to her brothers, Simon 

and Otto, Recha and her mother did not manage to escape from Nazi 
Germany. Instead, both were deported to the concentration camp 

Theresienstadt on August 23, 1942, together with Selma Wertheimer, who 
was two years younger than Recha and was also from Laupheim. Three of 

                                    
39 a medal of honor. 
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Selma’s postcards sent from Theresienstadt in 1943/44 to Gretel Gideon, 
who had been her neighbor on Radstraße and who had managed to 

escape to Switzerland, could be preserved and are on display in the 
museum collection in Laupheim.  

  
„My dearest friends,  

Theresienstadt, October 18th, 1943. I was very pleased to receive your 
greetings and I hope that you, my dear Gretel, are feeling much better. 

I’m doing as good as can be expected under these circumstances and I’m 
working every day. My parents have passed away. I see Recha quite 

often; we’re both living in the same house. 

Warmest regards, 
Selma Wertheimer” 

  
The tone and content of the postcard is kept neutral, as it had to pass 

censorship by the Nazis at the concentration camp Theresienstadt in order 
to reach the addressee. Not only Selma Wertheimer lost her parents in 

Theresienstadt in quick succession in January and February of 1943, but 
so did Recha. Her mother Betty Schmal also passed away in the 

concentration camp Theresienstadt, on September 30, 1943. The dreadful 
living conditions in the overcrowded camp contributed to an increased 

mortality rate. Resi Weglein who was a nurse in Ulm and who recorded 
her experiences in her memoirs “Als Krankenschwester im KZ 

Theresienstadt”40 remembered Elsa Ruth Rieser and Recha Schmal who 
both hailed from Laupheim and who worked as nurses in the infirmary, 

treating predominantly old inmates. 

  
In February of 1945, more than 1200 people were requested for a 

transport to Switzerland by the SS, amongst them 400 who had been 
specifically asked for by relatives who were living abroad. This came about 

as a result of international and especially Jewish interventions and was 
made possible by an agreement between the former Swiss Federal 

President Jean Marie Musy and the Reichsführer SS41 Heinrich Himmler. 
This was a unique event in the history of the ghetto, which was met with 

distrust by the inmates. The countless transports from Theresienstadt 
predominantly led to the big extermination camps, such as Treblinka and 

Auschwitz, where the deportees were murdered and this was why not 
everybody agreed to the journey to Switzerland. Eyewitness Resi Weglein 

describes the transport as follows:  
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“The SS had of course taken a closer look at the volunteers and the 
requested inmates who had gathered in the Sokolawna42. Only those with 

a relatively good constitution were allowed on board the train. Seeing as 
most of the inmates were emaciated, the choice was rather limited and 

the SS scared many when they declared that the party’s powers extended 
the borders to Switzerland and those who spread horror stories would 

suffer greatly. The SS regarded the truth as horror and with their bad 
conscience came much fear… People were only allowed to bring a suitcase 

and a small sleeping bag; only things they were able to carry themselves. 
The Welfare Court or Probate Court would collect their remaining things 

after their departure. Around six o’clock in the morning the people from 

the Magdeburg barracks returned home. Once again, there was an 
indescribable excitement in the camp, as there had to be 1200 people in 

the locks until the evening. War-disabled persons or invalids were 
excluded from the transport. For the first time, those who left did not 

receive the ignominious dog tag with their new transport number. On the 
other hand, they had to leave behind their ghetto money and savings 

books. And for the first time there were no cattle trucks parked at the 
platform of the station on Bahnhofstraße, but real express wagons. 

Nevertheless, we remained suspicious and nobody believed you could be 
“de-ghettoized”.  

 
As with earlier transports we agreed with friends and families that they 

should write at the earliest possibility. As before, we looked for key words 
that would, once we got news, indicate whether or not the people were 

better off.  

 
The few messages that found their way to us from death camps such as 

Birkenau-Auschwitz were full of mistakes. Therefore we knew that those 
poor souls were far worse off than we were. We first received news from 

Switzerland in April, without any spelling mistakes, expressing their deep 
thanks to the good people that took care of those Jews. I have read three 

of the 35 postcards shared in the camp…." (Resi Weglein, S. 78–79) 
  

On February 5, 1945, the train with the inmates had left Theresienstadt 
towards Switzerland. Thanks to this transport, Recha Schmal was freed 

and took refuge in the refugee camp Les Avant sur Montreux, 
Switzerland43, as described in Betty Schmal’s obituary. Alongside Elsa 

Ruth Rieser, she was one of two survivors of the Holocaust from Laupheim 
who remained in Germany.  

  

                                    
42 a local newspaper for the Jewish community of the German state of 

Württemberg. 

43 school examination taken at the end of year 12/13 and approximately 

equivalent to the American SAT exam. 

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/13e%20BERGMANN%20Max.htm
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The remaining lives of the three siblings, Simon, Recha und Otto Schmal, 
scattered across three continents, could not be traced after the end of the 

war.  
  

 
Isidor Schmal 
  

Enquiries about people from Laupheim 
who moved to Munich led to a younger 

brother of Julius Schmal called Isidor 

Schmal who was born on January 9, 1871 
in Laupheim. After graduating school he 

went to Munich in 1888 where he worked 
as an authorized signatory as well as an 

expert on ink and adhesives at the 
company C. Stark, Chemische Tintenfabrik 

und Klebstoffe44, at 14 Nussbaumstraße in 
Munich. Just like his sister-in-law, Betty 

Schmal, née Oberdorfer, and his niece, 
Recha Schmal, he was deported from 

Munich to Theresienstadt on July 2, 1942. 
On September 19, 1943, he was deported 

to the death camp Treblinka where he was 
murdered.  

  

 

 

Isidor Schmal. 

(Foto: Stadtarchiv München) 

  

  
45 translated to „Serving as a nurse in the concentration camp of 

Therensienstadt”. The rank of a general of the army of the SS, reserved 
for Heinrich Himmler. 

 a former clubhouse equipped with a gym that belonged to the Czech 
Gymnastics Association Sokol; during National Socialism, the [14]Nazis 

had set up a “Typhus hospital and Siechenheim”, the latter being an 
archaic German term for home of the sick. 
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 The distance between the concentration camp Theresienstadt and Les 
Avant sur Montreux is around 600 miles 

 translates to „Chemical Factory for ink and adhesives“ 
  

  
  

Sources:  
  

Adreß- und Geschäfts-Handbuch für die Oberamtsstadt und die 
Bezirksgemeinden Laupheim. 1925. München 1925. 

  

„Aufbau“ vom 4. Mai 1945. 
  

Bergmann, John: Die Bergmanns aus Laupheim. Scarsdale/New York, 
1983. Hrsg. v. Karl Neidlinger. Laupheim 2006. S. 121. 

  
Biograph. Gedenkbuch der Münchner Juden/2. Hrsg. vom Stadtarchiv 

München. München 2007. S.440. Hecht, Cornelis; Köhlerschmidt, Antje: 
Die Deportation der Juden aus Laupheim. Laupheim 2004. S. 102. 

Hüttenmeister, Nathanja: Der Jüdische Friedhof Laupheim. Laupheim 
1998. S. 567. 

  
Laupheimer Verkündiger vom 1.1.1927. Nachlass John Bergmann. 

  
Seidler, Eduard: Kinderärzte 1933–1945. Entrechtet - geflohen - 

ermordet. Bonn 2000. S. 317, 388, 406. Stadtarchiv Laupheim. FL 9811-

9899. 
  

Standesamt Laupheim. Familienregisterband V. S.249. 
  

Weglein, Resi: Als Krankenschwester im KZ Theresienstadt. Hrsg. v. 
Silvester Lechner u. Alfred Moos. Stuttgart 1990. 

  
Weil, Jonas: Verzeichnis von Kriegsteilnehmern der israelitischen 

Gemeinde Laupheim. Laupheim 1919. Zelzer, Maria: Weg und Schicksal 
der Stuttgarter Juden. Ein Gedenkbuch herausgegeben von der Stadt 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

SCHWED, 

Max and Betti, 
27 König-Wilhelm-Strasse  

  

Translated by: Markus Ganser 

DR . ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT  

 

 Max Schwed, born August 13, 1874 in Kissingen, died October 9, 
 1933 in Ulm, OO Betti, née Ullmann, born January 17, 1879 in 

 Nuremberg, moved to Ulm on October 31, 1935. 
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The traces Max and Betty Schwed left are only minor, yet they are still 
visible. Both weren’t originally from Laupheim and belong to the small 

group of people listed in this memory book who were not part of the large 
family networks within the Jewish community in Laupheim. 

 
Max Schwed came to Laupheim in August 1903 for professional reasons, 

accompanied by his wife Betty, née Ullmann, widowed Ichelheimer. He 
was offered a permanent position as an authorized signatory by the S. H. 

Steiner hop trading company.  
 

Their house in König-Wilhelm-Straße 27 is still a very representative 

building. 
 

 

 Betti and Max Schwed. 

27 König-Wilhelm-Strasse. 
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Even at the age of 40, Max was eager to serve his country. On August 25, 
1914 he was enlisted to the Infantry Battalion XIII/15 in Ehingen and was 

sent to France, where he was eventually promoted to sergeant. He was 
nominated for a staff position in the battalion and took on tasks in food 

supply for the soldiers, and also acted as an interpreter with the French 
civilians. He was decorated with the Silver Medal of Service. After his 

dismissal, he returned to the S. H. Steiner company, continuing his 
profession as an authorized signatory. Betti and Max Schwed remained 

childless. 
 

In July 1928, great attention 

was paid to the Schwed 
couple when Max Schwed 

celebrated his 25th 
anniversary at S. H. Steiner. 

The company hosted the 
event at the Bahnhofshotel 

Laupheim. The newspaper 
“Laupheimer Verkündiger” 

acknowledged the jubilee in 
a detailed article. 

 
The article describes that a 

humorous speech was 
delivered during the 

celebration, and it was Dr. 

Itzak Steiner, the son of the 
author and speaker, who 

was able to find the script in 
the family archive in St. 

Gallen, Switzerland. In the 
following, there is the 

translated excerpt from the 
speech, which in the original 

has 58 verses in rhyming 
couplets, written by Helmut 

Steiner. 

(Article in the “Laupheimer 

Verkündiger”, dated July 20, 
1928, reporting on Mr. 

Schwed’s 25th anniversary 
at the Laupheim hop trading 

company H.S. Steiner) 
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“… And this is for our jubilee.  

25 years our employee.  

I’m sure he’ll get a round of cheer,  

as I congratulate our dear.  

Good luck! With hop and beer!  

And as I look and cast about,  

I easily among the crowd  

can spot and come across  

right there, our much beloved madam boss, 

 who has been ill for quite some time,  

but now, thank God, again she’s fine.  

After enough time to recover  

she’s back, hurrah, the way we love her.   

You’re asking me now where to start.  

This guy, he is so clever and so smart,  

and kind –he keeps all details in his mind.  

He states all things that are a must,  

and that we missed when we discussed.  

He always knew, never forgot,  

if customers had paid or not, 

 if some more time to pay was granted,  

and what our competition wanted.  

But hear the tale that I shall tell:  

My name, he does not write so well!  

That’s why I daresay: Leave the H, it’s fine, use just one L! 
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 But now, I think I’ve talked enough.  

To wrap this up and move ahead,  

I say with pride: Long may you live, dear Mr. Schwed,  

same to your wife,  

right at your side!” 

 
The jubilee had five more 

years until he passed 
away in Ulm on October 9, 

1933. He was cremated, 
and his urn was buried at 

grave number N 26/7 at 
the Jewish cemetery in 

Laupheim. Two years 
later, on October 31, 

1935, Betti Schwed left 

Laupheim and moved to 
Nuremberg where she 

probably had relatives. 
She later emigrated to the 

USA. 

  

  

   

Quellen: 

Familienarchiv Steiner, St. 
Gallen, Schweiz. Foto-

Archiv: Ernst Schäll. 

Hüttenmeister, Nathanja: 
Der Jüdische Friedhof. 

Laupheim 1998. S. 509. 

Laupheimer Verkündiger 

vom 30. 7. 1928. 

Weil, Jonas: Verzeichnis von Kriegsteilnehmern der israe litischen 
Gemeinde Laupheim. 1919 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

STEINER, Adolf 

Wohlgemuth,  

Gross-Laupheim Castle 

 
 
 

Translated by: Aylin Ariguel, Babett Spiczak, Huesniye Coşkun, Maria B. 
Caballero Gahete, Stina Ott, Luisa Wassermann 

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universitaet Heidelberg 
Institut fuer Uebersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung  

  

DR. ANTJE KOEHLERSCHMIDT / DR . DETLEV VON KALCKREUTH  

 
 Adolf Wohlgemut Steiner, born May 30, 1875 in Stuttgart, died 
 September 13, 1957 in Laupheim, OO Ruth, née von Kalckreuth, 

 born  September 22, 1879 in Neisse, died September 7, 1955 in 
 Laupheim. 

 
 – Marie-Luise Steiner, born October 16, 1905 in Laupheim, died 

 May  24, 1980 in Heidelberg, OO Hubertus Count Leutrum von 
 Ertingen, born December 13, 1897, died April 13, 1974, 
 

 – Ulrich Steiner, born August 21, 1908 in Laupheim, died 
 December 25, 1961 in Munich.  
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 Gross-Laupheim Castle – Place of Christian and 

Jewish history in Laupheim. 

The history of the castle and its owners, to which the Steiner family 
belonged, significantly reflects the eventful history of Christians and Jews 

in Laupheim to this day. 

The following account only focuses on the time from the beginning of the 

eighteenth century until today, since a comprehensive historical overview 
of the castle would exceed the purposes of this chapter. At that time 

Freiherr Carl Damian of Welden ruled over Gross-Laupheim Castle and 
Klein-Laupheim Castle. As a result of inheritances before and after 1600, 

the basis of the Freiherren of Weldens’ livelihood had been reduced so 
that a life befitting their social status and an appropriate training of the 

often numerous progeny proved to be very difficult. With Austria’s 
permission, Freiherr Carl Damian of Welden allowed four Jewish families to 

move to Laupheim around 1730. The contract was not only for the benefit 
of the contracting parties, but also to revive local trade and commerce. 

Later, the first official letter of safe conduct (official document protecting 
Jewish people) from October 5, 1734 allowed twenty Jewish families to 

settle in Laupheim. It not only stipulated several codes of conduct for the 

settling Jewish families but also the payment of protection money as well 
as special taxes to which they would be subjected. On the other hand, the 

contract specified particular rights such as the granting of a separate 
lower jurisdiction. With this began the more than 200 year history of 

coexistence of Christians and Jews in Laupheim. The safe conduct was 
extended and expanded to other families in 1754 and 1784. Therefore, 

the Catholic majority and Jewish minority lived in close proximity to one 
another but separated within the framework of the feudal system. 
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This feudal system progressively fell apart at the beginning of the 
nineteenth century when the Reichsritter (Free Imperial Knights) lost their 

sovereign rights in 1806. In 1817 and 1836 laws for the abolition of 
serfdom and the connected soccage, taxes and services were issued in the 

Kingdom of Wuerttemberg. 

  

Carl Freiherr of Welden and wife Walburga, née Freiin of Hornstein. 

(Source: Braun, Alt-Laupheimer Bilderbogen) 

In 1828, the Emanzipationsgesetz (Emancipation Act) came into effect. 
Due to this act, issued by the government of Wuerttemberg, the 

Schutzstatus (official protection status) of Jews living in Germany was 
revoked and they were declared subjects of the government of 

Wuerttemberg. These social changes together with many judicial disputes 
led to a worsening of the financial situation for the aristocratic owners of 

Gross-Laupheim Castle and Klein-Laupheim Castle. Constantin Ludwig 
Freiherr of Welden (1771-1842) transferred the ownership of both castles 

to the state of Wuerttemberg. Thereupon the baronial family moved to 
Huerbel Castle. While Klein-Laupheim Castle remains state property even 

today, Gross-Laupheim Castle was sold in 1843 to the master brewer 
Franz Josef Lauterwein from Oberkirchberg and Viktor Steiner, a Jewish 

resident in Laupheim. In 1853, the latter eventually became the sole 
owner of the castle grounds. This change of ownership not only reflects 

the dissolution of the old feudal hegemonic and legal structures as well as 

the rise of the middle class, but also the gradual emancipation of the 
Jewish population in Wuerttemberg. Schutzjuden (once protected Jews) 

had now become the owners of the Gross-Laupheim Castle. 

Throughout the following years of economic development, Laupheim was 
granted a city charter in 1869. The Jewish community formed a significant 

part of the town as they not only, with a total of 843 people, made up a 
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fifth of the population, but also contributed significantly to the city’s 
prosperity. At that time the synagogue community of Laupheim was the 

second largest in Wuerttemberg, after Stuttgart.   

  

The parents: Viktor Steiner (1790–1865) and Sophie née Reichenbach 
(1799–1866). 

  

(Source: Address book 1925) 

Viktor Steiner (1790-1865), a Laupheim local, ran a leather goods store. 
After acquiring Gross-Laupheim Castle with its land tenure he made use of 

the castle’s right to brew beer by improving the technical facilities. As a 
result, he arranged for a room to be set up in the eastern part of the 

castle for a brewing kettle and for a machine house to be built in 1872. 

The former fief castle (a loan in form of a castle) was also used for storing 
hop, hatching eggs, and keeping chicks. The castle owner was married to 

Sophie (Zemirah, called “Zirle” as a child), née Reichenbach (1799-1866), 
from Hohenems in Vorarlberg. Three generations of the Steiner family 
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followed the couple buried at the Jewish cemetery in Laupheim. The 
following generations all lived at Gross-Laupheim Castle until the end of 

the family’s lineage. 

 

Viktor Steiner’s son Kilian of Steiner 

(1833-1903) became one of the 
outstanding personalities of the 

German Empire’s period of the 
Gruenderzeit. A detailed description of 

his career and lifework can be found in 
Otto K. Deutelmoser’s book “Kilian 

Steiner und die Wuerttembergische 
Vereinsbank. Stuttgarter historische 

Studien zur Landes und 
Wirtschaftsgeschichte, Band 4” (Kilian 

Steiner and the Wuerttembergische 

Vereinsbank. Stuttgart Historical 
Studies of Regional and Economic 

History, Volume 4), published in 2003. 
The native of Laupheim was one of the 

founding members of the Deutsche 
Partei (National Liberal Party) as well 

as the Schiller National 
Museum/German literature archive. As 

Geheimer Kommerzienrat (Royal Privy 
Councilor) of Wuerttemberg, he was 

also instrumental in supporting the 
banking industry, the process of 

industrialization and the economy of Wuerttemberg and nineteenth-
century Germany, for which he was ennobled. 

In 1894, he acquired the castle from his siblings, and moved from Bad 
Niedernau near Rottenburg to Laupheim. He modernized the brewery, 

bought large local estates and forestland in Oberdischingen. He arranged 
for an extensive agricultural business model to be built, including spacious 

economic and administrative buildings in a style characteristic of 
Vorarlberg and Switzerland. Furthermore, he supervised the establishment 

of a botanical park and a rose garden, and the castle was elaborately 
restored and furnished with works of art. The bust of Kilian of Steiner in 

the castle’s rose garden and the local vocational school bearing his name 
pay tribute to him. 

Adolf Wohlgemut Steiner (1876-1957) took over the property after his 
father’s death in 1903, as his father had wished. During his time in the 

castle the National Socialists ruled Germany for twelve years from 1933 to 
1945, leading to the destruction of the Jewish community of Laupheim. 

Thus, the coexistence of Christian and Jewish people that had lasted more 
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than two hundred years was over within only a few years. The Steiner 
family was distinctly affected by the persecution of the National Socialists. 

The last family owner was Mut Steiner’s son Ulrich Steiner (1908–1961) who 

shortly before his death in 1961 sold the residential buildings of Gross-
Laupheim Castle and the castle park to the Laupheim municipality. The 

town restored the landmarked building. It took decades, marked by 

controversial discussions and intensive struggle, to develop a coherent 
utilization concept. The result was the creation of a unique museum 

focusing on the more than 200 year history of Christians and Jews in 
Laupheim. For the purpose of commemorating the city’s special history, 

this museum had been initiated by the municipality of Laupheim with the 
House of History in Stuttgart acting as central coordinator. Due to the 

castle’s history there is probably no other place more suitable for this 
particular exhibit. 

Adolf Wohlgemut Steiner 

We now come to the life of Adolf Wohlgemut Steiner, called Mut. He was 

born on May 31, 1876 in Stuttgart as the youngest child of the Royal 
Wuerttembergian Privy Councilor Kilian of Steiner, J.D. and his wife 

Clotilde, daughter of Abraham Bacher, court Jew of Royal County 

Hohenzollern-Hechingen, widowed Goldschmidt. In addition to both of his 
half-sisters Henriette (1855-1898) and Emilie from his mother’s first 

marriage, both adopted by Kilian of Steiner, he had an older brother, 
called Viktor (1870-1939) and an older sister, Luise (1872-1932). 

Mut’s childhood and youth were shaped by his mother as well as his loving 

and generous father who greatly influenced his children and 
grandchildren. Kilian of Steiner’s granddaughter Muz Mueller, daughter of 

Henriette, once described the relationship to her grandfather in a letter 
from August 3, 1901: 

 

“It is always terribly nice to be taught by you, grandfather. One always 
notices how much knowledge of the world and life you have and that there 

is nothing more sensible than following your advice.” (O.K. Deutelmoser: 
“Kilian Steiner . . . ”, l. c.) 

Not only Judaism influenced the family. Just like his brother Viktor who 
had spent some time in a Protestant priest’s house, eighteen year old Mut 
Steiner joined the Protestant church in 1894. Their father commented on 

this as follows:  

“We are Jewish by birth. Although my children were not baptized, they 

attended Protestant religion classes in school. My oldest (step) daughter is 
married to a Protestant man. I lived in a Protestant rectory as a high 

school student myself.” (O.K. Deutelmoser: “Kilian Steiner . . . ”, l.c.)  
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After finishing high school in Stuttgart, Mut Steiner studied in Tuebingen 
and at the Agricultural Academy at the University Hohenheim. He 

graduated with a degree in agriculture. During his studies he was known 
as a feared fencing opponent, became a corps student of the Teutonia 

fraternity and served as a volunteer at the Stuttgart Dragoons46 for one 
year. 

Kilian of Steiner wrote to his son Mut on July 1, 1897: “Maybe I can still 
live in L. (Laupheim - author’s note) for a few more years and help keep 

the place cosy.” For this, six years remained before he passed away in 
1903. His estate and fortune, worth seven million gold Mark at the time of 

his death were equally distributed among his children and stepchildren 
with the exception of his son Viktor. 

As requested, Mut Steiner took over the ownership of the estate including 

the castle in Gross-Laupheim. He not only continued the diverse services 
in agricultural and forestry operations but also improved the structure and 

technology of the business in order to achieve more efficiency. In close 

scientific cooperation with the department of agriculture of the University 
of Hohenheim, he cultivated an original, robust, as well as profitable and 

high quality type of spelt through systematic genetic selection methods. 
Steiners Roten Tyroler Dinkel (Steiner’s Red Tyrolean Spelt) was widely 

distributed and stood the test of time. Furthermore, Mut Steiner was the 
owner of an immense brown cattle herd for which he crossbred cattle from 

Montafon47 and Rigi48. In addition, a dairy, a nursery, a brewery and a 
poultry farming section belonged to the estate business. In total, there 

were fifteen employees, plus additional seasonal help, who worked at the 
farming estate and in the house. 

 
Mut Steiner was involved in different professional agricultural 

organizations on a regional as well as national level. As chairman of the 
local association of Laupheim, he was the responsible authority for 

breeding brown cattle. Furthermore, as vice chairman and member of the 

Gauverband committee (comparable with an English shire), he was part of 
the district association for agriculture and the general assembly of the 

Agricultural Employer's Liability Insurance Association. After local 
Wirtschaftsaemter (economic affairs departments) were established, he 

became a member of the Wirtschaftsamt in Laupheim. Besides these and 
other offices he was also a district chair of the Jugendwehr in Laupheim, 

an organization for pre-military training, which he also supported 
financially. He offered his pasture as a playing field for “Olympia”, the 

soccer team of Laupheim, between 1905 and 1929. 
 

                                    
46 a cavalry regiment of the Army of Wuerttemberg 
47 a valley in Austria 
48 a mountain massif of the Alps, located in Central Switzerland 



 

 

633 
 

After graduating from her traineeship at the Domestic Management School 
for Women Obernkirchen, 24 year old Ruth of Kalckreuth completed an 

internship at the dairy of Laupheim Castle in 1903, where she met its 
owner Mut Steiner. On October 20, 1904 the couple got married in Berlin. 

Their daughter Marie Luise Clotilde was born on October 16, 1905 in 
Laupheim and their son Ulrich Kilian Siegfried was born three years later 

on August 21, 1908. 

Adolf Wohlgemut (called Mut) Steiner. 

(Source: Comital Archive Leutrum) 
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Ruth Steiner with Marie-Luise and Ulrich at the beginning of the 1920s of 
the twentieth century 

(Source: Princess Irmela v. Ratibor and Corvey) 

Like most patriotic Germans, Mut Steiner bought many war bonds 
between 1914 and 1918 in order to support Germany in World War I. 

They comprised the biggest part of his fortune and were lost in the war.  

After Adolf Hitler was nominated Reichskanzler (chancellor of the Third 

Reich) on January 30, 1933, the Nazis quickly and systematically seized 
power in the country. Their propagation of anti-Semitism rapidly affected 

the Steiner family. Due to his four Jewish grandparents and despite his 
conversion to the Protestant faith, Mut Steiner was considered a full 

blooded Jew, a Nazi classification for a person with at least three Jewish 
grandparents, and was in a so called privileged, mixed marriage with the 

Protestant, Ruth Steiner. She and her son-in-law Hubertus Count Leutrum 
of Ertingen were advised to divorce their Jewish or half Jewish partners. 

Neither of them followed this advice and thereby protected Mut Steiner 
and Marie Luise Countess Leutrum of Ertingen from deportation. Due to 

their partners’ upright behavior they were even allowed to keep their 
property. Although he had converted to the Protestant faith, Mut Steiner, 

as of 1938, had to hold the compulsory name “Israel”, which had been 
introduced by the Nazis. Additionally, his passport was marked with a “J” 

for “Jewish”. 

In those years, Mut Steiner was suspended from all his positions in 

associations and organizations and completely retreated from public life in 
Gross-Laupheim Castle, where he survived the reign of National Socialism. 

After the war, he spent his remaining years in the castle and passed away 
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on September 13, 1957. 

 

 (Source: Registry Laupheim, family register) 

 

Ruth Steiner, née of Kalckreuth 

Ruth Steiner was born on September 22, 1879 in Neisse/Schlesien as the 

daughter of Lieutenant Colonel Siegfried of Kalckreuth (1851-1901) and 
Marie of Kriiger (1854-1882). She was the oldest of seven children, who 

descend from three different marriages due to the deaths of her father’s 
wives. She spent her youth in Oels. The phase of familial lightheartedness 

ended in 1901 with the death of her father at the age of 49. At the age of 

22, as one of the first women ever, she decided to start training at the 
advanced Domestic Management School for Women in Reifenstein. From 

April 16, 1901 until March 22, 1902 Ruth completed her training in rural 
home economics. Followed by that she changed within the Reifenstein 

Association to the branch in Obernkirchen. There she took her exam to 
become a teacher in home and agricultural economics and taught dairy 

farming for a few months.  

After the previously mentioned internship and her wedding a year later, 
she fulfilled her duties as wife, of a Lord of Manor and intellectual, by 

managing their large household. In addition, she developed her own 

sphere of influence at her husband’s modern dairy factory. Soon after, 
Ruth Steiner dedicated herself to garden management as well as to the 

expansion of the poultry farm, making it an acknowledged, efficient part 
of the farm estate. Her goal was to breed efficient and sturdy animals that 

satisfy egg yields and qualify as table poultry. White American leghorns, 
faverolles chicken, Pomeranian goose, Cayuga ducks and Virginia snow 
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turkeys were held and used for brood. These animals were also sold to 
members of the Agricultural Housewives' Association of Laupheim. The 

fodder was from their own farm estate. East Frisian dairy sheep, whose 
milk was used for chick breeding, were kept on the four acre wide chicken 

runs planted with fruit trees. The wool of the sheep was spun and woven 
for different fabrics in the house. 

As patroness of the new magazine Die Gutsfrau (The Lady of the Manor), 
Ruth Steiner and 23 other women appeared as publishers of this magazine 

from 1912 until 1922. The paper saw itself as the “trade paper for 
educated women in the countryside”. Its aim was to support and 

encourage women in their management tasks, of operating an agricultural 
farm, by use of technological advancements. 

Ruth Steiner dedicated herself to public service in Laupheim from 1912 

until the onslaught of the NSDAP. Just like her mother in law Clotilde 
Steiner, she donated a considerable amount of money to a preschool. The 

preschool was opened on August 9, 1914 at the corner of Schmidstrasse 

and Radstrasse in Laupheim and still exists today. Furthermore, she 
officiated as the chairwoman of the Association for Home and Baby Care 

from 1916 to 1926. 

Her patriotic and benevolent stance is probably what led to her strong 
commitment to the Red Cross. Before World War I she took over the 

chairmanship of the depot and the women’s department of the Red Cross 
in Laupheim, to which her duties included creating and managing a depot 

as well as collecting donations and training helpers. After Germany had 
entered the war on August 1, 1914, the Red Cross built a military hospital 

in Laupheim. The first 39 injured persons arrived in Laupheim on 

September 1, 1914, and 27 of them were treated in the regional hospital. 
62 persons with minor arm and leg injuries arrived eight days later and 

were assigned to Ruth Steiner’s department of the military hospital, 
located on the second floor in the castle. Twelve people with minor 

injuries from the first group that arrived in Laupheim, had already been 
treated there.  

. 

 

 

 



 

 

637 
 

Dr. Paramedic training for red cross helpers in 1914: (ltr)Bullinger, 
Kinzelbach, Ruth Steiner, Schabel, in the  front: Ganser (Source: Princess 

Irmela of Ratibor and Corvey) 
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Ruth Steiner personally took part in caring for the wounded. To be able to 
nurse independently she absolved a six week training course at the 
regional hospital in Laupheim. She could quickly reach the hospital 

through the castle park. Eight wounded of the third transport from 
Flandern were received at the military hospital in the castle. They were 

treated, nursed and bandaged by her. In addition to that she was part of 

several drives to collect money, clothes and food for soldiers or those in 
need on the home front. Her engagement was acknowledged with the Red 

Cross Medal (III-class) by the German Emperor William II. 

Together with Princess Therese of Hohenlohe Waldenburg (1869-1927) 
she supported the Federation of Agricultural Housewives' Associations. On 

October 1, 1916 Ruth Steiner held her first speech as chairwoman at the 
constitutive meeting of the district association in Laupheim. She spoke 

about the goals in domestic and agricultural management training of the 
housewives, the increase in production and marketing of agricultural 

products, improving the food supply in the cities as well as bypassing the 

differences between cities and the countryside. Fourteen days later, after 
the establishment of the association, poultry, vegetables, fruits, potatoes, 

butter, venison, fish and eggs were already sold by the allies at a newly 
built sales outlet at 34 Kapellenstrasse. According to her daughter Marie 

Luise, Ruth Steiner herself was often in the facilities where she checked if 
everything was in order and dealt with the invoices. Moreover, she 

embarked on lecture tours to encourage the establishment of more 
associations. Due to the success of the Agricultural Housewives' 

Association of Laupheim, the association could purchase a house from 
Rosa Einstein, née Regensteiner, widow of Sigmund Steiner, with a barn, 

wash house, courtyard as well as a grass garden and arboretum at 39 a/b 
Kapellenstrasse on February 14, 1918. The seller obtained the right of 

residence on the second floor. In the club house there was a place where 
food was preserved and dried, together with a stove and wash boiler to 

sterilize fruit juices. The kitchen was a place for all sorts of cooking 

courses. Despite the difficult situation in Germany after its defeat in World 
War I, which led to the dissolution of sales outlets and club associations, 

the Agricultural Housewives' Association of Laupheim managed to 
maintain their position with 483 members in 1920. After the death of her 

friend and co-partner Therese of Hohenlohe-Waldenburg, who founded the 
Association of Wuerttemberg, Ruth Steiner was elected as the first 

chairwoman of the association in 1928. She pushed to give rural women 
an understanding of technological and scientific achievements to make 

their work easier, more effective and more productive. Part of this was 
setting up a cooperative laundry. By 1932, 416 associations came into 

being in Wuerttemberg with a total of 8000 members, which reflects quite 
a success story.  
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 Agricultural Housewives' Association: “Inauguration of our house in May 

1918” 

(Source: Princess Irmela of Ratibor and Corvey) 

  

In 1924, Ruth Steiner furnished a weaving room with a handloom in the 
Gross-Laupheim Castle. After a short time, five weaving looms and a 

sewing room were added. During the economic crisis, the goal was to 
provide rural women with supplementary income. Clothes for children 

such as rompers, jackets for boys, dresses and traditional shirts were 
manufactured in the workshop of the Handweberei Oberland (hand 

weaving mill Oberland), which was initially run by Hertha Countess 
Vitzhum of Eckstaedt, a friend of Ruth Steiner. They also produced work 

clothes and festive dresses, Laupheimer Schuerzen (aprons) with 
characteristic trims, curtains, tablecloths, rugs, linen towels as well as 

upholstery fabric and much more. At the beginning of the 1930s, Ruth 
Steiner took over Hertha’s task before she passed it on to Elise Esslinger 

in 1932. Finally, the weaving mill found its home at 29 Mittelstrasse, 

where around 22 weavers were still employed at the beginning of the 
1950s. 
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(“Laupheimer Verkuendiger”, 10/05/1924) 

After the National Socialists came into power, Ruth Steiner had to retire 

from her position as regional chairwoman of the Agricultural Housewives' 
Association Wuerttemberg in spring 1933 and secluded herself from 

society just as her husband had done. The Gleichschaltung integrated the 
association into the Reichsnaehrstand (a government body set up in Nazi 

Germany to regulate food production) and the Landesbauernschaft 
Wuerttemberg (local farming communities) in December 1933. The 

association’s fortune was transferred to the Reichsnaehrstand, which sold 
the Women’s Association house on Kapellenstrasse. 

According to her own statement, Ruth Steiner was denounced to the local 

group leader of the Laupheim NSDAP by her cook in July 1944. After the 

July 20, 1944 assassination attempt on Adolf Hitler became known to the 
public, she told her cook: “One has to keep in mind that Stauffenberg and 

the generals believed they were doing the best for Germany. They hoped 
to bring peace sooner this way.” On July 22, 65 year old Ruth Steiner was 

arrested. She was reproached and charged for refusing to serve in the 
German military. Following the assassination attempt, the legal 

proceedings were handed over to the People’s Court in Berlin, while the 
accused, Ruth Steiner, was moved through several Gestapo prisons. From 

July 22, until August 19 she was held in custody in Ulm. Her whereabouts 
between August and November are not on record. From November until 

the beginning of December she was in custody in Ulm and Leonberg. From 
December 3, 1944 onward she was in the work education camp for 

women, in Rudersberg in the Welzheim Forest. 
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After 1945, Ruth Steiner wrote her memoirs in an essay with the title 
“Christmas 1944 in the Gestapo camp Rudersberg” and gave it to friends 

and family: 

“The harsh light flares up mercilessly in the cold, bare bedrooms every 
day, as well as Sunday at 4 in the morning, and the guard yells with her 

nagging voice: ‘Get up, now. Take position immediately!’ The prisoners 

who lay close next to and above one another get up, still half asleep and 
take position in rows of 3 for counting. You barely have time to slip into 

your grey pants, which have been distributed to everyone as the prisoner 
uniform. They had been put on by the elderly reluctantly and with sorrow, 

even though they later turned out to be practical and warm. They had to 
make sure that no one had escaped during the night, and every now and 

then there is a slap in the face to pick up the pace. The personnel have to 
make the beds meticulously and then wash themselves with ice cold water 

in the former bowling alley, now washroom. At the same time, the 
prisoners, who are on kitchen duty rush downstairs as fast as possible to 

heat up the big coffee kettle in the kitchen, cut bread and set the table in 
the dining room. Having barely finished the tasks, the rest of the prisoners 

appear, who have to go to work outside of the camp by train. The fire 
does not burn well with wet wood, which was usually collected from the 

forest the day before. They now have to stand on the podium, those poor 

people, getting yelled at by the camp guards, who assign the work while 
extensively using the “oxtail” (a flogging instrument made from an ox’s 

tail) to add weight to their demands. [. . .]” 

These detained and harassed women came from countries such as 
Germany, the Soviet Union, Poland, France and Denmark, as well as other 

countries. Furthermore, they suffered from unhygienic conditions and 
vermin such as various bed bugs. According to Ruth Steiner, it was her 

belief in God and love that helped her to overcome her term of 
imprisonment. In this context, she reports about how the inmates showed 

solidarity with each other: 

“A compassionate fellow sufferer assists me in applying an excellently 

effective liquid that temporarily keeps these little pests (bedbugs – 
author’s note) away. After all, there are kind souls helping me clean the 

kitchen, scour, etc. so that I can sit on a footstool leaning against the big 
kettle for half an hour after meals. The old cook is actually a kind-hearted 

farmer from a neighboring village, who secretly provides us with a piece of 
bread and a sausage as a snack, normally meant only for the guards 

(camp leaders and female supervisors).” 
 

Her words have a haunting and touching effect describing the inhumane 

and undignified conditions. At the same time, she describes how she and 

the other imprisoned women managed to keep their dignity and uphold 

normal humane treatment of each other. Ruth Steiner’s perceptual 
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maturity is conveyed through her differentiated observations of the female 

Gestapo camp guards. 

“And for some reason I have won over the heart of a female guard, who 

made my life easier during and even beyond the transport through 

Stuttgart. I would like to be able to reciprocate one day. Of course, there 
are also bad, deceitful beings that deliberately harass and torment people, 

although probably even most of them have something decent in them. I 
was surprised when my daughter was allowed to visit me once, and the 

respective guards kept taking over shifts in the office to help us until one 
had to eventually come and lead me away. The guard wept bitterly and 

told me about her mother, to whom she wanted to return because she 
didn’t want to be a guard anymore. They seem to be mostly poor, misled 

creatures that also did not know what they were doing when they joined 
the Gestapo. God only knows from which circles they came.” 

 On February 14, 1945 Ruth Steiner was moved from the Gestapo camp in 
Rudersberg to the Gestapo prison in Cannstatt and Stuttgart, where she 

was liberated by the Allies on April 3, 1945. She was never sentenced by 
the Nazi State. 

Exhausted and in poor health, Ruth Steiner returned back home to the 

Gross-Laupheim Castle, where her husband Mut Steiner lived and where 

Marie-Luise Countess Leutrum had taken over control during the absence 

of her mother and brother. Numerous relatives from the Eastern regions 

found shelter there. This is mentioned in the Kalckreuth family chronicle: 

“She never really got over that time, although she was granted a few 

more years in the big household and on the poultry farm.” The family 

didn’t harbor any vengeful feelings and helped as much as possible in the 

post war period. In the post war years, Ruth Steiner tried hard to make 

official amends at the Landesamt fuer Wiedergutmachung (State office for 

reparation: translator’s note). It does not seem to have been about a 

material compensation, but rather a mental and moral one. The verdict 

from 1952, which recognized her persecution and harm, indicates: “There 

can be no doubt that the applicant, who is married to a Jew, had made 

the imputed utterances from an opposing attitude towards National 

Socialism. Back then she was already 66 years old, and with regard to her 

age it must have been an honorable statement made by a person who had 

been exposed to very serious misfortunes only by being married to a Jew 

during that time.” 

Ruth Steiner died on September 7, 1955 in Laupheim, her husband Mut 
Steiner passed away two years later. The couple is buried at the family 

cemetery Oberdischingen. Today the main street in the Ringelhauser Park 
in Laupheim is named after her. 
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Marie-Luise Steiner 

The daughter of Mut and Ruth Steiner was 
born on October 16, 1905 in Laupheim. 

After graduating from the Viktoria-
Pensionat (boarding school) in Karlsruhe, 

she went to the Domestic management 
school for women in Reifenstein, just like 

her mother. She studied economics and 
agriculture at the Institute of Farm 

Management in Hohenheim and was the 
first female student to graduate with a 

degree. There she met the land owner 
Hubertus Count Leutrum of Ertingen. After 

their wedding on December 30, 1930 the 

couple lived at Unterriexingen Castle. 

In 1932, Marie-Luise Countess Leutrum 
established an Agricultural Housewives' 

Association there, which quickly gained 
success. When the associations where shut 

down, she too withdrew from the public. 

As requested by the agricultural policy representatives of 

Wuerttemberg as well as the Allies, Marie-Luise Countess Leutrum 
continued the efforts of her mother’s political commitments by 

establishing Agricultural Women’s Associations after 1945. At the first 
founding meeting of the Women’s State Association of Wuerttemberg-

Baden in 1947, Countess Leutrum was elected chairwoman and held 
office until 1959. 

 

 

 

 

Marie-Luise Steiner as a three-

year-old (above) and at 
elementary school age riding a 

donkey in front of Gross-
Laupheim Castle. 

(Source: Princess Irmela of 
Ratibor and Corvey) 
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The married couple Marie-Luise, née Steiner, and Hubertus Count 

Leutrum von Ertingen. 

(Source: Princess Irmela von Ratibor and Corvey) 

 

In 1948, she initiated the Deutsche Landfrauenverband (DLV, a 
nationwide association of and for women in rural areas) and became its 

president until 1970. It was with subtle diplomacy that she also led the 
association into the ACWW – Associated Country Women of the World. 

In 1949, she co-founded the European Confederation of Agriculture, 
and in the same year she was one of the founders of the Women's 

Association of Rural Home Economics of the central agricultural 
cooperative union of Wuerttemberg. At the beginning of the 1950s, she 

moved to Nippenburg Castle near Schieberdingen with her family. 
Here, she worked in the church council and later in the county council 

in Ludwigsburg. For her outstanding service, she not only received 
numerous honors from the government, the state and associations, but 

she was also awarded with an honorary chairmanship and the Goldene 
Biene (Golden Bee) by the DLV. She received the title “honorary 

senator” from the University of Hohenheim in 1973. Marie-Luise 

Countess Leutrum of Ertingen passed away at the age of 75, on May 
24, 1980 in Heidelberg. She had two sons and one daughter. 
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Marie-Luise Countess Leutrum of Ertingen. 

(Source: Princess Irmela of Ratibor and Corvey) 
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Ulrich Steiner 

Ulrich Steiner was born on August 21, 1908 in Laupheim. The urbane 
thinking and patriotic attitude of his upbringing left its mark on him. 

During his studies in law and economics in Munich he sympathized with 
the ideas of the Conservative Revolutionary movement and joined a right-

wing, conservative, paramilitary organization, called Stahlhelm, League of 
Front Soldiers. As a result of the crisis at the late stages of the Weimar 

Republic, he joined in the NSDAP. 

 

Ulrich Steiner. 

(Bilderkammer Museum) 

However, Ulrich Steiner was soon excluded as he was classified as a 

Mischling 1. Klasse, (the German term used during the Third Reich to 
denote persons deemed as having both Aryan and Jewish ancestry). In 

1933, he was therefore expelled from the NSDAP and his graduation with 
a university title was denied. Even though he stood out in his army unit as 

a motivated soldier, after the campaign in France, he was soon dismissed 
from the army for not being worthy to serve as a soldier. Afterwards he 

ran the farm estate and the castle’s brewery under adverse 
circumstances. During a wave of arrests after the assassination attempt 

on Hitler on July 20, 1944, Ulrich Steiner was taken into custody and 
brought to Leimbach, which was a camp just outside of and under the 

command of the concentration camp Buchenwald. He was held there until 
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the end of the war. For a short period of time after the war, he took office 
as deputy mayor in Laupheim. Due to his personal dedication, he 

succeeded in obtaining permission to establish a sports club in Laupheim 
after all other clubs had been dissolved by the occupying powers in 1946. 

For this club, the former gymnastics club, FV Olympia, and the tennis club 
were united, and Ulrich Steiner later became their honorary president. 

Ulrich Steiner was co-founder of the political party CDU49 in 
Suedwuerttemberg-Hohenzollern. From 1945 to 1947 he rose to group 

chairman as well as chairman of the constitutional committee of the state 
assembly, in its preparations for becoming a state government. Moreover, 

he soon became chairman of the state party. On a federal level he was a 
board member of the party’s highest committee, the so-called 

Arbeitsgemeinschaft der CDU/CSU – ARGE. In addition, working together 
with Marshal Schukow, he was part of a delegation that at an early stage 

strived to establish relations between Russia and Germany.  

  

Ulrich Steiner (second from left) together with Konrad Adenauer (fifth 

from left) and Jakob Kaiser (sixth from left) on the board meeting of the 

CDU/CSU-Arbeitsgemeinschaft on April 26, 1948 in Frankfurt am Main 

(Source: Konrad-Adenauer Foundation, ACDP Image Archive St. Augustin) 

                                    
49 Christian Democratic Union of Germany 
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As a result of his exclusion during the Third Reich as well as his lack of 
administrative experience or cultivated political alliances, he remained an 

outsider within the leadership of the party. Consequently, he was not able 
to implement his ideas of introducing a Gemeinschaftsschule along with a 

reorganization of the educational system. Also his main interest in cross-
party cooperation, more precisely German and European policy, did not 

comply with the field of activities authorized by the occupying powers. 
Furthermore, he thought that his reputation was damaged due to his 

former membership in the NSDAP. All of this led to Ulrich Steiner not 
wanting or not being able to have any more influence in his party after 

1948. 

Instead he organized the Laupheimer Kreis, a group in which personalities 

from different political and denominational areas came together in Gross-
Laupheim Castle or other locations. The participants exchanged ideas and 

came up with influential strategies for personnel issues among other 
things in the ongoing formation of the West German State. The 

Laupheimer Kreis was composed of noblemen, politicians, academics, 
economists and publicists, mostly from Southern Germany. Included were, 

amongst others, Heinrich of Brentano, Fritz Erler, Max of Fuerstenberg, 
Hans-Christoph as well as Friedrich Schenk of Stauffenberg, August 

Hauleiter, Otto Lenz, Carlo Schmid, Hans Speidel, and former chancellor of 

Germany Kurt-Georg Kiesinger and President of the Federal Republic of 
Germany Theodor Heuss. In the meetings the members discussed history, 

politics, questions about the reorganization of the state and market 
economy, as well as security issues and foreign policy.  

 
As Ulrich Steiner had an elitist and conservative background, he was 

increasingly drifting away from the ever popular CDU and its intentions of 
becoming a Volkspartei. He distanced himself from the opinions of the 

party members and as a consequence was then marginalized. His 
experiences during the Nazi regime had left him quite a pessimist, which 

most likely also contributed. As such, various attempts in 1957 and 1960 
failed to revive the Laupheimer Kreis. 

 
He also fought in vain against financial problems, caused by his activities 

in the Laupheimer Kreis, as well as health issues. In agreement with his 

sister, Marie-Luise Countess Leutrum of Ertingen, he sold his property 
Gross-Laupheim Castle with its park to the city of Laupheim in 1961. His 

brother in law Hubertus Count Leutrum of Ertingen took over the 
agricultural business. 

 
Throughout his life Ulrich Steiner was interested in art, literature and 

history. He composed poems, which were published in the 1950s by his 
own permanently subsidized publishing company. Moreover, this company 

released speeches and essays that he had written in the Laupheimer 
Kreis. Ulrich Steiner passed away on December 23, 1961 in Munich and 

was buried at a family cemetery in Oberdischingen. He left a third of his 
assets to two Christian churches. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

STEINER-NÖRDLINGER, 

Helmut and Edith 
2 König-Wilhelm-Strasse  

STEINER, Simon L. and 

Melanie, 
Gerberei, 2 Bronner Strasse  

 
Translated by: Heinrich Steiner Re´ut Israel 

HEINRICH STEINER , RE’UT (ISRAEL) 

 Helmut Steiner, born September 20th, 1899 in Laupheim, deceased 
 June 5th, 1992 in St.Gallen (Switzerland). Married to Edith Steiner,
  née Nördlinger, born July 1st, 1900 in St.Gallen,  deceased June 

 25, 1988 in St.Gallen. 

 - Heinrich (Yitzhak Heinrich) Steiner, born August 12th, 1931 in 

 Ulm, 

 - Martha (Martina) Steiner, born Feb. 27th, 1935 in St.Gallen. 

Parents: 

 Melanie née Herz (1872 – 1956) and Simon L. Steiner (1864 – 

 1937) 

 Martha née Goldberg (1870 – 1908) and Isaac H. Nördlinger 

 (1858 – 1925). Emigration of the family to St. Gallen/Switzerland 

 in 1936. 
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The tannery and leather business Steiner, centrally located at the  

beginning of the Kapellenstrasse., neighboring the present town hall.  

Photo of the year 1925. (Photo: Bilderkammer Museum) 

Not only his first years, but the whole life of Helmut Steiner was imprinted 
by his descent from the tannery which had been founded by his 

grandfather. Leopold, Leopold H. Steiner (1834-1904) was a son of the 
legendary Heinrich Steiner (1794-1885) , the recipient of a royal medal 

for his achievements concerning the construction of the railroad 
connection Ulm-Friedrichshafen. As a young man Leopold served an 

apprenticeship as  a tanner; the booklet recording  his travels through 
Germany and the surrounding countries is still kept by the author in the 

family archives. For instance he worked from April to July 1855 in 

Rorschach (Switzerland) and then came via Zurich.to Bern. The tannery 
was one of the most important economic enterprises in Laupheim,  

together with the other three companies of the sons and grandsons of the 
couple Miriam née Einstein (1769-1847) and Simon Victor Steiner (1762-

1804): the estate of the castle “Schloss Gross-Laupheim”, the “Laupheim 
Tools’ Factory LW” of, formerly Joseph Steiner and Sons, and the hops 

trade of Simon H.Steiner. 

The local historian Josef K.Braun uses the photo of the lower Kapellen 
Street, taken in 1925 (page 493) for a detailed description of the 
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business. At the back of their home bearing the sign-board “Leopold 
H.Steiner, tannery, leather trade,shoemakers´commodities, shafts and 

transmissino belts” were the workshops and a big storage barn, as well as 
an open space towards the “Bären” inn where the big oak tanning casks 

were deeply inserted into the ground. Within these casks the raw skins 
were treated within layers of shredded bark of oaks and firs. The tanning 

process needed a lot of water which was easily available in that place. It 
took months until the acid tanning juice transformed the skins into 

leather.  

About 1895: Two Steiner generations, in elegant attire, in front of 

the Kapellenstrasse house. On the left: Simon Leopold and his wife 

Melanie née Herz, on the right Fanny née Rosengart and Leopold 
Steiner. 
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The bark barn and drying rooms of the Steine tannery   
the Gymnasium Strasse. Today the site is used as an unpaved 

parking lot.  
(Photo: Ernest L Bergman, Bilderkammer Museum) 

  

The chronicler Schenzinger wrote in 1897: “Out of a primitive workshop 
the owner had developed his business favourably by skill and financial 

investment into a real factory with a remarkable turnover. The main 
establishment in the center of the town was completed by an extensive 

area in the south of the town with the color casks and the wooden barns 
for the purpose of drying and storing the tanning bark.” This area was at 

the end of the Raben Street where for a long time the maintenance 

department quarters of the town were located. 
 

A comparison between the tanneries which existed in Laupheim around 
1856 shows the decisive development and importance of the Steiner 

tannery. In a report of 1871-72 the Steiner tannery was one of the few 
establishments disposing of a steam boiler and a steam engine. 

Helmut’s father, Simon (officially “Sigmund”), called “Gerberle” (the little 
tanner) was born on June 18, 1864, as the only child of the couple Fanny 
née Rosengart (1838-1931) and Leopold Steiner (1834-1904), as 

recorded on a birth certificate by the “Royal Rabbinate of Laupheim”. After 

elementary school he completed the “Latin” (Junior High) school existing 
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since 1872 (provisionally from 1869) and then went to the college “Royal 
Gymnasium of Ulm” which he left after two years to report for “one year’s 

voluntary “  military service”. Then came the time for his professional 
training which he started on January 1st, 1879, with a two-and-a-half-

year apprenticeship at Heinrich Frankfurter in Stuttgart. According to the 
“Apprentice Contract” of February16th, 1879 his father Leopold paid an 

allowance , including board and lodging, of twice 400 Marks a year. The 
last half year was free of charge. After the final apprenticeship exam he 

worked at the tannery of Th. Dienstbach in Bingen on the Rhine. From 
here he once sent his parents a small basket of grapes, closing his letter 

with the request “Would you please send me some money, since I don’t 

want to ask Mr. Dienstbach for it”. 

 

Simon Leopold Steiner, despite his remarkable 
height called “the little tanner” (Gerberle). 

(Photo: Bilderkammer Museum) 
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At the age of 30 Simon married Melanie Herz from Ludwigshafen, who was 
8 years younger than him, and in the same year he took over his father’s 
business  valued at 48,000 Marks. The picture of that time (see above, 

p.493) shows the freshly married newly-wed couple with his parents 
Fanny and Leopold Steiner-Rosengart. In 1896 their daughter Julie (Julia) 

was born, and three years later their son Helmut. Even at an advanced 

age he used to laugh about having to wear the clothes of his elder sister, 
and the children of the neighborhood who used to tease him: “Helmut’s 

wearing girls’ clothes”. At about the time of his birth the young family 
moved into their newly-built home at Bronner Street no.2. The 

grandparents Fanny née Rosengart and Leopold H.Steiner continued to 
live in the tannery on the Kapellen Street. In the year 1904, when the 

“grandfather, the tanner” died, his wife moved to their only son’s house 
on the Bronner Street. She outlived her husband by nearly 30 years and 

died at the ripe old age of 93 in the same year when her great-grandchild 
Heinrich was born. Up to her death she was the undisputed head of the 

clan, and everybody honored and cared for her. She was the third of the 
nine children born to the couple Nanette née Kahn (1812-1881) and Josef 

(1803-1885) Rosengart from Buttenhausen, a family with whose 
descendants the family of Helmut Steiner was in close connection. 

After the passing away of his father Leopold, Simon  succeeded him in the 
leading functions of the Jewish congregation which had been occupied by 

tradition by members of the family: as chairman of the community, being 
in charge of the poor-box, and as the trustee of “Matan b’seter” (“Give in 

Silence” i.e. discreetly). When in 1923, in the wake of the inflation, the 
assets of this foundation dwindled, he appealed to the former Jews of 

Laupheim so that the capital could be restored. Also his wife Melanie née 
Herz “cared discreetly for the needy of the town but did not want to be 

mentioned in public – and that is exactly why she is remembered up to 
this day” (see in “Schwaebische Heimat” vol.22/1 (1971) p.42 ). In 

addition Simon personally took care of the Jewish cemetery and conducted 

the synagogue choir which he accompanied on the harmonium (see the 
concert program on p.497). He was an active member of the Jewish choir 

“Frohsinn” and played music at home: they owned a piano made by the 
still existing renowned firm of Pfeiffer in Stuttgart: Melanie and Simon 

played music for 4 hands on it. (The music books of Strauss edited by 
Peters no.1376b and the Hungarian dances by Brahms, Peters no.2100 a, 

with the stamp “Simon L. Steiner Laupheim” are still in family use). The 
two children took piano lessons (Julia) and violin (Helmut). 
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Announcement from the year 1929 about today’s renewed election of the 

two chairmen of the Jewish congregation: Simon L. Steiner and Jakob 
Adler. 

(From: Laupheimer Verkündiger) 

In the year 1922 the former film pioneer Carl Laemmle of Laupheim 
travelled with the cantor of the Laupheim synagogue Emil Elias Dworzan 

(1856-1931) and Simon L.Steiner to Berlin where he financed the 
recording of prayers from the religious services on 28 shellac records. 

These were kept by Helmut Steiner whose descendants donated them to 
the Laupheim Museum for the History of Christians and Jews and had 

them converted unto a double CD recording edited in 2012 by the Haus 

der Geschichte of Baden-Wuerttemberg in Stuttgart. In 1927, in 
recognition of his 25 years of “uninterrupted, unselfish and blessed 

activity for the welfare and prosperity of our congregation” he was 
bestowed a silver vase and a certificate of honor. A similar token of 

esteem was presented to him on his 70th birthday in 1934. 

Like his father Simon (see above), Helmut Steiner (1899-1992) attended , 
from 1909, the junior high school (Latein- und Realschule) of Laupheim 

opened in 1896. He continued his studies at the college (Progymnasium) 
at Biberach where he lodged with the  vocational school teacher Emil 

Rexer and passed the intermediate-level exam. The familiy’s high esteem 

for classical education was attested by the motto he was awarded by his 
father on July 13th, 1913 “before your exam in Biberach and for all of 

your further life”: “Quidquid agis, prudenter agas et respice finem – 
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principiis obsta”. After these schools Helmut did not hesitate to learn the 
trade of a tanner and to join the family business. He started as a  trainee 

at the tannery Breuninger in Backnang, where in July 1915 he was the 
victim of a severe accident: his right forearm got stuck between a pulley 

and the belt when the power transmission was carelessly operated, and 
had to be amputated in an emergency operation. But thanks to his energy 

he soon got used to performing   all manipulations with his left hand: from 
writing and shaving up to cycling and skiing. Immediately he returned to 

his professional career. Later on he became a passionate driver and 
acquired an open sports’ car, “Steiger” - Tourenwagen Typ 10/50 the 

famous model 10/50 made by the firm of Steiger in Burgrieden near 

Laupheim. Using his left hand, he manoeuvered it diligently over the Alps 
and he loved it so much that he was nicknamed  “Audole” (small car) by 

his friends. For years, when doing manual work, he continued to make use 
of the long cotton coat which protected him against the dust of the road; 

his tight leather cap has been exhibited since 2014 on the 2nd floor of the 
House at the Jewish Cemetery in Laupheim. When he had to learn afresh 

to do things using his left hand, he was helped by the experience of the 
disabled from the world war: so for instance by means of an instruction 

sheet for the one-armed (“Merkblatt fuer Einarmige”) edited in Stuttgart 
in 1915. Up to his old age he expressed the opinion that his life was saved 

by the fact that due to the accident he was no longer called up for military 
service. Another positive consequence was his family’s enduring friendship 

with the deaconess nurse Mina Hess of Fellbach who cared for him at that 
time and later joined a Christian mission in China.  

In 1916 he was treated in nearby Singen (Hohentwiel) by Dr. Erich Lexer 
(1867-1937), a pioneer in plastic and reconstructive surgery and 

successor of Prof. Sauerbruch in Munich. Lexer tried to  fit him with an 
artificial limb but he never got accustomed to it. Through all of his life he 

suffered from pains caused by the severed nerves (neuromas)  left on his 
maimed arm.  

http://www.dersteiger.de/
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Program of a joint concert of the synagogue choirs of Ulm and 
Laupheim conducted Simon L.Steiner. 

(Archives R. Emmerich) 
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In order to complete his studies Helmut attended  the German College of 
Tannery in Freiburg (Saxonia)  from 1922 – 1923,where he made life-long 

friendships (Wolgien, Praepke, Cristian Rostock. Kurt Lindgens, Fritz 
Rosenfelder) and took part  in the activities of the students’ society 

“Eichenlaub”. On Mai 12/13, 1924 the chamber of commerce of Ulm 
granted him his diploma as a master tanner. 

However, his following professional activity at the family business was not 
to last long. The tannery suffered from the economic consequences of the 

war and the inflation, and the technical development of the profession 
would have required heavy investments. At about the same time Helmut 

was approached by his relatives in the Steiner family’s hops business 
where, after the deaths of Louis Steiner (1911) and his son Heinrich 

(1918) two additional blows of fate had to be overcome: in America 
William, the son of Sam S.Steiner, died of typhoid fever (1902-1924), and 

Samuel Victor Steiner, a cousin of Sam’s, fell victim to a blood poisoning. 
As an immediate consequence, Julius, the younger son of Hedwig Steiner-

Reinemann, moved to New York, and Helmut entered the Laupheim 
business in 1926. He started as an office employee, obtained procuration 

and quickly advanced to  the position of manager. As the family member  
resident in Europe he was responsible for the firm’s European business. At 

the same time, in addition to this change in his career, he got engaged to 

Edith Noerdlinger from St.Gallen. Her father Isaac (Sigmund) was born in 
Laupheim,  the son of Hirsch Noerdlinger (1819-1898) and Judith née 

Steiner (1829-1871) and had emigrated in his younger years to St.Gallen 
where he became a renowned manufacturer of embroidery. Judith was the 

sister of Simon H. and Leopold H. Steiner, and Hirsch was the son of Isaac 
(1791-1847) and Babette née Steiner (1794-1847), a sister of Heinrich’s. 

But the families Steiner and Noerdlinger were not only doubly related by 
marriage but close friends with each other. They frequently exchanged 

letters, spent their vacations together, and helped each other in distress. 
So it happened that Helmut and Edith knew each other from childhood. 

 

Advertisements of the Steiner tannery firm in the local paper  
“Laupheimer Verkuendiger” from the years 1924 and 1925. 
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Edith Steiner née Noerdlinger (1900-1988) had grown up with her only 

sister Linda (1904-1981) in the house of her father, cared for by their 
American aunt Elsie Goldberg who had moved to the St.Gallen family after 

the untimely death of her mother. Therefore she was familiar with the 
English language, and after a stay in the French part of Switzerland was 

also fluent in French. In St.Gallen, at the first college of its kind in 
Switzerland, she studied to be a nursery school (Kindergarten) teacher 

and in 1923 was awarded her diploma. After a few years in practice her 
father passed away, and shortly afterwards her aunt, too. At the 

University of St.Gallen (then called the “Handels-Hochschule”) she 
acquired the diploma of an English teacher. When she married and moved 

to Laupheim she lost – according to the law at that time – her Swiss 

citizenship and became a German. The first apartment of the young 
couple was  in the Radstrasse, until they bought a plot in the Koenig-

Wilhelm-Strasse, exactly behind the present town hall, and erected a villa 
there. Their courtyard was adjacent to the plot of the family tannery. 

When Helmut joined the hops business, the production was by and by 
discontinued. The business shifted to the trading of raw skins, until it was 

dissolved entirely. This development was accelerated by the hostility of 
the National Socialists against the distinguished master tanner Simon L. 

Steiner, by a malicious denunciation about alleged fraud, and the 
conviction by the jury of Ulm following his “confession” enforced by the 

political situation. During his stay in the prison of Rottenburg (Neckar) he 
got severely ill and died a broken man in the University Hospital of 

Tuebingen. The funeral service at the Synagogue of Laupheim on Sep.8, 
1937, was conducted by the chairman of the congregation Jonas Weil 

(1871-1942) whose wife Cilly was a Noerdlinger by birth, and by the last 

teacher at the Jewish school of  Laupheim, Heinz Säbel (1913–1982), who 
succeeded in finding refuge in Sweden at the last moment in 1939 (the 

eulogy is kept in the family archives).  

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/78%20SAEBEL%20Heinz.htm
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Shortly after moving into their new home their son Heinrich was born in 
the private hospital “Johanneum“  in Ulm; an enormous circle of family 

and friends gave him a lively welcome as a promising heir, appreciating 
the founding of a family as a token of confidence  within these times of 

political uncertainty. The ritual “Brith Mila” (circumcision) was performed 
on August 24 in the same clinic by Edith’s uncle Dr. Simon Noerdlinger 

from Buchau. When their daughter Martha was born three and a half years 
later, the parents drove over the border to Switzerland where Edith had 

grown up previously. They were aware of the precarious times and began 
to prepare their emigration. Helmut Steiner remembers in his memories: 

“For myself … the work got more awful from day to day, in particular as a 

partner  in the management became an ardent anti-Semite”. The first sign 
of his reaction towards the political situation was his letter to the 

Laupheim athletic club, as a consequence of the “message of the new 
leader of the German Athletic Club”, regarding the expulsion of the Jewish 

members: “I immensely regret to draw the logical consequence and to ask 
you to discharge me from my position as member of the committee; 

likewise I declare the  resignation of myself and of my wife from the 
Laupheim athletic club (Turnverein)”.  Furthermore, he thanked the 

members for their loyal comradeship and the trust they had expressed in 
electing him a member of the board. He asked them to let a needy 

member benefit  from the sum he had paid to the travel fund of the 
German Athletic Assembly. According to the “Nuremberg laws” of 1935 

and the injunction to keep non-Jewish household staff, they had to 
dismiss their faithful nurse Josefine Hannes. Her father Johannes had been 

for years a foreman in the tannery, and her mother an employee in their 

parents’ household in the Bronnerstrasse. Due to her forceful dismissal 
their  twenty-year-old daughter renounced the worldly life, and joined, 

under the name of Sister Manfrieda, the order of the Sisters of Mercy 
(Barmherzige Schwestern). Here she trained and qualified as a 

Kindergarten teacher. From 1940 till 1984 she worked in Aalen and in 
Markelsheim, and the last years of her life she spent at the Order’s old 

people’s home “Maria Hilf” in Untermarchtal. The close and friendly 
contact with the Steiner family was never interrupted until her passing 

away in 2008. 

In 1936, Edith and Helmut Steiner were lucky to get all of their belongings 

out of Germany and into Switzerland. They settled in St.Gallen where 
Edith had grown up. Their apartment also housed the offices of the new 

firm he had established together with Sam and Julius Steiner: the “Hopfen 
Import and Export GmbH”. Shortly afterwards the firm was renamed  

“Steiner Hopfen GmbH” (Steiner Hops Ltd.) with the striking cable address 
“hop-swiss st. gallen” which soon became a household word. In 1938 the 

Laupheim hop business was liquidated. The local real estate company 
existed formally till after the war. The Swiss company was closed from 

1939-1945 as Helmut Steiner objected to any commercial connection with 
Nazi Germany and territories which they occupied. However he now had 

the time to care for his family and to volunteer in the Jewish congregation. 
For years he acted as the treasurer and the local representative  in the 
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Association of Israelite Congregations in Switzerland. Also his wife Edith  
became socially active:  on the Board of the St. Gallen Home-nursing 

Circle (“Heimpflege”), in the Jewish Womens’ Association 
(“Frauenverein”), and in the Women’s’ Parliament of St.Gallen 

(“Frauenzentrale”). Both of them cared, during the war years, for their 
relatives who joined them from Laupheim, as well as for Jewish children 

refugees whom they accommodated. 

 

 
 

 

Edith and Helmut Steiner with son Heinrich and daughter Martha about 
1936/37. 

(Photo: Bilderkammer Museum) 

After the war, and before he acquired Swiss citizenship, Helmut Steiner 
was the first to return to Laupheim. His trips to occupied Germany 

equaled expeditions. Loaded with gasoline for the car, and coffee, 
cigarettes and silk stockings as “legal” tender, he was separated from his 

family in Switzerland for weeks. His intention was to rebuild the main 
business in Laupheim: “When I arrived at the end of 1945 for the first 

time at Laupheim and Tettnang, the hop firm with all its assets was gone, 
and the real estate  company an empty entity. The buildings and the 

plots, and also the hop farm (in Siggenweiler near Tettnang) still existed, 

but were in other people’s possession” (Helmut Steiner memories). The 
warehouses were empty, the firm had lost its clients and had no assets 
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except a balance of 1800 Reichsmarks which had been overlooked by the 
authorities.  

On his next trip to New York he managed to persuade the owners of the 

hops business to rebuild the Laupheim firm and to invest the necessary 
funds to start the business. With the support of the attorney Dr. G. 

Offtermatt of Ravensburg and the previous and loyal employees Karl Haid 

and Josef Schoenle who were appointed managers of the hop trade 
business respectively the real estate company, he succeeded “under 

immense difficulties” (Helmut Steiner) to set the firm in motion. On his 
trips to Laupheim he constantly  avoided entering into conversation with 

people whose views and opinions were not known to him. He did not go to 
any hotel and spent his nights on the sofa in the living room of his former 

neighbours and loyal friends, Otto Volz and his family, until the butcher 
Xaver Bertele opened his hotel “Zum Wyse”. 

Helmut Steiner used his visits to Laupheim, too, to deal with the affairs of 

the former Jewish congregation and  its members. Concerning this Ernst 

Schaell reported: “It was due to him that soon after the end of the war 
the cemetery regained its dignified state. His initiatives were varied and 

must not be forgotten. The town administration acknowledged his 
competence and authority and took him seriously”. He also ensured that 

the deceased internees of the former camp Biberach-Birkendorf and 
victims from the concentration camps which had been freed by the Allies, 

who were buried in Laupheim, obtained decent tombstones. He also did 
not spare any pains to discover their identity. On recent graves which 

well-meaning Laupheim people had provided with crosses, Jewish 
tombstones were erected. The allied soldiers who were buried here were 

exhumed and transferred to their homeland. Due to an initiative of Helmut 
Steiner, in 1955 the following text was attached to the monument for the 

fallen Jewish soldiers of the first World War, which was originally drafted 
by the Laupheim artist Friedrich Adler: “A previously attached plaque had 

been forcefully removed in the years 1933-1945. This new plaque is 

dedicated to the Jewish victims of those horrible times. May peace 
henceforth rule upon this site”. It was his achievement that the lot where 

the synagogue stood until 1938, was put at the disposal of the Free 
Protestant Community (Baptists) for the erection of a place of worship. 

After more than 40 years in service at Steiner Hops, Helmut Steiner 

retired from business in 1969, in order to devote himself to his hobbies 
and to his family and to enjoy the home which was built in the meantime 

on a hill above the city of St.Gallen.  He took care of the garden, attended 
to his collections (antique mugs, faiences, stamps) and put old family 

documents and photos in order. The home of Edith and Helmut Steiner 

remained a destination for visitors from all over the world. Frequently, 
official and personal delegations from Laupheim also arrived, in order to 

convey their congratulations (the cover of such an album is exhibited on 
the 2nd floor of the House at the Jewish Cemetery). His vivacity and 

humor, his interest and appreciation of art and culture and all affairs of 
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public importance, as well as his cautious and responsible behavior in 
business provided him and his wife with many lasting friendships. In the 

meantime both of their children had founded their own families. Their son 
Heinrich had emigrated with his wife Marianne née Wallach (1942-2001) 

to Israel where they had four children (Daniel 1966, Michael 1968, Judith 
1970 and Neomi 1975). Their daughter Martha lived with her husband 

Vincent C. Frank and daughter Simone (1968) first in Bern and then in 
Basel. After the passing away of his wife Edith (1988) his energies 

dwindled, but he was granted the privilege of concluding his life, according 
to his last wish, in his own home. The Laupheim press acknowledged him 

under the headline “All the years he remained in his heart a man from 

Laupheim” with the words “Until his last years his great personality, his 
lively spirit and his warm-heartedness impressed everyone he met”. 
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geb.Steiner“, in diesem Band S. 100–109. 

19) Siehe Bild auf Seite 101 und 103. Vgl. Adolf SCHAHL: Die Bau- und 

Kunstgeschichte von Laupheim und Umgebung, in: LAUPHEIM, hrsg.von 
der Stadt Laupheim in Rückschau auf 1200 Jahre Laupheimer Geschichte 

778–1978, Weißenhorn (Konrad) 1979 S. 313. Ausführlicher Beschrieb, 
Fotos und Baupläne in der prämierten Schülerarbeit „Wohnen im Wandel“, 



 

 

666 
 

verfasst 1978/79 von Margret BRAUNGER und Simone KÜTTENBAUM 
(vervielfältigtes Manuskript, im Besitz des Verf.). 

20) Siehe Bild auf Seite 91. 

21) Siehe Familienbild auf Seite 92. 

22) Ein gerahmter Meisterbrief der Oberamtsstadt Münsingen für Josef 
Rosengart von 1853 befindet sich im Fundus des Stadtarchivs Laupheim 

oder des Museums zur Geschichte von Christen und Juden. 

23) Hier folgte er seinem 1910 verschiedenen Großvetter Louis Steiner, 

auf den das Amt von seinem Vater Simon H.Steiner und auf diesen von 
seinem Großvater Heinrich Steiner übergegangen war. 

24) Zitat aus: SCHILLER, Friedrich A.: Jüdische Gemeinden in 

Oberschwaben. In: Schwäbische Heimat Jg. 22 (1971, Heft 1) S. 42. 

25) Vgl. BERGMANN, John H.: Die Bergmanns aus Laupheim. Eine 

Familienchronik. Hrsg. von Karl Neidlinger, Laupheim 2006, S. 61, 69. 

26) In Zylinder und Frack vor dem Gasthof „Zum Ochsen“, Benno und 
Hermann Nördlinger sowie Arthur Grab, auf Foto in BERGMANN, John H.: 

Die Bergmanns aus Laupheim, hrsg. von Karl Neidlinger (2006) S. 20. 

27) Das schön gebundene „Strauss-Album“ der Edition Peters No. 1376 b 

sowie die „Ungarischen Tänze“ von Brahms (Peters No. 2100 a) mit 
Stempel „Simon L.Steiner Laupheim“ sind immer noch im Gebrauch der 

Familie. 

28) Die von Helmut Steiner aufbewahrten 28 Platten wurden dem 
Museum zur Geschichte von Christen und Juden vermacht und auf 

moderne Tonträger überspielt. Eine kommentierte Ausgabe auf CD ist in 
Vorbereitung. Vgl. EMMERICH, Rolf: Synagogale Musik aus der Laupheimer 

Judengemeinde. In: BC – Heimatkundliche Blätter für den Kreis Biberach 

15. Jg. (1992 Nr. 1), Sonderdruck S. 7–9, und ESS, Robert: Beitrag 
„Familie Emil (Elias) Dworzan, Biberacher Str.6“, in diesem Band S. 122–

126. 

29) Im Fundus des Museums zur Geschichte von Christen und Juden. 

30) Siehe auf dem Klassenfoto bei BRAUN (loc.cit. Band I, 1985) S. 191 

und 193/94: in der obersten Reihe der zweite von rechts. 

31) Original im Besitz des Verf. (SCAN in YHS family archives/Helmut 
Steiner) 
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32) Zur „Gerberstadt“ Backnang, mit der sich Helmut Steiner lebenslang 
verbunden fühlte, vgl. die Beiträge von Rudolf KÜHN in: Backnanger 

Jahrbuch, Beiträge zur Geschichte von Stadt und Umge- bung, Band 3 
(1995) S. 55–67, und von Gérard HEINZ (a.a.O.) S. 155, 186–194. 

33) Sein Vater Simon vermerkte in einem alten Gebetbuch wörtlich: 

„Dienstag 20 Juli 1915 Abd 6 h ver- unglückte Helmut in Bckg so dass 

ihm Freitag 30 M. 1/2 12 v. Dr. Wiegand der rechte Vorderarm amputiert 

werden musste. Am 20. Sept wurde er aus dem Wilh. Spital Stgt 

entlassen“ (Original im Privatarchiv). 

34) Vgl. SCHICK, Michael: Der Steiger. Die Geschichte einer schwäbischen 
Autofabrik in den 20er Jahren. Laupheim (Selbstverlag) 1999, 160 S., und 

SCHICK, Michael: Steiger-Automobilbau 1918–1926, in: Schwäbische 
Heimat, 47. Jahrgang Heft 4 (Okt.–Dez.1996) S. 396–401. Ferner auf 

Homepage http://www.steiger-burgrieden.de . 

35) Im Besitz des Verf. 

36) Wie Anm. 20. 

37) Zwei etwa gleichaltrige Verwandte von ihm, beide ebenfalls Urenkel 
von Heinrich Steiner (1794– 1885), Heinrich Steiner (geb.1895) und Julius 

Regensteiner (geb.1897), waren gefallen. Julius Steiner (Bruder von 
Heinrich) kam nach drei Jahren Dienst unverletzt nach Hause zurück. Vgl. 

SCHAELL, Ernst: Deutsche Soldaten jüdischen Glaubens aus einer 
württembergischen Kleinstadt. In: Schwäbische Heimat 49. Jg. Heft 4 

(Okt.–Dez.1998) S. 433–441. 

38) Original des Meisterbriefs im Privatarchiv. 

39) Vgl. GIMBEL, Louis Steiner 3rd: Steiner. Broschüre, neue Auflage, 

New York (S.S. Steiner, Inc.) 2004 (Ursprünglich veröffentlicht 1982) S. 
48, 51. 

40) Ein Bild von 1926 zeigt ihn im „Kontor“ neben der legendären „Tante 

Hedwig“, die damals das Geschäft führte. Über Hedwig Steiner vgl. den 
im Druck befindlichen Vortrag des Verf. an den Laupheimer Gesprächen 

von 2004: „Hedwig Steiner-Reinemann (1868–1952), Bewährung in Krieg 

und Frieden“. 

41) Vgl. EMMERICH Beth Ha-Sefer (loc.cit.) S. 76 und 77/78; HAHN, 
Joachim: Jüdisches Leben in Ludwigsburg. Geschichte, Quellen und 

Dokumentation. Karlsruhe (Braun) 1998 S. 512/13; HECHT, 
Cornelia/KÖHLERSCHMIDT, Antje (Hrsg.): Die Deportation der Juden aus 

Laupheim. Eine kommentierte Datensammlung, Geiselmann Druck 

http://www.dersteiger.de/
http://www.steiger-burgrieden.de/
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Laupheim 2004, S. 17, 30; NEIDLINGER, Karl: Beitrag „Hedwig und Irma 
Einstein, Ulmer Straße 54“, in diesem Band. 

42) Laut Inschrift seiner Großvaters Simon L.Steiner in einem alten 

Gebetbuch (im Privatarchiv). 

43) Siehe STRAUSS, Walter (Hrsg.): Lebenszeichen. Juden aus 

Württemberg nach 1933. Gerlingen (Bleicher Verlag) 1982, S. 295. 

44) Vgl. den Artikel vom gleichen Tag in der Frankfurter Zeitung vom 
Samstag, 22. April 1933, Nummer 297–298 S. 2: „Die neuen Richtlinien 

der Deutschen Turnerschaft“. 

45) Brief an Gewerbeschulrat Eduard Eisele, erster Vorstand des 

Turnvereins Laupheim, vom 22. April 1933 (Originalkopie im Privatarchiv). 

46) Vgl. Katholisches Kirchenblatt Laupheim, 85. Jg., Nr. 25 (15. 6. 2008) 
und 26 (22. 6. 2008). 

47) Siehe den Nachruf in: Gallus-Stadt 1990. Jahrbuch der Stadt St. 
Gallen, hrsg. von Zollikofer AG/ St. Galler Tagblatt, S. 232. 

48) Siehe NEIDLINGER, Karl: Artikel „Familie Julie Bergmann 

geb.Steiner“, in diesem Band S. 93. 

49) Siehe STRAUSS (loc.cit.) S. 295. 

50 )Vgl. GIMBEL (loc.cit.) S. 54/55. 

51) Brief an den Verfasser vom 11. 9. 1995. 

52) Vgl. BERGMANN, John H./SCHÄLL, Ernst: Der gute Ort. Die Geschichte 
des Laupheimer jüdischen Friedhofs im Wandel der Zeit. In: Ulmer Forum, 

Heft 68 (Winter 1983/84) S. 46. 

53) Siehe BERGMANN/SCHÄLL (loc.cit.) S.44. Zum Kriegerdenkmal vgl. 
BRAUN (loc.cit.) Bd.II 1988 

54) S. 192–94; SCHÄLL (loc.cit. Soldaten 1998) S. 439/40; SCHÄLL, 
Ernst: Der jüdische Friedhof in Laupheim. In: Schwäbische Heimat Jg. 47 

Heft 4 (Okt.–Dez.1996) S. 413–14; SCHAELL, Ernst: Friedrich Adler. 
Leben und Werk. Hrsg. von Landrat Peter Schneider, MdL, Bad Buchau 

(Federsee-Verlag) 2004, S. 52, 57. 

55) So z.B. überbrachte ihm am 25. 8. 1977 BM Otmar Schick mit 

Delegation das neu erschienene Werk von Georg Schenk mit der 
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Widmung: „Unserem lieben treuen Laupheimer Herrn Helmut Steiner in 
dankbarer Verbundenheit“. 

56) Vgl. den Nachruf in: Gallus-Stadt 1993. Jahrbuch der Stadt St. Gallen, 

hrsg. von Zollikofer AG/ St. Galler Tagblatt, S. 274/75. 

57) Siehe Schwäbische Zeitung vom 13. 6. 1992, Der Neue Laupheimer 

Anzeiger vom 17. 6. 1992. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

STERN, Ludwig,  
cattle trade, 19 Bronner Strasse 

  

Translated by: Simon Jönsson, Lisa Schartner, Anita Ahmadpour, Elena 

Pozzoni 
Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez, 

Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung  
 

ELISABETH RÖHRICH 

 

Rosalie Stern, née Stern (grandmother), born January 7,  1851, 
died January 7, 1937, widow of David Stern 

Ludwig Stern, born April 13, 1874, deported to Theresienstadt 

on August 19, 1942, died September 21, 1942 OO Ida, née 
Fuchs, born July 8, 1880, died in 1935 

Benno, born March 5, 1907, immigrated to the USA on March  
19, 1940  

[Ludwig's brother: Jakob, aka Benno, born February 4, 1884, 
died  March 25, 1945 in Theresienstadt.]  

 



 

 

671 
 

A society of young Jewish men around 1900. According to 
documents found in the estate of John Bergmann, Ludwig Stern 

is the second one to the right (at the back).1 But the photo on 
his trade licence (p.510) suggests that Ludwig Stern is perhaps 

the man to the top left. (Photo: Leo Baeck Institut, NY)  

The Stern family came from Michelbach an der Lücke in the district of 

Hunsrück. Wolf Stern, Ludwig Stern's grandfather, was a merchant and 

teacher. He left Michelbach and moved to Laupheim to marry Eva 
Kaufmann in 1839. She was the daughter of the sixth rabbi. Between 

November 1840 and December 1855, approximately 14 years, they had 
14 children. Four of them did not survive their first year. Another stroke of 

fate was the death of their son Josef who was only 20 years old.2 He 
drowned while swimming in the Riss River in the summer of 1868. His 

poetic epitaph says: 

 

“He was twenty years old, and on the second day, on the 2nd of 
Tammuz of the year 628, he went swimming in the Riss River, 

and the water reached his soul and thus it was no more, for God 
took it…”3 

Wolf Stern fathered 14 children and reached the age of 90. His epitaph 
describes him as a “wise man who had much knowledge of books […] and 

who was old and enjoyed many days”.4 But his wife Eva only reached the 
age of 53.  
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Their oldest son David was a merchant like his father. In 1872, he married 
Rosalie Stern, who came from Michelbach like David’s father, Wolf. Due to 

the fact that they shared the same family name and came from the same 
place, it can be assumed that they had family ties. 

 

David and Rosalie were blessed with five children. The family was living in 

Bronner Strasse, in a house that now has the number 19. Their oldest son 
Saul immigrated to the USA already in 1889. Their youngest son Jakob, 

who was also called Benno, remained unmarried and was unemployed. He 
lived in Hanover for some time. One of their daughters, Eva Emma, 

married a member of the Heilbronner family and stayed in Laupheim. 

Their daughter Peppi spent her life in Switzerland.5 

 

Their second son Ludwig joined his father’s business which was a cattle 
and horse trade. He married Ida Fuchs, who came from Buttenwiesen. 

They lived in his parents’ house together with their only son Benno, who 
was born on March 5, 1907. When Benno was six years old, his 

grandfather died; that was one year before the outbreak of the First World 
War.  

 

On July 11, 1917, during the First World War, Ludwig received his call up 

papers with an order to report as gunner in the 65th Artillery Regiment 
with its headquarters in Ludwigsburg. On September 28, 1917, he was 

probably discharged, as he was already 43 years old.6  

 

His son Benno went to the secondary school Progymnasium in Laupheim 

and successfully completed schooling in March 1923. Progymnasium must 
refer to the Realschule with a Latin department (Realschule mit 

Lateinabteilung, as was the school’s official name). 

 

 

(Laupheimer Verkündiger, March 19, 1923) 
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(Laupheimer Verkündiger, May 
10, 1924)8 

 

(Laupheimer Verkündiger, 

November 27, 1925)9 

  

Ludwig Stern was not only dedicated to the cattle trade, but he was also 

active in the construction industry of Laupheim. As reported by the 
Laupheimer Verkündiger on May 10, 1924, he was chair of the 

Baugenossenschaft that held its annual general meetings in the hotel Post. 
Already on December 5, 1925, there was discussion about dissolving the 

Baugenossenschaft, which was also announced by the Laupheimer 
Verkündiger. The year 1935 saw the beginning of difficult times for Ludwig 

Stern. His wife Ida died in January that year at the age of 55. Two years 
later, his mother Rosalie died at the age of 86.10 From then on, the family 

living at 13 Bronner Strasse only consisted of Ludwig and his 28 year old 
son Benno who was still unmarried. In the directory of Laupheim of 1938, 

Benno is also listed as a merchant. That is, he was also a part of his 
father’s trade.11 In March 1938, Ludwig Stern had his trade licence 

renewed again; he was 64 at the time.  

Just a few months later, systematic repression of the Jewish businesses 

began, which literally meant the elimination of their existence. In early 

November, the situation for Jewish traders escalated sharply. On 
November 9, 1938, during the Kristallnacht, Benno was taken from his 

house and was deported from Laupheim to Dachau along with 17 other 
young Jewish men. There they were held in “protective custody”.13 

49 years later, in 1987, Benno Stern wrote a letter to Ernst Schäll 
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describing the inhumane detention conditions in Dachau. He gave a 
detailed description of the misery and distress of the prisoners and the 

harassment of the SS, which resulted in a chronic intestinal disorder from 
which he was never cured. Once in January 1939, “we had to stand still in 

the cold and woe betide anyone whom the SS saw moving. […] Many 
people died during those two days.” 14 

 

  

  

Trade licence card for Ludwig Stern, issued by the Landrat in Laupheim.12 

Due to his illness, Benno Stern was unable to undertake long trips. In 

1988, he had to decline the invitation to go to Laupheim, which he 

regretted very much. Benno Stern was one of the last leaving Dachau in 
1939.  

According to reliable sources, the prisoners were only released from 
“protective custody” after having fulfilled certain requirements. They were 

forbidden to speak about the detention conditions, forced to sell their 
possessions and to leave Germany.15 Approximately one year later, Benno 

immigrated to the USA on March 19, 1940.16 Ludwig was the only member 
of the family who remained in Laupheim. Inevitably, the 66 year old man 

became a victim of the NS regime.  
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He had to abandon his house and he was forced to relocate in the 
rabbinate at 2 Judenberg, which had been converted into a Jewish 

retirement home.17 His younger brother had also been forced to relocate 
from Hanover to Laupheim into the rabbinate on July 4, 1942. But from 

then on, all traces of him are lost. The only thing we know is that he died 
on March 25, 1945.  

Ludwig Stern was deported to Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942, where 
he died on February 23, 1943.18 

After his death, the Nazi government repossessed the entire property of 
the Stern family consisting of their house, barn, stables, various plots of 

land and a pasture in Taubenried.  

After the war had ended, Benno Stern, as the only heir, applied for the 
restitution of his family’s properties. His petition was accepted and thus 

Benno Stern was listed in the register as the owner of the aforementioned 
properties. At that time, he was living in Forest Hills, New York.  

 

In October 1952, the properties were resold to Franz and Maria Kölle from 

Mietingen.  

To this day, the Kölle family lives in the house in the Bronner Strasse that 

today has the number 19.19 
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Sources: 

1) John-Bergmann-Nachlass, Leo-Baeck-Institut, New York, 1984. 

2) John-Bergmann-Nachlass. Microfilm No 1834, S.132, 315. 

3) Hüttenmeister, N.: Der jüdische Friedhof Laupheim. Laupheim 1989. S. 

240. 

4) Hüttenmeister N. S. 367. 

5) John-Bergmann-Nachlass. Microfilm No 1834 S.132, 315. 

6) Erinnerungsblatt 1. Weltkrieg 1914–1918 für die israelitische 

Gemeinde, HdG, 2003/0084/09/01 

7) Laupheimer Verkündiger, 19. März 1923. 

8) Laupheimer Verkündiger, 10. Mai 1924. 

9) Laupheimer Verkündiger, 27. November 1925. 

10) John-Bergmann-Nachlass. Microfilm No 1834, S. 132, 315. 

11) Adressbuch Stadt Laupheim, 1938. 

12) Staatsarchiv Sigmaringen, Wü 126/2, Finanzamt Biberach Nr. 1–19. 

13) Hecht, C., Köhlerschmidt, A.: Die Deportation der Juden aus 

Laupheim. Laupheim 2004. S. 10, 23. 

14) Hecht, C., Köhlerschmidt, A. S. 26. 

15) Hecht, C., Köhlerschmidt, A. S. 23. 

16) John-Bergmann-Nachlass. Microfilm N0 1834, S.132, 315. 

17) Hecht, C., Köhlerschmidt, A. S. 91. 

18) Hecht, C., Köhlerschmidt, A. S. 117. 

19) Staatsarchiv Sigmaringen, Wü 126/2 Finanzamt Biberach Nr. 1–19. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

STERNSCHEIN, 

Hermann,  
Restaurant "Zum Kronprinzen", 

70 Kapellenstrasse  

  

Translation by: Markus Ganser  

  

ROLF EMMERICH  

 

 Hermann Sternschein, born October 11th, 1882 in 
 Ullstadt/Mittelfranken, died October 1957 in New York City/USA, 

 OO 1. Babette Sternschein, née Friedberger, born June 18th, 

 1885 in Laupheim, died June 30th, 1933, 

 OO 2. Else Sternschein née Hellmann, born January 6th, 1906 in 

 Gunzenhausen, died June 1979 in New York City/USA. 

 – Max, born February, 23rd, 1911, died 1975, New York City/USA, 

 – Kurt Sternschein   (in Israel: David Sohari), born November 

 22nd, 1919; lives in Ramot Meir/Israel, died in January 01th, 2015 

 – Ilse Sternschein (in Israel: Esther Chafri), born August 28th 
 1922, died Nov. 2002, Kibbutz Maabarot/Israel, 

 – Ruth Bechhofer, born January 13th, 1937; lives in New York 
 City/USA 
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Hermann and Babette Sternschein (Hermann Sternschein in the car, next 

to it, his wife Babette and their children, Kurt and Ilse, 1925). 

  

In 1910, Babette and Hermann Sternschein took over the property with 

the restaurant „Zum Kronprinzen“ (Crown Prince) from Babette’s parents, 
Max and Klara Friedberger (property known as Greek restaurant “Alexis 

Sorbas” since 1978).  Hermann Sternschein was already experienced in 
wine trading, and he managed to increase the business after various 

purchase and sale business trips. Wine was delivered in big casks and 
then filled into bottles and smaller casks to finally be sold to restaurants 

and private persons. To support the company, Sternschein employed the 
barrel maker Mr. Els and the accountant Samuel Rosenberger in the 

twenties. A visible sign for the economic success was Hermann 
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Sternschein’s Opel 
“Laubfrosch” (tree-frog) 

Convertible (see photo), 
which he used for business 

trips to distant suppliers and 
customers. 

A small incident, reported by 
Sternschein’s son David 

Sohari, shows how strict the 
family rules were. During 

lunch time, the children were 
not allowed to talk at all. 

Once during a family lunch, 
when Max was around ten 

years old, he was sent to the 
cellar to fill a jug of wine. It 

took him a while to return and 
when he returned he tried to 

urgently explain something 
with many words.   “Silence, 

we don’t talk during 

mealtime!” was his father’s 
loud reaction. Quite some 

time after lunch was over the 
son finally confessed why it 

had taken him so long to 
return to the table: “I couldn’t get the tap closed.”  What an embarrassing 

situation. Because of it, many liters of good wine were spilled on the cellar 
floor.  

 
With regards to the restaurant ‘Zum Kronprinzen’, Sternschein’s daughter 

Eshter Chafri reported: “The restaurant was known for its kosher cuisine, 
which was my mother’s home turf. Customers included people with a 

distinct taste, many of them Jews from the surrounding area. Many guests 
used to come for years and some of them turned into friends over time. 

The family and household were traditionally Jewish. The Jewish 

community held many festivities in the big ball room of the ‘Kronprinzen’. 
Even Jews from Ulm came to celebrate at our place.” 
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Hermann and Else Sternschein 

Two years after Hermann Sternschein’s first wife Else, née Friedberger, 
had passed away, he married Else Hellmann, who was 24 years his junior. 

(The photo shows the couple after their marriage at Lake Constance in 
1935.) At the beginning of 1937, Else gave birth to their daughter Ruth. 

The girl was the last baby to be born to the formerly large Jewish 
community of Laupheim. 

After 1933, the restaurant and wine 

trading were faced with massive 

boycotts and the formerly flourishing 
wine business came to a complete 

halt. This resulted in the economic 
ruin of the family. The big restaurant 

was subject to expropriation in 1936, 
and the family was forced into very 

humble living conditions. The new 
restaurant owners soon renamed the 

house to „Deutsches Haus“(German 
House), which for the Nazis was a 

perfect example of “successful 
aryanization“.  The family didn’t have 

enough to live, but too much to die”, 
is how David Sohari characterized this 

situation later. 

In the so-called Kristallnacht (Night of 

broken glass), Hermann Sternschein 
was threatened with a revolver, 

arrested and brought to the Dachau 
concentration camp together with 

other Jewish citizens from Laupheim.  
His hope that the medals once 

awarded to him for being a front-line soldier for four years during the First 
World War could save him were in vain.  After having been severely 

mistreated, he returned to Laupheim on Dec. 18, 1938 in poor condition. 

His daughter Esther Chafri wrote: „At the age of 55 he came back from 
the concentration camp, alive, but a mentally broken man. “  The regime 

tried to destroy the self-confidence of any Jewish individual. 
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Humiliations by the Nazis were 
ceaseless. Here’s a quote from 

the „Laupheimer Kurier“, dated 
September 7th, 1939, only a few 

days after the invasion of the 
German army in Poland; titled 

Jewish Insolence. “The Jew 
Sternschein, known all over 

town for his arrogant behavior, 
recently dared to greet a 

member of the German 

Wehrmacht with the German 
salute “Heil Hitler”, then asking 

him how things were going. 
Obviously, he thought that the 

soldier would not notice that he was a Jew and would start a conversation 
with him. Now, being in jail, Sternschein has enough time to think about 

his insolent attitude”. As a matter of fact, Hermann Sternschein was 
rigorously interrogated, but finally released after several days of arrest.  

Hermann Sternschein considered himself a German patriot. This is 
illustrated by the following advertisement: „We offer price reductions for 

Reichswehr forces”, which he announced in 1924. 

Staying in Laupheim was no longer an option: In 1939 Hermann and Else 

Sternschein felt forced to emigrate with their little daughter Ruth. The 
elder children had already left Germany. The required affidavits from the 

United States were hard to obtain. Carl Laemmle wrote that he had 
already done the utmost possible with signing 360 affidavits; finally 

support came from Else’s emigrated brother. At the beginning of 1940, 
Hermann Sternschein managed to emigrate to New York before his wife. It 

was always a humiliating procedure when Else Sternschein and her little 
daughter Ruth were called for audition at the Gestapo in Stuttgart, and 

only after several iterations did they manage to get the permission to 
emigrate. With a flight ticket to Madrid, mother and daughter got out of 

the country literally “last minute”. It was shortly before the USA entered 
into the war against Nazi Germany.  After that, emigration would not have 

been impossible any more. Simple jobs such as cleaning services kept the 

family alive. „My father didn’t have a good ending in America“, said his 
son David later. 
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Max Sternschein 

After graduating from school, he completed a commercial training in a 
leather company in Ulm. He had a job there until it was forbidden by the 

Nazis. 

After the 1938 November pogroms, he was also arrested, and taken into 
“protective custody” from Ulm to the Dachau concentration camp. After 

having been released in early 1939, he emigrated to New York. We could 
not find out more about his further fate. 

Kurt Sternschein, later known in Israel 
as  Israel David Sohari 

 

„Until 1933 it was beautiful; we really loved our home town Laupheim“, 
This is how David put it even after 60 years abroad.  David Sohari (Kurt 

Sternschein) and Ilana Sohari, Ramot Meir/Israel 
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Kurt Sternschein attended the Jewish elementary school together with 
Siegfried Einstein, and from 1929 secondary school. He used to play 

soccer with the local talents Rudolf Rechtsteiner and Emil Esswein. 

For two years he attended a trade school in Ulm and received business 
training at the company Sternweiler und Schlesinger (Herbo). According to 

David, the hatred could be felt in the air soon after 1933. It could be 

heard in horrible and racist songs. “Things got worse overnight”, he said 
later. He took a job with the Jewish farmer Hermann Nördlinger in 

Buttenhausen which allowed him to prepare himself for emigration. 

There it was better and calmer than in Ulm. “You tried to get your daily 
bread“, he had recalled.  

Before he turned 16 years old, he 
joined the Youth Aliyah to get to 

Erez, Israel. He went from Karlsruhe 
to Marseille by train and continued 

the rest of the journey by ship. 

“Thanks to the emerging hatred in 
Germany I was warned and saved”, 

is how he put it later. In the 
beginning, he lived and did farm 

work in the Kibbutz Tel Josef and Tel 

Hai. It was a life of hardship and 
hunger. He soon wanted to return to 

Laupheim. This is what he wrote to 
his father in 1937. “Stay where you 

are and eat dry bread”, was the 
immediate response. David managed 

his way through these years. Then, 
he met his wife Ilona who was born 

in Berlin. In 1948 they married in the young state of Israel. On May 28th, 
1949 their son Ruben was born. Ilona suffered from the displacement her 

whole life. In a way, she had taken the very last train from Berlin in 1941.   

David Sohari settled in in the little village Ramot Meir close to Tel Aviv and 

became a farmer with land of his own. He ran a farm and agricultural 
business, which his son Ruben, a graduate of agricultural studies, 

continued intensely. Goods included, and continue to include flowers, rare 
exotic fruit, but also nectarines, peaches and citrus fruits. Up to today, 

they have continued to adjust the product offering to accommodate the 
market and wholesaler demands.   

In 1968, David and Ilona Sohari visited Germany for the first time after 

their emigration. They also went to Laupheim and Mannheim. In the latter 

city, they visited the writer Siegfried Einstein, his teenage friend from 
Laupheim. More Laupheim visits followed in 1987 and in 1988, when he 

http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/28e%20EINSTEIN%20Max.htm
http://www.gedenk-buch.de/KAPITEL/28e%20EINSTEIN%20Max.htm
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was officially invited with other Jewish citizens originating from Laupheim 
by the town authorities.  

Until his death, David was mentally vibrant and interested in getting news 

from Laupheim. “Before 1933, Laupheim was a paradise for me. With the 
Nazis all the beautiful things came to an end.” Sorrow sets the tone for 

the words that David Sohari used to express his youth under the name of 

Kurt Sternschein.  See the picture rigth from 2014.  

Ilse Sternschein, later known in Israel as 
Esther Chafri 

In 1933, when she was only eleven years old, her world broke apart. Her 

mother died and the Nazis destroyed their harmonic life in Laupheim.  

Whoever go to know her, cannot forget her. At least that’s what her 
friends and relatives said. She did not have an easy living, but she was an 

extraordinary person. She wrote: 

„In our town the Jewish elementary school went to the fourth grade. From 

the 5th grade on, there were secondary and junior high schools for those 
intending to continue their education. But after 1936 Jews were no longer 

allowed in these institutions. Already in the first years of the Nazi regime 
life became unsupportable, particularly in the small towns and villages, 

where everybody knew and observed everyone. Even my German (non-
Jewish) girlfriend gave up her relationship with me over time“.   

There was only one flaw on her report cards from 1933 on: the swastika 

on each page. She was an excellent student. Her school report was 
handed over to the Yad Vashem archive. Esther continues as follows: 

“When I graduated from school in 1936 after eight years of schooling, I 
wanted to learn professional sewing, but being Jewish I wasn’t allowed to 

attend the vocational college. So I started a job at a garment factory that 
was run by Jews. I was quite successful and earned good money, but this 

episode also came to an end. In a “clearance sale” the company got into 
“Aryan hands”. It was another severe blow for me and my family as we 

were forced by the Nazi regime to move to another house. 

Under these circumstances, every new day imposed another heavy load 

on the hearts of all of us. In the “Kristallnacht” my father was arrested. 
They brought him to the Dachau concentration camp. There, something 

happened that would leave a decisive mark on the future. Along with my 
father, they had also detained my Jewish ex-teacher, Mr. Heinz Säbel. He 

was a young and progressive man. It was he who could finally convince 
my father to allow his 16 year old daughter to join the Youth Aliyah and 

go to Erez, Israel. Nonetheless, he still acted against his inner feelings. 
„What is it you want in the desert”, was what he stated. But my elder 

brother (David) had already immigrated to Israel in 1936. 
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I remember having had a hard time fitting in to the new situation in the 
preparation camp north of Berlin. I had a strong Swabian accent and only 

a few people could understand me. Many times, my pronunciation alone 
gave way to outbursts of laughter. 

Despite having signed the papers, my parents were actually against my 
emigration to Israel.  They rather wanted me to go with them to the 

United States. However, I managed to go my way. 

I was among the youngest in the preparation group. On January 1st, 1939 
my father accompanied me on the way to Munich to say good bye, where 

I joined the group departing by train. I only saw him again shortly before 
his death. “ 

     

Esther and Ilitsch Chafri 
im Kibbuz Maabarot in 
Israel 

“In the beginning we lived in tents, later in 

shantytowns with 4 people per room”, 
reported Esther about the start in Israel. 

The Kibbutz Maabarot already had a 
children’s home with bullet-proof concrete 

walls when Esther started to work there in 
the early forties. For decades she was in 

charge of child care and education. In 

these times, all the children of the 
community lived almost all the time in the 

children’s home. Her husband Elijahu, 
nicknamed Ilitsch, was six years older and 

was the electrician of the Kibbutz until 
reaching retirement age.  In the first years, one of Ilitsch’s tasks was to 

fight the mosquitos. For weeks he was busy spraying poisonous 
“greengrass” dust in the swamps. Nevertheless, malaria continued to be 

the major plague in the pioneer years. 

Esther and Ilitsch were highly respected in their community. As active 

members they contributed largely to the change from the originally 100% 
agriculture-based Kibbutz to an economic community geared towards 

industrial production of food and pharmaceuticals. Today, beautiful family 
houses, a swimming pool, a school, and a community center are visible 

signs of the commitment of the community members. 
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Their daughter Rea Davisch lives with her family in Maabarot; the other 
daughter Orit Dalman lives in the neighbor town Nathania. Their son Ilan 

Chafri moved with his family to Philadelphia in the United States. 

  

Ruth und Guenther Bechhofer 

Ruth was the last child born to the Jewish community of Laupheim. 

“Why do these men look so evil?” asked little Ruth when she and her 

mother had to show up again at the Gestapo office in Stuttgart attempting 
to get the required permits for emigration. As she could not find an 

appropriate baby sitter in Laupheim, Ruth’s mother always had to take the 
little girl with her on these repeated trips to the demeaning auditions in 

Stuttgart. 

Six months after Hermann Sternschein had left the country, Else and their 

little daughter could finally follow him. A flight to Madrid was the late 
rescue. From there it was by train to Lisbon and then by ship to New York. 

It’s hard to imagine such a journey taking place at the beginning of the 
Second World War. 

Ruth grew up in NYC. The German language was a no go, that’s how the 

little child experienced it. Every time her father picked her up at the 

Kindergarten, he had to speak English. “If you speak German with me, I’m 
going to run away”, was her usual 

threat. 

After school and vocational training 
she worked in school administration, 

lastly as assistant director at a large 
school. She has visited Germany 

several times, with Laupheim being a 
special destination. She has developed 

many good contacts and friendly 

relationships with some of the 
Laupheim residents from these visits. 

Guenther Bechhofer from Bechhofen/F 
ranken, born in 1927, is still a high 

school teacher for American literature 
and history. 

  

Else and Ruth Sternschein, approx. in 
1948. 
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Ruth and Guenther Bechhofer. 

Ruth and Guenther lead a culturally active life and are well informed in 
many respects. They live consciously in the Jewish tradition, for which 

New York City provides the right prerequisites. 

For many years, Ruth has been a passionate Big Apple greeter, providing 
exciting city tours for tourists to show them the particularities of the city. 

Anyone participating in these excursions can feel that she loves to live in 
NYC and experience the stories she tells in her charming and lively way. 

Special credit goes to the relatives of the Sternschein family, who were all 
willing to provide information and their knowledge as well as the photos 

for this documentation. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

TREITEL, 

Rabbiner-Familie,  
1 Synagogenweg  

  

Translated by: Assia-Sophie Cheurfi, Fabiola Hack, Tobias Mrozek,  

Patricia Pienski, Katja Sonnen and Margarita Sonnenberg 

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne, Flynn-Diez, 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

  

ROLF EMMERICH  

 

 Dr. Leopold Treitel, rabbi, born January 7, 1845 in Breslau, died 
 March 4, 1931 in Laupheim, married Rebecca Treitel neé Brann, 

 born October 10, 1856 in Schneidemuehl, died October 5, 1936 in 

 Laupheim 

 -    Dr. Otto Treitel, born May 16, 1887 in Karlsruhe, died October 
 8, 1949 in Philadelphia/PA-USA 

 -    Dr. Emil Treitel, born August 8, 1889 in Karlsruhe, died 

 November 23, 1963 in Maspeth/NY-USA 

 -    Erich Treitel, born January 21, 1897 in Laupheim, died August 

 28, 1982 in Buenos Aires/Argentina 

 

  

 

After Rebecca Treitel’s death in October 1936 Erich Treitel wrote in his 

diary: “With the death of our beloved mother my homeland is now 
completely lost“. At that time he had been an immigrant for three years. 
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A further note says: „Back then I lost my fatherland and today I lost my 
home as well, now there’s nothing left“. Soon after this, there were no 

longer any members of this family left in Germany.  

Leopold Treitel first studied philosophy and history in his hometown 
Breslau. In 1869 he completed his doctoral thesis on the ancient Jewish 

philosopher Philo of Alexandria. In addition to his studies at the university, 

he attended the Institute of Jewish Studies in Breslau, where he 
graduated in 1876 and then became a rabbi. 

In 1872 the rabbi’s future wife Rebecca, neé Brann, came to Breslau at 

the age of 16 from Schneidemuehl in West Prussia for training at the 
female teacher’s seminary. Two years later she graduated with straight 

A’s. At her Bat Mitzvah her father, the Rabbi Salomon Brann, gave her the 
blessing: “For wisdom always strive, my daughter; but know: Only piety 

can bless your life“. Her way of life seems to have been embodied in this 
blessing.  

During this time Rebecca’s brother, Marcus Brann, studied alongside 
Leopold Treitel at the Institute of Jewish Studies. Clearly, this was when 

Rebecca first met her future husband. Leopold Treitel and Rebecca Brann 
got married in Schneidemuehl on May 30, 1882. The young rabbi held 

office in Briesen, West Prussia. Afterwards, from 1884-1894 he worked as 
a deputy for the rabbi in Karlsruhe, capital of Baden-Wuerttemberg. Their 

sons, Otto and Emil were born there in 1887 and 1889. 

In addition to his responsibilities as a rabbi, Dr. Treitel taught religion 

at    several schools in Karlsruhe. He wrote many books on biblical themes 
for educational purposes, such as „Rahab, die Seherin von Jericho“. A 

copy can be found at the museum of Laupheim. 

The Treitel’s concern for the positive development of youth led to their 
working together for this cause. They founded a boarding school in 

Karlsruhe in order to provide secondary education for Jewish students 
coming from the areas outside of town. During this time young girls, 

including Jewish girls were admitted to secondary schools in Karlsruhe for 

the first time. This was noteworthy because up until this point women 
were not allowed to study at universities in Germany.  
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Leopold and Rebecca Treitel. 

The boarding school, which was 

right next to the family’s home, 
must have been a real challenge 

for Rebecca Treitel, especially 
since she had two small sons. 

Clearly, educating youth and 
service to the community was 

very important to her. 

  

 

 

 

Laupheim 

In March 1895, the Treitel family moved to Laupheim to seek new purpose 
in life. Dr. Leopold Treitel had been elected Laupheim’s new rabbi. 

Contemporaries reported that the Treitel family was ceremoniously 
collected via carriage at the train station in Laupheim. Their third son, 

Erich Josef, was born two years after their arrival in Laupheim. By now 
Leopold and Rebecca Treitel were central figures in the very lively Jewish 

community. In addition to his commitments at the synagogue, Dr. Treitel 
also presided over the Chevra Kadisha and the parish council, and taught 

religion classes.  

In Laupheim he finally found time to continue working on his scholarly 

life’s work: Theology and Philosophy of the ancient Philosopher Philo of 
Alexandria. This fundamental topic is a recurrent theme in his academic 

research. Furthermore, he published dozens of articles on Jewish 
theological and historical issues in the Monatsschrift für Geschichte und 

Wissenschaft des Judentums, which supported a line of historically critical 
reforms in Germany. Over and above that, he wrote for the Israelitischen 

Gemeindeblatt für Wuerttemberg about some of pressing questions of the 
time. Early on Leopold Treitel was worried and alarmed by the growing 

anti-Semitism in Germany. 
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Emil, Erich and Otto Treitel (from the left) 
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The habits of this scholar were often described in newspaper articles, such 
as his penchant for walking through town with a long coat and a hat. The 

Rabbi did not take himself too seriously though and was able to laugh 
heartily when his appearance was imitated accurately and realistically, for 

instance at local festivals such as Purim.  

In Addition to Rebecca Treitel’s duties of raising and educating their sons 

and running the household of the rabinnate on her own, she also took 
care of many other tasks. For decades, she was chair of the charitable 

Jewish women’s association, took care of the book club’s library and 
established a Sunday school for girls. Beyond the Jewish community, Mrs. 

Rabbi, as she was called in Laupheim, was also very active, especially at 
the local German Red Cross. The imperial Verdienstmedaille that she 

received in honor of her service at the beginning of 1914 documents this.  

A photograph from the First World War taken in 1916, shows the 60-year-
old amongst wounded soldiers in front of a temporary military hospital of 

the local German Red Cross. She was awarded the Königlich-

Wuerttembergische Charlottenkreuz for her outstanding commitment in 
1916. 

The difficult years of the First World War caused great suffering for the 

Jewish community of Laupheim. Rabbi Treitel had to console many a 
familiy of fallen soldiers. On Jewish holidays he would regularly write 

letters of encouragement to his community members who were soldiers 
on the front. It is very striking that his letters were not written in the 

typical military style common for this era. The worries of the Treitel family 
remained hidden, despite the fact that all three of their sons were fighting 

on the front line of the war.  

 

  
Emil, Rebecca, Rabbi 

Dr. Leopold, Otto and 
Erich Treitel. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rebecca Treitel’s brother, the rabbi and historian Professor Marcus Brann, 
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passed away in Breslau in 1920. This was a drastic loss for Rebecca and 
Leopold Treitel, both of whom had had lively personal and academic 

correspondence with him, especially regarding Dr. Treitel’s publications. At 
that time Leopold Treitel was occupied with writing his concluding 

monograph "Gesamte Theologie und Philosophie Philos von Alexandria" . 
In 1923 thanks to the expert help of his energetic wife, his works were 

published. Seventy-eight year old Leopold Treitel the last rabbi of 
Laupheim retired in the same year of his publication, but continued to 

reside at the rabbinate.   

Soon the times began to change. In the former federal state of 

Wuerttemberg there had already been anti-Semitic attacks in the mid-
1920s. In 1924 the Jewish community had already held an information 

meeting against the local Nazi propaganda. Thanks to rabbi Treitel’s good 
connections to the two churches and the local priests, it was possible to 

have the meeting in the Catholic community hall. It is noteworthy that the 
Nazis did not have a high resonance in Laupheim until 1933. 
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Rebecca Treitel next to the memorial of the fallen soldiers at the Jewish 

cemetery on Totensonntag in 1932. For the last time on this day, the 
fallen Jewish soldiers (1914-1918) from Laupheim were honored by the 

Laupheim choirs and city officials at a memorial service.  

Rebecca Treitel published religious books for young adults; she wrote 

about Jewish life in German and Swiss magazines concerning basic 
everyday topics for many years. Her texts insightfully described events 

and ambitions of both the young and old in local synagogue communities. 
The bible school for girls, which she ran in the rabbinate until a few weeks 

before her death, was clearly popular. Esther Chafri told me many years 
later, “We discussed many biblical topics but thanks to her I also learned 

to appreciate Schiller and Heine.” The Jewish book club’s large library was 
quite helpful. 

Mrs. Rabbi also put her strong educational talent to good use by giving 

free tutoring classes preferably in English, French and Latin. Next to her 

love for literature she had a soft spot for flowers. She could not resist a 
flowerpot in return for her tutoring. 

Even though the grandparents became frail as they aged their 

grandchildren still visited them during their school breaks. Rebecca’s 
grandchildren described her as an especially interesting playmate. 

Rabbi Treitel died two months after his 86th birthday. His sons and their 
wives arrived just in time to say the last Jewish prayer for him. With the 

attendance of many mourners, several rabbis, and the local Christian 
priests Dr. Leopold Treitel was carried to his grave on March 5, 1931. At 

that time Rebecca Treitel was on bed rest due to a fever. After her 
husband’s death, she spent another five years being a central figure in the 

lives of her sons, grandchildren and Laupheim’s Jewish community. 
Working with young adults was still very important to her. The growing 

discrimination against Jews even in Laupheim after 1933 alarmed her, 
which brought about conversations and poems in which she sought 

answers to the causes and reasons. She passed away just before her 80th 
birthday, still in full mental health. She had thoughtfully said her 

goodbyes to her family in her last will, and in letters written to her family.  

Rebecca Treitel had wished for a family tomb with her husband, which was 

not only beyond common Jewish tradition but was also a novelty at the 
Jewish cemetery. 
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Dr. Otto Treitel 

Born in Karlsruhe on May 16, 1887, Otto was the eldest son of the rabbi 
Treitel. He attended the Jewish primary school and then the local Latin 

school in Laupheim. He graduated from high school in Ulm and afterwards 
studied mathematics and physics in Munich. He received his doctorate just 

before the First World War. 

Due to his outstanding qualifications he was commissioned to locate 
enemy artillery positions for which the measurement and calculation of 

sound waves played an important role. It is quite intriguing that his 

nephew Dr. Sven Treitel later worked as a geophysicist using similar 
methods of measurement. 

After the war, Otto Treitel went on to study Botany and received his 

doctorate in this discipline as well. After his time as a teaching assistant at 
the Hochschule, it became evident that already during the Weimar 

Republic it was nearly impossible for a Jew to become a professor. Instead 
Otto Treitel found a position as a teacher at a secondary school for girls in 

Berlin; far below his qualification level. 

On July 29, 1934 he married his hometown sweetheart Elsbeth Einstein, 

the youngest sister of Herta Nathorff. It turned out to be the last wedding 
of Laupheim’s Jewish community.  

Front row, from the left: Heinz Neudorff, Dr. Herta Nathorff, born Einstein, 
Rebecca Treitel, the boy in the middle: Werner Treitel, Arthur Emil 

Einstein and Mathilde Einstein (parents of the bride). 

Back row, from the left: Dr. Emil Treitel, Grete Treitel (his wife), the bride 
and groom Elisabeth, born Einstein, and Dr. Otto Treitel, two unknown 

women, in front Eva Treitel (12 years), Sofie Pauson, born Einstein, and 
her husband Martin Pauson, rightmost: Hans Treitel. 



 

 

696 
 

 



 

 

697 
 

 

After the Reichskristallnacht, Otto Treitel was deported to the 
concentration camp Sachsenhausen. His cruel “treatment“ ended on 

December 21, 1938. After several months of delay, the childless couple 
managed to immigrate to the United States in 1939. The film studio 

pioneer, Carl Laemmle had drawn up the affidavit already in 1938, which 

had made it possible for them to enter the country. Luckily, no one at the 
consulate realized that Carl Laemmle had already died on September 24, 

1939. 

In the United States, Otto Treitel received numerous opportunities to 
research botany. In the end he worked as a research professor at the 

University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, where he specialized in the 
elasticity of plant substances.  

Translated excerpt from the magazine Aufbau, New York in October 1949: 

“Professor Dr. Otto Treitel died October 8th in Philadelphia, PA. Initially a 
mathematician, he later turned toward sciences. After his expulsion from 

Berlin he worked as a teaching assistant and researcher at the State 
Universities of Michigan and Pennsylvania. His numerous scientifically and 

medically important works, on the topic of elasticity, received much 
accolade from his fellow researchers. The general public knew him 

through the excursions he led through nature.” 

  

Dr. Emil Treitel 

Emil was born August 8, 1889 in Karlsruhe, Baden. After his family moved 

to Laupheim, he attended the Jewish primary school and the Latin school. 
He graduated in Ulm and afterwards studied Medicine and Dentistry in 

Munich where he received his doctorate in July 1914. 

As a volunteer during the First World War, 1914-1918, he was a field 

doctor and then Oberstabsarzt; he received three medals of bravery 
including the EK I. Following 1919, he opened a thriving practice for 

orthodontics and dentistry in Berlin-Wilmersdorf. Around 1920, he married 
Margarete Cohn from Berlin-Koepenick. The couple had three children: 

Eva (1922), Hans later called Henry (1924), and Werner (1928). 

After 1935, the medical treatment of “Aryans“ was made more difficult for 

all Jewish doctors and finally fully prohibited. Emil had hoped to be spared 
further persecution by the Nazis due to his medals of bravery from the 

First World War; but after the Kristallnacht he was taken to the 
concentration camp Sachsenhausen. When he referred to his medals they 

were torn off of him. After two weeks of agonizing incertitude his wife 
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Grete wrote a pleading letter to the Gestapo asking for her husband’s 
release. Yet, he would still endure this wretched “treatment” for another 

four weeks.  

After his release from the concentration camp, he left Germany once and 
for all.  In early December 1939, days before his departure to Rotterdam, 

he   visited his parent’s grave in Laupheim one last time. He later wrote in 

a letter: 

“Just how many connections are there already between this little cemetery 
in  Laupheim and America? Who would have thought that we would end 

up there as welI. I can take nothing but the most essential appliances, 
linens and clothes. Nothing else.” 

With an affidavit already issued by Carl Laemmle in 1938, the family was 
able to enter the USA. In his letter Laemmle expressed his high esteem 

for the parents Dr. Leopold Treitel and his wife Rebecca. 

From 1944 onwards Dr. Emil Treitel worked as a doctor in Maspeth, NY. 
This was only possible because he had taken his USMLI (US doctoral 

exams) in the meantime. He died on November 23, 1963 in Maspeth. In 
his obituary in the Aufbau it states that he busied himself a great deal 

with Jewish issues and was active in the reform oriented, Abraham-
Geiger-Loge.  

 

Erich Treitel 

Erich was the youngest son of Rabbi Treitel born on January 21, 1897 in 
Laupheim. There, he attended the Jewish Volksschule and the 

Lateinschule. He graduated from high school in Ulm. 

Between 1914 and 1916 he studied Electrical Engineering at the 

Polytechnic, Nuremberg. After his state examination, the young engineer 
volunteered to join the Bavarian army. Due to his skilled expertise, he was 

assigned a position at the telegraph department of the army in Alsace, 
France. 

After the war, he worked for several companies in southern Germany, for 

instance at the Zeppelin factory in Friedrichshafen. Due to his war 
experiences he became an active pacifist and socialist. He joined the 

zionistic youth group Blau-Weiss, which he also promoted in Laupheim. At 

a Blau-Weiss excursion  Erich Treitel met his future wife Rosa Bloch from 
Gailingen. They got married in August 1926 and their son Sven was born 

in March 1929. 
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Erich ran an electric store in Freiburg until the Nazis seized power in 1933. 
Thanks to an acute political awareness, the young family swiftly decided 

to give up the shop and turn their backs to Germany.  At first Erich Treitel 
traveled by himself 

through Spain and 
Portugal until the 

family finally settled 
down in Palma de 

Mallorca and opened 
an electric store. 

However in July 

1936, the Spanish 
Civil War broke out. 

The leftwing oriented 
Erich Treitel was 

accused of spying by 
the fascists, being 

sentenced to death, 
but was miraculously 

freed with the help 
of the German 

consulate. 
Apparently there 

were some decent 
people among the 

diplomats.  

 

To get away from 

the turmoil of the 
Spanish Civil War, 

they traveled over Italy and headed for Argentina. Due to the fact that no 

visas were available, the young family had to live in various places in 
England, e.g. in London, for 15 months. After almost two years of moving 

from one place to another they finally arrived in Argentina. In Buenos 
Aires they had to build up a new life. The electrical engineer worked for 

General Electric; he later opened his own engineering office and became 
self-employed. As easy as this may sound, the emigration must have been 

immensely difficult for the whole family. 
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Erich Treitel died August 28, 1982 in Buenos Aires. Starting in the mid-
1960s, he often visited his hometown Laupheim. During these occasions 

he met with his old school friends. His parent’s gravestone also dates back 
to this time. Letters of gratitude from the mayor show that Erich Treitel 

donated more than once to charitable causes for the city of Laupheim. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

ULLMANN, Bernhard,  
Cattle Merchant, 2 Radstrasse 

 

Translated by Ernie Hunter 

DR. ANTJE KÖHLERSCHMIDT 

  
 Bernhard, known as Benno, Ullmann, born 19.1.1878 in 

 Haigerloch, emigrated 2.4.1941 to New York, USA, 
  

 OO Sarah, maiden name Bernheim, born 19.2.1886 in Laupheim, 
 emigrated 2.4.1941 to New York, USA, 

  

 - Sofie Ullmann, born 30.6.1911 in Haigerloch, emigrated 
 28.10.1937 to the USA. 
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The family name of Ullmann is quite possibly a name originating from the 
birth town of Ulm, where the earliest recorded settlement of Jews was in 

1291. After their expulsion in 1499 a new Jewish community was 
established in 1845/’46, which, as in Laupheim, was destroyed during the 

NAZI time. However the Jewish couple Siegmund and Resi Wegliein, nèe 
Regensteiner, who survived KZ Theresienstadt, did return to their home 

town. Over sixty years later a new Jewish community centre was 
established. The centre, opened in Ulm on 5 May 2002, was established 

by Israelis living in Ulm - adding to the cultural diversity of the town. 

  

  

Bernhard (Benno) Ullmann 

(Kreisarchiv Biberach) 

Jewish School 1895:  in the middle: 

Sarah Bernheim,  left:  Else 

Dworzan. 

 
Bernhard – known as Benno – Ullmann was born in Haigerloch on 19 

January 1878 and grew up there. In pursuit of his profession of cattle 
merchant he probably went as far as Upper Swabia, where he met his 

future wife, Sarah Bernheim, and was allowed to become further 

acquainted with her. She was the daughter of cattle merchant Jacob 
Leopold Bernheim (1856 – 1921) and Bertha Bernheim, nèe Nördlinger 

(1862 – 1913), and was born 19 February 1886 in Laupheim. The only 
photograph of her shows her as a pupil about nine years old in the 

Laupheim Jewish state school, where Adolf Gideon was a teacher at the 
time. 
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Neither the marriage nor their daughter’s birth are noted in the Family 
Register V in the Laupheim Registry Office and this is a sign that Bernhard 

Ullmann and Sarah Bernheim may well have married in 1910 in Haigerloch 
where the family of the bridegroom lived. Their only child, Sofie, was born 

in Haigerloch on 30 June 1911. The family remained there for a number of 
years before they moved into Sarah Ullmann’s (nèe Bernheim) parents’ 

house in Radstrasse 2 in Laupheim in 1918. Her father Jakob and her 
brother Theodor Bernheim also lived in the Ullmann’s house. The reason 

behind the move is not known. 

 

 

Bernhard Ullmann’s house 

and barn on the corner 

Radstrasse/Steinerstrasse. 
The barn has a heated 

room for a labourer and 
has hardly been altered.   
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Benno Ullmann had, as did his brother-in-law Theodor Bernheim, an entry 
in the “Directory of Laupheim’s Jewish war soldiers” organised by Jonas 

Weil. Apparently he had been in the reserve infantry regiments 111 and 
87 in Konstanz and Villingen as a conscripted soldier. His main service was 

on the western front where he fought in the murderous battles in the 
Vosges [northern France] and in Champagne. He was demobbed on 21 

September 1918. 
  

Although his father-in-law Jacob Leopold Bernheim was also a cattle 
merchant, Benno Ullmann founded his own firm, in his own name, of 

cattle breeders and merchants at Radstraße 2. The brick built house and 

stalls, with heated labourer’s room is still standing today. The stalls have 
been restored to their near original state by the current owner.  Nothing 

additional has been discovered about the business or private life of family 
Ullmann, similarly for their daughter Sofie Ullmann.  Although there are 

many photos of the Jewish school, Sofie is not on any of the photos. As a 
young lady, Sofie was an elected committee member of the Jewish youth 

group in Laupheim. After her school days Sofie became a typist and clerk 
and lived with her parents until her emigration to the USA on 28 October 

1937.  She went to New York together with two years younger Ilse 
Eppstein, while her parents remained in Laupheim - they were probably 

working towards following their only daughter. 
  

It always took months to acquire the necessary and numerous important 
documents and permits to emigrate to the USA including the essential 

Affidavit.  In the end it took nearly four years. 

  
During this time Benno Ullmann tried to continue his business as a cattle 

merchant, increasingly and systematically hindered and undermined by 
the mass of NAZI legislation and thus unable to earn a living.  In this 

context refer to the article by Emil Kahn. In addition to the large number 
of restrictions imposed by the NAZIs on Jewish cattle traders [principally 

affecting trading in towns, farmers yards and markets] was the withdrawal 
in October 1938 of the Authorisation Cards necessary to trade and travel.  

This meant that the remaining Jewish cattle merchants with their own 
cattle stalls were effectively forbidden to trade at all.  The original of the 

Authorisation Card of Benno Ullmann is now in the state archives of 
Biberach, from which the photo of Benno Ullmann was taken. 
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Translation of letter 31 May 1941: 
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“County Offices         

Biberach an der Riss, 31 May 1941 
No.: 6104 

  
Subject: State Secret Police [Gestapo] 

   Emmigration Section 
   Ulm a.D. 

  

To:  State Secret Police 
   State Police Section 

    Stuttgart 
  

Regarding letter 27 Nov 1939 
  II B 3/736/39 

Subject: Determination of emigration 
Reason: Completeness 

   The German national Benno Israel U-llmann, born 19 
Jan 1878 in Haigerloch, and his wife Selma Sara, nee 

Bernheim, born 19.2.1886 in Laupheim, resident of Laupheim, 
emigrated 2 April this year with their end destination being 

New York.  They are Jews.  Benno Israel Ullmann was twice 
punished:  20.- RM gold in 1935 for trading in animals outside 

the market place and 300.- RM gold in 1937 for sales tax 

evasion.  From a political perspective the Ullmann’s stayed 
“under our radar”. 

  
  It will be difficult to find out the reasons for their 

emigration. 
  

     On behalf of: 
  

  
     Registered Assessor” 

  

Their house in Radstrasse 2 was sold by brother in law Theodor Bernheim 

on 26 May 1939 to Andreas Linder, a worker. As Benno and Sarah 
Ullmann did not move before their emigration we can assume that, as 

required, their residential address was maintained until they emigrated.  
Eventually on 2 April 1941 they were able to leave NAZI Germany and 

emigrate to New York. The letter held in the archives of Biberach that the 
Ulm Secret State Police sent to Stuttgart, reveals two noteworthy facts 

apart from confirming their emigration. Benno Ullmann had previous 

convictions, although the first offence is shown as an administration 
offence. At the same time it was recognised that the Jewish couple had 

“difficulties” existing/living in NAZI Germany, which considering the NAZI 
harassment and the start a few months later of the systematic deportation 

of the German Jews from their heartland to the east and their murder, 
could be viewed as euphemistic. 
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Nothing has been discovered about the career and lives of Benno and 
Sarah Ullmann or their daughter Sofie in their new home. 

  
  

  
Sources: 

  
Hüttenmeister, Nathanja:   Der Jüdische Friedhof Laupheim.  Laupheim 

1998. S.554  Kreisarchiv Biberach 034 BüNr.3, Az 6130, 6104 – 7 
  

Estate of John Bergmann  5/24. Staatsarchiv Württemberg.  Wü 65/18 T 4 

  
Stadtarchiv Laupheim, FL 9811 – 9899 Ia. Standesamt Laupheim, 

Familenregister Band V 
  

Jonas Weil: “Verzeichnis von Kriegsteilnehmern der israelitischen 
Gemeinde Laupheim.”  Laupheim 1919 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

WALLACH, Karl, 

Mail order company for undergarments, 42 
Kapellenstrasse  

 

Translated by: Minou Moschtaghi, Katharina Beier, Anna Krogmann, 
Hannah Kehl, Katharina Kühner 

Supervisor: Dr. Robynne Flynn-Diez, 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg,  

Institut für Übersetzen und Dolmetschen Englischabteilung 

Dr. Antje Köhlerschmidt 
 

 
 Kalman, known as Karl, Wallach, born June 20, 1883 in 
 Bledowa/Galicia, died July 13, 1942 in Auschwitz, OO Rosa 

 Wallach, née Schneeweiß, born April 15, 1886 in Rzeszow, died 

 May 24, 1942 in Laupheim. 
 

 - Charlotte Wallach, born August 27, 1908 in Munich, survived the 
 Shoa in Hungary 

 
 - Leopold/Luitpold Wallach, born February 6, 1910 in Munich, 

 1939 immigration to the USA 
 

 - Saly Wallach, born November 16, 1912 in Munich, January 27, 
 1938 immigration to the USA 

 
 - Betty Wallach, born May 4, 1915 in Laupheim, died 1944 in KZ 

 Stutthof. 
  

 Relative of Rosa Wallach: Louis Snow, born March 15, 1871, 

 January 15, 1939 immigration to Philadelphia, USA. 
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First of all, it has to be mentioned that the history of the Wallach family 
and their fate during the Shoa are one of the most complex of the Jewish 

community in Laupheim. Two of the children and a relative managed to 
save their lives by emigrating, while one daughter could survive by hiding 

from the Nazis in Hungary. The youngest daughter and the father were 
deported and murdered. The mother escaped this fate due to a severe 

illness which eventually led to her death in Laupheim. More detailed 
information concerning the family will be provided in the course of this 

chapter. 

Because of their origin, the Wallach couple had an extraordinary position 

amongst the Jewish families who had been rooted in Laupheim over many 
generations. They were both from Galicia, a Polish-speaking region which 

belonged to the multinational Austro-Hungarian Empire at the end of the 
nineteenth and the beginning of the twentieth century. Kalman Wallach, 

usually called Karl, was born on June 20, 1883 in Bledowa and had been 
living in the German Empire since 1901. His wife Rosa Schneeweiß was 

born on April 15, 1886 in Rzeszow where the young couple also got 
married on October 9, 1907. Then they moved to Munich where their first 

daughter, Charlotte, was born on August 27, 1908. Kalman Wallach is 

listed in the city directory from 1910 with the address 11 
Fraunhoferstrasse and in the city directory from 1913 with the address 23 

Sommerstrasse.  
 

On February 6, 1910, their only son Leopold was born in Munich. The 
Wallach family moved to Laupheim in 1913 after their daughter Saly, their 

third child, was born on November 16, 1912. It was impossible to find out 
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how they had earned their living in Munich and why they moved to 
Laupheim. In fact, they had no relatives in Swabia. Betty, born on May 4, 

1915, was the only one of the four siblings to be born in Laupheim. 
According to the Adress- und Geschäftshandbuch (the city’s address and 

business directory) from 1925 the family probably lived in rented 
accommodation at 54 Ulmer Strasse.1 

Karl Wallach, father of four and only breadwinner of the family, marched 
into World War I on August 14, 1915, even though he did not have 

German citizenship at that time. This demonstrates how anxious he was to 
integrate into the German society and how patriotic he had already 

become. He served as an officer’s chef in the field artillery regiment 56 on 

the Front of Tyrol. After the defeat of World War I he was a prisoner of 
war in Italy and it is from here that he returned to Laupheim in December 

1919.2 

 

When applying for the family’s citizenship in Wurttemberg in the late 
1920s, he declared that the family of his wife Rosa Wallach, née 

Schneeweiß, had originally lived in Austria before immigrating to Galicia. 
Owing to the territorial changes stipulated in the Treaty of Versailles, 

Galicia belonged to Poland. Therefore, the Wallach family had Polish 
citizenship. In the course of the naturalization process they were released 

from their former citizenship and obtained Wurttemberg citizenship in 
1930.3 

 
In Laupheim the family earned their living with a so-called mail order 

company for undergarments and hosiery which Rosa and Karl Wallach had 

first opened at 54 Ulmer Strasse. In 1925 they relocated their shop to 
Kapellenstrasse and continued running their business in the erster Stock 

(second floor) of the tavern Zum Kreuz. As the illustrated bill shows, they 
later ran their shop in their own house at 42 Kapellenstrasse. Their 

product range included fabrics but also finished goods such as shirts, 
trousers, socks, and stockings. Rosa Wallach worked in the shop as well. 

According to contemporary witnesses in Laupheim she spoke only broken 
German.4 

 
In the 1920s the Wallach family owned one of the few cars in Laupheim, 

an Opel “Limousine” (sedan) of the 4-tax-horsepower selection, which was 
produced between 1924 and 1927. The car, as well as the purchase of 

their house at 42 Kapellenstrasse, were their business investments of the 
so-called Golden Twenties. In retrospect this demonstrates that their 

commercial as well as their financial situation must have been quite 

positive. Since October 1927 Karl Wallach also employed Alois Ruf from 
Schönebürg as his personal chauffeur. The car was used for business trips 

to Bavaria where they visited hotels and guest houses to obtain orders for 
equipping them with bed linens, table linens and towels.  
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(„Laupheimer Verkündiger“, January 17, 1925) 

 
 

 

(Lauph. Verkündiger, January 17,1925)   (city address and business 

directory 1925) 
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Karl Wallach (left) next to his Opel Laubfrosch (Archive Ernst Schäll) 

Apart from that they had been supplying the people from surrounding 
villages with white goods. A former customer from Wain still praised their 

quality in the 1960s. For many inhabitants of Laupheim’s rural area this 
kind of shopping was typical and easy since a lot of them did not have a 

car and therefore were clearly limited in their mobility. 
 

Nevertheless, the economic problems caused by the world economic crisis 
of 1929 also affected the region of Laupheim. Therefore, in December 

1930 Karl Wallach had no other choice but to dismiss his chauffeur Alois 

Ruf who had already told his children about the antisemitism that Karl 
Wallach had had to face during their trips. 5 
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As already mentioned, Rosa and Karl Wallach each bought one half of the 

house at 42 Kapellenstrasse (since 1968 number 41) in June 1928 from 

Leo Mörsch, a foreman from Laupheim. At that time the property 

comprised the house and a courtyard of 212 square meters (2,282 ft²) as 

well as a vegetable garden of 40 square meters (430 ft²). However, the 

house itself is much older and was probably built around 1861. The 

purchase price amounted to 14,000 German gold mark which they paid by 

raising different mortgages as is still common today. The Gewerbebank 

Laupheim, today’s Volksbank Laupheim, and the Israelite parish in 

Laupheim granted them a mortgage of 6,000 German gold mark.6 
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42/43 Kapellenstrasse back then … 43 

Kapellenstrasse today 

 

The four children of the Wallach family, Charlotte, 

Leopold, Saly, and Betty, had a carefree childhood 

in the Jewish community of Laupheim and all 

attended the Jewish Volksschule (basic primary 

school and secondary school) on Radstrasse and 

later changed to the local Real- und Lateinschule 

(secondary modern school and Latin school) where 

they also had Christian classmates. Obviously, 

education played a crucial role for the Wallachs.  

In contrast to Leopold and Betty, not much is 

known about Charlotte’s and Saly’s further lives. 
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Charlotte 
 

The only thing we were able to find out about the oldest daughter 

Charlotte was that she worked as a clerk at the company Steiger in 

Burgrieden at the end of the 1920s. The picture, which was probably 

taken during that time, shows her as an elegant young woman standing in 

front of the old Jewish houses on the Judenberg hill in Laupheim. 

Characteristic for these houses were the annexes which were added to 

provide more living space for the growing families. 

 

Leopold 
According to his classmate Josef Braun (1909-2004), Leopold Wallach was 

a “highly talented pupil” who completed the Mittlere Reife (intermediate 

school certificate) in 1926 as “the best of the class” at the Latein- und 

Realschule in Laupheim. Afterwards he attended the Oberrealschule in 

Ulm where he passed the Reifeprüfung (high school leaving examination) 

as stated in the newspaper Laupheimer Verkündiger from March 2, 1929. 

Leopold Wallach was known for wearing round glasses all his life which 

always made it easy to recognize him, especially in photos. It should also 

be mentioned that he obtained the academic title Dr. phil (PhD) on 

November 12, 1932 with his studies Studien zur Chronik Bertholds von 

Zwiefalten at the Faculty of History at the University of Tübingen. He 

completed his studies at the Institute for Jewish Studies in Berlin with his 

thesis Leopold Zunz und die Grundlegung der Wissenschaft des 

Judentums: Über den Begriff einer jüdischen Wissenschaft, which he 

finished in 1936 and published in 1938. In the 1950s he continued 

working on both theses, as he specialized in Jewish studies throughout his 

entire career.  

 

“Thereupon I (Leopold Wallach - author’s note) enrolled in two fields of 

study: a) I studied History and Philosophy at the universities of Berlin and 

Tübingen and b) at the same time I studied Jewish Philosophy at the 

Institute for Jewish Studies in Berlin, Artilleriestrasse. In November 1932, 

I obtained the title Dr. phil (PhD) in History at the University of Tübingen 

and a few years later the Rabbinic Diploma at the mentioned university.” 7 
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1931: Leopold Wallach, right 

(Hyneck, Mrs. Zorn) 

Saly 
Saly successfully finished the final exam at the Latein- und Realschule in 
Laupheim in March 1929 and after that she apparently started working in 

a commercial profession. According to the Oberamt of Wurttemberg she 
worked as a clerk in a company based in Ulm. The city’s directory of 

Jewish inhabitants from the year 1933 states that Saly was unmarried at 
that time and lived at 9 Marktplatz in Ulm.  

 
Saly Kenig, née Wallach, is registered in the directory of emigrated Jewish 

citizens of Ulm. In accordance with her brother’s statement, she managed 
to immigrate to the USA in 1938 and to have an affidavit issued for her 

brother Luitpold so that he could leave the country as well, whereas their 
parents and their younger sister Betty were less fortunate. 8  

 

Betty 
Betty is the family’s youngest child and the only one born in Laupheim. 
She probably went to the Jewish Volksschule on Radstrasse from 1922 to 

1926. During her schooldays, i.e. from 1924 onwards, the school was 
continued as a private institution by the teacher Wilhelm Kahn and under 

the direction of Wurttemberg’s Israelite senior assistant professor. The 
number of pupils had become too few for the school to be a publicly 

financed denominational school, which also explains how it was possible to 
combine four different grades into a single one.  

 

After having attended the Volksschule she changed to the Realschule 
(junior high school) where Latin classes were offered. A Schulbericht über 

den Stand des Religionsunterrichts im Schuljahr 1926/27 (school report 
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on the status of religious education in 1926/27) by the previously 
mentioned teacher Kahn (filed away in the state archives of Sigmaringen) 

points out that the Israelite religious education was taught in combined 
classes from grade 1 to 3 and 4 to 6. In total six pupils, three boys and 

three girls, from the first to the third grade of the mentioned school 
participated in the Israelite religious education. Aside from Betty Wallach, 

a girl named Gretel Bergmann, who was one year older and in the third 
grade, was also part of this group. Not only were they taught religious and 

biblical history but also Hebrew, i.e. reading and writing as well as 
translating prayers. The final grade of this class was part of the report 

card.    

 

 
Betty Wallach (second/front left) and her class mates of the Realschule in 

front of the school building on Rabenstrasse, fall 1927. (Photo: 

Bilderkammer, museum) 
 

This picture from 1928 shows the harmonica orchestra 
of the Realschule. Betty, smiling mischievously, is 

standing next to Mr. Braun, the 
Studienassessor (antiquated term for an official teacher 

who has not completed the second state exam). The 
photograph proves how normal collaboration between 

Christian and Israelite children was at that time.   
 

During the academic year 1928/29, Betty was the only 
Israelite child in the third grade, which consisted of 16 

pupils altogether. She was very talented in languages 
and got her best grades in German and French. Mrs. 
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Braun remembered Betty as “an especially kind girl” who helped her 
classmates learning French. According to the regular education scheme of 

5 to 6 years, Betty must have finished the Realschule in 1930/31 or 
1931/32. At that time, it was no longer possible for her to complete 

further professional training. 9 

 

 
The photograph shows the entire Wallach family in the 1920s. Rosa and 
Karl are sitting and Betty is standing next to them. In the background 

from left to right: Saly, Charlotte, Louis, and Leopold Wallach. Rosa 
Wallach’s relative, Louis Snow, probably lived together with them for 

some time until he immigrated to Philadelphia/USA in January 1935. 
 

 

The time after 1933 
According to a decree issued by the Ministry of the Interior on August 21, 
1933 the proceedings for withdrawing unwelcomed naturalizations that 

occurred between November 9, 1918 and January 30, 1933 had already 
begun in November 1933. In Laupheim this proceeding was conducted 

against both Karl Wallach and his family and against the Czech, Artur 
Grab, and his family. The administrative result is no longer on file, though 

the fate of both affected families is well known.  
In 1936, after obtaining the Rabbinic Diploma, Leopold Wallach was 

appointed the last district rabbi of Göppingen by the Israelite Oberrat in 
Stuttgart. He held this position from 1937 to 1939. On November 9/10, 

1938, during the so-called Reichskristallnacht, he was detained and 
deported to the concentration camp in Dachau. The same happened to his 

father Karl Wallach in Laupheim. Like 16 other Jewish men, he was 
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arrested by the SA in Laupheim and brought to the burning synagogue 
where they were harassed and afterwards held in prison overnight before 

they were eventually deported to the Dachau concentration camp. It is 
very likely that Karl Wallach met his son Rabbi Leopold Wallach there. On 

December 17, 1938 Karl Wallach, as well as Max Obernauer and Siegfried 
Kurz, were finally released from Dachau on the condition that they 

emigrate as soon as possible. 

 
Leopold’s sister, Saly, helped him to immigrate to the USA in August 

1939. Initially he worked as a transport worker who helped to unload 
ships and then from 1940 to 1948 he was employed as a rabbi in different 

American parishes.10 

 

Karl Wallach demonstrably endeavored to collect all the documents 
needed for immigration, e.g. a tax clearance certificate from the tax 

authority in Laupheim. However, that became more difficult after the 
Reichsprogromnacht in November 1938. As stated in the following 

instructions, the Wallach’s business was one of the last to be dissolved on 
December 22, 1938 due to the Aryanization of the German economy: 

From the Chamber of Industry and Commerce Ulm to the Landrat (head of 
the district authority) in Biberach on December 8, 1938: 

 

“I. In reference to the order concerning the exclusion of Jews from the 
German economy of November 23, 1938 and in reference to the express 

letter no. III Jd 9416/38 of November 26, 1938 issued by the 
Reichsminister of Economics. 

 
In compliance with the above-mentioned, the dissolution and liquidation of 
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Jewish retail businesses, mail order companies, and order offices shall be 
carried out as soon as possible. … 

 
II.  In the district of Biberach the following businesses are affected: 

 2. Kalman Wallach, textiles business in Laupheim, 42 Kapellenstrasse. 
The business is to be dissolved. It is not considered necessary for securing 

the population’s supply in this area.  
 

The position of expert is planned to be taken on by Max Wetzel, owner of 
the company Richard Wetzel in Laupheim.” 11 

 

The sale of their house on July 25, 1939 to the master butcher 
Hatzelmann and his wife for 14,000 Reichsmark can surely be seen in 

connection with this decree. The purchase price was offset against their 
mortgage debt, which, strictly speaking, makes the sale a foreclosure. The 

anti-Semitic campaigns since 1933, starting with the boycott of Jewish 
businesses and ending with the complete exclusion of Jews from the 

German economy, had taken away the Wallach’s financial livelihood. The 
purchase agreement for their home granted them the right to keep using 

the two rear rooms and the kitchen on the second floor during the 
following three months for a monthly rent of 20 Reichsmark. In case they 

had not left the country by then or had not found another suitable 
accommodation, the contracting partners would have discussed prolonging 

the tenancy after that period. Despite their efforts, Betty, Rosa, and Karl 
Wallach did not manage to emigrate. In October 1941, the city of 

Laupheim forced the Wallach couple to 

leave their home and resettled them to 
the shacks at 3 Wendelinsgrube. 

The years from 1932 until 1941 reflect 
Betty Wallach’s unsteady and eventful 

path of life, which led her back to Upper 
Swabia time and time again from abroad 

and other German places. The repressive 
Nazi regime documented her migration 

precisely. Accordingly, Betty Wallach 
stayed in Laupheim in 1934. In 

December 1934 she left for Italy and 
returned in November 1935. 

 
From April to October 1937 Betty lived in 

Stuttgart before she returned to her 

parents in Laupheim.  
 

On July 20, 1939 the tax office in 
Laupheim reported to the Gestapo in 

Stuttgart that she had applied for a tax 
clearance certificate to arrange for 

departure to New York, USA, in which 
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Betty and her parents weren’t going to be successful. In April 1940, Betty 
moved to Herrlingen in order to work there as a domestic servant. Already 

in June 1940 she returned to Laupheim. 
 

In the same year in September, the Gestapo gave her the permission to 
move to 54 Beyerstrasse in Ulm. According to Betty’s request from July 

23, 1940 she should become the domestic servant and nurse of an 85 
year old Jewish woman named Fanny “Sara” Schlesinger from Ulm, who 

was born on July 31, 1855. She had been diagnosed with gastric and 
colon cancer and therefore needed somebody to take care of her. The 

mayor of Ulm informed the Kreisleitung of the NSDAP (regional authority 

of the Nazi Party) that “If we refuse the request, there is a risk that either 
an older person of German blood will have to take care of the old 

Schlesinger or that she will have to be hospitalized.” Finally, the request 
was approved. On the basis of current knowledge, it seems as if Ulm was 

Betty’s last place of work and residence before her deportation. On August 
22, 1942, the 87-year-old Fanny Schlesinger was also deported from Ulm 

to Theresienstadt on the third transport.12 

 

Resi Weglein, a Jewish woman from Ulm who survived the Holocaust, 

remembered that the 26 year old Betty Wallach was among the Jewish 
people who were called together at the Schwörhaus in Ulm on November 

28, 1941. A bus transported them and their luggage first to the Killesberg 
in Stuttgart where Jews from all over Wurttemberg were held in a camp. 

In addition to the 20 Jews from Ulm, there were two more from the 
nursing home Heggbach and 19 Jews from Laupheim, among which her 

parents, Rosa and Karl Wallach, were originally supposed to be. The 

Gestapo herded them together in the hall “Ehrenhalle des 
Reichsnährstandes“, where they had to sleep on mattresses arranged in 8 

rows with 125 people each. During the night of November 30, trucks 
brought them to the main station where they were crammed in unheated 

waggons. In the early morning, the train left the northern railway station 
in Stuttgart with 1,013 Jews from Wurttemberg. The Gestapo guarded the 

train during the ride eastwards which lasted three days and nights. On 
December 4, 1941, it arrived at the railway station Skirotawa in Riga. SS 

members brought the Jewish deportees to the Jungfernhof camp, which 
was located 2 to 3 kilometres (about 1.5 miles) away from the railway 

station. A smaller number of people were brought to the Riga Ghetto. 
Being a young and healthy woman, Betty Wallach withstood the inhumane 

living conditions for years. She also escaped the countless firing squads. 
On August 6, 1943 Betty and other female prisoners of the 

Reichsjudenghetto Riga were probably handed over to the KZ Stutthof, 

which is located 35 kilometres away from Gdańsk. The camps of the Baltic 
States were evacuated by the advancing Red Army. “In spring 1944, a gas 

chamber was built (in the KZ Stutthof, author’s note), which was used to 
delouse clothes and from that summer on also to gas people. However, 

the gas chamber in Stutthof was small and did not have sufficient 
capacity. Therefore, the Jewish people were gassed in hermetically sealed 

waggons of the local railway leading to the camp.”  
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Already in a letter dated December 23, 1946 Lotte Borek-Wallach from 

Vienna informed Katharina Harder in Laupheim about the for her 
inconceivable news that “my little sister Betty was deported to Riga and 

then gassed in Stutthof”. Her brother Luitpold Wallach confirmed this in an 
essay from 1982.13  

 
After their forced relocation in October 1941 to the shack at 3 

Wendelinsgrube, Karl and Rosa Wallach were already listed for the first 
deportation of Jews from Biberach to Riga with the transport numbers 803 

and 804. Due to Rosa’s severe illness, the Nazis allowed her and her 

husband to stay in the shack at 3 Wendelinsgrube. It was the place where 
Rosa Wallach passed away half a year later on May 24, 1942 without 

having received any medical attention. She was buried in the Jewish 
graveyard in Laupheim (grave S30/1).  

 
For Karl Wallach the postponement meant being able to care for his ill wife 

and to say goodbye to her. However, there was no escape, neither for him 
nor for the other remaining Jews in Laupheim. Karl Wallach, together with 

Arthur and Luise Grab from Laupheim, and 10 other inhabitants of the 
nursing home Heggbach were brought to the train station Westbahnhof in 

Stuttgart on July 10, 1942 from where they were deported to the 
Auschwitz concentration camp on July 13, 1942. According to a statement 

of Wurttemberg’s Israelite religious community from February 18, 1948, 
the train has come to be regarded as lost after its departure from 

Chemnitz. 14
 

 
After 1945 
 

Leopold Wallach, who now called himself Luitpold, had to write a new 
thesis since his German PhD was not accepted. Afterwards, he started his 

career as a Professor of the Classics in the Department of Classics at 
Illinois State University in Urbana. Now being a Medieval Latin philologist 

and historian, he published studies on the Carolingian history and 
literature among other things. In 1957 Luitpold Wallach published a new 

and improved version of “Die Chronik des Berthold von Zwiefalten” about 
whom he wrote his thesis in 1932. Two years later he defended the 

subject of his thesis in the publication “Liberty and letters – The thoughts 
of Leopold Zuns” at the Institute for Jewish Studies in Berlin.  
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Karl Wallach. Rosa Wallach. 

On his sixty fifth birthday in 1975, international colleagues published the 

“Monographie zur Geschichte des Mittelalters” in Stuttgart and dedicated it 
to Leopold Wallach to show their respect for the scholar. 

 
After the war, Luitpold Wallach kept on travelling around Europe and also 

Germany for research purposes. Some of his journeys repeatedly led him 
to Laupheim where he visited familiar and trustworthy people such as the 

Halder family and Josef Braun with whom he stayed in contact. Luitpold 
Wallach married late and did not have any children. 

Both of his sisters lived in the USA. It remains unknown whether they 
have ever returned to Germany. According to Charlotte herself and her 

only brother, she had survived the time of the Nazi regime in Hungary 
without having been discovered but she had also suffered tremendously. 

Charlotte spent the first year after the war in Vienna. One of her letters 
from Vienna to the Halder family was signed with Lotte Borek-Wallach. In 

1947 she immigrated to the USA, just like her brother Luitpold and her 

sister Saly, who had survived as well. However, according to her brother, 
she never fully recovered. Unfortunately, no further information about 

Saly’s life in the States could be gathered.  
 

 
 

 
Notes about Wallach: 
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1) City Clerk’s Office Laupheim, family register V, p. 298; letter from the 
city archive Munich of January 9, 2003; Adress- u. Geschäftshandbuch 

Laupheim, 1925, p. 16. 
2) Weil, Jonas: Verzeichnis von Kriegsteilnehmern der israelitischen 

Gemeinde Laupheim (register of combatants of the Israelite community in 
Laupheim), Laupheim 1919, p. 78. 

3) City archive Laupheim FL 1041. 
4) “Laupheimer Verkündiger”, December 21, 1923 and January 17, 1925. 

Museum for the history of Christians and Jews, Castle Grosslaupheim. 
5) Conversation with Alois Ruf’s son, Walter Ruf, Schönebürg on August 9, 

2003. 

6) Grundbuchamt (land registration office) of the city of Laupheim no. 359 
a. 

7) Lebenszeichen. Juden aus Württemberg nach 1933 (Signs of Life. Jews 
from Wuerttemberg). Published by Walter Strauss. Gerlingen 1982, p. 

329. 
8) Keil, Heinz: Documentary about the persecution of Jewish citizens from 

Ulm/Danube, 1961. 
9) City archive Sigmaringen, Wü 42; Emmerich, Rolf: BETH HASETER, 

“das Haus des Buches“ – Die jüdische Schule in Laupheim. From: 
Schwäbische Heimat 2000/1, p. 76; conversation with Josef Braun and his 

wife in August 2004.  
10) Cf. note 7, municipal archive Biberach 034/Az 7613/6. 

11) Municipal archive Biberach 034/Az 7613/6. 
12) ibidem; city archive Ludwigsburg PL 32. 

13) Weglein, Resi: Als Krankenschwester im KZ Theresienstadt, Stuttgart 

1990, p. 15 et seqq. Schmidt, Hartmut: Zwischen Riga und Locarno. 
Berlin, 2001, p. 130 et seqq.  

14) Municipal archive Biberach: 034/Az 6104 3-7. 
15) Bast Karl (Ed.): Monographien zur Geschichte des Mittelalters. 

Beiträge Luitpold Wallach gewidmet. Stuttgart 1975. 
Photo credits: 

Museum for the history of Christians and Jews, Castle Grosslaupheim. 
Archive Ernst Schäll, Laupheim. 

Archive Michael Schick, Laupheim. Municipal Archive Biberach 
036/F7613/4.  
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation  

WALLERSTEINER, Rosa, 

Music teacher, 2 Ulmer-Strasse 

 

Translated by: Ytzhak Heinrich Steiner 

Karl Neidlinger 

  
 Rosa Wallersteiner, born March 11, 1873 in Ravensburg, 
 single, since 1925 in Laupheim, 1938/39 emigration to the USA. 

 

 

"The enjoyment finally reached its climax with the Fantasia in c-

minor. The piano playing of Miss R. Wallerstein rippled with 

delicacy”. 

That was the description of the climax of the 

Concordia choir’s Beethoven celebration in 
the “Rabensaal” ballroom, which appeared in 

the local paper “Laupheimer Verkündiger” on 
November 11, 1927. The paper went on to 

praise this celebration of the 100th 

anniversary of the composer’s death as “a 

first-rate performance in Laupheim”, with 
more than 150 participants: a men’s choir 

and a women’s choir, the amateurs’ 
orchestra, and the above- mentioned Miss 

Wallersteiner. This musical occasion was also 
the first event in the newly-enlarged 

ballroom of the hotel “Raben” which – in the 
opinion of the paper – “will now be worthy of 

hosting  any celebration”. 

Rosa Wallersteiner in about 1925. 

(Photo: StA Sigmaringen, Wü 65/18, T5) 

Rosa Wallersteiner arrived in Laupheim in November 1925 and lived there 
until 1930, and then again from 1933. She seems to have moved around 
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considerably: in August 1930 she moved to Switzerland, and in 
September 1931 she sent her old passport (from which this photo was 

taken) from Vienna back to Laupheim as she needed a new one. Probably 
her high mobility was due to her profession: she earned her income with 

music, as a teacher and as a pianist.  Her address “Ulmer Str.2” proves 
that in Laupheim she did not dispose of a flat of her own but lived at the 

hotel “Post”, at least at the beginning. 

The “non-professional” orchestra, which at the Beethoven celebration had 
played his Symphony No.1, became shortly afterwards a registered 

society and called itself the “Orchestral Society”. The driving force behind 
this association was the entrepreneur Marco Bergmann, who served from 

its foundation on Jan. 30, 1928, as vice chairman and treasurer. The 
chairman was the Stadtschultheiss (mayor) Franz Konrad, and, as one of 

four active members, Rosa Wallersteiner was elected onto the board. The 
enthusiastic amateur musicians decided, for the future, to give three to 

four concerts per year, under the direction of Otto Lex from Ulm. They 

met weekly on Thursday evenings for rehearsals. 

  

Wedding of Leopold Wallersteiner and Elsa Bergmann on Nov.19, 1905, at 

the Hotel “Zum Kronprinz” . 

First row, from the left: Dr.Eugenie Wallersteiner (Ravensburg), Dr.Gustav 
Oppenheim (Frankfurt/M.), the bridal couple Elsa and Leopold 

Wallersteiner, ?? , Henny Stern, Max Bergmann. Behind Eugenie, at the 
extreme left, stands Dr. Hugo Wallersteiner. The names of the other 

persons are unknown. Rosa Wallersteiner might be the lady at the left 
doorpost. 
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The cultural heyday of the “golden twenties” in the Weimar Republic could 
now been seen in Laupheim on a smaller scale: an amateur orchestra with 

challenging aims – a courageous step for a small town of this size. Not 
much is known about the development of the association, but this tender 

plant certainly did not survive the year 1933, the beginning of the 
barbarous era in Germany. As mentioned, Rosa Wallersteiner lived a few 

years abroad and returned on March 30, 1933 again to Laupheim. Three 
days later, on April 2, she was arrested, without any known details about 

the reasons or the period of the arrest. And on account of the lack of 
information about Jews in the papers – at least nothing positive - there is 

no more news about her. In 1938/39 she succeeded in emigrating to the 

USA. 

 

The founder of the orchestra, Marco Bergmann, and the pianist Rosa 

Wallersteiner must already have known each other earlier, at the latest, 
since 1905: in that year the merchant Leopold Wallersteiner from 

Biberach married Marco’s cousin Elsa Bergmann from Laupheim. Later on, 
the family had a clothing shop in Ulm. Rosa was probably not a sister but 

a cousin of the bridegroom’s. At the wedding party, which took place at 
the Hotel “Kronprinz”, she is very likely to have participated as a guest: in 

the group picture the lady standing at the left doorpost of the “Kronprinz” 

might be Rosa. Her sister Dr. Eugenie Wallersteiner, on the extreme left of 
the front row, served as a wedding witness. So it can be presumed that 

from the time of this wedding she was renowned as a perfect pianist, and 
that the family connection to the Bergmann family caused  Rosa 

Wallersteiner later to come to Laupheim. 

   

Sources: 

1. Staatsarchiv Sigmaringen, Wü 65/18, T5. 

2. Stadtarchiv Laupheim F 9811 - Ia: Verzeichnis über 
Bevölkerungsbewegung in der jüdischen Gemeinde Laupheim ab 16. 6. 1933. 

3. Laupheimer Verkündiger. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

WEIL, Bertha, and 

ZUCKER, Cilly,  
29 Radstrasse  

   

Translated by: Mike Bingold  

Supervisor: Renee Remy, M.A. Deutsche Linguistik  

Staatlich geprüfte Übersetzerin für Englisch und Technik 
Fremdspracheninstitut der Landeshauptstadt München 

  

KARL NEIDLINGER 

 

 Bertha Weil, née Regensteiner, born on 16th September 1862 in 

 Laupheim, died on 26th September 1942 in the concentration camp 
 Theresienstadt. Widow of Eduard Weil, tradesman. 

 
 – Cilly Zucker,née Weil, born on 19th September 1884 in Laupheim. 

 OO Viktor Zucker, baker in Hofgastein, Austria. Moved from Vienna 
 to Laupheim on 13th December 1938. Deportation to Riga on 28th 

 November 1941. 
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Since 1730, when the first Jewish families came to Laupheim, the Weil 
family from Buchau has also been living there. In the local cemetery book 

there are 37 preserved gravestones with the (family) name ‘Weil’ on 
them. In the 19th century, the guest house “Sonne” was temporarily run 

by relatives of this family. According to John H. Bergmann’s genealogical 
research, several ‘Weil’ families also moved to bigger cities in this 

century: especially to Ulm, and to the USA. In 1933 two families were still 
living in the city of Laupheim, neighbours on Radstraße: Bertha and Jonas 

Weil, he will be introduced in the next chapter; who were only distantly 
related to each other. 

 

Bertha Weil and her husband had four children who were born between 
1884 and 1892. Cilly was the eldest, followed by the sons Jonas (1885), 

Max (1888) and Julius (1892). Since 1901 Bertha Weil had already been a 
single parent, as her husband Eduard had given up his responsibility of 

being a family father and had settled in the USA that same year. Their son 
Max also emigrated to the USA in 1903, but nothing is known about the 

other two brothers. 
 

Before the First World War, Cilly Weil married the baker Viktor Zucker 
from Hofgastein f, Austria, which then also became her home. On 13th 

December 1938, after her husband died, she 
moved back to Laupheim to her mother who lived 

on Radstraße 29 in a rental owned by the Rieser 
family. There are also other existing addresses for 

both of them: Judenberg 12 and König-Wilhelm-

Straße 26. At the end of 1939 they had to move 
to the Jewish nursing home. In November 1941, 

the daughter was caught during the first 
deportation and was later killed in the 

concentration camp in Riga. Nine months later, 
her 80-year-old mother was taken away to 

Theresienstadt where she died in September 
1942. 

 
Caption: Went to the USA at the age of 15. 
Max Weil in his first year of school in 1895 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

WEIL, Jonas,  

Oil and Grease Factory, 31 Radstrasse  

   

Translated by: Renee Remy,  

M.A. Deutsche Linguistik Staatlich geprüfte Übersetzerin für Englisch und 
Technik Fremdspracheninstitut der Landeshauptstadt München 

HANS - GEORG EDELMANN , KARL NEIDLINGER  

 

 Jonas Weil, born on February 9, 1871 in Laupheim, died in 
 1942 in Chicago/USA OO Cilli Weil (Nördlinger), born September 10, 

 1877 in Laupheim, died in the USA  
 – Selma, born April 27, 1905 in Laupheim, 1925 - marriage to Max 

 Bernheimer, Buttenhausen.  Jonas and Cilli Weil emigrate to 
 Chicago/USA on April 9, 1940. 
 

 



 

 

731 
 

 Laupheimer Oil and Grease Factory J. Weil 

(Source: Archive Theo Miller) 

 

 

Laupheimer Oil and Grease Factory J. Weil 

Best source of many different types of oil and grease for use in industry 
and agriculture. 

(From: Address Book Laupheim 1925) 
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Grease for use with carts, lubricating oil for belt drives, linseed oil varnish, 
and floor wax: these products once sold and, to a certain extent, 

manufactured by the Oil and Grease Factory J. Weil in Laupheim have 
been forgotten, as has the factory itself.  The two advertisements above 

are the only attainable written evidence of the Oil and Grease Factory 
founded in Laupheim in 1899 by Jonas Weil.  Shortly after its foundation, 

the company must have done quite well very quickly – various awards 
won in the first decade after the company was founded are shown on the 

first advertisement pictured above.  As are a lot of other things, it is 
unclear which innovative ideas and products resulted in the many gold 

and silver medals won at exhibits in Berlin, Hannover and Hamburg. 

No less than ten oil and grease factories and distribution centers can be 
found in the Laupheim address book from 1925.  How did these factories 

operate?  Jonas still had five employees, three traveling salesmen, and 
paid 840 reichsmark (RM) in local business taxes.  Was “Schmotz-Weil,” 

as those in Laupheim called him, the local market leader in oil and grease 
products?  These are questions which would be quite difficult to answer.  

The photographs found from this time period are much better than the 
non-existent written documents in this regard. 

  

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

733 
 

Jonas Weil is unmistakable: left- as a roughly 
25 year old man, middle- in a passport photo 

taken in 1934, right- as an inhabitant of the 
Jewish nursing home in 1940 
(Sources: Leo-Baeck-Institute NY, County 
Archive Biberach, Bilderkammer Museum) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The “Laupheimer Oil and Grease Factory J. Weil” on Radstraße 31, house 

and factory building, around 1910. At the corner of the house is Jonas 
Weil with his daughter Selma, looking out the second floor window likely 

Cilli Weil. (Photo: Archive Theo Miller) 
 

Jonas Weil was still single and had not yet founded his company when the 

first of the three photos was taken in 1895.  His father Emanuel, a 
tradesman and watch maker, had been married three times; Jonas was 

born to Emanuel’s third wife, Malka Guggenheimer, from Hürben.  In the 

year 1901 Jonas married Cilli Nördlinger, one of Ludwig Nördlinger’s 
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sisters, from Laupheim.  In 1905, Jonas’s only daughter Selma was born.  
In 1925, at the age of 20, Selma married Max Bernheimer from 

Buttenhausen and then moved away from Laupheim. 
 

The family house, preserved albeit in a largely modified state, was on 

Radstraße 31.  The factory building was an add-on to the family house.  
When looking at this building ensemble, one gets the impression that the 

house is older and that the factory was clinker-built new right next to it. 
The sign on it reads “Lauph. Oil and Grease Factory J. Weil”, and oil and 

grease were probably stored in the massive barrels in the yard. Jonas Weil 

was born on Radstraße 31, which means that the house he continued to 
live in and add onto belonged to his parents. 
 

Jonas Weil was active in the Jewish community in many different ways.  In 
1912 he was elected to the office of the synagogue warden, sang in the 

synagogue choir, was a key member of the brotherhood Chevra Kadischa, 
and in the 1930s was even vice-president of the community. He was 43 

years old when World War I broke out, so he didn’t have to join the army. 
Regardless, after the war, he created a detailed register of the Jewish 

soldiers from Laupheim. Today this register is in a museum, and it has 
been cited in many articles in this book. Such lists are to serve to 

counteract the accusations perpetrated by right wing radicals in the 1920s 
that German Jews had not taken enough active participation in the war 

effort or were even at fault for the loss of the war. 

  

Forced Aryanization and Emigration 
 
It is only possible to superficially reconstruct the fate of the family and of 

the factory during the national socialist regime due to a lot of missing 
written documentation. In 1938 the family still lived on Radstraße 31. 

However a Julius Mohr, who also sold oil and grease, lived there too.  The 
photo, which shows the factory Weil owned by a man named Albert Mohr, 

is from the same time period.  The repossession of Jewish companies took 
place in a similar fashion as in many other cases: under the increasing 

pressure of Nazi officials, Jonas Weil probably sold his company in 1937 or 

1938 to one of his employees or to his brother, keeping the house. 
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Albert Mohr has been identified as the owner of the company J. Weil on 
this photo from 1938/39. 

A further sales contract, in Nazi jargon “de-Jewification” contract, from 

November 30, 1939 is preserved in the City Archive in Laupheim.  

According to this document, Albert Mohr didn’t make this purchase, but 
rather master baker Georg Fezer purchased the entire estate, house and 

factory building in “good condition” for 17,000 RM. Cilli and Jonas Weil 
had to move into the Jewish nursing home in the former Rabbinate and 

continue to live there in cramped living quarters. 

With World War II already in full swing, the couple received permission to 
enter the USA literally at the very last possible moment.  They were able 

to emigrate to Chicago on April 9, 1940. Jonas’s daughter Selma and her 
husband Max Bernheimer, who already lived in Chicago, had probably 

taken care of the entry permit for them. Jonas Weil died there in October 

of 1942; his wife Cilli died exactly 10 years later.  His older sister Ida, 
married Rothschild, and younger sister Lina, married Wertheimer (see the 

chapter after next), were unable to emigrate. They became victims of the 
Shoa. 

  

Post-war Period 
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There are just as few written documents, such as restitution cases or 

demands for compensation, existing from the pre-war period as there are 
from the post-war period. However, there is a good photo from Theo 

Miller’s archive. On April 17, 1963 the former Weil’s Factory building 
burned down, after which it was rebuilt in a much smaller fashion. It is not 

until one looks at the photo of the fire, which burned down the factory 
completely, that one really begins to comprehend the size of the former 

“Laupheimer Oil and Grease Factory J. Weil.” 

  

 

Jonas Weil’s former factory building burned down on April 17, 1963.   
Also pictured: the neighboring building’s winter garden on Gartenstraße 

(Photo: Archive Theo Miller). 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

WEILER, Max and Jette 
Bakery, 17 Judenberg  

  

Translation by: Richard Oppenheimer 

BRIGITTE SCHMIDT  

 
 Max Weiler, Judenberg 17, born June 1, 1866 in Mülheim, Baden, 

 died Jan 16, 1943, in the Theresienstadt concentration camp, 
 married to Jette Weiler nee Lowenstein, born October 29, 1864 in 

 Laupheim, died May 10, 1944 in the Theresienstadt concentration 
 camp.  

 

 - Klara Weiler, born November 5, 1894 in Laupheim, murdered 
 August 22, 1942 in the concentration camp Riga,  

 
 - Jakob Weiler, born May 3, 1896 in Laupheim, died on November  

 11, 1916 in the Battle of the Somme, World War I.  
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Max Weiler, a baker by profession, married Jette Lowenstein, from 
Laupheim, in Constance, Germany on May 4, 1893. Jette is the daughter 

of Joseph Lowenstein, a bakery owner in Laupheim, located at Judenberg 
17. He had bought the house in 1888. 

The couple moved to Laupheim, the home of the bride. They lived at 17 

Judenberg, which had 1000 square feet on two floors and housed the 

bakery on the south side of the building.  

Max Weiler had the nickname "Matzah Baker". As early as 1898 he 
personally tore down the old chimney of the bakery and built a new one. A 

plan was created which was approved by the local council.  
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 Weiler’s house Judenberg 17, (on the left) about 1950. Weiler. The house 
in its present condition (on right). (Photo: M. Schick)  

In 1919, a portion of the residential house on Bronner Street had been 
purchased for 750 Reichsmarks at an auction. The seller was the Jewish 

Community, the sale was confirmed by Dr. Treitel, S. Heumann, Steiner, 
Weil and Hofheimer. There Jette Weiler had probably set up a storage 

room. Max Weiler was known not only for his matzos, but he also kept 
geese under the bakery, which he stuffed with bread crumbs. Roast goose 

and foie gras were considered a delicacy at that time.  

Two children were born. Clara, who remained unmarried and lived with 

her parents in Laupheim, and Jacob, a professional businessman who was 
drafted into the Army on October 14, 1915. He was a Musketeer in 

Infantry Regiment No. 169 and was stationed in Emmendingen. He was 
promoted to corporal, and was killed on  November 17, 1916 in the Battle 

of Somme.  

Klara was training to be a nurse, from 1929 to 1931, during which time 
she was not living in Laupheim. After her training she returned to her 

parent’s home. In October 1941,  Klara, along with her 77 year old father 
and 75 year old mother, were forcibly relocated to Wendlinsgrube  [ this 

was a designated settlement area in a gravel pit, just outside the built up 

area of Laupheim. In 1927 houses were built to accommodate the 
unemployed and homeless.] In 1942, their possessions, the family home 

at Judenberg 17, and the store room, were confiscated by the German 
Reich."  
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 The 19 year old Klara Weiler at the 

female labor school, ca 1913.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Klara stayed in the Wendlinsgrube barracks for only about 6 weeks. On 

November 28, 1941, she is deported to the Riga concentration camp 
Jungfernhof via Stuttgart-Killesberg. She was number 18 out of a 23 

person group that was deported. She survived there eight months; her 

date of death is given as August 22, 1942. We learn more about the 
terrible conditions in this camp in the book "The deportation of the Jews 

from Laupheim" by C. Hecht and A. Köhler Schmidt, S. 73. Her parents 
were still living in the barracks until August of the next year. Both of her 

parents were deported to Theresienstadt on August 22, 1942. Max died on 
January 16, 1943, almost 77 years old, Jette's date of death is  May 10, 

1944, she was nearly eighty years old.  

  

  

Sources:  

Building Department of the city of Laupheim, notary of the city of 
Laupheim. 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

WERTHEIMER, Meier, 
17 Radstrasse  

  

Translation by: Richard Oppenheimer 

  

ROLF  EMMERICH   

 

 Maier Wertheimer, was born July 1, 1868 in Kippenheim, 
 murdered on January 6, 1943 in Theresienstadt, and married to Lina 

 Wertheimer née Weil, born May 5, 1875 in Laupheim, murdered on 
 January 31, 1943 in Theresienstadt.  

 
 - Rosa, born October 30, 1897 in Kippenheim, married Alfred 

 Samuel Erlebacher on April 4,1932, died October 13, 1956 in 
 Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA (She was the mother of Prof. Dr. Albert 

 Erlebacher)  
 

 - Ernst, born March 24, 1899 in Kippenheim, died December 30, 
 1977 in Tel Aviv, Israel  

 
 - Hermine, born June 6, 1900 in Kippenheim, married Alfred Schay, 

 died February 2, 1984 in London, Great Britain (mother of Eva 

 Mayer)  
  

 - Selma, born July 27, 1902 in Kippenheim, single, deported on 
 August 22, 1942 to Theresienstadt, was murdered on May 16, 1944 

 in Auschwitz,  
 

 - Heinrich (Naftali), born October 6, 1906 in Laupheim, died 
 September 7, 2000 on the kibbutz Hazorea, Israel.   
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A sister of Maier Wertheimer, Emilie Wertheimer, resident in Laupheim 
since 1940, at Kapellen Street 62, single, born May 1, 1879 in 

Kippenheim, deported from Laupheim on August 19, 1942; murdered in 
November 1942 in Theresienstadt. 

Maier and Lina Wertheimer  

Up to the year 1906, the family lived in Kippenheim, Baden, where the 

first four children were born. Then they moved to Laupheim and lived at 
17 Rad Street, which was owned by the Bergmann Company. The 

business was originally located at 18 Rad Street,at that time 18 Rad 

Street, which was owned by the Bergmann Company. Maier Wertheim 
worked as a travelling salesman, and possibly as a partner, in the 

business of Jonas Weil, his brother-in-law, which had been founded in 
1899 (Page 556). Presumably, the economic success of the business was 

the reason for his relocation. 

In October 1939 they were forcibly moved to the former rabbinical school 
building which had been converted into an “old people’s home”. There 

they lived with many Jewish Laupheim citizens in a confined space; in 
total there were 28 people.  

In May 1940, Lina Wertheimer wrote to Gretel Gideon in Winterthur, 
Switzerland, that Maier Wertheimer "conducted the Passover Seder, and 

that everyone enjoyed it". 

“Unfortunately, nothing more” was heard from their daughter Hermine 
living in South Africa, or their sons Ernst and Heinrich living in Palestine/ 

Israel. Over a year later, the first sign of life from relatives living overseas 

was received via Gretel Gideon living in Switzerland.  

On August 19, 1942 Lina and Maier Wertheimer were deported in the 
fourth and last transport from Laupheim to the concentration camp of 

Theresienstadt. 

Rosa Erlebacher  
  

Ran a soap factory in Laupheim moved to Laupheim with her husband 
Alfred, who worked for a soap factory; both belonged to the Zionist "Youth 

League –White Blue". They emigrated in October 1937 to the United 
States. Her son, Prof. Dr. Albert Erlebacher, born in 1932, visited 

Laupheim in May 1988, at the invitation of the municipality. He came with 

his son Seth.  
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 At the assembly center at the "Jewish old peopls´s home" 1940: Far left 

Maier, far right Lina Wertheimer. In the center, standing Julius Einstein, 
sitting Max Rieser. Lina Wertheimer’s letters to Gretel and Emma Gideon 

very cautious reports about their life in the enforced accommodations. 

(Photo: Bilderkammer Museum)  

Ernst Wertheimer  
  

Emigrated to Israel in 1937. He tried to save his parents by bringing them 
to Israel, but this attempt failed.  

  

Hermine Wertheimer  
  

She married Alfred Schay in 1926. In 1931, her daughter Eva was born. 

The flight from the Nazis led the three-member family around the world: 
First, they emigrated to Majorca, at the end of the Spanish Civil War they 

fled to Italy, and finally to South Africa. In Johannesburg they operated a 
fish restaurant during the war.  

 
After the death of Alfred Schay in 1945, Hermine and her daughter Eva, 

returned to Europe and lived in London.  
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Hermine Wertheimer, married Schay: as a student of the Israelite  

Elementary School Laupheim, 1909; and at the age of about 60 years.  

  

Selma Wertheimer  
  
After her schooling, Selma trained as a 

kindergarten teacher, which she successfully 
completed in 1930, as seen in the notice 

published in the "Laupheimer Verkündiger". 
Then she moved away from Laupheim, 

probably because she got a job elsewhere, 
but in 1933 she returned to Laupheim and 

lived at 42 Kapellen Street. 
  

  

Selma Wertheimer in 1909 as a student at the  
Israelite Elementary School, Laupheim 
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In letters from her mother Lina to Gretel Gideon in Winterthur, we read 
about the time Selma spent working in the Jewish old people’s home in 

Heidehof Street, Stuttgart, since 1939: “She has become very slim, more 

than I would like. (...) Selma has been unlucky. Neither of  the 
two  affidavits sent from the United States several months ago have 

reached her. Whether they ever will arrive is doubtful”. Selma and her 
mother wrote countless letters to relatives in the United States filled with 

hope and desperation.  

On October 8, 1940, the mother wrote: “Selma has received her affidavit, 
but whether all goes well, one does not know”. The affidavit was then 

rejected as “insufficient”. In April 1942  she was assigned to a work camp 
in Dellmensingen. When a further affidavit for the USA arrived, the 40 

year old was not allowed to emigrate. The deadly consequence: she was 

deported via the Theresienstadt concentration camp in April 1944 to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, where she was murdered. 

The last sign of life of the Wertheimer Family is shown in a telegram 

shown on the following page. It was sent through the Red Cross, the day 
of Selma’s deportation to Theresienstadt, August 19, 1942, to her nephew 

Alfred Erlebacher in the U.S., to congratulate him on his 45th birthday. 
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Naftali (Heinrich) Wertheimer  

The deportation of his relatives from Laupheim, and their violent deaths in 
the concentration camps, has deeply hurt and depressed Naftali 

Wertheimer. Despite various invitations and offers he has never again 
visited Germany or Laupheim. "That would kill me," he said to me on such 

an occasion.  

   

  

October 1988: Naftali Wertheimer (second from right) receives a visit 
from Laupheim. Sitting in a wheelchair: Ernst Levy, born in 1915 in 

Laupheim  (Photo: R. Emmerich)  
 

In October 1988, we visited the kibbutz Hazorea in the Jezreel Valley, east 
of Haifa, for the first time. Besides Naftali Wertheimer, Epharim Levy was 

living there, who had previously visited Laupheim in May 1988.  
  

The then 82 year old Naftali, joined us, straight from the workshop, 
dressed in blue overalls. He proved to be a very knowledgeable guide 

through the successful kibbutz, in the great Asian Art Collection of the 
kibbutz and in a special way in the various technical devices of this 
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settlement. Naftali Wertheimer turned out to be almost a Swabian 
tinkerer, and the kibbutz had to thank him for his original technical 

solutions. When we wanted to visit the Kibbutz again in 1996, the 89-
year-old told me on the phone, that we should arrive in the afternoon, 

because he was always in the morning in the workshop in the mornings. 
His technical creativity was still is an important element.  

  
After several requests over a period of years, he was willing to give me an 

interview. He was overly concerned that perhaps he would say something 
negative about Laupheim. Although we had already exchanged letters for 

eight years he requested that I provide him the interview questions in 

advance. So in October 1996, we finally took a trip to Israel  and hired a 
taxi from Jerusalem. The Arab driver took us through Haifa to Kibbutz 

Hazorea. Naftali, as we called him, received us in his modest house after 
his afternoon nap. In Arabic he offered our Arab driver, who had driven 

through the midday heat, his own resting place. This was the driver’s first 
time to see a kibbutz from the inside 

  

Memories of Germany  
  
"We lived at 17 Rad Street.  My father and my uncle Jonas Weil ran a 

business selling oil and fat products. I had three sisters and a brother. In 
Laupheim I had one uncle and two grandmothers. My parents and my 

sister Selma died in the extermination camps.  
  

My schooling consisted of three years in Jewish elementary school in 
Laupheim, then five years in secondary school in Laupheim and also a 

year in Stuttgart. During these years I have read French and English 
literature with the Rabbi’s wife, Rebekka Treitel.  

Then I did a commercial apprenticeship and was later employed by a tax 
consulting company in Cologne. As of November 1933, I worked as a 

translator for a German company in Calais, France. During this time I 
made the decision to emigrate to Israel. In preparation, I decided to work 

in Cologne with a Jewish locksmith as a volunteer. Here I met people from 
Israel. I lived in a Jewish youth center as the residence supervisor; during 

the day I worked in a locksmith’ shop. When this home was disbanded in 
1936, I took over a similar position in Berlin. I worked during the day as a 

locksmith at Cottbuser Gate. Every month I had to report to the Gestapo 
in Alexanderplatz, where I was always confronted with senseless 

accusations. The harassment and threats were endless until we closed the 
home in March of 1939. 
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New Home Israel  

In a small port in Croatia we were stowed away on a cattle van aboard a 
barge. As the English would not have let our van go off board, we were 

transferred to another barge at sea. I found shelter in a small kibbutz. For 
26 weeks I worked up to ten hours a day. In the laundry, clearing stones 

in the fields, planting cucumbers and tomatoes, and tending them until 
harvest-time. After that, I worked for four years as a fitter in a shipyard in 

Haifa. During this time I married. My wife died at the age of 26 of typhoid 
fever, shortly after the birth of our son Meir. At that time there was no 

cure for it in Israel. Alone with my two month old child I joined the kibbutz 
Hazorea in the Jesreel Plain. At that time, the children lived in the 

children's dormitory; I was often called there to attend to my little son; 
my second marriage took place 

at that time.  

Professionally, I was trained as 

a design engineer; for many 
years I was the head of 

locksmith’s shop. Even today (at 
90 years old!) people come to 

me with construction issues.  

In the kibbutz I received a lot of 

mental stimulation and attended 
many courses. Against all 

reason, I have been learning 
Arabic for 18 years. I am 

satisfied with life”, he concluded 
our last conversation.  

Visitors from Laupheim are 

gladly received at the kibbutz 

and are entertained in the 
dining room by Naftali 

Wertheimer. There have also 
been visitors from the Laupheim 

rabbinical family Treitel. "Erich 
Treitel has visited me here three 

times, and when I was  a child 
he had made me a toy," 

reported the ninety year old. 
Shortly before his 94th birthday 

Naftali Wertheimer died, while 
still having full mental acuity. 
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91year Naftali Wertheimer on Kibbuz Hozarea,  
Israel. Born 1906 in Laupheim, Radstraße 17,  

nee Heinrich Wertheimer, died 2000 
(Foto: Bilderkammer Museum) 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

ZIEGLER, 

Karoline, nee Gideon,  

Untersulmetingen  

  

  

Translation by: Richard Oppenheimer 

  

ROBERT ESS  

 
 Karoline Ziegler, née Gideon, was born on January 24, 1883 in 

 Rexingen near Horb, and died on October 19, 1979 in Laupheim, 
 married to Benno Ziegler, born on January 31, 1876 in Munich, 

 and died on June 16, 1957 in Laupheim.  
 

 - Alexander Ziegler was born on 4 June 1911 in Tübingen, was 

 deported on 24 April 1942 to a labor camp near Lublin, and was 
 declared dead on 8 November 1943. (According to a decision of the 

 district court of Laupheim on 4 December 1951.)  
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Karoline (Berta) Ziegler nee Gideon married Benno Ziegler on February 2, 
1914, an electrician, residing in Untersulmetingen. The family moved to 

24 Mur Street near the stream. The retired teacher Hans Beth, who was 
born in Untersulmetingen, and still lives there, recalls conversations with 

his parents, "Benno Ziegler came to Untersulmetingen as a young man 
around 1914. On behalf of a company located in Augsburg, he installed 

the newly arrived electricity in local houses and stables. 

He made the acquaintance 

of Jewess Karoline Gideon, 
from Rexingen, who already 

had a three-year old 
illegitimate son, whom he 

adopted after their marriage 
on February 2, 1914." 

Their marriage was held in 

Bernloch. It is the only 

known inter-faith marriage 
of the Jewish community in 

Laupheim. While Benno 
Ziegler belonged to no 

religious denomination, 
Alexander was raised in the 

Jewish faith and also visited 
the Israelite School in 

Laupheim. Since he was born before the marriage of his mother, he was 
considered a Full Jew by the Nazis.   

Berta Ziegler was excluded from deportation according to the Nuremberg 
Laws of September 1935, because of her marriage to Benno Ziegler who 

was not affiliated with the church.  

On October 3, 1942, the district administrator of Biberach wrote to the 
State Police outpost at Ulm: " All Jewish residents in Laupheim as well as 

in the nursing home Heggbach, the community Maselheim, have been 
evacuated, and are located in the district of Biberach, except the two Jews 

living in Untersulmetingen, Israel Alexander Ziegler and Caroline Ziegler 
nee Gideon. "Apparently the District Office in Biberach did not know  that 

Alexander Ziegler was already deported on 24 April 1942 to a labor camp 

near Lublin. Shortly after the second World War, on 19 July 1945, Benno 
Ziegler wrote to the Military Command to Biberach, among other things:  
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 "Under the Nuremberg Laws we had to endure many hardships. Our son, 

born June 5 1911, brought up in the Jewish faith, worked in a factory near 
Rheda, Westphalia from 1932 through 1938. In the general assault on the 

German synagogues on November 9-10, 1938 all of his possessions were 
burned; and was sent to the concentration camp of Buchenwald. After 5 

months, he was released, came home, and worked in a pebble and gravel 

yard, and he was taken to a labor camp near Lublin on April 24, 1942. 
Since August 1942 he has been missing without a trace. By the time he 

reached Stuttgart, all of his clothes and undergarments were confiscated 
by agents of the Gestapo. (...)  

I had given my son various articles of my own clothing when he was 
deported. Since I have not been able to make new purchases of clothing, 
the quantity of my own clothes is very modest. I therefore ask the 

competent Commander for an allotment of clothing as offered to newly 
arriving immigrants.  
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The application for an allotment from confiscated clothing was rejected. 
Benno Ziegler was considered a communist in Untersulmetingen. He also 

wrote to the Military Command at Biberach:  

 "On 26 March 1936, I described the so-called parliamentary elections to 
be held on March 29 as a farce and declared that the reoccupation of the 

Rhineland with German troops was a prelude of upcoming events leading 

to war. For this I was sentenced to 6 months in prison because I had 
allegedly defamed the Führer." 

Benno died on June 16, 1957 at the Laupheim hospital. Since he was non-

denominational, he was buried along the inner cemetery wall, left of the 
entrance, at Untersulmetingen-Niederkirch.  

Karoline (Berta) Ziegler nee Gideon moved on February 6, 1960 to the 
Holy Spirit nursing home in Laupheim. She died in October 1979 at the 

age of 96 years and was the last Jewish citizen to be buried in the Jewish 
Cemetery. 

Mistakenly on her grave stone (S 30/12), Berta is engraved instead of 

Karoline, her correct first name, as is the incorrect birth year of 1912 
instead of 1883. The funeral expenses were borne by the Israelite Cultural 

Association in Stuttgart, as part of her health insurance. According to 
Nathania Hüttemeister it was the last burial in the Jewish cemetery in 

Laupheim.1  

  

  

Sources:  

  

1) Nathania Hüttemeister: The Jewish cemetery Laupheim: page 535 
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The Jewish Community of Laupheim and its Annihilation 

Appendix: persons in 

compulsory internment 
When the Nazi authorities started to confiscate Jewish property and forced 
the former owners into collective housing after the beginning of World War 
2, people from various towns and cities were forced to relocate to 

Laupheim between 1939 and 1942. They were moved to the 
Wendelinsgrube barracks or the former residence of the rabbi only to be 

deported to the concentration camps in Eastern Europe later on. To also 

commemorate these victims of the genocide, of whom we do not have 
additional information, the book displays their names in tabular form. 

Victims who had relatives in Laupheim are mentioned in the family 
chapters. 

  

BRAUN KLARA, née Weil 
 

Born April 27, 1870 in Ellwangen/Jagst, housewife and widow, in collective 
accommodation in the rabbinate starting May 21, 1942. Deported to 

Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942 and subsequently to KZ Treblinka on 
September 26, 1942. 

 

FELSENTHA, ROSALIE 
 

Born March 14, 1891 in Odenbach/Pfalz, single, housemaid, relocated 

from Hechingen to collective accommodation in the rabbinate on January 
12, 1940, deported to KZ Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942, and 

subsequently to KZ Auschwitz on January 29, 1943. 
 

HALLHEIMER, KARL and HEDWIG 
 

Karl: born June 13, 1891 in Crailsheim, privateer. Hedwig: born March 1, 
1896 in Heinsheim, née Ottenheimer. Relocated from Crailsheim to 

Wendelinsgrube barracks on July 28, 1942, deported to KZ Theresienstadt 
on August 19, 1942. Karl Hallheimer died in KZ Theresienstadt on April 

21, 1944, Hedwig deported to KZ Auschwitz on October 9, 1944. 
 

 
HILB, EMIL 
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Born November 28, 1864 in Baisingen, widowed, relocated from 
Göppingen to collective accommodation in the rabbinate on January 26, 

1942. Deported to KZ Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942, and 
subsequently to KZ Treblinka on September 29, 1942. 

 
KWILECKI, MARTIN 

 
Born February 22, 1874 in Berlin, divorced, pensioner. Relocated from 

Stuttgart to the Wendelinsgrube barracks on October 29, 1941. Deported 
to KZ Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942, and subsequently to KZ 

Treblinka on September 26. 

 
MEYER, THEKLA 

 
Born April 1, 1881 in Könen near Trier, née Bonen, widowed, relocated 

from Stuttgart-East to the Wendelinsgrube barracks on November 7, 
1941. Deportation to Riga on November 28, 1941 

 
NEUWIRTH, BABETTE 

 
Born January 6, 1871 in Würzburg, widow of a rabbi, relocated from 

Stuttgart to the Wendelinsgrube barracks on September 4, 1941. 
Deportation to KZ Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942, and subsequently 

to KZ Treblinka on September 29, 1942. 
 

OTTENHEIMER, EMMA 

 
Born November 25, 1874 in Niederstetten, widowed, relocated to the 

Wendelinsgrube barracks on July 28, 1942. Mother of Hedwig Hallheimer. 
Deportation to KZ Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942, died on May 23, 

1943. 
 

ROSENBERG, HEDWIG 
 

Born May 8, 1879 in Neudenau, Kr. Mosbach, relocated from Stuttgart to 
the Wendelinsgrube barracks on September 8, 1941. Deported to 

Izbica/Polen on April 24, 1942, declared dead in 1952. 
 

ROSENHEIMER, ANNA 
 

Born October 31, 1867 in Ulm, née Erlanger, widowed, relocated from Ulm 

to collective accommodation in the rabbinate on May 21, 1942. Deported 
to KZ Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942, and subsequently to KZ 

Treblinka on September 26, 1942. 
 

 
SITTENBERG, LOUIS and MELINA 
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Louis: born August 12, 1871 in Frankfurt/M. Melina: born July 26, 1882 in 
Limburg, née Strauss. Relocated from Stuttgart to the Wendelinsgrube 

barracks on November 10, 1941. Deported to Theresienstadt on August 
19, 1942. Louis Sittenberg died there on September 4, 1942, Melina was 

deported to KZ Auschwitz on October 12, 1944. 
 

STERN, EMMA 
 

Born August 1, 1870 in Ulm, single, relocated to collective accommodation 
in the rabbinate on February 9, 1942. Deported to KZ Theresienstadt on 

August 19, 1942, and subsequently to KZ Treblinka on September 26, 

1942. 
 

WEGLEIN, BELLA 
 

Born April 6, 1862 in Dittenheim, widowed, relocated from Ulm to 
collective accommodation in the rabbinate on July 3, 1942. Deported to 

KZ Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942, died on January 3, 1943. 
 

WEIL, ISIDOR, ELSA and EDITH 
 

Isidor: born August 21, 1875 in Metzentürm, commercial agent. Elsa: 
born November 17, 1882 in Ludwigsburg, née Kahn. Daughter Edith 

Antonie, born 24, 10. 1926 in Ulm. The family was relocated to collective 
accommodation in the rabbinate on September 25, 1939. Edith moved 

from there to Herrlingen near Ulm on May 1, 1941. Parents deported to 

KZ Theresienstadt on August 19, 1942, their daughter on August 23, 
1943. Isidor died in KZ Theresienstadt on February 7, 1943. Elsa and 

Edith were deported to KZ Auschwitz on October 12, 1944. 
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The Weil family from Ulm in collective housing in the former rabbinate in 

1940. From left: Elsa, Edith, Isidor. Elsa Weil was in charge of managing 
the house. Therefore she is mentioned several times in Lina Wertheimer’s 

letters: “Mrs. Weil is doing her best in making it cozy place for us”. (May 

15, 1940). “Mrs. Weil really cares for all of us in her role as a 
housemother". (May 16 1941). We are now 28 people in the home… they 

are setting up beds below in the hall and most of the rooms are occupied 
with three people. There is more and more work to do, which is a big 

challenge for Mrs. Weil”. (October 29, 1941) 
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